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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 26, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Education to which was referred SB

234,

AN ACT requiring student identification cards to

include the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

following amendment, and the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Rick Ladd

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education

Bill Number: SB 234

Title: requiring student identification cards to
include the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline.

Date: April 26, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-1801h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

According to the National Alliance for Mental Illness, suicide is the second leading cause of death in
young people aged 10-34. As stated by the Governor, “these worrying recent trends have only been
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.” This bill, as amended, is written to provide the resources
to New Hampshire’s students by requiring schools and post-secondary education who issue student
identification cards to include the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline telephone number and the
three-digit national emergency number, 988, that will be available to everyone across the United
States starting on July 16, 2022. The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people
in distress, needed prevention, crisis resources, and best practices for professionals in the United
States. States across the country have already taken this step, such as South Carolina, Arizona,
Illinois, and California. This act shall be known as the Jason Dickey Suicide Prevention Act. Please
support the unanimous recommendation of the committee making the Lifeline more accessible to our
young people.

Vote 18-0.

Rep. Rick Ladd
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Education
SB 234, requiring student identification cards to include the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. According to the National Alliance for Mental Illness, suicide is the
second leading cause of death in young people aged 10-34. As stated by the Governor, “these
worrying recent trends have only been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.” This bill, as
amended, is written to provide the resources to New Hampshire’s students by requiring schools and
post-secondary education who issue student identification cards to include the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline telephone number and the three-digit national emergency number, 988, that will
be available to everyone across the United States starting on July 16, 2022. The Lifeline provides
24/7, free and confidential support for people in distress, needed prevention, crisis resources, and
best practices for professionals in the United States. States across the country have already taken
this step, such as South Carolina, Arizona, Illinois, and California. This act shall be known as the
Jason Dickey Suicide Prevention Act. Please support the unanimous recommendation of the
committee making the Lifeline more accessible to our young people. Vote 18-0.



House Education
April 26, 2022
2022-1801h
10/04

Amendment to SB 234

Amend the bill by inserting after the enacting clause the following new section and renumbering the

original sections 1-3 to read as 2-4, respectively:

1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the Jason Dickey Suicide Prevention Act.

Amend RSA 193-J:2-a, IV as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

IV. The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline shall be labeled on student identification cards

and include the telephone number: National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-8255 or 988.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 234

BILL TITLE: requiring student identification cards to include the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline.

DATE: April 26, 2022

LOB ROOM: 207

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Ladd Seconded by Rep. Myler AM Vote:

Amendment # 2022-1739h

Moved by Rep. Ladd Seconded by Rep. Myler Vote: 18-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Melissa Litchfield, Clerk











House Remote Testify

Education Committee Testify List for Bill SB234 on 2022-04-06 
Support: 13    Oppose: 0    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Ward, Senator Ruth Stoddard, NH
ruth.ward@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official senate district 8 Support No No 3/28/2022 2:43 PM

Ward, Senator Stoddard, NH
ruth.ward@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official senate district 8 Support No No 3/29/2022 3:29 PM

Trudel, Karen Penacook, NH
tktrudel1@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/1/2022 9:03 PM

Manseau, Joline Hollis, NH
joline.manseau@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/1/2022 9:29 PM

Seifert, Bernadette Sunapee, NH
bernieseifert@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/4/2022 6:54 AM

Welch, Kristen Somersworth, NH
kwelch924@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/4/2022 8:37 AM

Hanenberg, Candace Goffstown, NH, NH
candace.hanenberg@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/4/2022 11:20 AM

Hennessey, Erin Senate District 1, NH
peter.oneill@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/5/2022 9:01 AM

Rosenberger, Teresa Manchester, NH
trosenberger@bssn.com

A Lobbyist Brain Injury Association of NH Support No No 4/5/2022 6:08 PM

Cronin, Thomas Durham, NH
thomas.cronin@unh.edu

State Agency Staff The University System of New
Hampshire

Support No No 4/5/2022 7:16 PM

Rembis, Lea Windham, NH
rembis4@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/5/2022 8:43 PM

