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HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
31Mar2022... 1181h
2022 SESSION
22-2110
05/04

HOUSE BILL 1526-FN

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

SPONSORS: Rep. Snow, Hills. 19; Rep. Schapiro, Ches. 16; Rep. McMahon, Rock. 7; Rep.
Marsh, Carr. 8; Rep. Langley, Hills. 8; Rep. Wallner, Merr. 10; Sen. Rosenwald,
Dist 13; Sen. Sherman, Dist 24

COMMITTEE:  Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

-

ANALYSIS

This bill repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30, 2023, of 2020, 39:1, which
required the department of health and human services to amend the income eligibility standard for
the "in and out medical assistance” policy. The bill alsc makes an appropriation to the department
of health and human services to implement the revised income eligibility standard.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-breekets-and-struckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
31Mar2022... 1181h ‘ 22-2110
‘ 05/04

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two
AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

~

1 Repeal. 2021, 91:424, suspending 2020, 39:1, which required the department of health and
human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in and out medical assistance"
policy, is repealed.

2 Appropriation; In and Out Medical Assistance. The sum of $2,685,192 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to
implement 2020; 39:1. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. ,

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2023.



LBA
22-2110
Revised 1/27/22

HB 1526-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED
AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ ]Local [ 1None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025
Appropriation $0 $5,370,384 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

$3.8 million - $7.7
million in state

Expenditures Indeterminable | general funds; the $0 $0
same in matching
‘ federal funds _
Furiding Source: | [X]General [ ]Education [ ]Highway - [X]Other- "
METHODOLOGY:

This bill repeals Chapter 91:424, Laws of 2021, a provision in the budget trailer bill that
suspended changes to the Medicaid In & Out program for the FY 22/23 biennium. Originally,
Chapter 39:1, Laws of 2020 would have required the Department of Health and Human Services
to amend the income eligibility standard for the In & Out population to less than or equal to 133
1/3 percent of the income Limit contained in Section 1931 of the federal Sccial Security Act. By
suspending this provision, the budget trailer bill delayed the changes (and associated cost) until

July 1, 2023. This bill, by contrast, would restore the changes effective upon the bill's passage.

The Department states, as of October 2021, there were 6,073 individuals in the In & Out
program, of whom 5,104 were in a household of one, 766 were in a household of two, and 203
were in a household of three or more. The current protected income limits are $591 and $675 for

households of one and two, respectively.

The Department states that under the proposed change, the maximum protected income level
under the In & Out program will increase from $591 to $901 for a household of one and from
$675 to $1,047 for a household of two. This change would result in the elimination of the spend-
down requirement for 998 individuals (920 in a household of one and 78 in a household of twao),
resulting in those individuals enrolling in a managed care organization rather than continuing to

participate in the fee-for-service based In & Out program. The remaining 5,075 individuals will




remain in the fee-for-service program, and will have their spend-down amounts decreased by

varying amounts.

With respect to the 998 individuals transitioning to managed care, the Department states that
depending on the percentage of individuals who are dually-eligible for both Medicaid and
Medicare, total costs will be between $7.6 million and $15.4 million per year, of which half
(between $3.8 million and $7.7 million per year) would be paid for with state general funds and
half with matching federal funds. The Department is unable to determine the cost for those
individuals who will remain in the In & Out program but whose spend-down requirements will

be reduced as a result of the proposed change.

This bill contains an appropriation of $5,370,384 in FY23. The bill is effective upon passage, so

it is unknown what costs, if any, will be incurred in FY22.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services



HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
31Mar2022... 1181h
2022 SESSION

22.2110
05/04
HOUSE BILL 1526-FN
ANACT  relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.
 SPONSORS: Rep. Snow, H%lls. 19; Rep. Schapiro, Ches. 16; Rep. McMahon, Rock. 7; Rep.

Marsh, Carr. 8; Rep. Langley, Hills. 8; Rep. Wallner, Merr. 10; Sen. Rosenwald,
Dist 13; Sen. Sherman, Dist 24
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ANALYSIS

A
This bill repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30, 2023, of 2020, 39:1, which
required the department of health and human services to amend the income eligibility standard for
the "in and out medical assistance" policy. The bill alsoc makes an appropriation to the department
of health and human services to implement the revised income eligibility standard.

Explanation: Matter added te current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [n-brackets-and-struelthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
31Mar2022... 1181h 22-2110

05/04
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two
AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Repeal. 2021, 91:424, suspending 2020, 39:1, which required the department of health and
human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in and cut medical assistance”.
policy, is repealed. _ . . ' . )

2 Appropriation; In and Out Medical Assistance. The sum of $2,685,192 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to
implement 2020; 39:1. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2023.



LBA

22-2110
Revised 1/27/22

HB 1526-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ ]Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025
Appropriation $0 $5,370,384 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

$3.8 million - $7.7
million in state
Expenditures Indeterminable | general funds; the $0 $0
same in matching
federal funds
Funding Source: [ X] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway { X] Other -

METHODOLOGY:

This bill repeals Chapter 91:424, Laws of 2021, a provision in the budget trailer bill that
suspended changes to the Medicaid In & Out program for the FY 22/23 biennium. Originally,
Chapter 39:1, Laws of 2020 would have required the Department of Health and Human Services
to amend the income eligibility standard for the In & Out population to less than or equal to 133
1/3 percent of the income limit contained in Section 1931 of the federal Social Security Act. By
suspending this provision, the budget trailer bill delayed the changes (and associated cost) until

July 1, 2023. This bill, by contrast, would restore the changes effective upon the bill's passage.

The Department states, as of October 2021, there were 6,073 individuals in the In & Out
program, of whom 5,104 were in a household of one, 766 were in a househqld of two, and 203
were in a household of three or more. The current protected income limits are $591 and $675 for

households of one and two, respectively.

The Department states that under the proposed change, the maximum protected income level
under the In & Out program will increase from $591 to $901 for a household of one and from
$675 to $1,047 for a household of two. This change would result in the elimination of the spend-
down requirement for 998 individuals (820 in a household of one and 78 in a household of two),
resulting in those individuals enrolling in a managed care organization rather than continuing to

participate in the fee-for-service based In & Out program. The remaining 5,075 individuals will




remain in the fee-for-service program, and will have their spend-down amounts decreased by

varying amounts,

With respect to the 998 individuals transitioning to managed care, the Department states that
depending on the percentage of individuals who are dually-eligible for both Medicaid and
Medicare, total costs will be between $7.6 million and $15.4 million per year, of which half
(between $3.8 million and $7.7 million per year) would be paid for with state general funds and
half with matching federal funds. The Department is unable to determine the cost for those
individuals who will remain in the In & Out program but whose spend-down requirements will

be reduced as a result of the proposed change.

