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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education

Bill Number: HB 275-LOCAL

Title: relative to schools approved for a school tuition
program by a school board.

Date: March 8, 2023

Consent Calendar: Regular Calendar

Recommendation: WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill, as amended, would allow
parents to enroll students in a tuition school approved by the local school board whose tuition cost is
above the district’s established tuition cost per pupil. Within this provision, the local board may require
the parent to pay the tuition cost difference to a school whose tuition is above the sending school’s cap,
as long as at least one other board-approved option is available that is free, without a cost to the parent.
In the Upper Valley alone, Lyme, Croydon, Monroe, Landaff, Piermont, and Bath pay tuition for middle
school level or secondary tuition students. Local school boards may create tuition contracts with other
schools, public or private, provided the school’s tuition rate falls within the sending school’s approved
tuition program. A district’s tuition program that involves multiple receiving tuition school contracts,
may include an approved receiving school that exceeds the funding cap as long as one other board
approved school that provides all the necessary requirements for the opportunity for an adequate
education is available to the student at no cost. With this policy and provision in place, there is no
discrimination; every student has the opportunity to receive the opportunity for an adequate education,
without having to pay tuition. The New Hampshire tuition program has been in place for years, and
with this successful program, parents of students in small K-8 schools currently have the opportunity to
choose which surrounding schools they’d like their students to attend. To make such a decision, parents
must consider: availability of academic programming, offered special education services, co-curricular
activities, proximity to parents’ daily job/work, needed transportation, career technical education
offerings at the receiving school, graduation rates, and more. Parents strongly consider moving into
tuition option communities when locating and choosing a place to live.

Amendment: 2023-0839h
Rep. Rick Ladd

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill enables local school boards to approve,
among the list of schools available for tuition purposes, schools whose costs per pupil is above the
determined and approved tuition costs set by the local school board. This requires parents who choose a
school with higher tuition rates than the approved list to pay the cost difference. This arrangement
discriminates against the parents who are unable to pay the additional amount for certain schools. In
addition, the state has a constitutional duty to provide an opportunity for a free and adequate education
for every child through the public schools. In this bill, there is no requirement for the school board to
provide full tuition for a public school option. Parents should be guaranteed a public school option
without any additional payment. This bill needs more work to ensure equity and accessibility for all
students.

Amendment:
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approved school that provides all the necessary requirements for the opportunity for an adequate
education is available to the student at no cost. With this policy and provision in place, there is no
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Rep. Rick Ladd
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill enables local school boards to approve,
among the list of schools available for tuition purposes, schools whose costs per pupil is above the
determined and approved tuition costs set by the local school board. This requires parents who choose a
school with higher tuition rates than the approved list to pay the cost difference. This arrangement
discriminates against the parents who are unable to pay the additional amount for certain schools. In
addition, the state has a constitutional duty to provide an opportunity for a free and adequate education
for every child through the public schools. In this bill, there is no requirement for the school board to
provide full tuition for a public school option. Parents should be guaranteed a public school option
without any additional payment. This bill needs more work to ensure equity and accessibility for all
students.

Rep. Linda Tanner



Rep. Ladd, Graf. 5
March 8, 2023
2023-0839h
10/08

Amendment to HB 275-LOCAL

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Change of School or Assignment; School Tuition Program. Amend RSA 193:3, VI to read as

follows:

VI. If there is no public school for the child's grade in the resident district, the school board

may contract with another public school in another school district or with any private school that has

been approved as a school tuition program by the school board, and may raise and appropriate

money for the purposes of the contract, if the school district decides it is in the best interest of the

pupil. The district may either assign all children to schools that have been approved as a school

tuition program, or allow each child's parent to choose a school from among schools that have been

approved as a school tuition program. To enroll a child in a tuition school approved by the

local school board whose tuition cost is above the district’s established tuition cost per

pupil as determined and approved by the board, the local board may require the parent to

pay the tuition cost difference as long as at least one option does not require additional

tuition payment from the parent.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 275-LOCAL

BILL TITLE: relative to schools approved for a school tuition program by a school board.

DATE: March 8, 2023

LOB ROOM: 207

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Ladd Seconded by Rep. O. Ford AM Vote: 10-10

Amendment # 2023-0839h

Moved by Rep. Ladd Seconded by Rep. O. Ford Vote: 10-10

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Tanner Seconded by Rep. Luneau Vote: 10-10

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Arlene Quaratiello, Clerk
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Members
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Amendment to HB 275-LOCAL

1 Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

2

3 1 Change of School or Assignment; School Tuition Program. Amend RSA 193:3, VI to read as

4 follows:

5 VI. If~pr~ is no public school for the child’s grade in the resident district, the school board

6 may contract with another public school in another school district or with any private school that has

7 been approved as a school tuition program by the school board, and may raise and appropriate

8 money for the purposes of the contract, if the school district decides it is in the best interest of the

9 pupil The district may either assign all children to schools that have been approved as a school

10 tuition program, or allow each child’s parent to choose a school from among schools that have been

11 approved as a school tuition program. To enroll a child in a tuition school approved by the

12 local school board whose tuition cost is above the district’s established tuition cost per

13 pupil as determined and approved by the board, the local board may require the parent to

14 pay the tuition cost difference as long as at least one option does not require additional

15 tuition payment from the parent.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 275-LOCAL

BILL TITLE: relative to schools approved for a school tuition program by a school
board.