Sevigny, Emma Concord, NH
esevigny@new-futures.org

A Lobbyist New Futures Support No No 4/6/2022 9:32 AM

St. John, Michelle Hollis, NH
stjohnmichelle@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 4/6/2022 10:14 AM
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Michelle St. John

  

My name is Michelle St. John and I live in Hollis, N.H. I support SB234 as someone who has

experienced the tragedy of a teen suicide. My oldest son's best friend committed suicide in

November of 2021. We are still reeling from the loss of this bright, funny young man. We need to

provide access for help in as many ways as possible. This simple step may help other young

people who are struggling, who do not feel comfortable reaching out to someone they know while

in crisis.

Thank you for your consideration.Michelle St. John29 Orchard Dr.Hollis NH

03049stjohnmichelle@gmail.com

 















Archived: Friday, April 22, 2022 9:28:41 AM
From: Melanson, Jonathan
Sent: Wednesday, April 6, 2022 9:12:04 AM
To: ~House Education Committee
Cc: Megan Stone; lindsey.oestreich@leg.state.nh.us
Subject: Senate Bill 234 - Letter of Support from Governor Sununu
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
SB 234 Letter of Support to Committee 4-6-22.pdf ;

Goodm orning,Chairm anL addandM em bersofHouseEducationCom m ittee,

P leasefindattachedaletterfrom GovernorS ununu insupportofS enateBill234.

IfIcanbeofany additionalassistance,pleasedonothesitatetoreachout.

Allthebest,
Jonathan

JonathanA.M elanson
L egislativeDirector
O fficeofGovernorChristopherT .S ununu
N H S tateHouse
107 N .M ainS treet
Concord,N H 03301
P hone-(603)271-2121
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SB 234 - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
02/03/2022 0068s

2022 SESSION
22-2905
10/05

SENATE BILL 234

AN ACT requiring student identification cards to include the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline.

SPONSORS: Sen. Ward, Dist 8; Sen. Hennessey, Dist 1; Rep. Alexander Jr., Hills. 6

COMMITTEE: Education

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill requires student identification cards for public schools and institutions of higher
education include the telephone number for the suicide prevention lifeline.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



SB 234 - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
02/03/2022 0068s 22-2905

10/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two

AN ACT requiring student identification cards to include the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Suicide Prevention; Public School Identification Cards. Amend RSA 193-J by

inserting after section 2 the following new section:

193-J:2-a Public School Identification Cards.

I. Each school district and chartered public school that serves any students in grades 6

through 12 that issues student identification cards shall include on either side of the cards the

telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.

II. The requirement in paragraph I shall apply to any student identification card issued for

the first time or for replacement cards issued for damaged or lost student identification cards after

the effective date of this section.

III. Public schools and charter schools issuing student identification cards pursuant to this

section shall annually and prior to the start of each school year certify to their respective governing

bodies that the contact information being included on student identification cards for the National

Suicide Prevention Lifeline is accurate and up to date.

IV. The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline shall be labeled on student identification cards

as the Mental Health Support Line.

2 New Chapter; Suicide Prevention in Higher Education. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter

188-H the following new chapter:

CHAPTER 188-I

SUICIDE PREVENTION IN HIGHER EDUCATION

188-I:1 Student Identification Cards.

I. Each institution of higher education shall adopt a policy implementing the requirement

that student identification cards shall include on either side of the cards the telephone number for

the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.

II. The requirement in paragraph I shall apply to any student identification card issued for

the first time or for replacement cards issued for damaged or lost student identification cards after

the effective date of this section.

III. Public and private institutions of higher learning that issue student identification cards,

including the institutions of the university system of New Hampshire, the community college

system, and private higher education institutions regulated by the higher education commission

under RSA 21-N:8-a, II, shall comply with the requirement in paragraph I by including on either
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SB 234 - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
- Page 2 -

side of the student identification cards the telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention

Lifeline.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 31, 2022.
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