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April 12, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Health, Human

Services and Elderly Affairs to which was referred SB

403-FN-A,

AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental

Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children

(WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. Having

considered the same, report the same with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Dennis Acton

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: SB 403-FN-A

Title: re-establishing the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition
Program.

Date: April 12, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill reestablishes the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and
Children (known as WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.  The program enables thousands of
low income NH children enrolled in the program to obtain a one-time $30 credit per child to
purchase fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables at local farmers markets around the state.  The
amount of the credit is partially funded by federal grants and would require an appropriation of
$300,000 at the state level to provide this benefit and to operate the program. Among the numerous
benefits of this legislation include the ability to educate low income families on the availability of
nutritious, locally grown produce, to develop healthy eating habits within a population that has
struggled with obtaining nutritious food, and to help expand the market for our local farmers
while lessening the need to ship produce thousands of miles.  This bill is a small but very meaningful
way to develop local food production and help citizens develop healthy eating habits that will benefit
them for a lifetime.

Vote 14-7.

Rep. Dennis Acton
FOR THE MAJORITY
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REGULAR CALENDAR

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
SB 403-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Dennis Acton for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill
reestablishes the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (known
as WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.  The program enables thousands of low income NH
children enrolled in the program to obtain a one-time $30 credit per child to purchase fresh, locally
grown fruits and vegetables at local farmers markets around the state.  The amount of the credit is
partially funded by federal grants and would require an appropriation of $300,000 at the state level
to provide this benefit and to operate the program. Among the numerous benefits of this
legislation include the ability to educate low income families on the availability of nutritious, locally
grown produce, to develop healthy eating habits within a population that has struggled with
obtaining nutritious food, and to help expand the market for our local farmers while lessening the
need to ship produce thousands of miles.  This bill is a small but very meaningful way to develop
local food production and help citizens develop healthy eating habits that will benefit them for a
lifetime. Vote 14-7.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 12, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Health, Human

Services and Elderly Affairs to which was referred SB

403-FN-A,

AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental

Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children

(WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. Having

considered the same, and being unable to agree with

the Majority, report with the recommendation that the

bill be REFERRED FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Erica Layon

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: SB 403-FN-A

Title: re-establishing the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition
Program.

Date: April 12, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The minority believes that there are likely better and more New Hampshire- specific ways to get
locally grown vegetables on the plates of young children and their mothers. Giving a $30 credit for
produce at farmers markets doesn’t address our greater issue of imperfect food not reaching our
hungry residents. Further, committee members expressed concern that our farmers may end up
having trouble redeeming the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) funds based upon experience
with paper WIC systems in the past. With Interim Study, this summer could provide a working lab
to move food wasted today for non-health reasons onto tables and to find the roadblocks or fast lanes
of the current system to address in legislation in the next session.

Rep. Erica Layon
FOR THE MINORITY
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REGULAR CALENDAR

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
SB 403-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Erica Layon for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The minority
believes that there are likely better and more New Hampshire- specific ways to get locally grown
vegetables on the plates of young children and their mothers. Giving a $30 credit for produce at
farmers markets doesn’t address our greater issue of imperfect food not reaching our hungry
residents. Further, committee members expressed concern that our farmers may end up having
trouble redeeming the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) funds based upon experience with paper
WIC systems in the past. With Interim Study, this summer could provide a working lab to move
food wasted today for non-health reasons onto tables and to find the roadblocks or fast lanes of the
current system to address in legislation in the next session.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # SB403-FN

TITLE: AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program.

DATE: 4/12/2022

LOB ROOM: 205-7
____________________________________________________________________________________________

MOTION:

ITL

Moved by Rep. Layon Seconded by Rep. Kofalt Vote: 6-15

MOTION:

OTP

Moved by Rep. Acton Seconded by Rep. Shapiro Vote: 14-7

CONSENT CALENDAR: _____ YES _X____ NO

Minority Report? ___X___ Yes If yes, author, Rep:__Layon_____ Motion _Interim Study__

baf
Respectfully submitted: ______________________________________________

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

9/28/2021 11:15:01 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2022 SESSION

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Exec Session Date:
4/12/2022

Motion:

otpa

Bill #:
SB403 ITL

AM #:

Page: 1 of 1

Members

YEAS Nays NV

Pearson, Mark A. Chairman

Layon, Erica J. Vice Chairman Y

McMahon, Charles E.

