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April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred SB 302-FN,

AN ACT establishing the personal privacy protection

act. Having considered the same, report the same with

the following amendment, and the recommendation

that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mark McLean

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill prohibits public agencies and bodies from releasing information that identifies donors and
volunteers of any 501(c) entity. The committee expressed broad support for the preservation of
donor privacy, and the committee amendment addresses transparency concerns by preserving the
power of the Attorney General to identify board members and directors in the execution of its normal
investigative and auditory functions.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: SB 302-FN

Title: establishing the personal privacy protection
act.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-1443h

Vote 11-10.

Rep. Mark McLean
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Judiciary
SB 302-FN, establishing the personal privacy protection act. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Mark McLean for the Majority of Judiciary. This bill prohibits public agencies and bodies
from releasing information that identifies donors and volunteers of any 501(c) entity. The committee
expressed broad support for the preservation of donor privacy, and the committee amendment
addresses transparency concerns by preserving the power of the Attorney General to identify board
members and directors in the execution of its normal investigative and auditory functions. Vote 11-
10.

REGULAR CALENDAR



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred SB 302-FN,

AN ACT establishing the personal privacy protection

act. Having considered the same, and being unable to

agree with the Majority, report with the

recommendation that the bill be REFERRED FOR

INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Rebecca McBeath

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill eliminates the public’s long standing right to obtain basic information on the donors and
leadership of non-profit and charitable organizations. Adopting this bill breaches the contract for
transparency entered into when tax-exempt status was initially granted to non-profit and charitable
organizations. This bill was overwhelmingly opposed by those that testified at the public hearing,
including the Office of the NH Attorney General, the NH Center for Nonprofits, and Open
Democracy. Representatives from two state agencies expressed concerns that this bill may have
unintended consequences on statutory responsibilities of auditing and federal certification
requirements regarding funds awarded by the state to contractors.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: SB 302-FN

Title: establishing the personal privacy protection
act.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Rep. Rebecca McBeath
FOR THE MINORITY
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Judiciary
SB 302-FN, establishing the personal privacy protection act. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Rebecca McBeath for the Minority of Judiciary. This bill eliminates the public’s long standing
right to obtain basic information on the donors and leadership of non-profit and charitable
organizations. Adopting this bill breaches the contract for transparency entered into when tax-
exempt status was initially granted to non-profit and charitable organizations. This bill was
overwhelmingly opposed by those that testified at the public hearing, including the Office of the NH
Attorney General, the NH Center for Nonprofits, and Open Democracy. Representatives from two
state agencies expressed concerns that this bill may have unintended consequences on statutory
responsibilities of auditing and federal certification requirements regarding funds awarded by the
state to contractors.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 302-FN

BILL TITLE: establishing the personal privacy protection act.

DATE: April 14, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. McLean Seconded by Rep. Merner AM Vote: 20-1

Amendment # 2022-1443h

Moved by Rep. McLean Seconded by Rep. Merner Vote: 11-10

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk
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Karen Karwocki

From: Greg Moore <gmoore@afphq.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 3:10 PM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Subject: AFP letter regarding SB 302

 
 
April 12, 2022 
 
Honorable Ned Gordon 
Chairman 
House Judiciary Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 205 
33 North State Street 
Concord, NH 03301  
 
RE: SB 302, establishing the personal privacy protection act 
 
Dear Chairman Gordon and Honorable Members of the House Judiciary Committee, 
 
On behalf of thousands of our fellow Granite Staters, Americans for Prosperity-New Hampshire urges you to 
support SB 302, establishing the personal privacy protection act. The legislation would prevent potentially 
politically motivated actors at the state agency level from broadcasting nonprofit supporter information, which 
could result in the intimidation or harassment of individuals due to their support for causes they hold dear. 
 
Across the country, nearly 200 bills have been introduced in state legislatures in the past decade that have tried 
to force the disclosure of Americans’ personal giving history. These unconstitutional proposals violate citizens’ 
rights to freedom of speech and association while putting at risk their privacy and safety. These dangerous policies 
could allow extremists on both sides of the aisle to obtain the names, home addresses and other personal 
information of individuals who give to any and all charitable causes. 
 
SB 302 creates a careful balance between the duties and functions of the executive branch and the constitutional 
amendment overwhelmingly adopted by New Hampshire voters in 2018, which states that “an individual’s right 
to live free from governmental intrusion in private or personal information is natural, essential, and inherent.” 
It does not change campaign finance laws or reporting requirements or amend the state’s statutes regulating 
lobbyists or lobbying activity while providing state agencies with the ability and flexibility necessary to effectively 
regulate and oversee nonprofit organizations. 
 
Granite Staters have a proud history of supporting causes in their communities and the organizations that represent 
their beliefs. As one of the region’s consistently most charitable states, members of the New Hampshire 
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Legislature should act quickly and accordingly to codify protections at the state level now before federal donor 
disclosure legislation is signed into law in the future. 
 
We ask for your support proactively to ensure strong protections for citizen privacy for those who choose to give 
to causes they support without fear that their personal beliefs will be made public or that they or their family will 
be harassed or intimidated. Please join us and a bipartisan coalition of legislators in supporting SB 302. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Greg Moore 
State Director 
Americans for Prosperity-New Hampshire  
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April 6, 2022

Hon. Edward Gordon, Chair
House Judiciary Committee
Legislative Office Building 206-208
Concord, NH

Re: SB 302, establishing the personal privacy act

Dear Representative Gordon and Members of House Judiciary:

I am writing provide our concerns on SB 302, which would establish The Personal Privacy Act by 
creating a new chapter, RSA 91-C. 

Testimony in the Senate Judiciary Committee indicated that the legislation was meant to protect the 
confidentiality of donors of charitable organizations vis-à-vis the state. However, the bill as written
applies to all “public bodies” and “public agencies.” These terms are not defined in SB 302, but if the 
intent is to use the same definition of these terms as in RSA 91-A:1-a, then this legislation would apply to 
all cities and towns. As a result, we are opposed to the language in new section RSA 91-C:4 establishing
criminal and civil penalties, including damages, attorneys’ fees, and imprisonment. 

We are also concerned about the potential effect of this legislation on the nonprofit sector. New 
Hampshire cities and towns rely on the nonprofit sector to provide essential services and supplement 
governmental services in our communities. Our local governments could be negatively affected by 
legislation that places an undue burden on our nonprofits. 

Finally, if RSA 91-C is enacted, we suggest a cross reference in RSA 91-A:5 so that it is clear these 
records are exempt from disclosure under the Right-to-Know Law. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Margaret M.L. Byrnes
Executive Director
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