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REGULAR CALENDAR

April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred SB 217,

AN ACT relative to eviction notices. Having considered

the same, report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Michael Sylvia

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would double the time for notice of eviction in some circumstances from 30 days to 60 days.
The increase in notice would apply in cases where the rental unit would be renovated or sold. While
it might seem to be helpful to some tenants, it would cause trouble in the rental market in general.
There is an insufficient supply of rental housing in the state and this bill would create no new
housing. In fact, the majority of the committee believes that it stands to reduce the supply of rental
units by increasing already excessive burdens on property owners. The notice of eviction is not the
eviction itself, but merely the beginning of a process. An owner of a property might not regain
control of his or her property for 90 days after filing the eviction. One can easily imagine a building
owner preferring to remove their property from the rental segment and turn the property into
condominiums, possibly combining small units into fewer larger condos. This results in less housing
and increased pressure on rental availability, and even higher rents. The path to more housing is
through less regulation.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: SB 217

Title: relative to eviction notices.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 11-10.

Rep. Michael Sylvia
FOR THE MAJORITY



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Judiciary
SB 217, relative to eviction notices. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Michael Sylvia for the Majority of Judiciary. This bill would double the time for notice of
eviction in some circumstances from 30 days to 60 days. The increase in notice would apply in cases
where the rental unit would be renovated or sold. While it might seem to be helpful to some tenants,
it would cause trouble in the rental market in general. There is an insufficient supply of rental
housing in the state and this bill would create no new housing. In fact, the majority of the
committee believes that it stands to reduce the supply of rental units by increasing already excessive
burdens on property owners. The notice of eviction is not the eviction itself, but merely the
beginning of a process. An owner of a property might not regain control of his or her property for 90
days after filing the eviction. One can easily imagine a building owner preferring to remove their
property from the rental segment and turn the property into condominiums, possibly combining
small units into fewer larger condos. This results in less housing and increased pressure on rental
availability, and even higher rents. The path to more housing is through less regulation. Vote 11-
10.
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April 14, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred SB 217,

AN ACT relative to eviction notices. Having considered

the same, and being unable to agree with the Majority,

report with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT

TO PASS.

Rep. Charlotte DiLorenzo

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill aims to amend current statute and require a landlord to give tenants a 60-day eviction
notice when eviction occurs before the end of the lease due to the following circumstances: (1) the
landlord desires to perform repairs to the dwelling unit which cannot safely be done while the tenant
resides in the premises, or (2) the landlord desires to perform minor or substantial rehabilitation, or
(3) the landlord desires to sell, upgrade, or convert the property to condominium conversion. There
is an exception: only a 30-day notice is required when a “vacate the premises” order has been issued
by an official board, agency, or authority with jurisdiction because the premises have been ruled
unfit for human habitation and must be vacated. The minority disagrees this bill would serve to
decrease the rental housing stock in New Hampshire. This bill provides a temporary safety net for
tenants, giving them 60 days’ notice to find a new home because the owner plans to temporarily
remove the apartment from the housing market due to minor or substantial renovation,
condominium conversion, or the sale of a property. Once completed, the apartment would return to
the housing market most likely with a higher rent.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: SB 217

Title: relative to eviction notices.

Date: April 14, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Charlotte DiLorenzo
FOR THE MINORITY
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Judiciary
SB 217, relative to eviction notices. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Charlotte DiLorenzo for the Minority of Judiciary. This bill aims to amend current statute and
require a landlord to give tenants a 60-day eviction notice when eviction occurs before the end of the
lease due to the following circumstances: (1) the landlord desires to perform repairs to the dwelling
unit which cannot safely be done while the tenant resides in the premises, or (2) the landlord desires
to perform minor or substantial rehabilitation, or (3) the landlord desires to sell, upgrade, or convert
the property to condominium conversion. There is an exception: only a 30-day notice is required
when a “vacate the premises” order has been issued by an official board, agency, or authority with
jurisdiction because the premises have been ruled unfit for human habitation and must be vacated.
The minority disagrees this bill would serve to decrease the rental housing stock in New Hampshire.
This bill provides a temporary safety net for tenants, giving them 60 days’ notice to find a new home
because the owner plans to temporarily remove the apartment from the housing market due to
minor or substantial renovation, condominium conversion, or the sale of a property. Once completed,
the apartment would return to the housing market most likely with a higher rent.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 217

BILL TITLE: relative to eviction notices.

DATE: April 14, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Sylvia Seconded by Rep. Alexander Jr. Vote: 11-10

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk
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