Acton, Dennis F.

Gay, Betty I.

Cushman, Leah P. Rep. Mooney Y

Folsom, Beth A. Clerk Y

Kelsey, Niki Rep. Boehm Y

King, Bill C. Y

Kofalt, Jim Y

DeLemus, Susan Y

Weber, Lucy M. N

MacKay, James R. N

Snow, Kendall A. N

Knirk, Jerry L. N

Salloway, Jeffrey C. N

Cannon, Gerri D. N

Nutter-Upham, Frances E. N

Schapiro, Joe N

Woods, Gary L. N

Merchant, Gary Rep. Query N

TOTAL VOTE: 6 15



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

9/28/2021 11:15:01 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2022 SESSION

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Exec Session Date:
4/12/2022

Motion:

otpa

Bill #:
SB403 OTP

AM #:

Page: 1 of 1

Members

YEAS Nays NV

Pearson, Mark A. Chairman Y

Layon, Erica J. Vice Chairman N

McMahon, Charles E. Y

Acton, Dennis F. Y

Gay, Betty I. Y

Cushman, Leah P. Rep. Mooney N

Folsom, Beth A. Clerk N

Kelsey, Niki Rep. Boehm N

King, Bill C. N

Kofalt, Jim N

DeLemus, Susan N

Weber, Lucy M. Y

MacKay, James R. Y

Snow, Kendall A. Y

Knirk, Jerry L. Y

Salloway, Jeffrey C. Y

Cannon, Gerri D. Y

Nutter-Upham, Frances E. Y

Schapiro, Joe Y

Woods, Gary L. Y

Merchant, Gary Rep. Query Y

TOTAL VOTE: 14 7



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

PUBLIC HEARING on Bill # SB403

BILL TITLE: AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmer’s Market Nutritional Program.

DATE: 4/12/2022

ROOM: LOB 205-207 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 12:40pm

Time Adjourned: 1:21pm

Committee Members: Reps. M. Pearson, Layon, Folsom, Acton, McMahon, Cushman,
Kelsey, Gay, B. King, Kofalt, MacKay, DeLemus, Weber, Knirk, Nutter-Upham, Salloway,
Snow, Cannon, Schapiro, Woods and Merchant,

TESTIMONY
Sen Whitley
Supplies food locally through farmer’s market, good policy – WIC Farmers, 100% match of Federal
dollars, this is WIC not SNAP, Farmer’s are throwing away remaining product.

Ben Cornwell, NH Food Bank – supports
Tax dollars going to foreign countries who grow produce, there is extensive training on what can and
can not be sold

Dellie Champaign, Save the Children Action Network - supports
Melissa Reep Testimony

Tiffany Dodier, NH Hunger Solutions – supports
Handouts, Testimony & Flyer

Lissa Sirors, DHHS supports
WIC – 9,000 children get $30 additional funding, every year

Rep Jess Edwards – opposes
“Non-Lapsing” line 12 – defer to finance
Inflationary by definition

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk





House Remote Testify

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee Testify List for Bill SB403 on 2022-04-12 
Support: 105    Oppose: 2    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying

Non-
Germane Signed Up

Birdsell, Senator
Regina

Hampstead, NH
regina.birdsell@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Senate District 19 Support No No 4/4/2022 3:50 PM

Ricciardi, Senator
Denise

Bedford, NH
denise.ricciardi@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Senate District 19 Support No No 4/4/2022 3:51 PM

Hennessey, Erin Senate District 1, NH
peter.oneill@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/5/2022 10:34 AM

Bradley, Jeb SD3, NH
jeb.bradley@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official SD3 Support No No 4/6/2022 9:43 AM

purslow, stacey rochester, NH
purs2@metrocast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 9:50 AM

Fogarty, Sean Exeter, NH
seanf186@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 9:52 AM

Mulligan, Allison Dover, NH
ALLYMULLIGAN@GMAIL.COM

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 3:08 PM

Bauer, Dorothy Antrim, NH
dottiebauer@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 4:11 PM

Campbell, Margaret West Lebanon, NH
macatmf@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 7:25 PM

