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January 25, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Education to which

was referred HB 1632-FN,

AN ACT relative to civil rights education in public

elementary and secondary schools. Having considered

the same, report the same with the recommendation

that the bill be REFERRED FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Alicia Lekas

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education

Bill Number: HB 1632-FN

Title: relative to civil rights education in public
elementary and secondary schools.

Date: January 25, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill adds instructional requirements for civil rights and acts of discriminatory injustice to the
course of instruction in schools concerning national and state history and government. Communities
have communicated events of history are not being covered adequately. With Black History Month
approaching, schools should take some time to discuss where this country has come from and to
further discuss where and how improvements can be made. The purpose of this Interim Study is not
to assign new instruction to teachers, but to take a look at current curricula to see if there is a way
to make sure the civil rights movement is being taught well, to include the ills of our past leading to
present day. The purpose of the bill is not to add more on the shoulders of our teachers.

Vote 10-9.

Rep. Alicia Lekas
FOR THE MAJORITY
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REGULAR CALENDAR

Education
HB 1632-FN, relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools.
MAJORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Alicia Lekas for the Majority of Education. This bill adds instructional requirements for civil
rights and acts of discriminatory injustice to the course of instruction in schools concerning national
and state history and government. Communities have communicated events of history are not being
covered adequately. With Black History Month approaching, schools should take some time to
discuss where this country has come from and to further discuss where and how improvements can
be made. The purpose of this Interim Study is not to assign new instruction to teachers, but to take
a look at current curricula to see if there is a way to make sure the civil rights movement is being
taught well, to include the ills of our past leading to present day. The purpose of the bill is not to
add more on the shoulders of our teachers. Vote 10-9.



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

January 25, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Education to which

was referred HB 1632-FN,

AN ACT relative to civil rights education in public

elementary and secondary schools. Having considered

the same, and being unable to agree with the Majority,

report with the following resolution: RESOLVED, that it

is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Linda Tanner

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Education

Bill Number: HB 1632-FN

Title: relative to civil rights education in public
elementary and secondary schools.

Date: January 25, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The minority believes that curriculum decisions are a local school district responsibility and should
not be prescribed in statute.

Rep. Linda Tanner
FOR THE MINORITY
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REGULAR CALENDAR

Education
HB 1632-FN, relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Linda Tanner for theMinority of Education. The minority believes that curriculum decisions
are a local school district responsibility and should not be prescribed in statute.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1632-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools.

DATE: January 25, 2022

LOB ROOM: 207

MOTIONS: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Moved by Rep. A. Lekas Seconded by Rep. Hobson Vote: 10-9

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Melissa Litchfield, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # /4 ~
BILL TITLE: ~4 (1 ~ JO Ci i~’i “LZ~~~A~~an
DATE:

LOB ROOM: ~ 17

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI ITL LI Retain (1st year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LM≤~erim Study 2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. Seconded by R46L k/fr) vote:/0 —

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI OTP/A LI ITL LI Retain (151 year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI OTP/A LI ITL LI Retain (151 year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI OTP/A LI ITL LI Retain (1st year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) ~f offered)

Moved by_Rep.___________________ Seconded_by_Rep._____________________ Vote:

C NSENT CALENDAR: ___YES ___NO

Minority Report? _____ Yes _____ No If yes, author, Rep: J0~/QA(yotion ~7L

Respectfully submitted ___________________________________________
Rep. Melissa Litchfield~, Clerk



OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

2022 SESSION

1/10/2022 8:57:50 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

Education

Bill #: Motion: Exec Session Date:~

Ladd, Rick M. Chairman

Members

CordejJi~Greifn Vice Chairmai
.

Litchfield, Melissa A. Clerk

Lekas, Alicia D.

Moffett, Michael

Hobson, Deborah L.

Ford, Oliver 3.

Soti, Julius F.

Nelson, Bill G.

Mylcr, McI Walz, Mary Beti

Luneau, David 3.

Cornell, Patricia

Ellison,Arthur:S.

Mullen, Sue M.

Woodcock, Stephen L.

Porter, Marjorie

A. Hall, Muriel C.

TOTAL VOTE:



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1632-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary
schools.