This bill contains an appropriation of $5,370,384 in FY23. The bill is effective upon passage, so

it is unknown what costs, if any, will be incurred in FY22.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services



LBA
22-2110

HB 1526-FN FISCAL NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE (AMENDMENT #2022-1181h)

ANACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County [ ]Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025
Appropriation $0 $2,685,192 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

$1.9 million - $3.8
million in state

Expenditures $0 | general funds; the $0 $0
same in matching
federal funds ,
ronding Source: | [X1General [ ]Bducation [ ] Highway, ' [X]Other-
Funding Source: __| Matching federal funds . : s i &

METHODOLOGY:

This bill repeals Chapter 91:424, Laws of 2021, effective January 1, 2023. The section being
repealed is a provision in the budget trailer bill that suspended changes to the Medicaid In &
QOut program for the FY 22/23 biennium. Originally, Chapter 39:1, Laws of 2020 would have
required the Department of Health and Human Services to amend the income eligibility
standard for the In & Out population to less than or equal to 133 1/3 percent of the income limit
contained in Section 1931 of the federal Social Security Act. By suspending this provision, the
budget trailer bill delayed the changes (and associated cost) until July 1, 2023. This bill would
restore the changes effective January 1, 2023.

The Department states, as of October 2021, there were 6,073 individuals in the In & Out
program, of whom 5,104 were in a household of one, 766 were in a household of two, and 203
were in a household of three or more. The current protected income limits are $591 and $675 for

households of one and two, respectively,

The Department states that under the proposed change, the maximum protected income level
under the In & Qut program will increase from $591 to $901 for a household of one and from
3675 to $1,047 for a household of two. This change would result in the elimination of the spend-




down requirement for 998 individuals (920 in a household of one and 78 in a household of two),
resulting in those individuals enrolling in a managed care organization rather than continuing to
participate in the fee-for-service based In & Qut program. The remaining 5,075 individuals will
remain in the fee-for-service program, and will have their spend-down amounts decreased hy

varying amounts.

With respect to the 998 individuals transitioning to managed care, the Department states that
depending on the percentage of individuals who are dually-eligible for both Medicaid and
Medicare, total costs will be between $7.6 million and $15.4 million per full year of
implementation, of which half (between $3.8 million and $7.7 million) would be paid for with
state general funds and half with matching federal funds. The general fund cost of the bill as
amended, with its effective date of January 1, 2023, would therefore be half of this amount, or a
range of $1.9 million to $3.8 million. The Department is unable to determine the cost for those
individuals who will remain in the In & Out program but whose spend-down requirements will

be reduced as a result of the proposed change.

This bill contains an appropriation of $2,685,192 in FY23.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:
Department of Health and Human Services



HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
31Mar2022... 1181h
05/05/2022 1833s
05/056/2022 1956s

2022 SESSION

222110
05/04

HOUSE BILL 1526-FN

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

SPONSORS: Rep. Snow, Hills. 19; Rep. Schapiro, Ches. 16; Rep. McMahon, Rock. 7; Rep.
Marsh, Carr. 8; Rep. Langley, Hills. 8; Rep. Wallner, Merr. 10; Sen. Rosenwald,
Dist 13; Sen. Sherman, Dist 24

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

I. Repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30, 2023, of 2020, 39:1, which required
the department of health and human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in
and out medical assistance" policy.

II. Makes an appropriatioh to the department of health and human services to implement the
revised income eligibility standard.

ITII. Revises the duties of the executive committee established in the mental health counseling
compact, contingent upon the compact becoming law.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-andstrvelthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
31Mar2022... 1181h
05/05/2022 1833s
05/05/2022 1956s 22-2110
05/04

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two
AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Repfesentatives in General Court convened:

1 Repeal. 2021, 91:424, suspending 2020, 39:1, which required the department of health and
human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in and out medical assistance"
policy, is repealed.

2 Approﬁriation; I_n and Qut Medical Assistance. The sum of $2,685,192 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to
implement 2020; 39:1. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department may accept and expend matching
federal funds for this purpose without prior approval of the fiscal committee.

3 Mental Health Counseling Compact; Executive Committee Duties. RSA 330-D:8, IV is
repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

IV. The executive committee shall:
(a) Have the power to act on behalf of the commission according to the terms of this
compact; - |
(b) Be composed of up to 11 members:

(1) Seven ‘voting members who are elept;ed by the commission from the current
membership of the commission; and

(2) Up to 4 ex-officio, non-voting members from 4 recognized national professional
counselor organizations to be selected by their respective organizations;

() The commission may remove any member of the executive committee as provided in
the bylaws; -

(d) Meet at least annually; and

() Have the following duties and responsibilities:

(1) Recommend to the entire commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to
this compact legislation, fees paid by the compact memﬁer states such as annual dues, and any
commission compact fee charged to licensees for the privilege to practice;

(2) Ensure ciompact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual
or otherwise; _

(8) Prepare and recommend the budget;

(4) Maintain financial records on behalf of the commission;
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HB 1526-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
-Page 2- -

(5) Monitor compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to
the commission;

(6) Establish additional committees as necessary; and

(7) Other duties as provided in rules or the bylaws.

4 Contingency. If SB 397 of the 2022 legislative session becomes law, then section 3 of this act
shall take effect at 12:01 AM on the date SB 397 takes effect. If SB 397 of the 2022 legislative
session does not become law, then section 3 of this act shall not take effect.

5 Effective Date.

1. Section 3 of this act shall take effect as provided in section 4 of this act.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 1, 2023.



LBA
22-2110
Amended 4/26/22

HB 1526-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE (AMENDMENT #2022-1181h)

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ ]Local [ ] None

Estimated Increése / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025

Appropriation . . $0 $2,685,192 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

$1.9 million - $3.8
million in state

Expenditures $0 | general funds; the $0 $0
- same in matching
, , : federal funds _ -
= . . {~“[X]General -~ [ ]Education = [ ]Highway . --[X] Other-
Funding Source: . | 1o hing foderal finds™ & . - - . o
METHODOLOGY:

This bill repeals Chapter 91:424, Laws of 2021, effective January 1, 2023. The section being
repealed is a provision in the budget trailer bill that suspended changes to the Medicaid In &
Out program for the FY 22/23 biennium. Originally, Chapter 39:1, Laws of 2020 would have
required the Department of Health and Human Services to amend the income eligibility
standard for the In & Out population to less than or equal to 133 1/3 percent of the income limit
contained in Section 1931 of the federal Social Security Act. By suspending this provision, the
budget trailer bill delayed the changes (and associated cost) until July 1, 2023. This bill would
restore the changes effective January 1, 2023.

The Department states, as of October 2021, there were 6,073 individuals in the In & Out
program, of whom 5,104 were in a household of one, 766 were in a household of two, and 203
were in a household of three or more. The current protected income limits are $591 and $675 for

households of one and two, respectively.

The Department states that under the proposed change, the maximum protected income level
under the In & Out program will increase from $591 to $901 for a household of one and from
$675 to $1,047 for a household of two. This change would result in the elimination of the spend-
down requirement for 998 individuals (320 in a household of one and 78 in a household of twa),

resulting in those individuals enrolling in a managed care organization rather than continuing to




participate in the fee-for-service based In & Qut program. The remaining 5,075 individuals will
§
remain in the fee-for-service program, and will have their spend-down amounts decreased by

varying amounts.