DATE: February 10, 2023

LOB ROOM: 205-207 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:00 pm

Time Adjourned: 1:35 pm

Committee Members: Reps. Ladd, Cordelli, O.Ford, Helcher, Drye, McDonnell, Noble,
Peternel, Myler, Cornell, Tanner, Ellison, Woodcock, Hall, Balboni, Cascadden and
Damon

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Ladd Rep. Coulon Rep. Moffett
Rep. A. Lekas Rep. Soti Rep. Hobson
Sen. Ward Sen. Avard

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

*Rep. Ladd - Prime Sponsor
● Described how the current tuition cap can limit choices for high school, explained

the process.
● School Districts use in tuitions, students for high school, and offered to put into law

the option of sharing the tuition by allowing parents to pay the difference between
the tuition and a tuition cap.

*Rep. Matt Coulon
● Supports
● Provides much needed clarification to a district he represents that has no high school.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Margaret Drye, Clerk





House Remote Testify

Education Committee Testify List for Bill HB275 on 2023-02-10 
Support: 8    Oppose: 70    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Damon, Claudia Concord, NH
cordsdamon@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/5/2023 9:36 PM

Coon, Kate Peterborough, NH
kate2coon@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No Yes 2/5/2023 10:13 PM

Alexander, Christine Cornish, NH
calex8@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 9:18 AM

Jones, Andrew Pembroke, NH
arj11718@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 10:37 AM

Devore, Gary Pembroke, NH
torin_asheron@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 10:51 AM

Howland, Curtis Manchester, NH
howland@priss.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 11:13 AM

Straiton, Marie Pembroke, NH
m.straiton@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 11:22 AM

HALLOCK, LINDA Cornish, NH
lindash@mail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 11:29 AM

Koch, Helmut Concord, NH
helmut.koch.2001@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 11:53 AM

Spielman, Kathy Sue Durham, NH
jspielman@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 11:56 AM

Satterfield, Peter Pembroke, NH
psatterfield@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 11:57 AM

Keeler, Margaret New London, NH
peg5keeler@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 12:05 PM

Raspiller, Cindy Mont Vernon, NH
raspicl@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 2:00 PM
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Brown, Howard Mont Vernon, NH
hobro39@hotmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 2:03 PM

Moore, Susan Franconia, NH
susan.moore.franconia@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 2:55 PM

Ward, Senator Ruth Stoddard, NH
Ruth.Ward@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 3:16 PM

Torpey, Jeanne Concord, NH
jtorp51@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:20 PM

Bissex, Hannah Rindge, NH
hannahinrindge@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:30 PM

Merlone, Lynn Rindge, NH
prulone@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:31 PM

Thomas, A Rindge, NH
annekerosie@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:31 PM

Hershey, Jane Rindge, NH
janelhershey@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:31 PM

Martin, Patricia Rindge, NH
pmartin2894@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:31 PM

Wessels, Susan RINDGE, NH
slwessels2010@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 3:31 PM

Hamer, Gary Manchester, NH
grhamer@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 7:00 PM

Parshall, Lucius Marlborough, NH
lucius.parshall@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 7:46 PM

Meuse, David Portsmouth, NH
David.Meuse@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Rockingham 37 Oppose No No 2/6/2023 7:59 PM

TOWNSEND,
CHARLES

Canaan, NH
chucktownsend@me.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:22 PM

Smith, Sara Pembroke, NH
sara.rose.ssmith@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 9:12 PM

Bishop, Nancy Plaistow, NH
nanbis71@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 12:08 AM

Campbell, Karen Epsom, NH
klynncampbell50@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 7:39 AM

Spier, Carry Nashua 03064, NH
carry.spier@hotmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 7:49 AM



Corell, Elizabeth Concord, NH
Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 8:54 AM

Medeiros, Jesse Plainfield, NH
bgtrck458@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 9:40 AM

Taylor, Frances Holderness, NH
egglady5@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 9:55 AM

Redmond-Scura,
Maureen

Concord, NH
mscura@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 10:17 AM

Phillips, Margery Hanover, NH
Margeryphillips@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 10:20 AM

Walker, Deborah
Klein

Meredith, NH
deb.publichealth@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 10:53 AM

Wikstrom, Kathleen Exeter, NH
kjwikstrom@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 12:20 PM

Karney, Stephen Amherst, NH
stephenakarney@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 12:32 PM

Black, William Hanover, NH
billblacknh@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 3:15 PM

Richman, Susan Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 4:11 PM

DeMark, Richard Meredith, NH
demarknh114@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 6:50 PM

