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March 30, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred SB 268,

AN ACT (New Title) allowing for pre-hospital treatment

and transportation for operational canines. Having

considered the same, report the same with the following

amendment, and the recommendation that the bill

OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill allows emergency services personnel to treat and transport police canines in the event of an
on duty injury to the animal. As amended, the bill changes definitions to strengthen the bill, and was
agreed to by all stakeholders, including veterinarians, emergency services personnel, and law
enforcement. This is enabling legislation that will allow for treatment and transportation of a police
K-9 to a veterinary care facility, only if the animal has been injured in the line of duty, and such
would not interfere in a human in need of transport or ambulance services. This bill will be named
“Max’s Law” for a Portsmouth Police canine who was injured.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 268

Title: (New Title) allowing for pre-hospital treatment
and transportation for operational canines.

Date: March 30, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2023-1259h

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 268, (New Title) allowing for pre-hospital treatment and transportation for operational canines.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill allows emergency services
personnel to treat and transport police canines in the event of an on duty injury to the animal. As
amended, the bill changes definitions to strengthen the bill, and was agreed to by all stakeholders,
including veterinarians, emergency services personnel, and law enforcement. This is enabling
legislation that will allow for treatment and transportation of a police K-9 to a veterinary care
facility, only if the animal has been injured in the line of duty, and such would not interfere in a
human in need of transport or ambulance services. This bill will be named “Max’s Law” for a
Portsmouth Police canine who was injured. Vote 20-0.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 268

BILL TITLE: (New Title) allowing for pre-hospital treatment and transportation for
operational canines.

DATE: March 29, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 2:30 p.m.

Time Adjourned: <<End
Time>>

Committee Members: Reps. Roy, Rhodes, A. Murray, Pratt, Proulx, Janvrin, D. Mannion,
Reid, Stone, Tenczar, Meuse, Bouldin, Bradley, N. Murphy, R. Newman, Newell, Selig and
Wheeler

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Lou D’Allesandro introduces his bill

 Bill will be called Max’s Law and honors a Portsmouth police dog who was killed in

action

Patrick and Denise Gannon

 Support the bill

 Their son was a canine sergeant in Yarmouth, MA who was murdered in the line of duty

in 2018. Both their son Shawn, and his dog, Nero were shot, Shawn died on impact.

Nero suffered bleeding for three hours while police attempted to arrest the suspect.

Afterwards the dog suffered even longer because it was illegal for ambulances and EMTs

to assist him. 

Massachusetts Representative Steven Xiarhos

 Supports the bill

 Was Shawn Gannon’s boss before he was elected. Quit the force to become a State

Representative and pass Nero’s Law in MA.

Bill Werner, Portsmouth PD

 Supports the bill

 Works with his own canine, Frankie, and believes this bill will show canine officers the

respect they deserve

Sen. D'Allesandro Sen. Ricciardi Sen. Birdsell
Sen. Innis Sen. Lang Sen. Avard
Sen. Bradley Sen. Watters Sen. Gannon
Sen. Rosenwald Sen. Ward Sen. Gendreau
Sen. Carson



 Rep Sytek asks how long it takes to train one of these animals, Officer Werner says it’s a

14 week program that is required every time the canine is transferred to a new handler.

Most dogs also have a secondary certification, which are additional programs that are

also several weeks. Canine then have to pass annual certifications, as well as two 8-

hour days a month. 

Stacey Ober, New England Manager of Government Relations for American Kennel Club

 Supports the bill

 The AKC helps provide canines to departments across the country

 In response to questions from Chairman Roy and Rep Proulx, Ober talks about how

there may not be sufficient training for veterinarians and EMT dealing with canine injuries

now but after the bill passes that should change

Dr. Chara Batchelder

 Supports the bill

 Veterinarian at Veterinary Emergency Center of Manchester

 Training programs are being created and will be ready to be implemented if this bill does

pass

 Chairman Roy asks how many emergency facilities are there to treat dogs, Dr.

Batchelder says there are 8 emergency centers but others that could do basic

stabilization until the canine needs to be transported to a specialist 

Chief Justin Romanello, Department of Safety

 Neutral

 Removing “emergency provider” and “treatment” definitions, as well as “law enforcement

officer” in a different section

 Second change is removing “ambulance services” and adds “treatment”

 Department of Safety is prepared to update EMT protocols accordingly to accommodate

these legal changes

 Rep Meuse asks if Chief Romanello has an opinion on the effective date of this

legislation, Chief Romanello says he doesn’t see the need for a grace period and the

department could comply with this statute change promptly 

 Rep Wheeler asks if there are specific reasons it is illegal to transport these dogs, Chief

Romanello says there doesn’t appear to be, what specifically is prohibited is treatment,

and this bill will serve as a waiver of sorts for non-veterinarians to provide medical

assistance to animals 

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Alissandra Murray, Clerk





























HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 268

BILL TITLE: (New Title) allowing for pre-hospital treatment and transportation for
operational canines.

DATE: March 30, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Rhodes Seconded by Rep. Harriott-Gathright AM Vote: 20-0

Amendment # 2023-1259h

Moved by Rep. Rhodes Seconded by Rep. A. Murray Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Alissandra Murray, Clerk