DATE: January 19, 2022

LOB ROOM: 207 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 9:10am

Time Adjourned: 9:42am

Committee Members: Reps. Ladd, Cordelli, Litchfield, Boehm, A. Lekas, Moffett, Hobson,
Ford, Soti, B. Nelson, Myler, Luneau, Cornell, Tanner, Ellison, Mullen, Woodcock, Hall and
Porter

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Ulery Rep. A. Lekas Rep. Wuelper
Rep. Bernardy Rep. T. Lekas Rep. Stapleton

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

** Amendment attached

*Rep. Ulery
 Sponsor of bill
 Looking to introduce the McGraw Hill program: Civil Rights: A global perspective

Rep. Moffett
 Stand alone course or embedded?
 Response: Either/or

Rep. Tanner
 How is this topic taught now in NH? How does this not conflict with the Divisive Concepts

bill?
 Response: This has nothing to do with Divisive Concepts.
 Not enough is taught in schools about being individuals.

Rep. Cornell
 Is he proposing this particular (Dr. Daniels) course material?
 Response: There are other curriculums as long as these materials are covered.

Rep. Luneau
 Would this apply to non-public schools?
 Response: No, just public and charter

*Megan Tuttle - NEA NH
 Opposes bill
 Fear among educators about what they can and can't say.
 Also similar legislation already out there.
 Feels this is already in statute/rules in place.



Rep. Ladd
 Is the following actually being taught in classrooms - Chinese labor, genocide, holocaust, etc.
 Response: She believes in some classrooms in NH.

*Debrah Howes - AFT-NH
 Teaches Union in NH, opposes the bill
 Feels this mandate may short change other history lessons.

Alma Elhurni
 Opposed the bill
 Why do we feel the need to project a perfect America - Why do we need to showcase the faults

of others?
 Our atrocities have nothing to do with those of other governments.

*Frank Knaack - ACLU- NH
 In opposition of bill
 Feels this legislation will bring us in the wrong direction.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Melissa Litchfield, Clerk
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House Remote Testify

Education Committee Testify List for Bill HB1632 on 2022-01-19

Support: 16    Oppose: 33    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0


  Export to Excel 


Name
City, State

Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Hegfield, Laura Amherst, NH
laurahegfield@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/11/2022 5:15 PM

Culliton, Penny Temple, NH
pculliton@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/11/2022 6:14 PM

Hodgkins, Russell Amherst, NH
hodgkins_russ@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/14/2022 2:39 PM

Lacasse, Nancy Hampton, NH
nandialac23@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/15/2022 9:10 AM

Hamer, Gary Manchester, NH
ghamer@mansd.org

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/16/2022 2:23 PM

Sullivan, Alexandra Merrimack, NH
Alexmarysullivan@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2022 8:55 PM

Fenner-Lukaitis,
Elizabeth

Warner, NH
glukaitis@mcttelecom.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 6:15 AM

Bates, David Warner, NH
dbates3@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 9:50 AM

O’Neill, Nan Salisbury, NH
Raptorko@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 11:35 AM

Davis, Johnna Gilford, NH
jdavis@metrocast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 2:03 PM

Wilson, Becky Concord, NH
bwilson@nhsba.org

A Lobbyist New Hampshire School Boards
Association

Oppose No No 1/17/2022 4:22 PM

Rhoades, Chuck Dover, NH
chuckrhoades@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 8:11 PM

Walsh, Lynne Melvin Village, NH
lynnewalsh14@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 7:48 AM
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Comeau, Alex Nashua, NH
info@comeau4nashua.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 8:06 AM

O'Neill, Kevin Salisbury, NH
raptornan@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 9:20 AM

Cecchetti, Lynda Strafford, NH
lcecc92017@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 10:30 AM

Burnap, Linda Wolfeboro, NH
54able@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 10:39 AM

Colquhoun, Laura Nashua, NH
lauracolquhoun2@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 10:41 AM

Moyer, James Epsom, NH
jimbo42nut1@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 10:47 AM

Erickson, Amy Wolfeboro, NH
ableacres@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 11:04 AM

Bergevin, Leslie Loudon, NH
Leslie.bergevin@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 11:11 AM

anderson, melissa Meredith, NH
skirak89@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 1:37 PM