With respect to the 998 individuals transitioning to managed care, the Department states that
depending on the percentage of individuals who are dually-eligible for both Medicaid and
Medicare, total costs will be between $7.6 million and $15.4 million per full year of
implementation, of which half (between $3.8 million and $7.7 million) would be paid for with
state general funds and half with matching federal funds. The general fund cost of the bill as
amended, with its effective date of January I, 2023, would therefore be half of this amount, or a
range of $1.9 million to $3.8 million. The Department is unable to determine the cost for those
individuals who will remain in the In & Qut program but whose spend-down requirements will

be reduced as a result of the proposed change.
This bill contains an appropriation of $2,685,192 in FY23.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services



CHAPTER 265
HB 1526-FN - FINAL VERSION
31Mar2022... 1181h
05/05/2022 1833s
05/05/2022 1956s
26May2022... 2108EBA

2022 SESSION

22-2110
' 05/04
HOUSE BILL 1526-FN
AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance and relative to the
executive committee for the mental health counseling compact.
SPONSORS: Rep. Snow, Hills. 19; Rep. Schapiro, Ches. 16; Rep. McMahon, Rack. 7; Rep. Marsh,

Carr. 8; Rep. Langley, Hills. 8; Rep. Wallner, Merr. 10; Sen. Rosenwald, Dist 13; Sen.
Sherman, Dist 24

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

l. Repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30, 2023, of 2020, 38:1, which required the
department of health and human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in and out
medical assistance" policy.

Il. Makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to implement the revised
income eligibility standard.

. Revises the duties of the executive committee established in. the mental health counseling
compact, contingent upon the compact becoming law.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bo/d italics.
Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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CHAPTER 265
HB 1526-FN - FINAL VERSION
J1Mar2022... 1181h
05/05/2022 1833s
05/05/2022 1956s
26May2022... 2108EBA 22-2110
05/04

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenly Two

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance and relative to the
executive committee for the mental health counseling compact.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

265:1 Repgal. 2021, 91:424, suspending 2020, 39:1, which required the department of health and
human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in and out medical assistance" policy, is
repealed.

265:2 Appropriation; In and Out Medical Assistance. The sum of $2,685,192 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to
implement 2020; 39:1. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department may accept and expend matching federal funds for
this purpose without prior approval of the fiscal committee.

265:3 Mental Health Counseling Compact; Executive Committee Duties. RSA 330-D:8, IV is
repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

[V. The executive committee shall:
(a) Have the power to act on behalf of the commission according to the terms of this
compact, .
(b) Be composed of up to 11 members:

(1) Seven voting members who are elected by the commission from the current
membership of the commission; and

(2) Up to 4 ex-officio, non-voting members from 4 recognized national professional
counselor organizations to be selected by their respective organizations; and

{3) The commission may remove any member of the executive committee as provided in
the bylaws; -

(c) Meet at least annually; and
{d} Have the following duties and responsibilities:

{1} Recommend to the entire commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to this
compact legislation, fees paid by the compact member states such as annual dues, and any commission
compact fee charged to licensees for the privilege to practice;

(2) Ensure compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual or
otherwise;

(3) Prepare and recommend the budget;

{4) Maintain financial records on behalf of the commission;
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CHAPTER 265
HB 1526-FN - FINAL VERSION
-Page 2 -

(5) Monitor compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to the
commission;
' (6) Estabiish additional committees as necessary; and
(7) Other duties as provided in rules or the bylaws.

265:4 Contingency. If SB 397 of the 2022 legislative session becomes law, then section 3 of this act
shall take effect at 12:01 AM on the date SB 397 takes effect. If SB 397 of the 2022 legislative session
does not become law, then section 3 of this act shall not take effect.

265:5 Effective Date.

I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect as provided in section 4 of this act.
1I. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 1, 2023.

Approved: June 24, 2022

Effective Date:

l. Section 3 effective as provided in section 4
Il. Remainder effective January 1, 2023



Amendments
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Sen. Rosenwald, Dist 13
April 25, 2022
2022-1741s

05/04

Amendment to HB 1526-FN

Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

2 Appropriation; In and Out Medical Assistance. The sum of $2,685,192 ’for thc; fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to
implement 2020; 39:1. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any,money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department may accept and e*pa’rg' matching

federal funds for this purpose without prlor approval of the fiscal committee.™

'
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Senate Finance
April 26, 2022
2022-1833s
05/04

Amendment to HB 1526-FN

Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

2 Appropriation; In and Out Medical Assistance. The sum of $2,685,192 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to
implement 2020; 39:1. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money

in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The-departmefitmay-acgept-and-expendmatching=—t

federalfonds-for-this-purposewithout-prior-approval:ofithe:fiscalcommittees
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Sen. Kahn, Dist 10
May 4, 2022
2022-1956s

07/08

Floor Amendment to HB 1526-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:

3 Mental Hezalth Counseling Compact; Executive Committee Duties. RSA 330-D:8, IV is
repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
IV. The executive committee shall:
(a) Have the power to act on behalf of the commission according to the terms of this
compact;
(b) Be composed of up to 11 members:

(1) Seven voting members who are elected by the commission from the current
membership of the commission; and

(2) Up to 4 ex-officio, non-voting members from 4 recognized national professional
counselor organizations to be selected by their respective organizations;

(¢) The commission may remove any member of the executive committee as provided in
the bylaws;

(d) Meet at least annually; and

(e) Have the following duties and responsibilities:

(1) Recommend to the entire commission changes to the rules or bylaws, changes to
this compact legislation, fees paid by the compact member states such as annual dues, and any
commission compact fee charged to licensees for the privilege to practice;

(2) Ensure compact administration services are appropriately provided, contractual
or otherwise;

(3) Prepare and recommend the budget;

(4) Maintain financial records on behalf of the commission;

(6) Monitor compact compliance of member states and provide compliance reports to
the commisgsion;

(6) Establish additional committees as necessary; and

(7} Other duties as provided in rules or the bylaws.

4 Contingency. If SB 397 of the 2022 legislative session becomes law, then section 3 of this act
shall take effect at 12:01 AM on the date SB 397 takes effect. If SB 397 of the 2022 legislative
session does not become law, then section 3 of this act shall not take effect.

5 Effective Date.

I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect as provided in section 4 of this act.



Floor Amendment to HB 1526-FN
-Page 2 -

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 1, 2023.



Floor Amendment to HB 1526-FN
-Page 3 -

2022-1956s
AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill;
L. Repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30, 2023, of 2020, 39:1, which required
the department of health and human services to amend the income eligibility standard for the "in

and out medical assistance" policy.

II. Makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to implement the
revised income eligibility standard.

III. Revises the duties of the executive committee established in the mental health counseling
compact, contingent upon the compact becoming law.
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Cameron Lapine 271 21 04

HB 1526-FN, relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.
Hearing Date:  April 14, 2022

Time Opened: 10:36 a.m. Time Closed: 10:55 a.m.
Members of the Committee Present: Senators Bradley and Sherman

Members of the Committee Absent: Senators Gray, Avard and Whitley

Bill Analysis: This bill repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30,
2023, of 2020, 39:1, which required the department of health and human services to
amend the income eligibility standard for the "in and out medical assistance" policy.

The bill also makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services
to implement the revised income eligibility standard.

