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Archived: Thursday, May 19, 2022 9:57:01 AM
From: Molly Gendreau
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 12:43:00 PM
To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Subject: NHAAMA Board Supports SB 282 Amended Friday, April 15th
Importance: Normal

D earH ou s e Exec u tive D epartmentand A d minis tration,

The board members ofthe N ew H amps hire A c u pu nc tu re and A s ian M ed ic ine A s s oc iation have reviewed
and are in fu lls u pportofthe amend ments mad e to S B 2 8 2 on Frid ay, A pril15th. Thankyou s o mu c hfor
you rad d itionaltime and attention s penton S B 2 8 2 , H B 1 192 , and fors u pportingou rprofes s ion.

Res pec tfu lly,

The N ew H ams hire A c u pu nc tu re and A s ian M ed ic ine A s s oc iation (N H A A M A )B oard
A d am L earner<alearner@ ac u family. c om>, P res id ent
A my O 'D ellW ils on <amyod ellwils on@ gmail. c om>, Vic e P res id ent
M olly Gend reau <mollyegend reau @ gmail. c om>, Treas u rer
L ind s ey S is s on <lind s ey@ greatbayac u . c om>, S ec retary
A nd rea Kolgin <akolgin@ res ilienc eand hope. c om>M emberatL arge
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VIA EMAIL 

L. Cindy Theroux-Jette, PhD, OT/L, LAc 

60 Main Street, Suite 310, Nashua, NH 03060 

reception@aimaofnashua.com  603-718-8328 

 

NH House Executive Departments & Administration Committee 

Legislative Office Building, Room 302-304 

33 North State Street, Concord, NH 03301 

HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us  

 

Date: April 5, 2022 

 

Re: SB282 Board of Acupuncture Licensing Testimony   

 

 

Dear Chairman McGuire and members of the House ED&A committee, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well. I currently serve as Chair of the NH Board of Acupuncture Licensing and for the 

purposes of this testimony I am writing on behalf of the Board. The Board has reviewed SB282 and my 

comments represent those of the Board.  

 

Professionally, I am a nationally board certified and actively practicing NH Licensed Acupuncturist with 20+ years 

of experience, and 30+ years of experience as a NH Licensed Occupational Therapist. I am President Emeritus of 

the New Hampshire Acupuncture Asian Medicine Association (the state level professional association for Licensed 

Acupuncturists) and served in that role for seven years prior to being invited to seek appointment to the New 

Hampshire Board of Acupuncture Licensing by the Board founders, and I have been serving in this role for ten 

years.  

 

SB282 unanimously passed in the Senate with all the amendments that were initiated by this Board. This bill allows 

licensed acupuncturists with a doctoral degree in acupuncture to use the title in their acupuncture practice, modifies 

term limits for Board members, and addresses continuing education requirements and conditions for licensure. 

 

The Board would like to ask the committee to include one additional amendment: please amend the bill by 

changing the word “Oriental” in the instances it is mentioned throughout RSA 328-G.  

 

The profession has been steadily making the change away from “Oriental” to “Asian” because the word “Oriental” 

is offensive to many and we at the Board of Acupuncture Licensing recognize the need to do make this change, as 

well. The state level professional association for Licensed Acupuncturists changed its name and is now called the 

“New Hampshire Acupuncture and Asian Medicine Association”, for example. The Board wishes to follow what 

the leaders and agencies that set the standards for our profession are doing, and the current standard is to use 

“Asian” in reference to “Asian medicine” instead of “Oriental” for “Oriental medicine”.  

 

Of note — this word “Oriental” is used in 9 instances throughout the statute, but in two places it is contained within 

the name of an agency. One agency has already updated its name, while the other has not yet done so: 

• In RSA 328-G:2(VI), “ACAOM” has officially changed their name to “ACAHM” for “Accreditation 

Commission for Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine” and the statute should reflect that, so we ask if you 

could please make that change?  

• We have also been adding “including its successors or predecessors” after the name of an agency, as a 

means to account for when and if agencies change their names in the future. Would you please do that, as 

well?  