Proulx, Melissa Concord, NH
melissajoproulx@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 10:00 PM

du Pont-Passigli,
Eleuthera Paulina

Alstead, NH
pdlpzzan@together.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/7/2022 10:55 PM

Hagg, Jessica Nashua, NH
jhagg@rivier.edu

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No Yes 4/8/2022 12:14 PM

Southard, Barbara Bradford, NH
barbsouthard@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/8/2022 1:19 PM
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Rosenwald, Cindy Nashua, NH
cindy.rosenwald@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official SD 13 Support No No 4/8/2022 1:23 PM

McKinney, Dawn Concord, NH
dmckinney@nhla.org

A Lobbyist NH Legal Assistance Support No No 4/8/2022 3:27 PM

Schamberg, Nh St
Rep Tom

Wilmot, NH
tom@yourpromosolution.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/8/2022 6:26 PM

Richards, Martha Holderness, NH
Maplerichards@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/8/2022 6:56 PM

Rich, Cecilia Somersworth, NH
cecilia.rich@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/8/2022 8:21 PM

Eisner, Mary Derry, NH
nhdem@msn.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/9/2022 7:35 AM

Levesque, Cassandra Barrington, NH
cassandra.levesque@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/9/2022 11:02 AM

Weston, Joyce Plymouth, NH
jweston14@roadrunner.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 9:14 AM

Almy, Susan Lebanon, NH
susan.almy@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 12:39 PM

Doherty, David Pembroke, NH
ddoherty0845@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 2:19 PM

Moccia, Lianne LEBANON, NH
lianne.moccia@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 2:20 PM

Keeler, Margaret New London, NH
peg5keeler@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 2:35 PM

Severance, Janice Concord, NH
janicenute@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 2:38 PM

Bushueff, Catherine Sunapee, NH
agawamdesigns@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 2:55 PM

Broshek, Mary Anne Andover, NH
mabandsadie@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:14 PM

Dontonville, Roger Enfield, NH
rdontonville@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:15 PM

Fudge, Kim Marie NORTH CONWAY, NH
kimfudge20@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:15 PM

Hurley, Paula Concord, NH
graffymanor@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:16 PM



Hatcher, Phil Dover, NH
phil.hatcher@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:35 PM

West, Christie Mont Vernon, NH
christiemwest@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:46 PM

MacGregor, Leslie Grantham, NH
lsmacgregor@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:48 PM

Winslow, Dalton Grantham, NH
dwinslow04736@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 4:49 PM

almeida, zulmira Dover, MA
cohiba345@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 5:00 PM

Cahill-Yeaton,
Miriam

Epsom, NH
nmyeaton.mims@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 5:24 PM

Keegan, jJohn Boscawen, NH
peoresnada@tds.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 5:52 PM

Dontonville, Anne Enfield, NH
Ardontonville@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 6:33 PM

Moore, Ellen Danville, NH
elliemore@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 8:01 PM

Lynch, Chrisinda Concord, NH
cmmelynch@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 8:23 PM

Richman, Susan Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 8:31 PM

Perencevich, Ruth Concord, NH
rperence@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 9:17 PM

Hampton, Doris Canterbury, NH
dandmhamp38@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 9:43 PM

Reed, Barbara North Swanzey, NH
BDReed74@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/10/2022 11:58 PM

Ellermann, Maureen Concord, NH
ellermannf@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 6:59 AM

Lucas, Janet Campton, NH
janluca1953@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:04 AM

Meuse, David Portsmouth, NH
David.Meuse@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Rockingham 29 Support No No 4/11/2022 7:44 AM

Baucom, Pam Walpole, NH
ptubridybaucom@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:53 AM



Rasmussen, Elissa Brookline, NH
elissa@evanshatz.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 8:38 AM

Jones, Andrew Pembroke, NH
arj11718@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:04 AM

Devore, Gary Pembroke, NH
torin_asheron@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:04 AM

PARKER, HAYLEY MONT VERNON, NH
hay_parker@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:13 AM

Widerstrom, Sally Plymouth, NH
sallyswid@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:29 AM

Leavitt, Deborah Dover, NH
daleavitt77@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 10:05 AM