Keeler, Margaret New London, NH
peg5keeler@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 2:00 PM

Yen, Lidia Pembroke, NH
lyen@afsc.org

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 2:08 PM

Hurley, Paula Concord, NH
graffymanor@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 2:10 PM

Alegria, Ingrid C. Temecula, NH
thatisntgr8@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 3:07 PM

Cantwell, Kara NASHUA, NH
kara.cantwell8@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 3:52 PM

Houle, Autumn Candia, NH
autumnkatherinehoule@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 4:10 PM

Zaenglein, Eric Amherst, NH
henley11@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 4:44 PM

Zaenglein, Barbara AMHERST, NH
bzaenglein@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 4:44 PM

Davis, Gregory Salem, NH
glospreys@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 5:24 PM



Sie, Diane Thornton, NH
dsiegart@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 6:05 PM

Dunham, Bonnie Merrimack, NH
Bsdunham12@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 6:50 PM

Medina-Tadeo,
Monserrat

Brunswick, GA
monserrattadeo0430@icloud.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 7:35 PM

Howes, Deb Bow, NH
president@aft-nh.org

A Lobbyist American Federation of Teachers -
NH

Oppose No No 1/18/2022 11:45 PM

Monteil, Renee Keene, NH
reneemonteil@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 4:51 AM

Foxall, Samuel Canaan, NH
samfoxall@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 5:09 AM

Brady, Daniel Concord, NH
dbinnh05@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 6:48 AM

Cook, Barbara Canterbury, NH
Bdc7@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 7:39 AM

Chretien, Suzanne Manchester, NH
suzannechretien3@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 7:58 AM

Corrow, Carisa Penacook, NH
carisacorrow@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 8:16 AM

Donnelly, Ryan Hudson, NH
rdonnelly@gsil.org

A Member of the Public Granite State Independent Living Support No No 1/19/2022 8:41 AM

Simard, Richella Concord, NH
richella.simard@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 8:44 AM

Frost, Sherry Dover, NH
s.frost@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 8:58 AM

Corby, Suzanne Manchester, NH
oas-corby@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:11 AM

Dyer, Allison Nashua, NH
Allie_scott@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 9:37 AM

Bissonnette, Gilles Concord, NH
gilles@aclu-nh.org

A Lobbyist ACLU-NH Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:54 AM

Collyer, Anne Newton, NH
anniecollyer34@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 12:38 PM

Kelley, BaoChau Hooksett, NH
chaukelley@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 12:47 PM
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“If a man hasn’t discovered something that he will die for, he isn’t fit to live.” 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Detroit, MI June 23, 1963 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
To:  Matthew Daniels, J.D., Ph.D.,  

Founder of Good of All, 
 
From:  Dr. Vern L. Howard,  
            Chairman Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Colorado Holiday Commission  
 
Date:  Monday, January 24, 2022 
 
RE:      McGraw Hill Education Curricula Legislation 
 
 
Dear Matt, 
 
With renewed dedication, excitement, enthusiasm, and extraordinary events, the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Colorado Holiday Commission supported and approved Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. 
Nonviolent Social Justice Curriculum. To be taught to a new generation of students. This 
curriculum provided by McGraw-Hill Education will be a tool in the mines of the leaders of our 
nation of tomorrow.   
 
The time has come and gone that our nation and even the world embodies the words and the work 
of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Dr. King was a man of peace and known as the 
conscience of America. 
 
Dr. King dedicated his life teaching nonviolent social protest, even writing six principles of 
nonviolence. Moreover, Dr. King lived by these principles daily. Through his actions, legislation 
for all American people, especially those of color. 
When reviewing events of our nation that's taking place from on March 7 of 1965 where fourteen 
people were killed a day known as "Bloody Sunday." Most recently, the George Floyd murder, we 
have found that the nation needs a lesson in social protesting in a nonviolent way. 
 
Therefore, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Colorado Holiday Commission, embraced the curriculum; 
with many of our federal, state, and local legislators.  
 
The time has come to legislate and implement this curriculum to be taught in Elementary, Middle, 
and High school and at the college level. 
 