• In RSA 328-G:2(VII), “NCCAOM” has not officially changed their name yet, and as such, we’ll have to 

leave that as is, but we ask you to please add “including its successors and predecessors” to account for the 

upcoming change. 
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Board alternates. The Board understands that the committee has been adding alternate members to small Boards for 

the purpose of achieving quorum, which makes sense for Boards that are challenged by lack of quorum. The Board 

of Acupuncture Licensing is a highly efficient, effective, and well-functioning Board with good chemistry, and we 

have never having a quorum issue for over 20 years, since its inception back in 1997. If it is a requirement that 

an accommodation be made, we ask that the language used in the statute for Mental Health Practice (330-A:9 

Organization and Meetings) be adopted for our Board: "When a quorum is not available for just and timely 

resolution of a specific matter, former board members or advisory committee members may be appointed by the 

board to serve as acting board members for purposes of obtaining the minimum quorum in the resolution of that 

specific matter or when a particular profession cannot be represented in an adjudicatory hearing." 

 

The Board is in agreement with all of the other existing SB282 amendments. Provided for reference in the 

remainder of this email is our rationale for agreement with the existing amendments. The Board initiated this 

legislation and is in favor of it as it is written, with all amendments that were adopted by the Senate. There is 

currently an identical bill in Senate ED&A, HB1192, that had passed in the House with inclusion of all 

amendments suggested by this Board.  

 

RSA 328-G:9, V(b); language allowing licensed acupuncturists who have received a doctoral degree in the practice 

of acupuncture to use the title. When the Board of Acupuncture Licensing was founded in 1997, no doctoral level 

training programs were in existence, but now there are many and the Board wishes to allow licensees with doctoral 

degrees in acupuncture the ability to utilize the title they have earned. 

 

RSA 328-G:3, III; language addressing terms of office. Many Boards comprised of volunteers have holdover status 

language, including the Allied Health Board, the Medical Board, and the board of Chiropractic Examiners. The 

Board of Acupuncture Licensing seeks to include holdover language, as well, and would like to mirror existing 

language from the statute of other Boards that is appropriate for its use. This provides for consistency in statute 

language across all boards. To my understanding it has typically also been the preference of the legislature to 

streamline Board statute in this way. We are a volunteer Board and do not want to restrict a member from 

resigning. As such, the Board deliberately chose the word “or” and avoided the use of “and” in the 

sentence “Members shall serve until the expiration of the term for which they have been appointed or until their 
successors have been appointed and qualified”. Other Board statutes with holdover language currently read this 

way, and the reference for this can be found in RSA 328-F:4. This language matches existing language in statute for 

many other boards, including all seven NH Allied Health professions: physical therapists, occupational therapists, 

speech therapists, respiratory therapists, genetic counselors, recreational therapists and athletic trainers. 

 

RSA 328-G:9, II(a); language addressing license issuance and age. The Board recognizes that the age of majority 

could change over time and as such, voted for it to read: “Has reached age of majority as recognized in 

New Hampshire”. This language allows flexibility in reflecting a current State of NH definition of age of majority. 

 

RSA 328-G:9, II(b); language addressing license issuance and certification required. Specifying certification status 

as “current and active” is important because certifying agencies offer different levels of certification status. 

NCCAOM offers “lapsed status” which is when a recertification application isn’t processed before the certification 

expires. NCCAOM also has “inactive status” for acupuncturists who are not practicing – which is subsequently 

terminated if they don’t return to active status within three years. As such, the Board voted for it to include the 

language “current, active” in describing the required certifications. 

 

RSA 328-G:9, II(c); language addressing license fee. The Board feels exact fee amounts should not be included in 

statute, as this could change in the future. 

 

RSA 328-G:9, II(d); language addressing character. The Board feels consideration of moral character for licensing 

acupuncturists is critical, and this language should remain in the statute. The Board further recognizes that the term 

“professional character” is being used in other Board statutes and may be a better way to describe the required 

character of a licensee than “moral character”. In consideration of efforts to provide for consistency in statute 

language across all Boards it is of note that this language exists in the statute of many Boards including the Medical 

Board, Dental Board, and Psychologist Board – all of these have the language “of good professional character.” 
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RSA 328-G:9, II(e)(1) and (2); language addressing completion of a post-secondary acupuncture college 

program. The Board feels that this educational program must be accredited by an industry recognized accrediting 

agency, and the current accreditation agency for licensed acupuncturists is the Accreditation Commission for 

Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine, or ACAHM. It is the opinion of the Board that the language “including its 

successors or predecessors” after citing “ACAHM certification” makes allowance for the fact that agencies can 

change their names. 

