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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Environment and Agriculture

Bill Number: HB 231-FN

Title: prohibiting the removal of claws from cats.

Date: February 28, 2023

Consent Calendar: Regular Calendar

Recommendation: WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill would make the declawing of cats a civil violation.
This practice is roundly condemned by veterinarians and appears to be rare in the state, but the
committee received testimony that it does still occur. The committee also received testimony that some
veterinarians are strongly in favor of the bill because it provides them with support when they refuse to
perform the procedure when requested by clients. The bill would continue to permit the procedure for
medically necessary reasons. The CDC does not advocate for the declawing of cats as a protective
measure for people with medical conditions complicated by cat scratches.

Rep. Nicholas Germana

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: The view in favor of Inexpedient to Legislate is
that the government should not be involved in directing how veterinarians practice medicine or dictate
what procedures they should or should not perform, nor should we make it a civil penalty with fines for
violation. The testimony of state representatives, private organizations, and veterinarians, indicated
that cat declawing is virtually non-existent in New Hampshire. Most veterinarians in New Hampshire
refuse to perform the operation unless there is a medical necessity. Veterinarians also already provide
their customers advice regarding alternative approaches to declawing. There are cases where options to
declaw could keep a cat in its home rather than rehoming or euthanasia.

Rep. Jim Creighton
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 231-FN

BILL TITLE: prohibiting the removal of claws from cats.

DATE: February 7, 2023

LOB ROOM: 301-303 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 12:02 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 1:21 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Aron, Creighton, Comtois, Verville, A. Davis, Brouillard,
Coulon, Kenny, Potenza, Smart, Bixby, Sofikitis, Dutzy, M. Murray, Germana, Haskins, M.
Howard, Knab, Morse and Vogt

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Bordes Rep. Read

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

· Rep.Bordes – largely performed for inconvenience – it is amputation – some cats behavior
may change due to declawing

· Rep. Comtois – Q. how many declaws have been performed in the State A. do not have the
numbers

· Rep Germana – Q. what would stop a Vet from performing it for therapeutic reasons and
how would it be enforced A. not sure

· Rep. Potenza – Q. You stated that the majority of veterinarians do not perform this, is this
an overreach? A. No Q. we are talking about veterinary association that are only doing it
for therapeutic reasons, if 99% do not perform A. to deter

· Rep Murray – Q. with regards to lines 10-12 – any person who violates this section, is this
the owner or the Veterinarian A. the Veterinarian as I understand it

· *Nancy Holmes – written testimony – New Boston, NH - opposes –

· *Joan O’Brien – supports – Amherst, NH – NH Animal Rights League – number of cats
declawed is not important –

· Rep Germana – Q. are you familiar with other states that have banned this practice, what
are the requirements needed to declaw due to medically necessary reason A. I am not

· Rep Knab Q. how complicated is the surgery A. we have heard from veterinarians in past
hearings that it is rather a crude surgery, but not really sure Q. how does your organization
view cropping of ears and tail docking A. today we are only talking about cats

· Kurt Ehrenberg – supports – State Director of HSUS – this is a barbaric practice and no one
who loved their pet would perform it on them - we cannot find a reputable veterinarian in
this state that performs this – my job is to represent the animals in this state – there is no
diagnostic therapeutic reason to perform this surgery



· Rep. Comtois – Q. Did you state that there is no diagnostic therapeutic reason to perform
this surgery A. yes

· Rep Creighton Q. did you state there are no reputable veterinarians in this state that are
doing it A. yes

· Rep. Bixby – Q. if it is so hard to find people doing this, how would we find the people that is
doing this A. It’s in the bill

· Rep. Comtois Q. do you think that the relationship between the owner and Veterinarian is
important A. here to protect the animals

· Rep Brouillard Q. how many cats do you currently represent and how many are in danger of
getting their cats removed A. I do not represent cats nor own a cat

· *Angela Ferrari – Dog Owners of the Granite State – opposes – written testimony – also
emailed testimony that would reverse the bill legislating the declawing of cats – Missouri bill

· Rep Germana Q. at what point does any procedure dealing with an animal become cruelty
A. you have a veterinarian that takes an oath to the health, welfare, etc... we’re not
adhering to it

· Rep. Dutzy Q. we have many procedures on the books for people that have been banned A.
it has been done for many years and for positive outcomes Q. can you speak to the
doctor/patient relationships A. I am not a doctor and could not speak to that

· Rep. Read – supports - Rockingham 10, Newmarket and Newfields – the idea of private
decisions has been used – all our laws are written for bad actors – Lines 10-12 means any
person, not just veterinarians

· Rep Germana Q. who is a bad actor, do you have a specific way that the enforcement
mechanism would work A. the prosecution would need to go and collect evidence

· Rep Murray Q. at home declawing, do you have any data regarding that A. I have no data

· Rep Aron Q. if we banned declawing in the state, wouldn’t this push more harmful declaws
at home A. we already heard that 99.9% of vet do not do this

