CONSENT CALENDAR

March 8, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly

Affairs to which was referred HB 425-FN,

AN ACT repealing the statute relative to medical
freedom in immunizations. Having considered the

same, report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Leah Cushman

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: HB 425-FN

Title: repealing the statute relative to medical

freedom in immunizations.

Date: March 8, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would repeal RSA 141-c:1-a, which provides that “Every person has the natural, essential,
and inherent right to bodily integrity, free from any threat or compulsion by government to accept an
immunization. Accordingly, no person may be compelled to receive an immunization for COVID-19
in order to secure, receive, or access any public facility, any public benefit, or any public service from
the state of New Hampshire, or any political subdivision thereof.” The law currently provides
protection from over-reaching mandates by government on its people and the majority of the
committee believes this law has served the state well with no negative consequences and should
remain in effect.

Vote 18-2.

Rep. Leah Cushman
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

HB 425-FN, repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Leah Cushman for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill would repeal RSA
141-c:1-a, which provides that “Every person has the natural, essential, and inherent right to bodily
integrity, free from any threat or compulsion by government to accept an immunization. Accordingly,
no person may be compelled to receive an immunization for COVID-19 in order to secure, receive, or
access any public facility, any public benefit, or any public service from the state of New Hampshire,
or any political subdivision thereof.” The law currently provides protection from over-reaching
mandates by government on its people and the majority of the committee believes this law has
served the state well with no negative consequences and should remain in effect. Vote 18-2.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 425-FN

BILL TITLE: repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations.
DATE: March 8, 2023

LOB ROOM: 201-203

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Cushman Seconded by Rep. Polozov Vote: 18-2

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Bill King, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # {425

BILL TITLE:
DATE: 3/5 / A
LOBROOM:  2p)- 257,

MOTION: (Please check one box)

T

(] OTP [0 Retain (15t year) Adoption of
Amendment #
] Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Cuoset wA Awd Seconded by Rep. q%wao\f Vote: _18~2
MOTION: (Please check one box)
O OTP O oTtp/A  OITL (] Retain (15t year) Adoption of
Amendment #
O Interim Study (2nd vear) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:
MOTION: (Please check one box)
0 OoTP ] OTP/A [OITL [J Retain (15t year) Adoption of
Amendment #
O Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:
MOTION: (Please check one box)
O OTP O OTPfA H1ITL 3 Retain (1%t year) Adoption of
Amendment #
O Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:
CONSENT CALENDAR: / YES NO
Minority Report? Yes No Ifyes, author, Rep: Motion

Respectfully submitted: %

RN
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 425-FN
BILL TITLE: repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations.
DATE: February 16, 2023
LOB ROOM: 201-203 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 4:32 PM
Time Adjourned: 4:49 PM
Committee Members: Reps. W. MacDonald, Layon, B. King, Cushman, Kofalt, McLean, S.

King, Mazur, Nagel, Polozov, Weber, MacKay, Freitas, Cannon, Nutter-Upham, Schapiro,
Merchant, J. Murphy, Palmer and Tellez

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Horrigan

TESTIMONY
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.
*Rep. Timothy Horrigan — Strafford #10 — Supports

Q: Rep. Layon — Only COVID 19 — Does COVID 19 vaccine effective?

A: Not 100%, it helped

Q: Rep. Schapiro — Illness and treatments evolved — if we repeal what will happen
A: Still peeking

Q: Rep. Cannon — Were there any prosecutions?

A: Unknown, I don’t know of any

Hon. Melissa Blasek — Rebuild NH - Opposed
e I cannot think of reason to repeal

Q: Rep. Polozov — Did we push treatments aside in favor of pushing the vaccine?
A: No known treatment

William Rogers — Opposed
¢ We have more questions, but repealing isn’t going to help

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Bill King, Clerk



SIGN UP SHEET
To Register Opinion If Not Speaking

Bill#:_HB425-FN Date: 2/16/23

Committee: HHS & EA
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House Remote Testify

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee Testify List for Bill HB425 on 2023-02-16
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Smith, Julie