 

RSA 328-G:9, II(e)(3); language addressing reciprocity, apprenticeship and internship programs. It is the opinion 

of the Board that the language “including its successors or predecessors” after use of the term “NCCAOM” makes 

allowance for the fact that agencies can change their names. Reciprocity is covered in RSA 332-G and the Board is 

in agreement. The NCCAOM is the national board examination and certification agency for licensed acupuncturists 

and is recognized in the profession as the agency that sets the standard for competency and safety in acupuncture 

practice. NCCAOM eliminated the internship and apprenticeship route to certification effective 12/31/2021 because 

it does not provide an adequate standard of training. The Board agreed with this and has voted to eliminate this 

language. The Board agreed to provide a route for those who completed an apprenticeship program prior to 

12/13/2021 that was in compliance with NCCAOM standards at the time of completion. 

 

RSA 328-G:9, X; language addressing continuing education. It is the opinion of the Board that acupuncturists 

should be able to use the continuing education units that they acquire for maintaining their current and active 

national board certification toward their NH acupuncture license continuing education requirements. 

 

RSA 328-G:9-a, II(b); language addressing supervision. There is nothing in either the statute or rules requiring 

supervisory site visits to be “in-person”, and the Board recognizes the need to provide accessibility options for 

supervisory visits. In consideration of efforts to provide for consistency in statute language across all Boards, it is 

of note that this language exists in the statute of other Boards. The Physical Therapy Practice Act states: "General 

supervision" means that the physical therapist is not required to be on-site for direction and supervision, but must 

be available at least by telecommunications.” Physicians and osteopaths do not receive training in 

acupuncture detoxification unless they seek it out as an additional specialty area post-graduation, and as such it is 

the opinion of the Board that supervising professionals should hold training specific to acupuncture. Licensed 

acupuncturists hold this training and are the most qualified professionals to provide supervision of acupuncture 

detoxification specialists. 

  

 

 

In closing, the Board asks you to please include one additional amendment changing the word “Oriental” to 

“Asian” throughout RSA 328-G, with the exceptions for agency names as noted earlier, consider utilizing the 

language in the Mental Health Practice statute if accommodation must be made for alternate members, 

and please keep all other existing amendments. These Board suggested amendments are included in HB1192, the 

identical bill that unanimously passed in the House. 

 

Chairman McGuire and committee members, thank you for your thoughtful consideration of the above testimony 

prior to taking action on this bill. Please reach out with any questions or comments. I sincerely thank you for your 

valuable time.  
 
 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

____________________ 

 

L. Cindy Theroux-Jette, PhD, OT/L, LAc 

Chair, Board of Acupuncture Licensing 

reception@aimaofnashua.com  603-718-8328 
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Archived: Thursday, May 19, 2022 9:57:01 AM
From: reception@aimaofnashua.com
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2022 1:30:56 PM
To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Subject: SB282 Work Session 4/15/22
Importance: Normal

Dear Chairman McGuire and members of the House ED&A committee,

I realize you are likely in session reviewing SB282 as I write. The Board of Acupuncture
Licensing submitted a replace all amendment per the suggestion of Senator Reagan and you
should have that in front of you. There are two members of the Board of Acupuncture Licensing
there to answer any questions you may have, Vicki Irwin and Diane Chase. I could not attend
today, but please don’t hesitate to reach out if I can be of assistance. If you call, please leave a
message as I do screen calls. Thank you for your work on this bill.

Sincerely,

L. Cindy Theroux-Jette, PhD, OT/L, LAc
Chair, Board of Acupuncture Licensing
reception@aimaofnashua.com 603-718-8328

C onfid entiality N otic e: The information c ontained in this mes s age is c onfid entialand intend ed only forthe pers on to
whom itis ad d res s ed . D is s emination, d is tribu tion orc opyingofthis information by anyone otherthan the intend ed
rec ipient, oran employee oragentres pons ible ford eliveringthe information to the intend ed rec ipient, is
s tric tly prohibited . Ifyou are notan intend ed rec ipientofthis mes s age, pleas e notify the s end er, d es troy the mes s age
and d o notc opy, d is tribu te ord is s eminate the information. You rc omplianc e is apprec iated . Thankyou .
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