DeMark, Harriet Meredith, NH
demarknh114@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 6:50 PM

Koch, Laurie Concord, NH
kochlj@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 7:01 PM

Anderson, Sarah-
Elizabeth

Concord, NH
sarah_elizabeth@mac.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 9:49 PM

Schuett, Dianne Pembroke, NH
dianne.schuett@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself and my constituents Oppose No No 2/7/2023 11:45 PM

Laker-Phelps, Gail Chichester, NH
lpsart@tds.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 4:52 PM

Almy, Susan Lebanon, NH
susan.almy@comcast.net8

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 4:53 PM

Lane, Connie Concord, NH
connie.lane@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Constitutents Oppose No No 2/8/2023 6:43 PM



Brennan, Nancy Weare, NH
burningnan14@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 9:14 PM

Keegan, John Boscawen, NH
peoresnada@tds.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 10:05 PM

Timmons, Gloria Nashua, NH
ldygt@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 10:24 PM

Gathright, Jahmar NASHUA, NH
gathrightjahmar@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 10:52 PM

Ealy, Elven Litchfield, NH
r_ealy@msn.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2023 11:06 PM

MacGregor, Leslie Grantham, NH
lsmacgregor@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 8:16 AM

Doherty, David Pembroke, NH, NH
ddoherty0845@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 8:36 AM

Lamphier, Regan Nashua, NH
reganburkelamphier@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 8:54 AM

Rettew, Annie Concord, NH
abrettew@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 10:09 AM

Nelson, Deborah Hanover, NH
dbaconnelson@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 12:20 PM

Richardson, Daniel Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/9/2023 2:02 PM

Fudge, Kim Marie NORTH CONWAY, NH
kimfudge20@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 2:47 PM

Perencevich, Ruth Concord, NH
rperence@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 9:15 PM

Billingham, Carla Salem, NH
billingham2@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2023 10:26 PM

Istel, Claudia Acworth, NH
cistel79@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 3:34 AM

Chase, Karen Hanover, NH
kpchase@verizon.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 6:47 AM

morgan, meredith hanover, NH
meredithm@kahres.org

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 7:25 AM

Martin, Lucretia Hanover, NH
Lucretia.L.Martin@Dartmouth.EDU

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 7:28 AM



Lutes, Carolyn Hanover, NH
clutes1108@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 7:29 AM

Caudill Slosberg,
Margaret

Hanover, NH
margaretcs08@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 7:36 AM

Miles, Nancy Hanover, NH
nmiles3342@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 9:22 AM

Ufford, Letitia Hanover, NH
letitia.ufford@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 10:09 AM

Burton, Mary Hanover, NH
maryburton@earthlink.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 10:10 AM

Wilke, Mary CONCORD, NH
wilke.mary@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 10:33 AM

Racusin, Sharon Hanover, NH
sdracusin@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 11:38 AM

Rand, Cindy Hanover, NH
cynthiarand@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 11:54 AM

LaMontagne, Jessica Dover, NH
finnlamontagne@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 2:25 PM

Powell, Margaret Hanover, NH
mepbox1@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/10/2023 8:56 PM

Shea, Katherine Goffstown, NH
klynshea4618@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/10/2023 11:44 PM



Marie Straiton

  

Describe definition of obscene! 

 



Sara Smith
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Margery Phillips

  

I oppose this bill

 



Daniel Richardson

  

Parent paying the cost differential is reasonable and fair to parents and school district.

 



Kim Marie Fudge

  

Please see my email to the committee.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sharon Racusin

  

No taxpayer $ for any private education. 

 











HB 275-LOCAL - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0156
10/08

HOUSE BILL 275-LOCAL

AN ACT relative to schools approved for a school tuition program by a school board.

SPONSORS: Rep. Ladd, Graf. 5; Rep. Coulon, Graf. 5; Rep. Moffett, Merr. 4; Rep. A. Lekas,
Hills. 38; Rep. Soti, Rock. 35; Rep. Hobson, Rock. 14; Sen. Ward, Dist 8; Sen.
Avard, Dist 12

COMMITTEE: Education

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill allows a pupil's parents to pay the difference between a receiving school tuition cost and
the sending district tuition cap in a school tuition program.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 275-LOCAL - AS INTRODUCED
23-0156
10/08

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT relative to schools approved for a school tuition program by a school board.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Change of School or Assignment; School Tuition Program. Amend RSA 193:3, VI to read as

follows:

VI. If there is no public school for the child's grade in the resident district, the school board

may contract with another public school in another school district or with any private school that has

been approved as a school tuition program by the school board, and may raise and appropriate

money for the purposes of the contract, if the school district decides it is in the best interest of the

pupil. The district may either assign all children to schools that have been approved as a school

tuition program, or allow each child's parent to choose a school from among schools that have been

approved as a school tuition program. To enroll a child in a tuition school approved by the

local school board whose tuition cost is above the district’s established tuition cost per

pupil as determined and approved by the board, the local board may require the parent to

pay the tuition cost difference.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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