Very respectfully 
 

 
Dr. Vern L. Howard, Chairman 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Colorado Holiday Commission 
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Statement by Gilles Bissonnette, ACLU-NH Legal Director 
House Education Committee 

ACLU-NH Opposition to House Bill 1632 
Hearing: January 19, 2022 

 
I submit this testimony on behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union of New Hampshire (“ACLU-NH”), a non-partisan, 
non-profit organization working to protect civil liberties for over 50 years.  We respectfully urge the Committee to vote 
HB1632 inexpedient to legislate, as this bill is unnecessary, contravenes local control, and diminishes the unique 
experiences of—and discrimination felt by—those of color in the United States. 
 
The ACLU-NH opposes HB1632 for three reasons.   
 
First, the bill is unnecessary.  New Hampshire Education Rules already require social studies instruction on American and 
world affairs under Ed 306.46(c), which states: 
 

Pursuant to Ed 306.27, the local school board shall require that a social studies program in each high school 
provides: 
(1)  Opportunities for students to acquire knowledge and modes of inquiry in the areas of civics, economics, 
geography, world history, and United States and New Hampshire history in a program consistent with RSA 
193-C:3, III, including the related areas of sociology, anthropology, and psychology; 
(2) Opportunities for students to acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for effective participation 
in the life of the community, the state, the nation, and the world; 
(3)  Pursuant to RSA 186:13, opportunities to practice citizenship in the school and community; 
(4)  Courses totaling at least 5 credits in social studies comprised of offerings in each of the following areas: 
a.  At least one credit in national and state history pursuant to RSA 189:11; 
b.  At least one credit in world history or global studies; 
c.  At least one credit in geography; 
d.  At least ½ credit in United States and New Hampshire government/civics; 
e.  At least ½ credit in economics; and 
f.  At least one credit, which may be interdisciplinary or integrated, to be chosen from the areas of geography, 
economics, world history, civics/government, state or national history or both, or behavioral studies; and 
(5)  Systematic instruction and activities designed to enable students to acquire the skills of critical thinking, 
effective decision making, and human relations. 

 
Furthermore, RSA 189:11(I) already requires that “[a] school district shall develop and offer the United States and New 
Hampshire government/civics course and at a minimum, the course shall include instruction in the following areas: … (j) 
How intolerance, bigotry, antisemitism, and national, ethnic, racial, or religious hatred and discrimination have 
evolved in the past, and can evolve, into genocide and mass violence, such as the Holocaust, and how to prevent the 
evolution of such practices.”  Many of these principles in this bill are already taught in schools under these Educational 
Rules and RSA 189:11.   
 
Second, this bill undermines the principle that the specifics of how to teach these concepts should be best left to individual 
districts and their citizens, as it is these local districts that know best the needs of their communities.  See RSA 193-E:1, II 
(“…. In this system, the state establishes minimum standards for public school approval and academic standards for 
inclusion and delivery of educational services at the local level. School districts then have responsibility and flexibility 
in implementing diverse educational approaches to instruction and curriculum tailored to meet student needs.”). 
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Third and finally, this bill has the effect of diminishing the unique experiences of those of color in the United States and 
the discrimination they have historically faced.  The bill does this by commanding that these unique American historical 
experiences should effectively be taught along with “an additional unit of instruction studying other acts of discriminatory 
injustice, such as genocide, elsewhere around the globe.”  In other words, the bill deflects from the unique discrimination 
people in the United States have faced by suggesting that such discrimination was common internationally.  No one is 
suggesting that international genocide or the Holocaust should not be taught—they already are—but they need not be 
required to be taught together with American civil rights history in a way that specifically minimizes the experiences of 
Americans of color.  In other words, students in New Hampshire should be taught their true history, not a history that 
dilutes the true story of American racism. 
 
For these reasons, the ACLU-NH opposes HB1632. 
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From: Ann Marie Banfield
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 10:41:35 AM
To: ~House Education Committee
Subject: VOTE ITL on HB1632
Importance: Normal

My name is Ann Marie Banfield and I am a parental rights advocate in New
Hampshire with a focus on academic excellence in our public schools. I am
submitting written testimony in opposition of HB1632-FN. HB1632-FN would
add instructional requirements for civil rights and acts of discriminatory
injustice to the course of instruction in schools concerning national and state
history and government.

