
Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred SB 344,

AN ACT (New Title) relative to the electronic

participation requirements of meetings open to the

public under the right to know law. Having considered

the same, report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kurt Wuelper

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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Cc: Committee Bill File

MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill adds a new section to RSA 91-A to allow bodies (except the General Court) to hold meetings
with only a fourth of the body present at a physical location. Members could participate remotely
only when “attendance is not reasonably practical” with the reason noted in the meeting minutes.
Each remote member would have to be on video and electronic public access would be noticed and
provided. If such electronic access were interrupted by the host, the meeting would be adjourned.
The majority thinks requiring both audio and video for participation is beyond the capacity of much
of NH, effectively denying this opportunity to many bodies. The adjournment requirement in case of
technical problems could be extremely difficult as many boards meet with deadlines where
postponement is virtually impossible. The majority also thinks the General Court should operate
under the laws we create for others.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: SB 344

Title: (New Title) relative to the electronic
participation requirements of meetings open to
the public under the right to know law.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 11-10.

Rep. Kurt Wuelper
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Judiciary
SB 344, (New Title) relative to the electronic participation requirements of meetings open to the
public under the right to know law. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY:
REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Kurt Wuelper for theMajority of Judiciary. This bill adds a new section to RSA 91-A to allow
bodies (except the General Court) to hold meetings with only a fourth of the body present at a
physical location. Members could participate remotely only when “attendance is not reasonably
practical” with the reason noted in the meeting minutes. Each remote member would have to be on
video and electronic public access would be noticed and provided. If such electronic access were
interrupted by the host, the meeting would be adjourned. The majority thinks requiring both audio
and video for participation is beyond the capacity of much of NH, effectively denying this opportunity
to many bodies. The adjournment requirement in case of technical problems could be extremely
difficult as many boards meet with deadlines where postponement is virtually impossible. The
majority also thinks the General Court should operate under the laws we create for others. Vote
11-10.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred SB 344,

AN ACT (New Title) relative to the electronic

participation requirements of meetings open to the

public under the right to know law. Having considered

the same, and being unable to agree with the Majority,

report with the recommendation that the bill be

REFERRED FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Rebecca McBeath

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill was passed by the Senate on a bi-partisan vote; establishing requirements for electronic
participation in public meetings, specifically providing that the public have the opportunity to
participate by video, telephone, and/or other electronic means. The minority’s desire to address
citizen’s requests to provide an option for remote participation in public board meetings out -weighed
the majority’s reluctance to work to refine the Senate-proposed language. The Minority supported a
motion of Interim Study so that this issue could be discussed, deliberated, and a bi-partisan proposal
would be available for consideration by the house membership in 2023.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: SB 344

Title: (New Title) relative to the electronic
participation requirements of meetings open to
the public under the right to know law.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Rep. Rebecca McBeath
FOR THE MINORITY
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Judiciary
SB 344, (New Title) relative to the electronic participation requirements of meetings open to the
public under the right to know law. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Rebecca McBeath for the Minority of Judiciary. This bill was passed by the Senate on a bi-
partisan vote; establishing requirements for electronic participation in public meetings, specifically
providing that the public have the opportunity to participate by video, telephone, and/or other
electronic means. The minority’s desire to address citizen’s requests to provide an option for remote
participation in public board meetings out -weighed the majority’s reluctance to work to refine the
Senate-proposed language. The Minority supported a motion of Interim Study so that this issue
could be discussed, deliberated, and a bi-partisan proposal would be available for consideration by
the house membership in 2023.

REGULAR CALENDAR



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 344

BILL TITLE: (New Title) relative to the electronic participation requirements of meetings open
to the public under the right to know law.

DATE: April 14, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Wuelper Seconded by Rep. Sylvia Vote: 11-10

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk















New Hampshire Association     
of Conservation Commissions

TO: Senate Judiciary Committee
FROM: Barbara Richter, NHACC Executive Director
DATE: January 25, 2022
SUBJECT: Written testimony regarding SB344

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB344.

The New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions (NHACC) is the only non-profit, 
member organization in the state, dedicated to providing support, education, and advocacy for 

217 conservation commissions. For more than 50 years, NHACC has 
supported the work of these local conservation commissions so they can be effective protecting 
their municipalities natural resources. The NHACC Board supports SB344 that allows members 
of a public body to participate electronically in meetings. 

The NHACC board agrees that the law should remove the requirement to have a quorum present 
in a physical location. We request that the reason members who choose to attend virtually should 
not be required to state the reason that attendance in person is not reasonably practical in the 
minutes or at the meeting.

municipalities learned that remote 
attendance worked and we all saw that participation and public engagement increased and 
provided local government with the value and benefit of hearing public concerns and suggestions.
Conservation commission members have adapted to using current technology to host meetings 
and discuss critical information while also including public input and involvement. 

