
HB 160 - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION
23-0610
04/05

HOUSE BILL 160

AN ACT relative to public display of chest.

SPONSORS: Rep. Hynes, Hills. 2; Rep. Read, Rock. 10

COMMITTEE: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill provides that the public display of a person's chest or nipple shall not be a criminal
violation and voids any municipal ordinance adopted that is contrary to this provision.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three

AN ACT relative to public display of chest.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Paragraph; Public Indecency and Lewdness. Amend RSA 645:1 by inserting after

paragraph III the following new paragraph:

IV. It shall not constitute a violation of this section, nor shall it be an offense under any

provision of this title, for any person to display their chest or nipple in public. Any municipal

ordinance adopted that is contrary to this paragraph shall be void and without effect.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 30 days after its passage.
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Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

February 3, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 160,

AN ACT relative to public display of chest. Having

considered the same, report the same with the following

resolution: RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO

LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The bill is requesting the state to interfere in regulating municipal ordinances.  We believe there
could be unintended consequences of such a bill.  The sponsor took his grievance to the local court
and then to the supreme court, in which each ruled against him. We believe every town and city is
unique, and they create ordinances based on the make-up and the wishes of the local people.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 160

Title: relative to public display of chest.

Date: February 3, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 14-6.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes
FOR THE MAJORITY



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 160, relative to public display of chest. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for theMajority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The bill is requesting
the state to interfere in regulating municipal ordinances.  We believe there could be unintended
consequences of such a bill.  The sponsor took his grievance to the local court and then to the
supreme court, in which each ruled against him. We believe every town and city is unique, and they
create ordinances based on the make-up and the wishes of the local people. Vote 14-6.

REGULAR CALENDAR



Original: House Clerk
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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 3, 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 160,

AN ACT relative to public display of chest. Having

considered the same, and being unable to agree with

the Majority, report with the recommendation that the

bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Jason Janvrin

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

NH is a Dillon rule state. Subdivisions of the state are barred from doing anything not authorized by
the General Court by statute or by the NH Constitution. Public display of the chest is not a violation
of state law and the General Court has not authorized subdivisions of the state to regulate it. What
is lawful conduct in Hampton beach, Conway, or Keene should also be lawful conduct in Laconia.
The minority of the committee recommends this bill Ought to Pass to prohibit regulation of this
conduct by subdivisions of the state.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 160

Title: relative to public display of chest.

Date: February 3, 2023

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Jason Janvrin
FOR THE MINORITY



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 160, relative to public display of chest. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jason Janvrin for theMinority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. NH is a Dillon rule
state. Subdivisions of the state are barred from doing anything not authorized by the General Court
by statute or by the NH Constitution. Public display of the chest is not a violation of state law and
the General Court has not authorized subdivisions of the state to regulate it. What is lawful conduct
in Hampton beach, Conway, or Keene should also be lawful conduct in Laconia. The minority of the
committee recommends this bill Ought to Pass to prohibit regulation of this conduct by subdivisions
of the state.

REGULAR CALENDAR





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 160

BILL TITLE: relative to public display of chest.

DATE: January 19, 2023

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:45 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 11:03 a.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Janvrin, D. Mannion, Reid, Stone, Tenczar, Harriott-
Gathright, Meuse, Bouldin, N. Murphy, R. Newman, Newell and Selig

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep Dan Hynes introduces his bill

 This bill codifies state law. Our state has already determined a bare chest does not

constitute a crime but some towns don’t like that and have made local legislation to

indicate otherwise

 NH Supreme Court ruled against this case 3-2, US Supreme Court did not take the case

but asked AG to respond

 Chairman Roy asks for the documentation of the appeal to Supreme Court and the

response from the AG

 Rep Sytek asks Rep Hynes if this issue is so monumental that we have to override local

control. Rep Hynes says that localities are being discriminatory in how they apply these

restrictions. The legislature has the power and ability to give and take away local control.

Someone should not be a criminal for something in Laconia that is legal in Hampton.

 Rep Rhodes asks if this bill would make it so any woman in the State House could come

in topless and that would be legal, Rep Hynes states that House session would be

subject to house rules but current law already allows women to be topless in public

 Rep Newman asks for clarification that businesses could still set their own rules and

guidelines for customers, Rep Hynes says yes this would not apply to local businesses 

 Chairman Roy asks how this would apply to venues for example during bike week, Rep

Hynes says if it is a privately owned business this would not be applicable. 

 Rep Newman asks for clarification that this bill would prevent all towns from creating

these ordinances, Rep Hynes says yes

 Rep Selig asks for clarification if there is equity under the current ordinances, Rep Hynes

says no there is not as females are specifically targeted and everything is under the

discretion of responding officers. Rep Selig asks for follow up if people breastfeeding can

Rep. Hynes Rep. Read



be cited under these ordinances, Rep Hynes says no as this is protected by other

statutes

Jeffrey Yunes

 In support of bill

 Research scientist at a small nonprofit

 These ordinances are insinuating that women’s bodies are harmful and they should be

primarily viewed as sex objects, promotes unhealthy attitudes towards women and their

bodies

 Nudity is not illegal because it’s harmful but because some people are uncomfortable by

those who act differently. Offending others by being different is not a crime.

 Protecting individual liberties, especially in cases like this where the law is discriminatory,

overrides concerns about local control

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Alissandra Murray, Clerk










