Like HB1144, I do not oppose this subject taught in Social Studies, but I believe
this subject should be included as academic standards in Social Studies. These
topics are certainly worthy of addressing in the classroom, but the proper
avenue is through state standards. Once the social studies standards are
released in draft form, it is then when the public can make suggested changes if
needed.

For those reasons, I urge you to vote ITL on HB 1632-FN.

Ann Marie Banfield
North Hampton, NH

mailto:banfieldannmarie@gmail.com
mailto:HouseEducationCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
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From: James Moyer
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2022 10:55:53 AM
To: ~House Education Committee
Subject: NH House Remote Testify: 9:00 am - HB1632 in House Education
Importance: Normal

S entfrom M ailforW indow s
HB 1632-FN

Icom m endeffortstoencourageeducationoncivilrights,especially inthesetim esw heretheN H
legislaturehasbeenactinginoppositiontosuchm easures,forexam plew iththedivisiveconcepts
legislation.How ever,thisbill(HB 1632-FN )isdeeply flaw edandm ustberadically am endedtoserveits
purportedpurpose.
T hem ostcrucialflaw istheexpresslim itationofinstructiononthecivilrightsm ovem enttotheperiod
1954 to1968.T hestrugglecontinues,racism didnotendin1968,andcontinuedeffortsareneededto
developcivilrightsprotection.N um erousS uprem eCourtcasessince1968haveadvancedcivilrights,
banningdiscrim inatory law sandpoliciesdirectedagainstAfricanAm ericans,w om en,andL GBT Q people.
T hespecificationof1954-1968createsthefalseim pressionthatthecivilrightsstrugglesendedin1968.
T hisisthefalsenarrativepushedby therightinthe1776 P roject,initiatedby theform erpresidentand
publishedashew asleavingoffice.
Isuggestchangingthelanguagetoread“ … studyingtheeventsofthecivilrightsm ovem entfrom 1954 to
1968andtheongoingeffortsthroughthepresenttoprotectandextendcivilrights.”
Icom m endtheinclusionofexam plesofdiscrim inationandcivilrightsviolationsinothercountriesfor
instruction,aslistedlaterinthebill.W hy aresim ilarexam plesinAm ericanhistory notlistedasw ell? For
exam pletheforcedrem ovalofJapaneseinW W 2,theforcedrem ovalofN ativeAm ericans,the
destructionofaschoolhereinN ew Ham pshirethatdarededucateAfricanAm ericans,law stargeting
hom osexuals,etc. Iask,w hy areonly internationalexam plesgiveniftheintentistodem onstrate“ the
com m itm entofthefreepeoplesofthestatetorejectbigotry… andtoactinoppositiontoinjustice
w hereveritm ay occur” ? Ialsoask,w herew astheoppositionby thepeopleofN ew Ham pshireinany of
theinternationalm atterslistedthere?
T heansw erisclear. T hisispartofanongoingefforttodistractandjustify failurestopursueequal
treatm enthereby notingthatsim ilarabuseexistedelsew here.Asparentsw erejectany claim by our
childrenthatbullyingby othersjustifiesbullyingby ourow nchild.Abuseofcivilrightselsew heredoesnot
exonerateabuseshere.
Isupportfair-m indedbillsprom otingeducationoncivilrights.T hisisnotsuchabill.
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Archived: Thursday, January 20, 2022 11:40:07 AM
From: Rep ULERY
Sent: Monday, January 17, 2022 3:58:30 PM
To: ~House Education Committee
Subject: HB 1632 actual course layout
Importance: Normal

https://www.mheducation.com/prek-12/explore/online-samples/social-studies/civil-rights.html

The link above is one of the now three major publishers who are offering an MLK based race
relations course for 9-12grades. You can get an example for yourselves merely by asking.
Thank you for your consideration.

Jordan Ulery
Hudson & Pelham
Seated on Ways & Means
Member Hillsborough County Executive Board
POB 15
Hudson, NH 03051-0015

mailto:repulery@comcast.net
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Archived: Friday, January 28, 2022 8:53:53 AM
From: Kyleigh Rousseau
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 6:39:00 AM
To: ~House Education Committee
Subject: Proposed Legislative Bills
Importance: Normal

___________________________________
Hello House of Education Committee,

I hope this email finds you all well and I want to thank you for all you do within our state to support young
learners.