· Jane Barlow Ray – NHMVA – opposes – practicing since 2006 – not sure where to begin –
AVMA does not support routine declawing but does not support legislating it – NHVMA
actively discourages the practice – we only represent about 400 veterinarians in the state –
many of the corporate veterinarian clinics have already banned the procedure – At the
January AVMA meeting spoke with students, it is across the board as it is not being taught –
Veterinarians ultimate goal is for the owner/pet bond

· Rep Aron Q. how often are people successfully persuaded not to declaw their cat when
talking with their veterinarian A. I can only speak for myself, but 100% rate

· Rep Dutzy Q. if this bill passes what harm does it do to veterinarians A. the harm will be
more of an emotional harm, is someone going to tell on you, social media has not been
friendly to veterinarians

· Rep Aron Q. with respect to the procedure why would one instance not be cruel and cruel for
another instance A. thought that we are doing with no anesthesia is a falsehood – we must
adhere to a standard of care, the thought that it would be cruel vs not cruel, as long as we
are adhering to a standard of care we would not be accused of cruelty – possibly a
definition/semantic issues Q. are there any other procedures that are banned in NH A. not
that I am aware



· Rep Bixby Q. at-home declaw kits, have you seen or heard on any issues A. no Q. if you
cannot trim your cats, how can you declaw your cat

· Rep. Aron Q. just googled declaw cat kits and it is gel kits you put on the paws

· Rep Sofikitis Q. how many veterinarian clinics in NH A. 900 certified veterinarians in the
state, 400 members in their organization

· Rep Germana Q. the bill allows for exceptions, given the possible impact of the animal over
its life, would you consider this cruel to the cat A. no, if it is based on the owner/animal
bond

· Rep Knab Q. why the AVMA recommends against the procedure A. society has changed,
and it is no longer a necessity, and there are other options

· Rep Coulon – Q. would you say that education on this issue would be more effective than
this bill criminalizing this A. yes, it is already being done

· Rep Comtois – Q. Corporate practices, how many are members of the AVMA A. not many.

Respectfully submitted,
Rep. Comtois, Clerk
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Hurley, Jack Claremont, NH
jrhurjd@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/3/2023 1:49 PM

OBrien, Joan Amherst, NH
joanlobrien@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:13 PM

Yurenka, Katrina Jaffrey, NH
kyurenka@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:21 PM

Slepian, Jean Stoddard, NH
jeans1155@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:26 PM

Cheese-Probert,
Helen

Freedom, NH
helencprobert@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:27 PM

Smith, Ginny MANCHESTER, NH
ginsu1@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:33 PM

Caplan, Elise Grantham, NH
elisegrila@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:39 PM

Blodgett, Jean Loudon, NH
Jblodgett1962@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:52 PM

Thompson, Susan MANCHESTER, NH
ginsu@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:55 PM

Doyle, Kathryn Concord, NH
kathryn.doyle@nh.gov

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:56 PM

Graber, Caelin GREENVILLE, NH
caelingraber@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:57 PM

Quilici, Michael Concord, NH
mquilici@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 7:57 PM

Fournier, Suzanne Milford, NH
animalfriendlysolutions@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 8:05 PM
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Hammer, Jennifer Stratham, NH
jennihammer@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 8:11 PM

Alexander, Elizabeth Benton, NH
goldierocksbest@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 8:11 PM

Freilich, Pam Dunbarton, NH
pam@gmavt.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 8:21 PM

Flis, Carole Stratham, NH
decaf12@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 9:03 PM

Richardson, Diane Georges mills, NH
Workingclasscanine@msn.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/5/2023 9:36 PM

Haddad, Nuha Concord, NH
nuha.haddad10@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 9:55 PM

Ball, Darlene Claremont, NH
darleneball3@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 9:55 PM

Rauter, Linda Chichester, NH
lcr80@tds.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2023 10:56 PM

Dombrowski, Sandra Rye, NH
SandraUSA@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 12:30 AM

Griffin, Laurie Portsmouth, NH
Lauriebty@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 3:16 AM

SAWTELLE, ERICK LEE, NH
esawtelles@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 7:21 AM

doyle, maralyn Newbury, NH
maralynruth1@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 7:46 AM

Langley, Hester North sutton, NH
hester45@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:19 AM

Glenn, Cynthia Merrimack, NH
cglenn410@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:33 AM

LiPetri, Joseph Merrimack, NH
jlipetri@live.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:34 AM

Trently, Bertha Stratham, NH
bdh1220@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:44 AM

Keane, Stephanie Dublin, NH
globetrottingsteph@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:52 AM

Booth, Anne Sharon, NH
booth117@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 9:57 AM



Dionne, Linda Raymond, NH
lindld@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 10:32 AM

HAUSER, ROBERT SHARON, NH
rhbusyhaus@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 11:03 AM

Wahl, BJ Sullivan, NH
bjwahl@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 11:34 AM

Switzer, Bob Sullivan, NH
bjwahl@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 11:35 AM

Canelas, Diane Pelham, NH
beebennett1058@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/6/2023 1:03 PM