Most municipalities have already invested resources to make sure that meetings are conducted in 
a transparent way open to the public. The technology has been updated and procedures have been 
created that allow remote meetings to comply with right to know laws. Municipalities should 
permitted to provide the flexibility and allow commission members to attend virtually.

We support the use of technology to allow remote participation of board and commission 
members, and encourage public engagement. NHACC supports conservation commission 
members who chose to participate in meetings virtually. Vote on SB344 to
allow for fully remote participation in public meetings.

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Richter, 
NHACC Executive Director 



NH Rivers Management Advisory Committee 
NH Rivers Management and Protection Program

 

29 Hazen Drive; PO Box 95; Concord, NH 03302-0095; Tel: 603-796-2615 
Rivers Management Advisory Committee Forum  

April 13, 2022 

The Honorable Edward Gordon, Chair 
House Judiciary Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 208 
Concord, NH 03301 

RE: SB 344 An act relative to the electronic participation requirements of 
meetings open to the public under the right to know law.  

Dear Chair Gordon and Members of the Committee, 

The Rivers Management Advisory Committee (RMAC) is writing to express its 
support of Senate Bill 344, which allows municipalities to authorize 
municipal public bodies to meet virtually when less than a quorum is 
physically present. 

The RMAC supports this bill, both in its original text and as amended by the 
Senate, because 

 Our experience was that remote meetings during the pandemic 
increased attendance and participation at public meetings; 

 and other 
state and municipal groups have reported similar experiences; and 

 Current technology allows bodies to conduct meetings effectively and 
efficiently in a remote setting. 

The original text of the bill would have applied to a variety of groups that are 
not covered by the Senate amendment, and which the RMAC would like to see 
included. Several of the local advisory committees for the nineteen designated 
rivers in the state have difficulty meeting quorum requirements or have lost 
members who are unable to drive an hour or more to meetings. LACs 
members are nominated by their towns and cities to provide local input in 
state permit decisions.  

Many volunteers are older citizens. There are other volunteers who live far 
from meeting locations or are not able to drive at night or in bad weather. For 
them, having a remote attendance option that could apply to all public bodies 

volunteer-based civic engagement. These volunteers should be counted 
towards a quorum so that these boards, committees, and commissions 
can conduct their statutory business. 

The RMAC is a legislatively created body charged to work with the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services to administer RSA 483, the 
Rivers Management and Protection Program. The Governor and Council 
appointed Committee is composed of members from business, agriculture, 

VOTING MEMBERS: 

Michele L. Tremblay
Chair 

Conservation 
Community 

 

Larry T. Spencer 
Vice Chair 

Conservation  
Commissions 

 

Victoria Bunker 
Historic/Archeological 

Interests 

Christopher Hodgdon 
NH Fish & Game  

Commission 
 

Frederick J. McNeill 
Municipal Officer 

 

Madeleine Mineau 
Granite State  

Hydropower Assoc. 

Robert M. Roseen 
Recreational Interests 

 

Ruth Ward 
Local River Management 

Advisory Committees 
 

Donald L. Ware 
Public Water Suppliers 

 

Vacant 
Agricultural Community  

 

Vacant 
Business & Industry  

Association 

NON-VOTING MEMBERS: 
 

Peter Bowman 
NH Dept. of Natural and 

Cultural Resources 
 

Brian Eaton 
NH Department of  

Safety 

Jennifer Gilbert 
NH Dept. of Business 
and Economic Affairs 

 

Mark Hemmerlein 
NH Department of 

Transportation 

Shawn Jasper 
NH Dept. of Agriculture,  

Markets & Food 
 

John Magee 
NH Fish & Game  

Department 
 

STAFF: 
 

Tracie Sales 
Program Administrator 

 

Nisa Marks 
Program Assistant 

 

Vacant 
Watershed Coordinator 



29 Hazen Drive; PO Box 95; Concord, NH 03302-0095; Tel: 603-271-2959
https://www.des.nh.gov/water/rivers-and-lakes/rivers-management-and-protection

hydroelectric, municipal government, water supply, conservation, recreation, fish and 
game, and historical interests. 

Should you have any questions regarding our testimony in support of SB 344, feel free to 
contact me at 603.796.2615 or MLT@naturesource.net.

Sincerely,

Michele L. Tremblay, Chair

ec: Senators Daniels, Hennessey, Cavanaugh, and Perkins Kwoka
Representatives Long, Eaton, and Egan
RMAC Representatives
Robert R. Scott, Commissioner, NHDES
Ted Diers, Administrator, Watershed Management Bureau, NHDES
Tracie Sales, Rivers and Lakes Program Administrator, NHDES
Local River Management Advisory Committee Chairs
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