Hackmann, Kent Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 10:21 AM

Martin, Patricia A Rindge, NH
pmartin2894@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 10:57 AM

Corell, Elizabeth Concord, NH
Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 11:04 AM

Rhoades, Charles DOVER, NH
chuckrhoades@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 11:19 AM

Lindpaintner, Lyn Concord, NH
lynlin@bluewin.ch

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 11:58 AM

QUISUMBING-
KING, Cora

Dover, NH
coraq@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 12:10 PM

Cote, Lois Manchester, NH
lcote06@outlook.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 12:18 PM

thompson, julia durham, NH
maple371@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 12:43 PM

Howland, Curtis Manchester, NH
howland@priss.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/11/2022 1:06 PM

Willing, Maura Concord, NH
Maura.Willing@Comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 1:47 PM

Donnelly, Ryan Hudson, NH
rdonnelly@gsil.org

A Member of the
Public

Granite State Independent Living Support No No 4/11/2022 2:00 PM

Kenison, Pamela Concord, NH
pkkenison@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 2:04 PM



Torpey, Jeanne Concord, NH
jtorp51@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 2:22 PM

Merlone, Lynn Rindge, NH
prulone@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 4:12 PM

Hershey, Jane Rindge, NH
janelhershey@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 4:12 PM

Thomas, Anne Rindge, NH
annethomasjazz@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 4:12 PM

Moore, Susan Franconia, NH
susan.moore.franconia@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 4:47 PM

Kelly, Fran Amherst, NH
fr.kelly01@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 4:48 PM

Couchman, Edith Hollis, NH
epcouchman@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 5:43 PM

Parziale, Evan Manchester, NH
Herrparziale@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 5:49 PM

Mulligan, Mary Jane Hanover, NH
maryjane.mulligan99@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 6:15 PM

Laker-Phelps, Gail Chichester, NH
lpsart@tds.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:00 PM

Greenwood-Briggs,
Sabrina

Concord, NH
Sabrinagb@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:26 PM

Holt, David Somersworth, NH
davholt@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:35 PM

Hunnewell, Anne Holderness, NH
ahunne@roadrunner.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:43 PM

Hunnewell, Richard Holderness, NH
hunnewell.richard@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 7:43 PM

Woitkowski, Rebecca concord, NH
rwoitkowski@new-futures.org

A Lobbyist New Futures Kids Count Support No No 4/11/2022 8:30 PM

Stoddard, Kristine Bow, NH
kstoddard@bistatepca.org

A Lobbyist Bi-State Primary Care Association Support No No 4/11/2022 9:18 PM

Istel, Claudia Acworth, NH
cistel79@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:21 PM

Brown, Jean HANOVER, NH
jean.e.brown1@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:38 PM



HALLOCK, LINDA Cornish, NH
lindash@mail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:49 PM

Hamblet, Joan PORTSMOUTH, NH
joan.hamblet@leg.state.nh.us

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 9:57 PM

Brennan, Nancy Weare, NH
burningnan14@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/11/2022 10:22 PM

Findley, Sally Grantham, NH
findley.se@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 1:10 AM

Hayes, Randy Canterbury, NH
rcompostr@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 7:16 AM

Odom, Judith C Bow, NH
judyodom@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 7:19 AM

Reardon, Donna Concord, NH
bugs42953@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 8:02 AM

Perkins Kwoka,
Senator Rebecca

Portsmouth, NH
Rebecca.PerkinsKwoka@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 8:41 AM

Watters, Senator
David

Dover, NH
david.watters@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 8:51 AM

Garland, Ann LEBANON, NH
annhgarland@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 8:51 AM

Wilke, Mary CONCORD, NH
wilke.mary@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 9:50 AM

Murray, Kate New Castle, NH
dr.karma2000@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 10:29 AM

Richards, John Holderness, NH
Salmon246@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 10:53 AM

Sherman, Senator SD 24, NH
jennifer.horgan@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official SD24 Support No No 4/12/2022 11:04 AM

Fox, Sarah Sanbornton, NH
Sfox@metrocast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 11:12 AM

Freedman, Aubrey Bridgewater, NH
aubreyyfreedman@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/12/2022 11:24 AM

Spencer, Louise Concord, NH
lpskentstreet@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 11:24 AM