Caton, Mark

Morin, Eric

Hagen, Tina

A MARVIN, KURT

Clark, Jeremy

Hohler, Beth

Corrente, Stephanie

Tyszka, Matthew

Pouliot, Cheryl

Goodhue, Susan

Andrade, Jennifer

Allen, Sue

Support: 73 Oppose: 235 Neutral: 0 Total to Testify: 0

City, State
Email Address

Nashua, NH
cantdog@comcast.net

Merrimack, NH
markcaton55@outlook.com

Hollis, NH
Ewmorin@yahoo.com

Hampstead, NH
tina.hagen@verani.com

Franklin, NH
INFO@BURLINGTONFOUNDRYINC.COM

Ashland, NH
nhhouse@franklinwebpublishing.com

Hampton, NH
bethina.web@gmail.com

Sanbornton, NH
stephanie.parathyras@gmail.com

Newport, NH
mattcol@aol.com

West Lebanon, NH
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graustein, alan

keane, karen

White, Robert

Mazur, Brian

M Potucek,

Representative John

Campbell, Nanette

Slack, Michelle

Brown, Kathleen

Kenda, Stephen

Schwab, Henriette

Mathews, Janice

Early, Robert

Mathews, Jessica

Gardiner, Renee

Marvin, Kurt Harold

Brown, David

sellers, john

Meszynski, Edwin

sanbornton, NH
alangraustein@gmail.com

LYME, NH
karenwkeane@me.com

Merrimack, NH
whitel4@comcast.net

Goffstown, NH
bmazurl776@protonmail.com

Derry-Rockingham Dist. 13, NH
potucekl@comcast.net

MERRIMACK, NH
nan.campbell@comecast.net

Hudson, NH
Khrisma888@gmail.com

Acworth, NH
brown57kat@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
steve.kenda@gmail.com
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hmarieschwab@gmail.com
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McCarthy, Judith

Johnson, Debra

Berling, Mark

York, Jennifer

Kelly, Jim and Nina

Mark, Lynn

Maillet, Brenda

Terry, Paul

peterson, stephen

Terry, Priscilla

Sims, Roy

Sims, Julie

Brooks, Richard

Richardson, Daniel

Roy, Mary

Leone, John

Booth, Karen

Gaudette, Sheryl

Hudson, NH
jesuslovesjudyl@gmail.com

Grantham, NH
debjohnsondjj@gmail.com

Auburn, NH
mb58197@proton.me

Farmington, NH
Mom4ever81@gmail.com

Auburn, NH
jnkelly154@comcast.net

Goffstown, NH
lynnmark@comcast.net

Ashland, NH
brendamaillet7@gmail.com

Alton, NH
paul.terry@leg.state.nh.us

Gilford, NH
cspeter8@gmail.com

Alton, NH
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Newport, NH
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Newport, NH
jpmom39@gmail.com

Somersworth, NH
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Jellison, Catherine
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Moccia, Lianne

Owens, Kimberly

Windham, NH
taci.guven@yahoo.com

Manchester, NH
ecrossley810@gmail.com

Auburn, NH
mlevell@hotmail.com

Salem, NH
pzzboyl@comcast.net

Pelham, NH
lorisafford@comcast.net

Derry, NH
Floweroflife369@gmail.com

Fitzwilliam, NH
brendan1@myfairpoint.net

Goffstown, NH
heartofacowgirl06@yahoo.com

Goffstown, NH
bruinsfanatic@yahoo.com

Goffstown, NH
heartofacowgirl06@yahoo.com

Bristol, NH
annepaine@metrocast.net
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weezeelulu@yahoo.com
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Hooksett, NH
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Owens, Brady

Derr, Patricia
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Delano, Janie
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Nashua, NH
brady@fastglass.net

Londonderry, NH
trishderr@comecast.net

Milford, NH
Karin.cevasco@gmail.com

Hudson, NH
tadandpole4@yahoo.com

Concord, NH
claykriese@gmail.com

Pembroke, NH
m.straiton@comecast.net

Pembroke, NH
psatterfield@comcast.net

Dover, NH
chuck.rhoades@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
dsommese@aol.com

New Durham, NH
admin@pznh.net

Concord, NH
cordsdamon@gmail.com

Concord, NH
kochlj@aol.com

Loudon, NH
sandyblanchard3@gmail.com

Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu
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lizanneplatt09@gmail.com
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fberrien@gmail.com
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Jones, Andrew