I am writing to you to ask for you to reject the following bills.

1. HB 1255 - Teacher Loyalty Bill
2. HB 1632
3. HB 1015
4. HB 1434
5. HB 1147
6. HB 1603

As a public school educator within the state, I feel as if it is my responsibility to stand up for New
Hampshire children’s rights and ask for you to reject the bills outlined in this email. We need to ensure that
New Hampshire’s children receive a high quality educational experience. Through the proposed bills we
will sadly be limiting children’s learning opportunities from early childhood until secondary education.

Please support New Hampshire’s children and educators. If you have any questions please feel free to
send me a message. I am more than happy to chat further. I hope you all have a wonderful day!

Sincerely,
Kyleigh P. Rousseau

mailto:kyleighpharris@gmail.com
mailto:HouseEducationCommittee@leg.state.nh.us


This bill is part of a continuing effort to undermine and lower the standards for 
education of students in New Hampshire. This especially puts them on a lower rung of
achievement when compared to students in other parts of New England and the United 
States.



 

Testimony on HB1632 
From Debrah Howes, President AFT-NH 
 
To the NH House Education Committee 
 
Dear Chairman Ladd and Members of the Committee,  
 
My name is Debrah Howes. I am the president of the American Federation of Teachers – NH. 
AFT-NH represents 3,500 teachers, paraeducators and school support staff, public service 
employees and higher education staff across New Hampshire. 
 
I write to you in opposition to HB 1632 – not because we are opposed to the teaching about the 
Civil Rights Era, but because we are opposed to the packaging and teaching of the Civil Rights 
Era out of its proper context in the full sweep of United States history. AFT-NH firmly believes 
in providing all students a robust, engaging and factual US history education so they can 
understand how our nation was formed and the changes it has undergone through the years, up to 
and including the present time.  
 
This proposed unit of study needs a lot of background knowledge for students to fully grasp the 
significance of the Civil Rights Era to our nation. For example: 

• Students must first comprehend the evils of the trans-Atlantic slave trade and slavery 
as it existed in the United States.  

• Students need to see how the tactics of the Abolitionists, Suffragists and the Labor 
movement as well as the strength of community within black churches helped shape 
the individuals and organizations that made up the Civil Rights movement.  

• Students need to understand that free black men gained the right to vote, be educated 
and own property in Reconstruction of the 1870s. Then those rights were taken away 
or severely curtailed through poll taxes, literacy tests, segregation laws and peonage 
starting in the 1890s. 

• Students need to understand the experience of segregation in the Jim Crow era, the 
vigilante action of lynchings and the violent outbreaks at places such Wilmington, 
NC in 1898, Elaine, AR in 1919 and Tulsa OK in 1921. 

This is some of the background students need to put the Civil Rights Era in context of United 
States history. It is necessary so they can understand what it was that the individuals and 
organizations of the Civil Rights movement were seeking to overcome, comprehend their 
successes and their failures and realize what yet remains undone. As part of a robust, well-
rounded curriculum in US History, students would encounter these concepts before they studied 
the Civil Rights Era. If a stand-alone law requiring teaching of the Civil Rights Era passes, some 
of these building blocks may be shortchanged in the rush to fit everything in and still get to the 
new, and mandated by state law, teaching on Civil Rights.  
 
The appropriate place for this proposal is at the NH Department of Education through inclusion 
in a revised NH State Standards or Frameworks for Social Studies. That way we can be sure that 
the Civil Rights Era is taught in a way that respects the need for all the necessary prerequisite 
learning for a full and robust understanding of the ideas. We can be sure that the intended 
enduring understanding of the unit, that hatred based on an immutable characteristic produces 



 

profound injustice and should be worked against, does not get diluted because students are 
unprepared. The NH State Framework on Social Studies was last updated in 2006, and by law is 
supposed to be updated every 10 years. While the update is overdue, it is my understanding that 
the process is underway. AFT-NH urges you to vote ITL on this bill and work with the NH DOE 
to get this unit included in a cohesive framework that ties together all the necessary elements of a 
robust social studies education. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Debrah Howes 
 