Dolkart, Vivian Grantham, NH
viviandolkart@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 11:40 AM



Mattlage, Linda Concord, NH
l.mattlage@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 12:28 PM

Dolkart, Kenneth Grantham, NH
kenneth.dolkart@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 2:15 PM

Weber, Jill Mont Vernon, NH
jill@frajilfarms.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 8:31 PM

Sellarole, Jana Walpole, NH
jgsellarole@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/12/2022 9:41 PM



Archived: Friday, April 22, 2022 9:19:05 AM
From: Rogers, Abigail
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 10:31:09 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: DHHS testimony on SB403
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
SB403 DPHS_House-Testimony.pdf ;

DearChairm anP earsonandM em bersofthecom m ittee:

P leasefineattachedtestim ony forDHHS onS B403,re-establishingtheS pecialS upplem entalN utrition
P rogram forW om en,Infants,andChildren(W IC)Farm ersM arketN utritionP rogram .

T heDepartm entw illbeatthehearingthism orningtoprovidetestim ony andtoansw erany questions
thatthecom m itteem ighthaveregardingourtestim ony.

Bestregards,

Abby R ogers

AbigailR ogers
L egislativeL iaison

DivisionofP ublicHealthS ervices
N ew Ham pshireDepartm entofHealthandHum anS ervices
29 HazenDrive,Concord,N H 03301
603-333-6309 (cell)
603-271-4593 (O )
Abigail.R ogers@ dhhs.nh.gov

A T T EN T IO N : pleasevisittheDHHS CO VID-19 w ebsiteforthelatestCO VID-19 inform ation,resources
andguidance:https://w w w .nh.gov/covid19/
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                     April 12, 2022 
 
 
Representative Mark Pearson, Chair 
House of Representatives  
Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
 
 
Re: SB 403-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman, Vice Chair and Members of the House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs 
Committee: 
 
 The Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Public Health Services (DPHS) is in 
support of re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC)- Farmers Market Nutrition Program. This bill will allow an estimated 9,000 low income children 
ages 1-4, enrolled in the New Hampshire WIC Nutrition Program to receive a one-time thirty dollar ($30) 
benefit to redeem for fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables at NH farmers markets.  NH DHHS was 
approved to implement the WIC Farmers Market Program and awarded a grant of $129,160 in Federal 
Fiscal Year 2022. While this award will allow the state to re-establish the program, it requires a 30% 
match on the administrative dollars and does not provide adequate food funding to issue every child 
enrolled in the public health WIC nutrition program a one-time $30 benefit. The federal award alone only 
provides enough funding for a one-time benefit of $10 to each child, whereas Senate Bill 403 will provide 
up to a $30 benefit for each child, ages 1-4, thus increasing access to fresh, local healthy fruits and 
vegetables and further supporting New Hampshire’s farmers. 
 
 The Farmers Market Nutrition Program was established by Congress in 1992 to provide fresh, 
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown fruits, vegetables and herbs through farmers’ markets to WIC 
participants, and to expand awareness, use of, and sales at farmers’ markets. Eligible WIC participants are 
issued a one-time summer coupon to redeem at local farmers markets; if the coupon is not redeemed, the 
funds are not expended. The coupons are used to buy fresh local produce from NH farmers at farmer’s 
markets, which increases our dependence on local produce while supporting NH farmers. The farmers 
then submit the redeemed FMNP coupons for reimbursement. NH WIC anticipates participation in the 
Program from 39 farmers markets and more than 100 NH farmers, covering all ten counties. 
 







 The WIC Nutrition Program, administered by the NH Department of Health and Human Services, 
Division of Public Health Services contracts with four local agencies in the community to provide 
specific healthy foods, nutrition and health education as well as referrals for healthcare and social services 
across the state. The WIC Program is a federally funded discretionary program with more than 40 years of 
success and evidence based health outcomes, yielding healthier infants, school ready children and full 
term pregnancies. New Hampshire WIC currently serves almost 10,000 low-income households making 
up just under 9,000 children ages 1 to 4. The WIC Programs’ income guidelines allow a household to be 
eligible if their income is at or below 185% Federal Poverty Level. 
 