Hollo, Esther

Devore, Gary

Bergevin, Leslie

Johnson, Vivian
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AltonBay, NH
ehollo25@gmail.com
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Smith, Winnie

Bodell, Allyson

Hardy, Maureen

Cartier, Darlene

Thomas, A

Hershey, Jane

Bissex, Hannah

Martin, Patricia

Vincent, Laura

Moore, Susan

DiMasi, Alisha

Van Arsdale, Linda

Van Arsdale, Joel

Etlinger, Alan

McClellan, JoAnn

Frost, Sherry

MacGregor, Leslie

Cedrone, Alec

Deerfield, NH
allysonbodell@comecast.net

Hooksett, NH
allysonbodell@comecast.net

Londonderry, NH
meaux61@comcast.net

Derry, NH
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Matthew Tyszka

The medical =freedom act must stay in full force and effect.



Susan Goodhue

| am opposed to repealing the medical freedom in immunization statutes



karen keane

a perfectly good bill is already in place. The Medical Freedom in Immunizations Act that prohibits
Covid vaccine status being a basis to receive public benefit. State universities were one way this
law was applied and no student attending a NH state school was required to receive the Covid
vaccine. This bill seeks to repeal this law. Please oppose.

thank you!



Representative John M Potucek

| DO NOT support this Bill because | believe it is a VERY BAD Bill for the residents/citizens of New
Hampshire who DO NOT need it.



Robert Early

Please consider my strong opposition to HB425.

No going back to the days of tyranny. Medical freedoms for all!



Roy Sims

Please oppose this bill.



Julie Sims

Please oppose this bill.



Richard Brooks

As a citizen of this great country we are guaranteed freedom. This includes the freedom to make
our own medical decisions which must be done as we are the only one that knows our own
medical needs to best protect ourselves. Removing that freedom by mandating certain medical

procedures could jeopardize the health and safety of anyone of us. All medical decisions must be
solely decided by the individual.



Anne Paine

| very strongly oppose bill HB 425. A. Paine



Louise Harrigan

PLEASE OPPOSE Bill HB 425



Gail Laker-Phelps

| firmly believe that each person should make their own health and reproductive decisions! For
some reason our current and recent governing bodies feel that this is their business, but only with
regard to female citizens! Why no regulation on male citizens? Let's treat ALL of our New
Hampshire citizens / residents equally and PASS CACR2.



Judith Wherett

Please protect the Medical Freedom in Immunizations Act. Immunization decisions especially for
covid should be made between a person and their doctor. Governement should not be involved in
wide-scale, absolute medical mandates that are not necessarily in the best interests of the people
of this state. In addition, keeping medical freedom alive makes our state and its universities more
attractive to those who are against such goverment medical overreach whether because of their
own health conditions (such as vaccine reactions) or for philosophical reasons. Thank you.



Bryan Peter

Personal freedom and bodily autonomy are natural rights that belong to every human being and
the government shall have no power to limit those freedoms, track or monitor the personal medical
information, or require any medical procedure for any person in NH.



Darlene Cartier

One of RebuildNH's achievements in 2021 was supporting the passage of the Medical Freedom in
Immunizations Act that prohibits Covid vaccine status being a basis to receive public benefit. State
universities were one way this law was applied and no student attending a NH state school was
required to receive the Covid vaccine. This bill seeks to repeal this law. There is NO way this law
should be repealed! NO student (or anyone else for that matter) should be forced to receive any
vaccine against their will in any situation for any reason. Everyone has the right to body autonomy,
and this bill MUST BE OPPOSED. Please OPPOSE this bill!!!



Alec Cedrone

Listen, government coercion is terrorism plain and simple, you can call it what you want but the
government is on OUR watch list and ya'll are becoming increasingly extreme. This UN agenda
2030 crap needs to die, now!



Patricia Cook

Do not repeal the medical freedom in immunizations. Covid vaccine status should not be a basis
to receive public benefits.



Bryan Richardson

Please vote against HB 425



reed miller

Do not repeal this law. Out freedom is too important.