 
President AFT-NH  



I was a public school teacher in NH for 14 years and am a NH certified curriculum administrator.
Since 2016 through my assessment consulting work I've worked with thousands of NH educators from
every county in the state representing about fifty percent of SAUs. This proposed bill clearly
demonstrates that there's a misunderstanding of what's happening in our schools, legislation that is
already enacted and it omits what's estimated to be the largest genocide on Earth, that of
Indigeneous People's of the Americas which started with the arrival of Christopher Columbus and
continued in North America through actions of presidents such as Andrew Jackson and Abraham
Lincoln.

In high school, students in NH take World History which covers all types of atrocities and
advancements that have occurred around the world throughout time. A curriculum audit of our state
would tell you this. Introducing a few very specific instances of atrocity in world history that "shall be"
taught forces some teachers to rewrite whole units and find or develop new resources that get to the
point this bill seems to want to make. The overarching idea that throughout history humans have been
pretty horrible to each other based on identity is certainly addressed in our schools.

In 2020, Governor Sununu signed a bill into law requiring schools to study the Holocaust and
genocide prevention. That we're even talking about this today fascinates me because of the overlap.
This is redundant.

Finally, if you do choose to advance this bill I urge you to also include the genocide of Indigineous
Peoples of the Americas which of all the genocides in recorded history is rarely addressed as such in
our NH schools even though it lasted so long and descendants of the survivors of this genocide are
still impacted by its effects.

Thank you,
Carisa Corrow
Penacook, NH
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Statement by Gilles Bissonnette, ACLU-NH Legal Director 
House Education Committee 

ACLU-NH Opposition to House Bill 1632 
Hearing: January 19, 2022 

 
I submit this testimony on behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union of New Hampshire (“ACLU-NH”), a non-partisan, 
non-profit organization working to protect civil liberties for over 50 years.  We respectfully urge the Committee to vote 
HB1632 inexpedient to legislate, as this bill is unnecessary, contravenes local control, and diminishes the unique 
experiences of—and discrimination felt by—those of color in the United States. 
 
The ACLU-NH opposes HB1632 for three reasons.   
 
First, the bill is unnecessary.  New Hampshire Education Rules already require social studies instruction on American and 
world affairs under Ed 306.46(c), which states: 
 

Pursuant to Ed 306.27, the local school board shall require that a social studies program in each high school 
provides: 
(1)  Opportunities for students to acquire knowledge and modes of inquiry in the areas of civics, economics, 
geography, world history, and United States and New Hampshire history in a program consistent with RSA 
193-C:3, III, including the related areas of sociology, anthropology, and psychology; 
(2) Opportunities for students to acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for effective participation 
in the life of the community, the state, the nation, and the world; 
(3)  Pursuant to RSA 186:13, opportunities to practice citizenship in the school and community; 
(4)  Courses totaling at least 5 credits in social studies comprised of offerings in each of the following areas: 
a.  At least one credit in national and state history pursuant to RSA 189:11; 
b.  At least one credit in world history or global studies; 
c.  At least one credit in geography; 
d.  At least ½ credit in United States and New Hampshire government/civics; 
e.  At least ½ credit in economics; and 
f.  At least one credit, which may be interdisciplinary or integrated, to be chosen from the areas of geography, 
economics, world history, civics/government, state or national history or both, or behavioral studies; and 
(5)  Systematic instruction and activities designed to enable students to acquire the skills of critical thinking, 
effective decision making, and human relations. 

 
Furthermore, RSA 189:11(I) already requires that “[a] school district shall develop and offer the United States and New 
Hampshire government/civics course and at a minimum, the course shall include instruction in the following areas: … (j) 
How intolerance, bigotry, antisemitism, and national, ethnic, racial, or religious hatred and discrimination have 
evolved in the past, and can evolve, into genocide and mass violence, such as the Holocaust, and how to prevent the 
evolution of such practices.”  Many of these principles in this bill are already taught in schools under these Educational 
Rules and RSA 189:11.   
 
