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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Ways and Means to

which was referred SB 318-FN,

AN ACT extending the hours in which games of chance

may be conducted. Having considered the same, report

the same with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT

TO PASS.

Rep. Fred Doucette

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill extends the hours that games of chance can be offered by six hours daily (three hours in the
morning and three hours at night). The Lottery Commission assumes, based on the gaming demand
and cost of labor, only a select number of locations will choose to operate for the full amount of the
extended hours. The Lottery Commission states inspection and audit of these facilities will not be
substantially impacted by this change as the monitoring of the extended hours can be accomplished
by flexing the time of the existing audit staff as necessary, therefore, the Commission does not
expect that this bill will have an impact on state expenditures. The state of New Hampshire‘s
successful charitable gaming model generates more than $16 million per year for over 500 NH
charities.  In addition, approximately another $5 million annually is raised for education.  The
majority of the committee believe this change will help New Hampshire facilities better compete
with the 24 hour per day facilities in our neighboring states. 
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Vote 14-8.

Rep. Fred Doucette
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Ways and Means
SB 318-FN, extending the hours in which games of chance may be conducted. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Fred Doucette for the Majority of Ways and Means. This bill extends the hours that games of
chance can be offered by six hours daily (three hours in the morning and three hours at night). The
Lottery Commission assumes, based on the gaming demand and cost of labor, only a select number
of locations will choose to operate for the full amount of the extended hours. The Lottery
Commission states inspection and audit of these facilities will not be substantially impacted by this
change as the monitoring of the extended hours can be accomplished by flexing the time of the
existing audit staff as necessary, therefore, the Commission does not expect that this bill will have
an impact on state expenditures. The state of New Hampshire‘s successful charitable gaming model
generates more than $16 million per year for over 500 NH charities.  In addition, approximately
another $5 million annually is raised for education.  The majority of the committee believe this
change will help New Hampshire facilities better compete with the 24 hour per day facilities in our
neighboring states.  Vote 14-8.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Ways and Means to

which was referred SB 318-FN,

AN ACT extending the hours in which games of chance

may be conducted. Having considered the same, and

being unable to agree with the Majority, report with the

following amendment, and the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Susan Almy

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill intrudes on existing local control rights on behalf of a single type of establishment.  It
enables new expanded hours of operation for games of chance, allowing facilities to open three hours
earlier at 8:00 a.m., and to operate three hours later, until 4:00 a.m. the next day.  Local control over
hours of operation for situational reasons has long been allowed.  But the bill includes no provision
authorizing local communities to set any limits on this new expanded period of operation.  Some of
the current facilities are located next to residential neighborhoods and/or in municipalities that do
not revise site plans upon change of use.  If the bill passes as is, some host communities will likely be
unable to address the concerns of nearby residents, and winter snow removal from municipal
parking may be almost impossible.  The minority amendment simply continues the right of local
communities to regulate expanded hours of operation to fit local circumstances.

Committee: Ways and Means

Bill Number: SB 318-FN

Title: extending the hours in which games of chance
may be conducted.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-1627h

Rep. Susan Almy
FOR THE MINORITY
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Ways and Means
SB 318-FN, extending the hours in which games of chance may be conducted. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Susan Almy for theMinority of Ways and Means. This bill intrudes on existing local control
rights on behalf of a single type of establishment.  It enables new expanded hours of operation for
games of chance, allowing facilities to open three hours earlier at 8:00 a.m., and to operate three
hours later, until 4:00 a.m. the next day.  Local control over hours of operation for situational
reasons has long been allowed.  But the bill includes no provision authorizing local communities to
set any limits on this new expanded period of operation.  Some of the current facilities are located
next to residential neighborhoods and/or in municipalities that do not revise site plans upon change
of use.  If the bill passes as is, some host communities will likely be unable to address the concerns of
nearby residents, and winter snow removal from municipal parking may be almost impossible.  The
minority amendment simply continues the right of local communities to regulate expanded hours of
operation to fit local circumstances.
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