Marjorie Barton

| hope you will oppose this bill and keep our freedom of choice regarding our own medical needs.
Thank you



Claire Ketteler

| oppose this bill and urge you to vote NO on this bill. Persons, who educate themselves of the
risks and benefits of any particular immunization are informed, should be free to make the decision
to take the immunization or not. Each person should remain free to make this decision in NH and
it is your responsibility as lawmakers to make sure that this freedom is not taken away. Thank you



tom luther

Greetings from Sullivan County:

One of the better laws from 2021 is the Medical Freedom in Immunizations Act.

This bill would repeal one of the few GOOD things from 2021.

NO. ITL. HECK NO.

| wonder how many healthy kids would have heart problems had the legislature not wisely
prevented it by preserving Freedom in Immunizations.

tom luther
claremont



Meagan Vanhoogen

| do not support repealing a medical freedom statute



Russ Payne

Last years passage of the Medical Freedom in Immunizations Act passed into law was another
constitutional interposition to stop federal government usurpation of power in medical freedom. Do
not let this progress protecting liberty be reversed. | urge that you support HB 425. For prohibiting
public benefits to students because of vaccine status is the “moral equivalent” of blackmail
enforced by law.

Sincerely & Respectfully

Russ Payne tel # 365-4966



Nicole Stephens-Nordlund

This bill is a disgrace. It has no place in our State where freedom reigns and where individual
rights come first. The sponsor should be ashamed to introduce such a thing in NH. Best, for this

individual, looking to control others, to consider living in CA or NY. Sad day that this person holds
and elected office.



April Naftali

vaccine status should never be tied to a school receiving public benefit. Vaccines would then be
promoted for financial gain.



Elaine Plante

Support the Medical Freedom in Immunizations Act. Do let this this Act get repealed. Oppose this
bill.



James Gardner

Every Granite Stater is entitled to their medical freedom regarding what they put within their own
bodies. Why is this bill even being proposed? This bill's sponsors are more than welcome to move
to Massachusetts.



Elyse Gallo

As a licensed health services provider, | vehemently OPPOSE — HB 425, repealing the statute
relative to medical freedom in immunizations. As we now are seeing the medical side effects and
immune system deterioration in many who were pressured into receiving novel COVID 19
vaccines, we obviously need to leave the decision to receive invasive medical procedures to the
patient and his or her doctor, without public administrators or legislatures becoming inappropriately
involved in forcing these private medical decisions. Medical procedures ALWAYS need to be
considered in the context of an individual's personal premorbid and genetic conditions, chemical
sensitivities and wellness. It is not an institutional decision.

Thank you.



Laura Condon

Vaccines carry with them known and unknown risks of failure and harm, including disability and
death. We live in a 1st world country and it is time for all people to come into a 1st world reality
that we have many, modern ways of promoting wellness and preventing iliness including secure
homes, indoor plumbing, electricity, a fresh food supply, clean drinking water, child labor laws, etc.
It is an antiquated and barbaric practice in this country, in this day and age to impose any vaccine
mandates on anyone. Where there is risk, there must be choice. The NH Legislature was wise to
finally provide choice and medical freedom in immunizations. Let's not go backwards. This bill
deserves and ITL.



William Winand

Oppose HB425!



Sierra Winand

Oppose HB425!



Jack Winand

Oppose HB425!



Hon. Linda Rea Camarota

Please oppose HB 425. As a registered nurse and one has closely followed the CDC/DHHS’s
mandates and COVID-19 M-RNA injection recommendations for such, It is blatantly evident that,
in 2023, NH legislators should not be voting in favor of repealing RSA 141-C:1-a. It is widely
known that adverse side effects and deaths have been documented in CDC’s VAERS reporting
system after receiving the M-RNA injections. States are slowly but surely coming to the realization
that such mandates are not advisable and have removed the mandates. NH led the way.

Please ITL HB 425.

Thank you for your service.

Hon. Linda Rea Camarota, RN



Susan Taylor

We need to have health decisions be based on science and the advice of medical experts rather
than politics. No-one is forced to have vaccinations but they also don't have the right to expose
others in public spaces to deadly diseases which are preventable.



walter kirsch

Shall not be infringed !