Sponsors:

Rep. Snow Rep. Schapiro Rep. McMahon
Rep. Marsh Rep. Langley : Rep. Wallner
Sen. Rosenwald Sen. Sherman

Who supports the bill: In total, 58 individuals signed in in support of HB 1526-FN. The
full sign in sheets are available upon request to the Legislative Aide, Cameron Lapine
(cameron.lapine@leg.state.nh.us).

Who opposes the bill: None.
Who is neutral on the bill: None.
Summary .of testimony presented in support: . .

Representative Kendall Snow
Hillsborough County District 19

¢ Representative Snow said that HB 1639-FN (2020) adjusted the income threshold for in
and out medical assistance. He said that HB 1526-FN adjusts that threshold, which has
not been adjusted in 30 years.

e Rep. Snow said that the adjustment in HB 1526-FN is reasonable, as it had already
been passed and signed into law in 2020.

» Rep. Snow said that HB 2-FN-A-L (2021) suspended new money going into the in and
out medical assistance program and HB 1526-FN repeals that suspension.
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¢ Rep. Snow said that in and out medical assistance assists a large group of people, but
he is particularly interested in community mental health. He said that other people who
are helped by in and out medical assistance include people with liver problems or
kidney dialysis patients, among others.

* Rep. Snow said that some individuals currently in the in and out medical assistance
program could move over to traditional Medicaid and become part of a managed care
organization (MCO), which is more effective.

e Senator Sherman asked if the population covered by HB 1526-FN were the expanded
90/10 population or the traditional 50/50 population.

o Rep. Snow said that he asked the same question and did not receive a clear
answer.

o Senator Bradley said that it appeared to him to be the 50/50 population.

o Rep. Snow said that that could be correct. He said that others could answer the
question better.

Kelley Capuchino
Community Behavioral Health Association

¢ Ms. Capuchino said that people on Medicaid expect to not pay for their medical bills.
She said that the increases in HB 1393-FN (2020) lifted the financial burdens for
individuals and providers.

¢ Ms. Capuchino said that many providers require a guarantee of payment but
community mental health providers are required to provide care.

e Ms. Capuchino said that ten community mental health centers incurred losses of over
$7.5 million from write offs due to spend downs. She said that they incur these losses
year over year. '

¢ Ms. Capuchino said that a spend down is like a deductible in that an individual has to
incur expenses before their Medicaid benefits come into effect.

e Ms. Capuchino said that she has a family member whose fixed income is $1,255 per

. month. She said that this family member’s basic expenses are $1,200 for four bills,
leaving their discretionary spending budget at $55 for things such as food, gas,
medicine, toiletries, co-pays, and their spend down. She said that her family member

" does not have $664 to spend on their spend down.

Jake Berry
Vice President of Policy, New Futures

e Mr. Berry said that the in and out medical assistance program is important. He said .
that it provides continuous coverage. :

e Mr. Berry said that it has been decades since the income eligibility threshold was
increased for in and out medical assistance. He encouraged the Committee to expand
the population and bring more people in.
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Holly Stevens
Director of Public Policy, NAMI

Ms. Stevens said that the low threshold for in and out medical assistance is not only a
financial burden, it is also an administrative burden. She said that people need to track
down their bills and have them in one place in order to submit them as proof of their
spend down. Ms. Stevens specifically mentioned difficulties for people with substance
use disorder.

Ms. Stevens said that it is also an administrative burden for providers and the
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), as providers need to call and find
out if an individual’s Medicaid is active or not.

Ms. Stevens said that, according to the Fiscal Policy Institute, the average rent for a
two-bedroom apartment in New Hampshire is $1,498. She said that that is above even
the increased income threshold in HB 1526-FN.

Robert Berry and Dawn Landry

General Counsel, Division of Medicaid; Medicaid Policy Administrator, DHHS

Mr. Berry said that HB 1526-FN is an important bill and DHHS supports it. He said
that DHHS wants to implement the program but lacks the funding to do so.

Senator Sherman asked if the population involved was the 50/50 population or if it was
the expanded population.

o Ms. Landry said that none of the expanded population were involved. She said
that the population served are mostly the Aged, Blind, and Disabled population.

o Senator Bradley indicated he did not understand what Ms. Landry said.

o Ms. Landry repeated that the primary population served by in and out medical
assistance is the Aged, Blind, and Disabled population, which is a specific
population of Medicaid eligibility.

Senator Bradley said that, looking at the fiscal note, a program was authorized in HB 2-
FN-A-L (2021) but implementation was delayed until July 1, 2023.

o Mr. Berry clarified that HB 2-FN-A-L (2021) suspended HB 1393-FN (2020).
Senator Bradley said that fiscal note says that HB 1526-FN would restore the previous
bill upon passage.

o Mr. Berry said that the fiscal note was prepared for HB 1526-FN as introduced.

He said that it was not updated for the bill as the House amended it.
Senator Bradley asked why the original fiscal note had a cost of $7.7 million but the bill
as amended would have an appropriation for $2.6 million with an effective date of

"January 1, 2023.

o Ms. Landry said that the $2.6 million would cover January, February, March,
April, May, and June of 2023.
Senator Bradley asked why moving the effective date back reduced the cost.
o Mr. Berry said that moving the effective date back to January 1, 2023 would
reduce the number of months the program would cover.
o Senator Bradley urged DHIS to have an updated fiscal note for when HB 1526-
FN gets to the Finance Committee.
Senator Bradley asked what services the in and out population would be eligible for. .
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o Ms. Landry said that once the spend down is met, then they are eligible for all
Medicaid services.
¢ Senator Sherman said that it seemed like the real challenge for the in and out medical
assistance population seems to be meeting their spend down with their real budgets. He
asked if HB 1526-FN fixes the issue of non-payment in order to meet the spend down.

o Ms. Landry said that by increasing the medical income limit, the spend down
will be eliminated for some people and they will be moved over to a MCO. She
said that for other the amount of their spend down will be reduced.

e Senator Sherman asked if someone never meets their spend down, then they can never
access Medicaid.

o Ms. Landry said that that is correct.

¢ Senator Bradley said that he would ask the Committee to support HB 1526-FN but told
Mr. Berry and Ms. Landry to be prepared for questions in the Finance Committee about
the financial impacts.

Summary of testimony presented in opposition: None.

