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CONSENT CALENDAR

January 31, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Children and Family Law to which

was referred HB 404,

AN ACT relative to support contempt hearings. Having

considered the same, report the same with the following

resolution: RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO

LEGISLATE.

Rep. Patrick Long

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill simply repeals RSA 461-A:14, XVIII and places the language in section I, moving the
current section I to I-a. The sponsor was absent so the committee wasn't aware of the purpose for
the proposed bill.

Committee: Children and Family Law

Bill Number: HB 404

Title: relative to support contempt hearings.

Date: January 31, 2023

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 14-0.

Rep. Patrick Long
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Children and Family Law
HB 404, relative to support contempt hearings. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Patrick Long for Children and Family Law. This bill simply repeals RSA 461-A:14, XVIII and
places the language in section I, moving the current section I to I-a. The sponsor was absent so the
committee wasn't aware of the purpose for the proposed bill. Vote 14-0.

CONSENT CALENDAR



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 404

BILL TITLE: relative to support contempt hearings.

DATE: January 31, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Long Seconded by Rep. DeSimone Vote: 14-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Peter Petrigno, Clerk





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 404

BILL TITLE: relative to support contempt hearings.

DATE: January 31, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Long Seconded by Rep. DeSimone Vote: 14-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Peter Petrigno, Clerk





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 404

BILL TITLE: relative to support contempt hearings.

DATE: January 31, 2023

LOB ROOM: 206-208 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 11:00 am

Time Adjourned: 11:20 am

Committee Members: Reps. M. Pearson, Long, Petrigno, DeSimone, Bickford, J. Nelson,
McMahon, Ball, Panek, Seidel, Grossman, Levesque, M. Perez, Gregg, Moulton and
Raymond.

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Testerman was not in attendance to introduce his bill. The hearing was opened
by Rep. Long.

Dana Albrecht
● No recommendation other to note that hearing, need to be in a timely manner

*Vivian Girard
● Spoke in opposition
● Concerns related to child support payments, "What they owe, they owe."
● There should be no remediation for those who make no effort to pay despite

having the ability to do so.

Randall Collier
● Spoke in opposition
● Citing the US Supreme Court regarding due process

Richard Head - Attorney, Judicial Branch
● In opposition, doesn't understand the bill
● Notes that the bill deletes XX but moves it to
● The bill changes absolutely nothing.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Lorie Ball, Clerk

Rep. Testerman



















HB 404 - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0649
06/08

HOUSE BILL 404

AN ACT relative to support contempt hearings.

SPONSORS: Rep. Testerman, Merr. 3

COMMITTEE: Children and Family Law

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill revises the paragraph order of RSA 461-A:14, XVIII relative to child support contempt
orders.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 404 - AS INTRODUCED
23-0649
06/08

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT relative to support contempt hearings.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Parental Rights and Responsibilities; Support. Amend RSA 461-A:14, I to read as follows:

I. Any motion for contempt of a court order regarding nonpayment of child support,

if filed by a parent, shall be reviewed by the court within 30 days. When the arrearage

equals or exceeds the equivalent of 8 weeks of child support under the existing order, the

matter of the arrearage may be scheduled for mediation through the court within 30 days

of the filing of the motion for contempt of court unless a hearing on the motion is scheduled

earlier. The mediation shall not consider modification of the child support order. The

court shall not order mediation if there is a finding of domestic violence as defined in RSA

173-B:1, unless all parties agree to the mediation.

[I.] I-a. After the filing of a petition for divorce, annulment, separation, paternity, support,

or allocation of parental rights and responsibilities, including petitions filed by the department of

health and human services pursuant to RSA 161-B, 161-C, and 546-B, the court shall make such

further decree in relation to the support and education of the children as shall be most conducive to

their benefit and may order a reasonable provision for their support and education for the period of

time specified in paragraphs IV, V, and XVI.

2 Repeal. RSA 461-A;14, XVIII, relative to review of motions for contempt of a court order

regarding nonpayment of child support, is repealed.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024.
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