 The re-establishment of the WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program will allow children access to 
local, fresh fruits and vegetables grown by local NH farmers. To help children and families develop 
healthy eating habits, it is important to provide plenty of vegetables and fruits1. The WIC Program 
normally offers $9 a month, per child, for purchasing fruits and vegetables at an authorized grocery store 
(not authorized to be redeemed at a farmers market).  
 
 The re-establishment of the WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program will provide fresh, 
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown fruits, vegetables and herbs through NH farmers’ markets to WIC 
participants, and expand awareness, use of, and sales at NH farmers’ markets. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach me at 603-271-0571 or via email at 
Lissa.Sirois@dhhs.nh.gov. 
 
 
 


  
 Sincerely, 
 


  
  
         
  


 
 Patricia M Tilley, MS Ed 


Director 
Division of Public Health Services, 
NH Department of Health and 
Human Services 
29 Hazen Drive 
Concord, NH 03301 
 


                         
1 1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Strategies to Prevent Obesity and Other Chronic Diseases: The 
CDC Guide to Strategies to Increase the Consumption of Fruits and Vegetables. U.S Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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New Futures  •   100 North Main Street, Suite 400 Concord, NH 03301  •  (603) 225-9540  •  www.new-futures.org 

 

April 12, 2022  

   

The Honorable Mark Pearson, Chair 

House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee 

Legislative Office Building, Room 205 

Concord, NH 03301   

 

RE: New Futures Support of SB403 - re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. 
 
Dear Chairman Pearson and Honorable Members of the Committee: 

New Futures appreciates the opportunity to offer testimony in support of SB 403.  New Futures is a 
nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that advocates, educates, and collaborates to improve the health and 
wellness of all New Hampshire residents. As New Hampshire’s authorized Kids Count organization, New 
Futures also advocates for data-based policies that support Granite State families. 
 
New Futures supports SB 403 because re-establishing The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmers will 
help to address food insecurity by enabling low-income families to access additional fresh fruits and vegetables.  
When low-income mothers have access to fresh local, produce, they can help their children to eat healthier and 
support family farmers with their purchasing power.  Research has shown that the impact of certain adversity, 
including poverty, in early childhood negatively impacts lifelong health outcome and increases state costs.  The 
WIC Farmers market benefit program helps compact the negative health and life impacts of poverty1 
   
For these reasons, New Futures urges the committee to vote SB 403 Ought to Pass. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

  
 
Rebecca Woitkowski, Esq. 
Kids Count Policy Director 

 
1 Families where caregivers can meet basic needs of food, shelter, and health services for children is a protective factor against the impacts of 
ACES- https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/aces/riskprotectivefactors.html 
 



Melissa Proulx

  

I wholeheartedly support this bill, which would help families access nutritious foods while also

benefiting small businesses, our local economy, and even the environment, when you consider the

farming practices of small local farms that sell at farmers markets compared to large factory farms.

This would be an excellent way to support the wellbeing of low-income families, including growing

children who especially need access to healthy food, while also raising awareness and attendance of

New Hampshire’s wonderful farmer’s markets, which are a wonderful, community-bolstering

summertime excursion that brings people outside and brings people together. 

 



Charles Rhoades

  

As a former executive director of an agency that administered the WIC program, I strongly support

this bill. Helping mothers and children in need obtain the healthiest foods available, those grown

locally right here in New Hampshire, this bill deserves your full support.

 



Edith Couchman

  

I would like to add my name to the many advocating on behalf of this important bill which will help

improve the health of food insecure children and women by providing better access to fresh,

nutritious, local produce.  It will also help small scale NH farmers and bring more federal dollars into

the state’s agricultural economy. The latter is important if we’re to build more regional food self

reliance and climate resilience.

 



Kenneth Dolkart

  

I

 



Archived: Friday, April 22, 2022 9:19:06 AM
From: ellermannf@aol.com
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 7:20:43 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: SB 403 - FN - A
Importance: Normal

Taken from the following passage of Stave 1 (Marley’s Ghost) of A Christmas Carol:

I cannot express the eloquence in support of those who need our assistance better
than Charles Dickens. Unlike some, I do not think "parents should be responsible
for feeding their own children" if they are unable to, for whatever reason! Let's have
a little compassion, even if it's not Christmas.