Neutral Information Presented: None.

eml
Date Hearing Report completed: April 15, 2022
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A Member of the Public
A Member of the Public
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Cameron Lapipe

“rom: Christine Gauvain <donahuec21@gmail.com>

sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 3:27 PM

To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: ' Yes HB 1526

My name is Christine Gauvain and | am a clinical social worker in Nashua, NH and a
member of NASW. | work for a community mental health center and am placed in the
schools and on a mobile crisis response team. Please vote YES on HB 1526. In my
experience providers often feel pressured to add on services for Clients who have high
spend downs so that their spend downs can be met. Once they are met they are able to
receive medications and much needed medical care. Centers are then burdened with
writing off tens of thousands of dollars of this revenue because the Clients cannot pay the
spend downs to the centers, and the centers cannot refuse care. This feeds into our
mental health crisis because centers cannot afford to pay staff competitive wages, clients
with spend downs receive an abundance of services and strain the system, and if the
spend downs are not met some individuals go without medical care or medications. NH is
one of the few states that has the spend down system. it may safe the state money to do
this, but our communities have suffered especially in the realm of mental health. There is
no one fix to the mental health crisis in our state but this would alleviate a financial and

- administrative burden. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely
Christine Gauvain, MSW



Cameron Lap_ile

I
rom: Krystal Chase <krystal@bianh.org>
Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 3:36 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray, Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB1526 )
Hello,

My name is Krystal Chase and | am a licensed social worker and a resident of Manchester. [ am also the director of
programs at the Brain Injury Association of New Hampshire. | am asking that you vote YES on HB 1526 relative to infout
Medicaid. | have personally worked with hundreds of people on infout Medicaid who cannot access appropriate services
on a regular basis due to challenges meeting their spenddowns each month. The spenddown system is antiquated and is
not used in any other states except Connecticut, as far as | am aware. Improving access to medical care benefits all of
the members of our communities.

Thank you,

Krystal |. Chase, LICSW, CBIS

Director of Programs and Services

Brain Injury Association of New Hampshire
52 Pleasant Street

Concord, NH 03301
-503-225-8400 Office

03-568-6284 Cell

603-228-6749 Fax

Krystal@bianh.org

www.bianh.org

BRAIN INJURY
ASSQCIATION
7 OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

The Voice of Brain Injury

COVID-19 ATTENTION: Visit the NH.GOV website for the latest COVID-19 information, resources, and guidance. Click
here https://www.nh.gov/covid19/ for tips and resources.

Confidentiality Notice: The information in this transmission is intended solely for the use of the named recipient(s)

only. It may contain privileged and/or confidential material. Any unauthorized use, disclosure, copying or distribution of
the content of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this material in error, please notify us
immediately by calling 603-225-8400.




Cameron Lapine

R I
From: Megan Daniels <mrouleau22@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 9, 2022 5:03 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB 1526

Dear Senators,

I am writing as a Licensed Independant Clinical Social Worker and a member of the NH NASW. [ am writing to you
requesting that you vote YES on HB 1526 regarding in-and-out Medicaid. This program is for those who make too much
income to qualify for regular Medicaid but really don't have enough to spend on their medical bills when their living
expenses are factored in. They are required to spend down their deductible every month in order to have access to
necessary medical care, including mental health services. Some people would argue that every employer or private
insurance company has a deductible so why shouldn't this population as well; a yearly deductible would be one thing
but this is EVERY month, which is far and beyond excessive for most people not to mention those who are in financial
hardship already.

Thank you for taking your time to read my testimony on this issue and for voting YES to HB 1526.

Respectfully,

Megan Daniels, LICSW

Raymond, NH



Cameron Lapine
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rom: Weare Representative <rep03281@acl.com:>
sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 11:38 AM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB 1526
Attachments: clip_image001.tiff

GRANITE
STATE
TAXPAYERS

April 11, 2022

~.H. Senate Committee on Health and Human Services
Legislative Office Building
33 North State Street

Concord NH 03301

Re: HB 15286, relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Granite State Taxpayers is New Hampshire's oldest statewide taxpayer advocacy group, founded in 1990 by
the late Governor Mel Thomson and the late N.H. Senator George Lovejoy.

GST opposes HB 1526. This bill repeals a provision in the trailer bill that retained the income eligibility
standard for the “in and out” Medicaid population at 133% of the federal poverty level for the biennium. In so
doing, the bill re-opens the budget, appropriating an additional $5.3 million in general funds, in violation of long-
standing legislative practice: we have a two-year budget, not an annual budget.

The appropriate place for this proposal is in the next biennial budget. - For that reason, GST asks the
“>ommittee to find the bill ITL at this time.




Respectfully,
Neal Kurk

for Granite State Taxpayers
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rom: ) Rik Cornell <cornellr@mhcgm.org>
aent; Moaonday, April 11, 2022 1:11 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HP1526

| am a member of NASW and a Therapist for over 48 years. | am asking that you vote YES on HB 1526 and put an end to
waiting to use funds to get the treatments they need.

jﬁ? b, Bk Covmell, MSW, ACSIV, LICSTY
- E g;’ £8 TVice President of Comumunnty Relations
& 5 DX 9 VFall Steet, Second Hoor

L. Manchester, New Hampshire 03101

Phone: 6036684111 eat. 4133

Email: canelir@mbcon.ong

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable
State & Federal laws.If you are not the addressee, or the employer or agent responsible for delivering the message to the
addressee, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by tefephone at (603) 668-4111, ext. 4135 and delete
the material from your computer. Thank you for your cooperation. .



Cameron LaEine )

rom; : Ali Huddy <huddyali@mhcgm.org>

—ent: Monday, April 11, 2022 1:21 PM

To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: Vote YES on HB1526

Please vote YES on HB 1526. Increasing the income level to $901 would eliminate
many individuals from being on a spenddown. This would allow them continuous
access to benefits and coverage each month without the need to meet a monthly
spenddown before their benefits kick in. There would be less barriers to access
given continuous coverage. Individuals would no longer need to worry if they've met
their spenddown each month before seeking or scheduling services or receiving
much needed medications. Please support this bill and vote YES!

gz

542 The Mental Health Center

k]

! £
el b of Greater Menchaster
&’é% P

li Huddy | Director of Revenue Cycle Management

The Mental Health Center of Greater Manchester
2 Wall Street, Suite 300
Manchester, NH 03101

huddyali@mhcgm.org
Direct (603)206-8584 [Fax (603)628-7300| Main (603)668-4111 ext. 4151

CONFIDENTIAL COMNUNICATION: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable
State & Federal laws.If you are not the addressee, or the employer or agent responsible for delivering the message to the
addressee, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone at (603) 668-4111, ext. 4135 and delete
the material from your computer. Thank you for your cooperation.



Cameron La;_)ine ‘

‘rom: Pete Costa <costapet@mhcgm.org>

sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 3:02 PM

To: ' Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB1526

Good Afternoon

My name is Peter Costa and | am a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker who has worked in the mental health
field in New Hampshire since 1997. During this time, | have worked almost exclusively with the most vulnerable of our
population—those with severe mental illness and/or substance misuse issues and of little economic means. | have
personally seen the desperation of their situation—lack of social supports, housing instability/homelessness, serious
medical illness, lack of access to adequate vision and dental care, vocational instahility. | have also seen their
tremendous resilience, tenacity, and hope—along with an unquenchable desire to be a valued, productive, and
integrated member of our society. If you have the opportunity to really talk to these individuals, you would be humbled
with their fearless pursuit of what you and | take for granted every day, all while dealing with a mental health issue that
was NOT a choice of theirs.