Tyler Richmond

We must have free will with regard to immunizations. There’s been a staggering amount of
adverse effects that have occurred during the last two years - that the CDC and others in
government/medical field are unwilling to acknowledge. We must have informed consent.



Martha Jaquith

One of RebuildNH's achievements in 2021 was supporting the passage of the Medical Freedom in
Immunizations Act that prohibits Covid vaccine status being a basis to receive public benefit. State
universities were one way this law was applied and no student attending a NH state school was
required to receive the Covid vaccine. This bill seeks to repeal this law. | oppose this.

Please oppose.

Thank you,

Mrs Martha Jaquith



Linda McGrath

| LOST MY JOB FOR REFUSING TO INJECT CHILDREN WITH THE COVID "VACCINE" ---
PROTECT OUR CHILDREN FROM MANDATE!



Victoria Gulla

| could not more strongly oppose this bill which has provided some protection against the most
dangerous biological product of our lifetimes. That anyone would want to repeal this protection
demonstrates the evil in the world is right here under this dome. This bill violates the Nuremberg
Code of 1947. We were never to forget the evils of medical coercion and experimentation.
Apparently the sponsors have. Modern day Mengeles in our presence.

Vote No.



Cynthia Smiszek

| am in opposition to this bill. | was not able to attend today due to work obligations.



Testimony In Favor Of HB 425-FN
“AN ACT repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations.”

NH House Health & Human Services Committee

Rep. Timothy Horrigan (Strafford 6); February 16, 2023

There is no natural, legal or constitutional right to spread any communicable disease, especially
not a respiratory virus like COVID-19 which has killed over 1.14 million Americans. The
pandemic has slowed down a little since I introduced an identical bill almost exactly a year ago,
when the death toll stood around 900,000. “Only” a quarter of a million Americans have died
from COVID in the last 52 weeks. But even a quarter of a million is a horrific loss of life. The
pandemic is the worst catastrophe in US history in terms of loss of life, even worse than the
Civil War.

The worldwide death toll is 6.78 million and counting.

The COVID vaccines may not be 100% effective or 100% safe, but they are very good. There
is a lot we still don't know about the virus, but we do know for sure that it is extraordinarily
contagious and dangerous. There are now some treatments for it, but there is no cure.

I represent Durham, which is the home of UNH. Like other colleges and universities, UNH
took a very aggressive approach to fighting the pandemic, beginning with masking up and
social distancing, and continuing with testing for the virus. When the COVID vaccines became
available almost exactly two years ago, UNH did everything in its power to make sure that
everyone in its close-knit student body, as well as the faculty and staff, gets immunized. If
UNH was a private school, it could have simply enacted a rule requiring everyone on campus
who can be vaccinated to actually get vaccinated. However since UNH is a public institution, it
was and still is forbidden by RSA 141-C:1-a from taking that step. This makes no sense.

Our public colleges and universities have the same responsibilities as any other institution
when it comes to protecting their students and their employees from COVID-19. They should
have the right to require vaccinations, if that is what is needed. The same goes for non-
educational government institutions, as well.

Please repeal RSA 141-C:1-a by passing HB 425.



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES
BUREAU OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE CONTROL

Lori A. Weaver

Interim Commissioner 29 HAZEN DRIVE, CONCORD, NH 03301
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Director www.dhhs.nh.gov
Testimony for HB 575

Relative to vaccine and pharmaceutical products purchased, promoted, or distributed by the state and its
political subdivisions
House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee
February 16™, 2023

The NH Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) opposes HB 575.
Chairman MacDonald and Members of the Committee,

My name is Dr. Ryan Tannian, and | am a registered pharmacist and Chief of the Bureau of Infectious Disease
Control with the NH DHHS” Division of Public Health Services (DPHS). I am also joined by Dr. Benjamin Chan
who is an infectious diseases physician and the NH State Epidemiologist. We are here to speak in opposition to
HB 575 relative to vaccine and pharmaceutical products purchased, promoted, or distributed by the state and its
political subdivisions. If enacted, HB 575 will have potentially wide-ranging negative and unintended
consequences for NH DHHS, other state agencies, counties, cities, towns, schools, and many other
partners, as discussed below.

