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Joint Task Force Division unanimously recommends stronger penalties for
fentanyl to be expedited in January

Concord, NH - Division | of the Joint Task Force for the Response to the Heroin and Opioid Epidemic in
New Hampshire met today and unanimously recommended legislation that would create identical
criminal penalties for distribution of fentanyl that currently exist for heroin.

Senator Jeb Bradley (R-Wolfeboro), Task Force chair, released a statement following the unanimous
recommendation.

“Today, Division | of the Joint Task Force took an important step to recommend stronger criminal
penalties for distribution for fentanyl to match those that exist for heroin to the full Task Force to be
part of early legislation in January,” said Senator Jeb Bradley.

“By strengthening these penalties to mirror those of heroin and other illegal drugs, we hope to deter the
trafficking and use of fentanyl, which is even deadlier than heroin and has caused more overdose
related deaths than heroin alone.

“We heard strong and compelling testimony from the Attorney General’s Office and the State Forensic
Lab who are supportive of the direction this provision takes and we all believe this is the appropriate
way to address this problem at this time.

“I am pleased of the action taken by the Division | members today because it sends a strong signal to
New Hampshire communities that the legislature is truly committed to ensuring that proposals we
review as part of the Task Force will work in practice as intended and that we are taking action as soon
as possible to curb the heroin crisis affecting so many in the Granite State,” said Bradley.
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