I have personally seen the devastating and crushing burden of the concept of “spenddown” on these individuals. The
idea that individuals need to meet a spenddown in order to access coverage for crucial healthcare—dental, medical,
vision, and behavioral—is a concept that is poorly conceived and punitive to our most vulnerable. | have seen individual
with life threatening medical iliness choose not to pursue adequate care because of the burden of the spenddown. |

. have seen individuals forgo life-saving, necessary psychiatric treatment hecause of the fear of “incurring a hill” for which

‘hey have no ability to pay—which costs the system more money in the long run. 1 have personally seen patient decided
to forgo necessary treatments because they have to decide whether to pay their rent, or buy groceriges, or keep their
electricity on because of the burden of the spenddown. '

Contrary to what you might believe, our patients have a sense of their duty, their burden to society, their need to be
fiscally responsible. Every month, we have seen our patients distress about their “spenddown”. This is one worry with
which we should not be burdening our most vulnerable. As a community, we are only as healthy as the most vulnerable
member, and the concept of a spenddown places an undo burden and responsibility on the victim. The bureaucratic
game of “in and out” Medicaid is something that needs to be retired. | wonder how many decades we will waste before
we grasp the concept that a bit of preventative medicine saves lives and money in the long run? Adequate and timely
access to preventative and cost effective care results in an individual’s situation reaching crisis and then requiring our
most expensive, reactive services.

This bill is an opportunity for the NH legislature to demonstrate that they stand for the needs of all NH citizens—
including the most vulnerable. It is an opportunity to demonstrate that NH values preventative healthcare in the spirit
of better human outcomes and better fiscal stewardship. It is an opportunity to demonstrate that legislation can
embody compassion. Please vote “yes” on HB 1526. The individuals this bill impacts are not strangers—they are your
neighbors, your friends, yohr family, your community. Thank you.

Peter Costa, LICSW
Director of Training, MHCGM =~ = 7~
2 Wall Street - : -

- Manchester, NHO3101 . .7 = . N ) -

603) 854-8384 .
Pronouns: He/Him/His
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CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable
State & Federal laws.If you are not the addressee, or the employer or agent responsible for delivering the message to the
addressee, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone at (603) 668-4111, ext. 4135 and delete

the material from your computer. Thank you for your cooperation.
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g ‘ ! ASSOCIATION Helpline:  (800) 773-8400
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/ OF NEW HAMPSHIRE Fax: (603)228-6749

www.bianh.org

I THE VOICE OF BRAIN INJURY

April 11,2022

Senate Health and Human Services
State House, Room 302

107 North Main Street

Concord NH 03301

RE: HB 1526, relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance
Dear Senate Chairman Jeb Bradley and Health and Human Services Committee Members,

On behalf of the Brain Injury Association of New Hampshire’s 2,000 member families and
caregivers, we urge your support of HB 1526, relative to income eligibility for in and out
medical assistance.

The In and Out Medicaid program provides individuals who are living with a brain injury or
stroke the support that is needed for them to continue to live a health life within their
communifies. The current income rate of $591 for an individual and $675 for a couple excludes
individuals who have worked and paid into the Social Security system. Individuals are unable to
meet the required cost of care under the In and Out program to ensure they receive needed
medical services, so these individuals will forgo these services to ensure they are able to pay rent
and put food on their tables. '

Increasing the rate to $901 for an individual and $1,047 for a couple, will allow these individuals
to access healthcare services that would otherwise not be covered under their Medicare

insurance. This will allow them to remain within their communities and sustain a healthy life.

Thank you for your consideration of support for HB 1526.

Sincerely,

o " e .- } e
Erin Hall, MS, CBIST
Senior Director

Mission: To create a better future through brain injury prevention, education, advocacy and support.



Cameron LaEine

rom: Emily Cowan <emilycowanlcsw@gmail.com>
sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 11:12 AM
To: ' Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: vote YES on HB 1526

Dear Legislators,

[ am a clinical social worker. I've been practicing in NH for over 22 years (and hope to for 22 more), and am a member of
the National Association of Social Workers. | have worked with clients who have in-and-out Medicaid, and as a single
mother I've had Medicaid coverage for my child. Health care is most effective when it's continuous and there are no
barriers to it. When a household of limited means is forced to allocate those means differently each month to meet a
Medicaid threshhold, it is impossible to create the stahility and predictability needed for security, health and peace of
mind. Imagine if one month you could afford your doctor's visit for bronchitis, and the next month you had to decide
between repairing your car and having that same doctor's visit. Now imagine that if you don't pay for that doctor's visit,
it will be even longer until you do meet the threshold for medical coverage. This is not a recipe for effective health care.

Please vote yes on this bill, and give our Medicaid recipients the same access to health care that those with private
insurance and Medicare have.

Sincerely,
Emily Cowan, LICSW, NH license #933

_ Concord NH, and formerly of Lancaster NH

Emily Cowan, MSW, LCSW
16 Fayette Street
Concord NH 02301

tel. 603 631-5152

NOTE: ] cannot guarantee | will see and respond to an email the day you send it. If your message is time-sensitive, it is
best to leave me a phone message.

"A hungry people listens not to reason, nor cares for justice, nor is bent by any prayers." -- Lucius Annaeus
Seneca



Cameron Lapine

. R
‘rom: Pam Hoskins <hoskinsp@mhcgm.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 3:25 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB 1526

Hello —I am Pam Hoskins, LICSW, a therapist with the Mental Health Center of Greater Manchester. | live in Derry, NH

" and am a member of the National Association of Social Warkers.

| strongly urge you to vote “yes” on HB 1526, as it will alleviate burdensome and frankly downright hurtful
encumbrances placed on many people in NH, most particularly the population | have had the privilege to serve over the
last 13+ years as a therapist. | can’t TELL you how many times clients of mine have been unable to pay for critically
important medications, testing, or other services that could have aided in their recoveries from both physical and
mental health issues — simply because they did not meet their monthly spend down. It borders on criminal the way
people who are on Medicaid are forced to choose between medicine and food, or their therapy and their rent. Please
put an end to this nightmare with your “yes” vote.

Pam Hoskins, LICSW

Therapist — Bedford Counselling Associates
2 Wall 5t. Manchester, NH 03104
603-623-1916 X6321

Preferred pronouns, she, her, hers

B2
e J
W2 The Mental Health Conter
B S 52. of Greaver Manchestar

T i,

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable
State & Federal laws.If you are not the addressee, or the employer or agent responsible for delivering the message to the
addressee, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone at (603) 668-4111, ext. 4135 and delete
the material from your computer. Thank you for your cooperation.



Cameron Lapine

i A
am: Sarah Hart Wills <sarah@branchoutandgrow.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 6:24 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: re: HB 1526 relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance

Dear Health and Human Services Committee,

| am an NASW Social Worker/therapist in private practice as well as working for Monadnock Family Services part-time. |
am asking you to please vote yes on HB1526.

In my role as a private practitioner, with mostly Medicaid clients, when they have in and out Medicaid, it technically
means they do not get full medical coverage until they meet their spend down (like a deductible) each month. As most
of these folks live very close to the poverty line, they can rarely pay for the services they need each month until their
Medicaid kicks in. For me it means that much of their mental health care ends up not being paid for. This is hard on
private practitioners at a time when we need as many clinicians willing to work as there can be. We do not want to be
providing more free care {most of us already do a fair amount) and we do not want more clinicians to give up on
Medicaid clients or [eave the field entirely!