Second, this bill undermines the principle that the specifics of how to teach these concepts should be best left to individual 
districts and their citizens, as it is these local districts that know best the needs of their communities.  See RSA 193-E:1, II 
(“…. In this system, the state establishes minimum standards for public school approval and academic standards for 
inclusion and delivery of educational services at the local level. School districts then have responsibility and flexibility 
in implementing diverse educational approaches to instruction and curriculum tailored to meet student needs.”). 
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Third and finally, this bill has the effect of diminishing the unique experiences of those of color in the United States and 
the discrimination they have historically faced.  The bill does this by commanding that these unique American historical 
experiences should effectively be taught along with “an additional unit of instruction studying other acts of discriminatory 
injustice, such as genocide, elsewhere around the globe.”  In other words, the bill deflects from the unique discrimination 
people in the United States have faced by suggesting that such discrimination was common internationally.  No one is 
suggesting that international genocide or the Holocaust should not be taught—they already are—but they need not be 
required to be taught together with American civil rights history in a way that specifically minimizes the experiences of 
Americans of color.  In other words, students in New Hampshire should be taught their true history, not a history that 
dilutes the true story of American racism. 
 
For these reasons, the ACLU-NH opposes HB1632. 



































HB 1632-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION
22-2344
10/04

HOUSE BILL 1632-FN

AN ACT relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools.

SPONSORS: Rep. Ulery, Hills. 37; Rep. A. Lekas, Hills. 37; Rep. Wuelper, Straf. 3; Rep.
Bernardy, Rock. 16; Rep. T. Lekas, Hills. 37; Rep. Stapleton, Sull. 5

COMMITTEE: Education

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill adds instructional requirements for civil rights and acts of discriminatory injustice to
the course of instruction in schools concerning national and state history and government.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 1632-FN - AS INTRODUCED
22-2344
10/04

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two

AN ACT relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Paragraph; Instruction in National and State History and Government; Civil Rights

Study. Amend RSA 189:11, I by inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraph:

III. The course of instruction required under subparagraph I(j) shall include studying the

events of the civil rights movement from 1954 to 1968. This period in American history is known as

the civil rights era because during this period reform-minded Americans organized to press for a

rejection of the doctrine of “separate but equal” and to reform Jim Crow-era laws in the United

States. One of the universal lessons of the civil rights era is that hatred on the basis of immutable

characteristics, not just race or ethnicity, but also such characteristics such as nationality, religious

belief, disability, or sex, can overtake any nation or society, leading to profound injustice. To

reinforce that lesson, such curriculum shall include an additional unit of instruction studying other

acts of discriminatory injustice, such as genocide, elsewhere around the globe. This unit shall

include, but not be limited to, the Armenian genocide, the Holocaust, Chinese coolie labor in Cuba,

the Uighurs in China, the Rohingya of Burma, and others. The studying of this material is a

reaffirmation of the commitment of the free peoples of this state to reject bigotry, to champion equal

protection under the law as a foundational principle of our republic, and to act in opposition to

injustice wherever it may occur. The state board shall make available to all school boards

instructional materials that may be used as guidelines for development of a unit of instruction under

this paragraph. The instructional materials shall be subject to public disclosure under RSA 91-A.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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HB 1632-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ X ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0 $27,250 $27,250 $28,250

Funding Source: [ X ] General [ ] Education [ ] Highway [ ] Other

LOCAL:

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

METHODOLOGY:

This bill adds specific content be included in the instruction in national and state history and

government requirements in schools, requires the State Board of Education make available to

all school boards instructional materials that may be used to develop such unit of instruction,

and requires all instructional materials be subject to public disclosure under RSA 91-A. The

Department of Education would be charged with supporting the State Board of Education in

disseminating instructional materials and potentially developing such materials. The

Department estimates executing these new responsibilities would require 25% of the time of an

education consultant position (labor grade 27), with a total estimated salary, benefit, and other

costs of $27,250 in FY 2023, $27,250 in FY 2024, and $28,250 in FY 2025, assuming a start date

of July 1, 2022. Additionally, local school districts may need to purchase curriculum and

materials, and hire additional administrative and instructional staff to train educators and

teach required material, which would likely increase expenditures in FY 2023 and each year

thereafter by an indeterminable amount.

This bill does not provide an appropriation or authorization for a position.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Education
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