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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 6, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred SB 291,

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the issue of

unmarried cohabitants, domestic partnerships, and

common law marriage. Having considered the same,

report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would have established a study committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, and
domestic partners. Under existing law in NH, common law marriages are not prohibited.
Individual’s choosing not to become married is not a conundrum. Currently, NH has mechanisms in
the law to protect persons choosing to share a household without choosing to become married,
including statutes regarding any children born from the relationship. In the event a couple is
uncomfortable with becoming legally married they have the right to keep all of their assets separate.
There are not any laws that makes a couple share financial assets, a home, or a car, just to name a
few, even if they are legally married. A married couple has the same vulnerabilities to have a bank
account liquidated when they share financial accounts. Additionally, there are home ownership
options to help secure a person’s vested interest in a home investment and everybody has the right to
have a last will and testament prepared as well.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 291

Title: establishing a committee to study the issue of
unmarried cohabitants, domestic partnerships,
and common law marriage.

Date: April 6, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 12-8.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 291, establishing a committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, domestic
partnerships, and common law marriage. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for theMajority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would have
established a study committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, and domestic partners.
Under existing law in NH, common law marriages are not prohibited. Individual’s choosing not to
become married is not a conundrum. Currently, NH has mechanisms in the law to protect persons
choosing to share a household without choosing to become married, including statutes regarding any
children born from the relationship. In the event a couple is uncomfortable with becoming legally
married they have the right to keep all of their assets separate. There are not any laws that makes a
couple share financial assets, a home, or a car, just to name a few, even if they are legally married. A
married couple has the same vulnerabilities to have a bank account liquidated when they share
financial accounts. Additionally, there are home ownership options to help secure a person’s vested
interest in a home investment and everybody has the right to have a last will and testament
prepared as well. Vote 12-8.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 6, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred SB 291,

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the issue of

unmarried cohabitants, domestic partnerships, and

common law marriage. Having considered the same,

and being unable to agree with the Majority, report

with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO

PASS.

Rep. David Meuse

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

Property rights are among our most sacred and important rights. However, there are grey areas in
our state laws when it comes to the division of property when relationships end between unmarried
cohabitants and domestic partnerships. This lack of clarity can result in the loss of property should
one of the parties exiting a relationship take advantage of another. With living arrangements
outside of marriage now common among people of all ages, especially among younger people, the
minority believes this is an issue worthy of additional information gathering and further study. We
urge you to overturn the inexpedient to legislate recommendation so the legislature can be allowed to
do an important part of our work.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 291

Title: establishing a committee to study the issue of
unmarried cohabitants, domestic partnerships,
and common law marriage.

Date: April 6, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. David Meuse
FOR THE MINORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 291, establishing a committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, domestic
partnerships, and common law marriage. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. David Meuse for theMinority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. Property rights are
among our most sacred and important rights. However, there are grey areas in our state laws when
it comes to the division of property when relationships end between unmarried cohabitants and
domestic partnerships. This lack of clarity can result in the loss of property should one of the parties
exiting a relationship take advantage of another. With living arrangements outside of marriage now
common among people of all ages, especially among younger people, the minority believes this is an
issue worthy of additional information gathering and further study. We urge you to overturn the
inexpedient to legislate recommendation so the legislature can be allowed to do an important part of
our work.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 291

BILL TITLE: establishing a committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, domestic
partnerships, and common law marriage.

DATE: April 6, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Rhodes Seconded by Rep. Wallace Vote: 12-8

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Scott Wallace, Clerk







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 291

BILL TITLE: establishing a committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants,
domestic partnerships, and common law marriage.

DATE: April 6, 2022

LOB ROOM: 204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 0900

Time Adjourned: 09:30

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Roy, Wallace, Welch, Burt, Rhodes, Green, Testerman,
True, Pratt, Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet, Meuse, R.
Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Conley, Bradley and Espitia

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Sherman
 Introduced the bill and gave a brief history of the bills intent and progress since 2005 or so.

He explained the issues surrounding the disposition of property, assets and insurance in the
event of an end to the relationship.

Chelsi Christanson
 Relates her story about a 10 yr. relationship with 2 kids, a home and the break up thereof.

And how the property, child support and the like; and how things worked out.
 Supports

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Scott Wallace, Clerk

Sen. Sherman Sen. Watters Sen. Rosenwald
Rep. Maggiore Rep. K. Murray
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