Please vote yes on HB 1526.
Thank you for your time.
arah Hart Wills

working in Keene, living and voting in Westmoreland
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Cameron LaEine

_rom: carol@justicenh.org
“Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 11:09 PM
To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB 1526

Chairman Bradley and Members of the Committee,
| am writing as a member of the New Hampshire Commission on Aging, to express support of HB 1526.

Many older adults have difficulty paying for needed medical services and prescription drugs that are not fully covered by
Medicare. The Medicaid program is one option for those who are eligible to obtain additional coverage and thus be able
to access needed care and have more money available for other necessities. This can help alleviate financial insecurity
for those on limited and largely fixed incomes. This bill will allow more older adults and people with disabilities to avoid
the often burdensome “spend down” requirements that apply if their income exceeds a certain level. The “spend down”
requirements can be particularly challenging for people who experience cognitive decline or have difficulty managing
complicated paperwork.

Sincerely yours,
Carol Stamatakis

Lempster, NH

603-3938-5389 (mobile)
Carol@JusticeNH.org




Cameron Lapine

. _ I
_rom: Shanna R. Griffin <Shanna.R.Griffin@hitchcock.org>

“Sent: Wednesday, Aprii 13, 2022 10:17 AM

To: Jeb Bradley, James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: . Bill HB1526
. My name is Shanna Griffin and 1 am a licensed social worker and | live in Bradford, NH and work at Dartmouth
Hitchcock in Concord.
. Please vote YES on HB 1526
. It is very important that our families have access to mental health services regardless of ability to pay. Making it

" more difficult by adding extra costs to already stressed families is not something our government should be doing.. This
appropriated money will alleviate these challenges and provide better access to necessary mental and physical health
services

Thanks,
Shanna

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THIS ELECTROI\IIIC MESSAGE:

This message is intended for the use of the person to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and
protected from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, your use of this message for any purpose is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please delete the message and notify the sender so that we may correct our
“acords.



@NAMI New Hampshire

National Alliance on Mental liiness

April 14, 2022

Honorable Chairman Jeb Bradley

Senate Health and Human Services Committee
Legislate Office Building Room 101

North Main St., Concord, NH 03301

Re: NAMI New Hampshire’s support of HB 1526-FIN
Dear Chairman and Members of the Commuttee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Holly Stevens, and I am the Director of
Public Policy at NAMI New Hampshire, the National Alliance on Mental Illness. NAMI NH s a
non-profit, grassroots organization whose mission is to improve the lives of all people impacted by
mental illness and suicide through support, education and advocacy. On behalf of NAMI NH, [ am
here today to speak in favor of HB 1526-FN, relative to income eligibility for in and out medical
assistance.

When a person meets all Medicaid eligibility requirenents for one of the Medicaid programs, but is
over the income limit, he or she can receive partial coverage through the In and Out Medicaid
program. Every month (or every six months depending on which time duration a person chooses)
there is an amount that each person must incur in medical bills that reduces their net income to
$591, After they have spent enough to reach a net monthly income of $591, Medicaid benefits are
turned on for the remainder of the month. Because many of these people simply cannot survive on
$591 per month, either individuals go without necessary medical services or providers, many of
them safety net providers, don’t get paid for the services that are provided.

Year over year, due to inflation, the costs of all goods and services increase. Yet, the spend down
threshold in NH’s Medicaid In and Out program has remained stagnant. Per the bill's fiscal note, as
of last October here were 6,073 Granite Staters subject to this income spend down simply to receive
their necessary medical care. The fiscal note goes on to state that if HB 1526-FN were to pass, 998
of these individuals would be able to qualify for one of the other Medicaid programs without a
spend down. While it may seem like 2 small number, for those 998 people this would make a huge
difference in their lives, not only financially, but administratively as well. They would no longer have
to send medical bills to DHHES to prove they had spent down to the threshold of $591. For the
remaining 5,075 people, it would mean a few extra dollars for food, gas, or rent. Under HB 1526-
FN. for a household of one, the threshold would increase to $901 and for a household of two, the
threshold would increase to $1,047. According to the 2021 New Hampshire Residential Rental Cost
Survey Report, the median rent for a two-bedroom apartment in New Hampshire is $1,498, well
more than the income threshold that this bill would establish.

Not only is the Medicaid In and Out program difficult for beneficiaries, it also creates administrative
burdens for both providers and the state. DHHS has to process and keep track of medical bills for
each person on the program, and providers have no way of knowing when a patients Medicaid

Reflecting on 40 Years: Continuing Our Journey to Hope, Help, and Health
NAMI New Hampshire e 85 North State Street ® Concord, NH 03301
InfoLine; 800-242-6264 e Tel. 603-225-5359 e Fax 603-228-8848 e info@naminh.org / www.NAMINH.org
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benefit has been turned back on, without checking daily. Increasing the income limit would reduce
the number of people on the program, thus leading to less administrative burden and cost to the
state and its many providers who serve these patients.

For these reasons, NAMI NH strongly supports HB 1526-FN and urges the committee vote ought
10 pass.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

%a%——

Holly A. Stevens, Esq.



TESTIMONY ON HB 1526
HOUSE HHS COMMITTEE — APRIL 13, 2022

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify before you today. My name is Kelley
Capuchino and [ am testifying on behalf of the NH Community Behavioral Health Association
(CBHA), representing all ten community mental health centers in New Hampshire.

The CBHA stands strongly in support of HB 1526 which aims to extend health care coverage to
individuals who exceed NH’s Medicaid income limits but cannot afford to pay for their medical
bills. The proposed increases originally passed into law in 2020 lifted a financial burden on both
the individuals who struggle to access and/or pay for their healthcare needs, as well as the
providers who serve them.

While many providers may require guarantee of payment, community mental health centers
are required by RSA 135-C to provide services to certain individuals without regard to their
ability to pay. In 2019 the ten centers incurred losses of over $7.5M from write-offs due to
spenddowns. These losses are incurred by the CMHC's year after year.

As you know, a spenddown is similar to a monthly healthcare deductible. Individuals must
incur the expense prior to their Medicaid becoming effective.

To illustrate the need for this bill | would like to share the following from my recent lived
experience:

Individual’s monthly income $1,255.10
Monthly Spenddown/deductible $ 664.10
Basic Monthly expenses -$1,200.00

(rent $850.00; Medicare B $170.10; auto insurance $80; utilities $75; This individual cannot
afford Medicare Part D prermium) )

Remaining available monthly income is only $55.10 for food, gas,
medications, toiletries, copays AND spenddown.

| hope that this real life illustration helps you to understand the significant impact this bill could
have by expanding healthcare access to individuals in need of medical setvices.

The NH CBHA respectfully asks that the Committee recommend this bill ought to pass. Thank
you all for your time and consideration of this very important bill. | am happy to answer any
questions the committee may have.



ﬂewEUtures. advocate * educate ¢ collaborate
to improve the health and wellness of all Granite Staters

April 14, 2022

The Honorable Jeb Bradley, Chair

Senate Health and Human Services Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 101

33 North State Street

Concord, NH 03301

Re: New Futures Support for HB 1526-FN (relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance),
Dear Senator Bradley and Honorable Membets of the Committee,

New Futures appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of HB 1526-FN; relative to income eligibility for in
and out medical assistance. New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that advocates, educates and
collaborates to improve the health and wellness of all New Hampshire'residents. In this role, we work extensively
with policy makers, service providers and families to improve overall public health and health equity across the
Granite State.