Please vote to support SB 403 - FN - A

Maureen Ellermann

Concord

“At this festive season of the year, Mr. Scrooge,” said the gentleman, taking up a pen, “it is
more than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision for the Poor and
destitute, who suffer greatly at the present time. Many thousands are in want of common
necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of common comforts, sir.”

“Are there no prisons?” asked Scrooge.

“Plenty of prisons,” said the gentleman, laying down the pen again.
“And the Union workhouses?” demanded Scrooge. “Are they still in operation?”

“They are. Still,” returned the gentleman, “I wish I could say they were not.”

“The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in full vigor, then?” said Scrooge.
“Both very busy, sir.”

“Oh! I was afraid, from what you said at first, that something had occurred to stop them in
their useful course,” said Scrooge. “I’m very glad to hear it.”

“Under the impression that they scarcely furnish Christian cheer of mind or body to the
multitude,” returned the gentleman, “a few of us are endeavoring to raise a fund to buy the
Poor some meat and drink, and means of warmth. We choose this time, because it is a
time, of all others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance rejoices. What shall I put you
down for?”

“Nothing!” Scrooge replied.

“You wish to be anonymous?”

mailto:ellermannf@aol.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


“I wish to be left alone,” said Scrooge. “Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, that is
my answer. I don’t make merry myself at Christmas and I can’t afford to make idle people
merry. I help to support the establishments I have mentioned—they cost enough; and
those who are badly off must go there.”

“Many can’t go there; and many would rather die.”

“If they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the
surplus population. Besides—excuse me—I don’t know that.”

“But you might know it,” observed the gentleman.

“It’s not my business,” Scrooge returned. “It’s enough for a man to understand his own
business, and not to interfere with other people’s. Mine occupies me constantly. Good
afternoon, gentlemen!”
Seeing clearly that it would be useless to pursue their point, the gentlemen withdrew.
Scrooge resumed his labors with an improved opinion of himself, and in a more facetious
temper than was usual with him.
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Commissioner 

 
Patricia M. Tilley 

Director 
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                     April 12, 2022 
 
 
Representative Mark Pearson, Chair 
House of Representatives  
Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
 
 
Re: SB 403-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman, Vice Chair and Members of the House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs 
Committee: 
 
 The Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Public Health Services (DPHS) is in 
support of re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC)- Farmers Market Nutrition Program. This bill will allow an estimated 9,000 low income children 
ages 1-4, enrolled in the New Hampshire WIC Nutrition Program to receive a one-time thirty dollar ($30) 
benefit to redeem for fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables at NH farmers markets.  NH DHHS was 
approved to implement the WIC Farmers Market Program and awarded a grant of $129,160 in Federal 
Fiscal Year 2022. While this award will allow the state to re-establish the program, it requires a 30% 
match on the administrative dollars and does not provide adequate food funding to issue every child 
enrolled in the public health WIC nutrition program a one-time $30 benefit. The federal award alone only 
provides enough funding for a one-time benefit of $10 to each child, whereas Senate Bill 403 will provide 
up to a $30 benefit for each child, ages 1-4, thus increasing access to fresh, local healthy fruits and 
vegetables and further supporting New Hampshire’s farmers. 
 
 The Farmers Market Nutrition Program was established by Congress in 1992 to provide fresh, 
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown fruits, vegetables and herbs through farmers’ markets to WIC 
participants, and to expand awareness, use of, and sales at farmers’ markets. Eligible WIC participants are 
issued a one-time summer coupon to redeem at local farmers markets; if the coupon is not redeemed, the 
funds are not expended. The coupons are used to buy fresh local produce from NH farmers at farmer’s 
markets, which increases our dependence on local produce while supporting NH farmers. The farmers 
then submit the redeemed FMNP coupons for reimbursement. NH WIC anticipates participation in the 
Program from 39 farmers markets and more than 100 NH farmers, covering all ten counties. 
 



 The WIC Nutrition Program, administered by the NH Department of Health and Human Services, 
Division of Public Health Services contracts with four local agencies in the community to provide 
specific healthy foods, nutrition and health education as well as referrals for healthcare and social services 
across the state. The WIC Program is a federally funded discretionary program with more than 40 years of 
success and evidence based health outcomes, yielding healthier infants, school ready children and full 
term pregnancies. New Hampshire WIC currently serves almost 10,000 low-income households making 
up just under 9,000 children ages 1 to 4. The WIC Programs’ income guidelines allow a household to be 
eligible if their income is at or below 185% Federal Poverty Level. 
 