Trently, Bill Stratham, NH
trentlyzit@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 1:41 PM

Herlihy, Nina Rye, NH
herlihedrons@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 3:21 PM

Yeaton, Elinor Concord, NH
e.yeaton@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 3:35 PM

GLOVER, JAMES Raymond, NH
glover31188@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 4:44 PM

Campbell, Kay Epsom, NH
kkcampbell43@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 4:54 PM

Taylor, DVM, Barry Franklin, NH
franklinveterinaryclinic@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself as a member of the veterinary
profession

Support No No 2/6/2023 5:06 PM

Kong, Marcia Belmont, NH
mak3474@msn.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 5:11 PM

Youzwak, Jason Danville, NH
veganjay@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 5:20 PM

Carmack, Karen Manchester, NH
Luckysilvercricket@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 5:49 PM

Berrio, Simon Holderness, NH
quahog319@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 6:00 PM

Carbone, Debra Loudon, NH
debcarbone@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 6:14 PM

Herrick, Elizabeth Deering, NH
lherrick@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 6:21 PM

Fransen-Conroy,
Michelle

Concord, NH
mshellfc@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 6:26 PM



Taylor, Kimberly Franklin, NH
KimImagin@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 6:30 PM

Keller, Donna Nashua, NH
donnakeller@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 6:37 PM

Rice, Amy Tilton, NH
amybeth08@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 7:22 PM

White, Mark Deering, NH
white0320@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 7:23 PM

Chase, Valerie Gilford, NH
valerieachase@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 7:30 PM

Chase, Thomas Gilford, NH
thomaschase4@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 7:30 PM

Rice, Molly Meredith, NH
Mollyander26@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 7:36 PM

Hils, Sarah Canterbury, NH
shickeyhils@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 8:37 PM

Snyder, Kristina Chester, NH
khsnyder22@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public NH Citizens Against Recreational
Trapping

Support No No 2/6/2023 9:29 PM

Perrault, Lee Cape Coral, FL
Viades@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 10:01 PM

Fournier, Katrina Gorham, NH
openfire04@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/6/2023 10:03 PM

Davis, Kathryn Rochester, NH
dvs.kthryn@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 5:07 AM

Ford, Catherine Brookline, NH
omegarr@charter.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 7:29 AM

Campbell, Karen Epsom, NH
klynncampbell50@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 8:37 AM

Loosigian, Julie Sunapee, NH
jloosigian@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 8:56 AM

Charest, Jeanne Berlin, NH
nhwoodduck@myfairpoint.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 9:31 AM

Moore, Trois Goffstown, NH
mooretrois@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 10:20 AM

Fitts, Melodie Laconis, NH
mlfitts@metrocast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 10:52 AM



Pearl, Howard Senate District 17, NH
peter.oneill@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 2/7/2023 11:59 AM

Fistick, Stanley Littleton, NH
stanleyfistick@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 1:29 PM

Sanphy, Diandra Hampton, NH
drogo68@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 7:42 PM

Shartzer, Jane Greenlaand, NH
shartzerj@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/7/2023 10:37 PM







































HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 231-FN

BILL TITLE: prohibiting the removal of claws from cats.

DATE: February 28, 2023

LOB ROOM: 301-303

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Creighton Seconded by Rep. A. Davis Vote: 9-9

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Barbara Comtois, Clerk





HB 231-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0384
08/05

HOUSE BILL 231-FN

AN ACT prohibiting the removal of claws from cats.

SPONSORS: Rep. Bordes, Belk. 5; Rep. Read, Rock. 10

COMMITTEE: Environment and Agriculture

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill creates a criminal penalty for declawing a cat.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 231-FN - AS INTRODUCED
23-0384
08/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT prohibiting the removal of claws from cats.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Removal of Claws from Cats. Amend RSA 644 by inserting after section 8-g the

following new section:

644:8-h Removal of Claws from Cats Prohibited.

I. No person shall remove the claws of a cat by performing an onychectomy, partial or

complete phalangectomy, or a tendonectomy, by any means, on a cat except when necessary in order

to address the physical medical condition of the cat, such as an existing or recurring illness,

infection, disease, injury, or abnormal condition in the claw that compromises the cat's health. No

person shall remove the claws of a cat for cosmetic or aesthetic reasons or for reasons of convenience

in keeping or handling the cat.

II. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a violation and subject to a civil

penalty of $500 for the first violation, $1,000 for the second violation, and $2,500 for any subsequent

violation.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13



LBA
23-0384
12/22/22

HB 231-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT prohibiting the removal of claws from cats.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ X ] County [ ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0

Revenue $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

Funding Source: [ X ] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ ] Other

METHODOLOGY:

This bill establishes a violation level offense that may result in civil actions and penalties for

declawing a cat. There is no method to determine how many charges, if any, would be brought

as a result of this bill to determine the fiscal impact on expenditures. The Judicial Branch has

indicated the potential cost per case for violation level offenses would be $122 in FY 2024 (not

including appeals).

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Judicial Branch