New Futures stands strongly in support of HB 1526-FN as it aims to increase access to health care coverage
through New Hampshire’s “In & Out Medical Assistance” program, which supports certain individuals in need.
The “In & Out” program, also refetred to as the Medicaid spenddown, plays a critical role extending health
insurance coverage to individuals who exceed Medicaid’s income limits but can’t afford their medical bills. This

" population includes many individuals who have recently gained employment or increased working hours but are still
. trying to establish greater financial stability.

Currently, single adults earning more than $591 per month qualify for the program once they have incurred a certain
amount of medical expenses; and the income limit is $675 for a family of two adults. These income limits, which
haven’t increased in about 30 years, rank among the lowest in the country.

As proposed, HB 1526-FN would increase those income limits $901 and $1,047, respectively. These increases, as
otginally passed into law in 2020 but suspended in the 2021 budget, would expand eligibility to another 1,000
households. For these individuals and families, “In and Out Medical Assistance” can be a lifeline, helping them to
maintain access to needed health care and mental health and substance use treatment, among other services, despite
changes in income and work status.

For these reasons, New Futures respectfully requests that the Committee recommend this bill Ought to Pass.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or need additional information.

Respectfully submitted,

Jake Berry
Vice President of Policy
New Futures

New Futures = One Eagle Square, Suite 400, Concord, NH 03301 « [603) 225-9540 « www.new-futures.org




Cameron Lapine

_rom: ' Maryellen Hurley <mhurley25@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 9:40 AM

To: Jeb Bradley; James Gray; Tom Sherman; Becky Whitley; Kevin Avard; Cameron Lapine
Subject: HB1526

Dear Legislators,

| am writing in support of HB1526. As a retired social worker, | know how difficult the financial spend down policy is for
many medicaid recipients. People do not get the care they need because they are unable to afford the spend down.

Thank you for addressing this issue.

Maryellen Hurley LICSW
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE -
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, April 14, 2022

THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services

‘to which was referred HB 1526-FN

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical
assistance.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

Senator Jeb Bradley
For the Committee

HB 1526, as amended by the House repeals the suspension for the biennium ending June 30, 2023,
of 2020, 39:1, which required thé Departmént of Health and Human Services to amend the income
eligibility standard for the "in and out medical assistance" policy. The bill also makes an
appropriation to the Department to implement the revised income eligibility standard. The
Committee heard testimony that this is a poliey they have been locking to implement but have not
been able to. The Committee was also informed that the population served by this program would
primarily be the Aged Blind, and Disabled population and would not be of any recipients of
Medicaid expansion.

Cameron Lapine 271-2104
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

HB 1526-FN, relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance,
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. .

Senator Jeb Bradley for the commlttee

HB 1526, as amended by the House repeals the suspension for the blenmum ending June 30,
2023, of 2020, 39:1, which required the Department of Health and Human Services to amend the
income eligibility standard for the "in and out medical assistance" policy. The bill also makes an
appropriation to the Department to implement the revised income eligibility standard. The
Committee heard testimony that this is a policy they have been looking to implement but have
not been able to. The Committee was also informed that the population served by this program
would primarily be the Aged, Blind, and Disabled population and would not be of any recipients
of Medicaid expansion.



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 27, 2022

THE COMMITTEE ON Finance

to which was referred HB 1526-FN

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical
assistance.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

BY AVOTE OF: 5-0

AMENDMENT # 1833s

Senator Cindy Rosenwald
For the Committee

Deb Martone 271-4980
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Docket of HB1526

Bill Title: (New Title) relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance and relative to the
executive committee for the mental health counseling compact.

Official Docket of HB15286.:

Date Body Description

12/9/2021 H Introduced 01/05/2022 and referred to Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs _

1/18/2022 H Public Hearing: 01/25/2022 10:20 am LOB 210-211

2/3/2022 H Executive Session: 02/08/2022 09:30 am LOB 210-211

2/9/2022 H Committee Report: Ought to Pass (Vote 19-2; CC)

2/16/2022 H Ought to Pass: MA VV 02/16/2022 H) 3

2/17/2022 H Referred to Finance 02/16/2022 H1 3

3/11/2022 H Division II1I Work Session: 03/14/2022 03:00 pm LOB 210-211

3/18/2022 H ==CONTINUED== Division III Work Session: 03/21/2022 10:00 am LOB
201-203

3/9/2022 H Executive Session: 03/23/2022 10:00 am LOB 210-211

3/24/2022 H Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment #2022-1181 (Vote
21-0; RC)

3/31/2022 Amendment #2022-1181h: AA VV 03/31/2022 HJ 9

3/31/2022 Ought to Pass with Amendment 2022-1181h: MA VV 03/31/2022 HJ
9
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4/7/2022 S Hearing: 04/14/2022, Room Reps Hall, SH, 10:30 am; SC 15
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4/27/2022 S Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment #2022-1833s,
05/05/2022; SC 18

5/5/2022 s Committee Amendment #2022-1833s, AA, VV; 05/05/2022; §1 11

5/5/2022 Sen. Kahn Floor Amendment #2022-1956s, AA, VV; 05/05/2022; SJ 11

5/5/2022 Ought to Pass with Amendments 2022-1833s and 2022-1956s, MA,
VV; OT3rdg; 05/05/2022; SJ 11

5/13/2022 H House Concurs with Senate Amendment (Rep. M. Pearson): MA VWV
05/12/2022 H] 13

€/9/2022 S Enrolled Bill Amendment #2022-2108e Adopted, VV, (In recess of
05/26/2022); 83 13

6/9/2022 H Enrolled Bill Amendment #2022-2108-EBA: AA VV (in recess of)
05/26/2022

6/14/2022 S Enrolled Adopted, VV, (In recess 05/26/2022); §3 13

6/14/2022 Enrolled (in recess of) D5/26/2022 H1 14

6/29/2022 H Signed by Governor Sununu 06/27/2022; Chapter 265; 1. Sec 3 eff as

‘ provided in sec 4 II. Rem eff. 01/01/2023 HJ 14
NH House

NH Senate
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June 8§, 2022
2022-2108-EBA

08/10
Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 1526-FN
The Committee on Enrolled Bills to which was referred HB 1526-FN
AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance.

Having considered the same, report the same with the following amendment, and the
recommendation that the bill as amended ought to pass.

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Explanation to Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 1526-FN

This enrolled bill amendment corrects the title of the bill and makes a technical correction to
RSA numbering.

Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 1528-FN

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to income eligibility for in and out medical assistance and relative to the
executive committee for the mental health counseling compact.

Amend RSA 330-D:8, IV as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing lines 8 through 12 with the

following:

counselor organizations to be selected by their respective organizations; and
(3) The commission may remove any member of the executive committee as provided
in the bylaws;
(¢) Meet at least annually; and

(d) Have the following duties and responsibilities:
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