First, the proposed legislation is unclear and lacks sufficient detail to know what is intended by requiring “human
clinical trials.” There are different types of studies and different outcomes that can be measured. Some studies
are conducted to evaluate safety of a pharmaceutical product, while others might focus on measuring the
effectiveness; some studies evaluate both. There are also different ways to measure the effectiveness of a
product. The wording in the proposed legislation is vague with unclear intent.

The most significant consequence of this proposed legislation is that NH DHHS and various other governmental
and quasi-public partners would not be able to purchase, promote, or distribute potentially many different
routinely recommended and life-saving vaccines or other medical therapies. The Department believes this
legislation was proposed because of concerns about the COVID-19 bivalent vaccine formulations. The updated
COVID-19 bivalent vaccines followed a process similar to the approval of annual influenza vaccines. A
comprehensive collection of trials studying COVID-19 vaccine safety and effectiveness were reviewed by the
FDA and CDC before the COVID-19 bivalent vaccines became available in September 2022. These included
human clinical trials of previous monovalent vaccine formulations, and human clinical trials of different bivalent
vaccine formulations, including beta-variant bivalent vaccines and BA.1 bivalent vaccines. The significant
amount of data that had accumulated on COVID-19 vaccine safety and effectiveness is summarized in a NH
Science Brief that was published by NH DHHS in September 2022 shortly after COVID-19 bivalent vaccines
became available. Subsequent real-world vaccine effectiveness studies have since confirmed the superior
immune response and protection of bivalent vaccines (compared to the original monovalent formulation) against
COVID-19 and severe disease.

Because the COVID-19 bivalent vaccine authorization followed similar processes and criteria for how the
updated influenza vaccine is approved each year, if HB 575 is enacted, it is likely that NH DHHS and our



Chairman MacDonald

February 16, 2023

Page 2 of 2

partners would be unable to purchase, promote, or distribute the annual influenza vaccine for patients and staff,
including at county nursing homes or correctional facilities, New Hampshire Hospital, Gelncliff Home, the New
Hampshire State Veteran’s Home, and the Manchester or Nashua Public Health Departments. This is contrary to
the mission of these individual organizations and DHHS.

Also, depending on how this proposed legislation is interpreted, there are other routine childhood and adult
vaccines that periodically get updated for which there isn’t always new “clinical trial” data that reports vaccine
efficacy. Rather, some vaccines are approved and recommended by inferring vaccine effectiveness through
comparison of immune system responses to show that a new vaccine produces an antibody response that is
similar, or “non-inferior,” to an older version of the vaccine. This is very similar to what was done during the
initial bivalent vaccine roll-out. Updated Pneumococcal vaccines in children (e.g., Prevnar 13, Vaxneuvance) is
one example. If this proposed legislation passes availability of these types of routine vaccines, that prevent
invasive life-threatening bacterial infections, could be adversely impacted.

HB 575 will also likely lead to higher patient costs for some childhood vaccinations. NH DHHS is able to
purchase childhood vaccines at a reduced cost through our Vaccines for Children (VFC) program, and then
distribute them to healthcare providers so that the cost of childhood vaccines can be minimized for families. If
NH DHHS and other partners are unable to purchase, promote, or distribute certain vaccines (like the COVID-19
or influenza vaccines), then cost to individuals, communities, and the overall healthcare system will increase.
Although COVID-19 is the leading cause of death by infectious or respiratory diseases in children, the
Department does not intend to make COVID-19 or influenza vaccinations a requirement for school
attendance.

An additional unintended consequence of HB 575 is the effect on an FDA provision known as expanded access,
also referred to as compassionate use. Compassionate use is a mechanism in which patients with serious or
immediately life threatening diseases or conditions gain access to medical products, to include drugs, biologics,
or medical devices, which are outside the scope of the clinical trial after meeting certain criteria. These are
products undergoing clinical trials, but in specific desperate situations they can be used under “compassionate
use” when no alternative therapy options are available. Situations involving compassionate use include when
patients suffer from conditions such as muscular dystrophy, ALS, and certain types of cancer.

Lastly, HB 575 specifies “voluntary” human clinical trials, and DHHS is unable to identify the intent or reason
for such a provision. As specified in Federal Law, 21 CFR § 50.20, the use of involuntary human subjects in
clinical trials is prohibited and is considered unethical. Also, HB 575 would “recognize the public health aspects
to drugs and food under RSA 125:10 and RSA 125:10-a” and the intent of this statement and consequences are
unclear.