 The re-establishment of the WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program will allow children access to 
local, fresh fruits and vegetables grown by local NH farmers. To help children and families develop 
healthy eating habits, it is important to provide plenty of vegetables and fruits1. The WIC Program 
normally offers $9 a month, per child, for purchasing fruits and vegetables at an authorized grocery store 
(not authorized to be redeemed at a farmers market).  
 
 The re-establishment of the WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program will provide fresh, 
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown fruits, vegetables and herbs through NH farmers’ markets to WIC 
participants, and expand awareness, use of, and sales at NH farmers’ markets. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach me at 603-271-0571 or via email at 
Lissa.Sirois@dhhs.nh.gov. 
 
 
 

  
 Sincerely, 
 

  
  
         
  

 
 Patricia M Tilley, MS Ed 

Director 
Division of Public Health Services, 
NH Department of Health and 
Human Services 
29 Hazen Drive 
Concord, NH 03301 
 

                         
1 1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Strategies to Prevent Obesity and Other Chronic Diseases: The 
CDC Guide to Strategies to Increase the Consumption of Fruits and Vegetables. U.S Department of Health and 
Human Services. 
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SB 403-FN-A - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION
22-2962
08/05

SENATE BILL 403-FN-A

AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.

SPONSORS: Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. Bradley, Dist 3; Sen. Rosenwald, Dist 13; Sen.
Hennessey, Dist 1; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18; Sen. Birdsell, Dist 19; Sen. Sherman, Dist
24; Sen. Gannon, Dist 23; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Sen. Watters, Dist 4; Sen.
Kahn, Dist 10; Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5; Rep. Myler, Merr.
10; Rep. Wazir, Merr. 17; Rep. Luneau, Merr. 10; Rep. Deshaies, Carr. 6

COMMITTEE: Health and Human Services

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill re-establishes the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



SB 403-FN-A - AS INTRODUCED
22-2962
08/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two

AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for WIC Farmers Market Nutrition

Program. Amend RSA 132 by inserting after section 12-e the following new section:

132:12-f WIC Farmers' Market Nutrition Program. There is established in the department of

health and human services the New Hampshire Farmers' Market Nutrition Program for participants

in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC). The

program shall distribute food instruments to eligible WIC participants to redeem for locally grown

fresh fruits, vegetables and herbs at authorized New Hampshire farmers’ markets in compliance

with 7 C.F.R. 248 that are redeemable only at designated New Hampshire farmers’ markets. The

commissioner shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A to implement this program.

2 Appropriation; WIC Farmers' Market Nutrition Program. There is hereby appropriated to the

department of health and human services the sum of $300,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,

2023, which shall be nonlapsing, for the purpose of funding the WIC Farmers' Market Nutrition

Program in RSA 132:12-f. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any

money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2022.
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LBA
22-2962
Redraft 12/22/21

SB 403-FN-A- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025

Appropriation $0 $300,000 $0 $0

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

Funding Source:
[ X ] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ X ] Other - Potential

matching federal funds

METHODOLOGY:

This bill establishes a NH farmer's market program for participants in the women, infants, and

children (WIC) nutrition program. The program will supply locally grown fresh produce to WIC

participants through the distribution of vouchers redeemable at designated NH farmers'

markets. The bill contains a nonlapsing general fund appropriation of $300,000 for this purpose

in FY23. The Department of Health and Human Services states that the program may be

eligible for matching funds, but has not identified the percentage match that it expects to

receive. With respect to utilization, the Department states the appropriation and possible

federal match could be used to provide a $30 one-time benefit to the estimated 11,977 low-income

women and children enrolled in the WIC program.

The Department anticipates needing a 0.25 full-time equivalent (FTE) Program Assistant II

position (labor grade 15) in order to administer the new program. The pro-rated cost of this

position, including benefits and miscellaneous expenses, is estimated at $17,000 in FY23,

$17,800 in FY24, and $18,500 in FY25.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Health and Human Services
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