In summary, we are opposed to HB 575 because the wording is vague and intent is unclear. This will likely lead
to many unintended consequences, decrease access to vaccines and other therapeutics, and increase healthcare
costs. There is already a robust federal regulatory and approval process to assess both the safety and
effectiveness of vaccines and other therapeutics.

Respectfully Submitted,

7L Fwe & e

Ryén M. Tannian, PharmD, RPh, MBA Benjamin Chan, MD, MPH
Chief, Bureau of Infectious Disease Control NH State Epidemiologist



HB 425-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION

23-0295
05/
HOUSE BILL 425-FN
AN ACT repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations.
SPONSORS: Rep. Horrigan, Straf. 10

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

ANALYSIS
This bill repeals the statute pertaining to medical freedom in immunizations.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 425-FN - AS INTRODUCED

23-0295
05/
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Repeal. RSA 141-C:1-a, relative to medical freedom in immunizations, is repealed.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024.



HB 425-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS INTRODUCED

LBA

23-0295
1/5/23

AN ACT repealing the statute relative to medical freedom in immunizations.
FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [X] County [ 1Local [ 1None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures $0
Decrease Decrease Decrease
Funding Source: [ X] General [ ] Education [ ]1Highway [ ]Other
COUNTY:
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures $0
Decrease Decrease Decrease
METHODOLOGY:

This bill repeals RSA 141-C:1-a, which states that no person shall be compelled to receive an

immunization for COVID-19 in order to receive public benefits from the State of NH or any of its

political subdivisions. The Department of Health and Human services anticipates no fiscal

impact to that Department as a result of the bill.

Currently, RSA 141-C:21 makes it a misdemeanor for anyone to violate any provision of RSA

141-C. Accordingly, to the extent that an individual would otherwise be charged with violating

RSA 141-C:1-a, this bill may result in a reduced number of charges being brought. There is no

method to determine the fiscal impact on expenditures.

provided the potential costs associated with misdemeanor penalties below.

However, the entities impacted have

N FY 2024 FY 2024
Judicial Branch FY 2023 through (Starting 1/1/24 with repeal
12/31/23 of Felonies First)
Violation and Misdemeanor Level $119 $122 $122
Offense
Appeals Varies Varies Varies
Judicial Council FY 2023 FY 2024




Public Defender Program Has contract with State to Has contract with State to
provide services. provide services.
$300/Case $300/Case

. $70 administrative fee $70 administrative fee

Contract Attorney — Misdemeanor $100 incarceration fee $100 incarceration fee
(If applicable) (If applicable)
Assigned Counsel- Misdemeanor.
Travel time to court does not count $90/Hour up to $2,000 $90/Hour up to $2,000
toward the cap.
ﬁssignled Counsel - Supreme Court|  ¢195/Hour up to $10,000 $125/Hour up to $10,000
ppea

It should be noted that a person needs to be found indigent and have the potential of being incarcerated to be
eligible for indigent defense services. Historically, approximately 85% of the indigent defense caseload has been
handled by the public defender program, with the remaining cases going to contract attorneys (14%) or assigned
counsel (1%). Beginning in March of 2021, the public defender program has had to close intake of new cases due
to excessive caseloads. Due to these closures, the contract and assigned counsel program have had to absorb
significantly more cases. The system is experiencing significant delays in appointing counsel and the costs of

representation have increased due to travel time and multiple appointments.

NH Association of Counties FY 2023 FY 2024
County Prosecution Costs Indeterminable | Indeterminable
Estimated Average Daily Cost of Incarcerating an Individual $105 to $125 $105 to $125

Many offenses are prosecuted by local and county prosecutors. When the Department of Justice
has investigative and prosecutorial responsibility or is involved in an appeal, the Department
may be able to absorb the cost within its existing budget. However, if the Department needs to

prosecute significantly more cases or handle more appeals, then costs will increase by an

indeterminable amount.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services, Judicial Branch, Departments of Corrections and

Justice, Judicial Council, and New Hampshire Association of Counties
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