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REGULAR CALENDAR

March 7, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Commerce and

Consumer Affairs to which was referred HB 1583-FN,

AN ACT relative to locations and days of operation of

state liquor stores. Having considered the same, report

the same with the following amendment, and the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. John Hunt

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Commerce and Consumer Affairs

Bill Number: HB 1583-FN

Title: relative to locations and days of operation of
state liquor stores.

Date: March 7, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-0838h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

As introduced, this bill changes the regulation on places of operation of state liquor stores and allows
state liquor stores to be open on Easter.  The committee amendment replaces the original bill and removes
references to any one holiday. The current law allows the Liquor Commission to open on holidays with the
agreement from the state employees already, so removing actual days from the statutes seems more appropriate.

Vote 17-1.

Rep. John Hunt
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Commerce and Consumer Affairs
HB 1583-FN, relative to locations and days of operation of state liquor stores. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. John Hunt for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. As introduced, this bill
changes the regulation on places of operation of state liquor stores and allows state liquor stores to
be open on Easter.  The committee amendment replaces the original bill and removes references to any one
holiday. The current law allows the Liquor Commission to open on holidays with the agreement from the state
employees already, so removing actual days from the statutes seems more appropriate. Vote 17-1.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

March 7, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Commerce and

Consumer Affairs to which was referred HB 1583-FN,

AN ACT relative to locations and days of operation of

state liquor stores. Having considered the same, and

being unable to agree with the Majority, report with the

following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Max Abramson

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Commerce and Consumer Affairs

Bill Number: HB 1583-FN

Title: relative to locations and days of operation of
state liquor stores.

Date: March 7, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

As introduced, the bill proposed to allow a liquor store to be opened within 200 feet of a "church,
chapel, or parish house," but said nothing about temples, mosques, nor synagogues.  As amended,
the bill would allow New Hampshire State Liquor & Wine Outlets to open "at any time" on
Thanksgiving, Easter Sunday, or even Christmas, hallowed days for families from across the country
return home to enjoy a quiet day of thanks, prayer, and reflection.  The committee was then
informed that liquor store managers aren't able to find people willing to work on Easter Sunday,
Thanksgiving, or Christmas, anyway, and that it would probably cost more to open a store than to
meet the almost non-existent demand for Easter Sunday sales when churches, chapels, and parish
houses are full.  The Ten Commandments tell us to "[h]onor the Sabbath and keep it holy." The
NHGOP Platform offers that "[w]e believe that traditional families are the foundation of strong
communities, and that family life best nurtures love of country, faith in God, morality and concern
for others." An improbable and negligible amount of state revenue did not seem reason enough to
open up liquor stores on the holiest of days, nor to disturb the quiet enjoyment of families who might
not see each other the more hectic 362 days a year.  The minority therefore felt that the holidays
used to commemorate the birth of our country, the birth of our Savior, and the holiest and most
hopeful of all days should not be given up for the expediency of alcoholics who fail to plan ahead or
want to get liquored up right before the mayhem of Black Friday, yet turn their nose up at
those beer and wine sellers in the private sector who already cater to this negligible demand.

Rep. Max Abramson
FOR THE MINORITY
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Commerce and Consumer Affairs
HB 1583-FN, relative to locations and days of operation of state liquor stores. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Max Abramson for theMinority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. As introduced, the bill
proposed to allow a liquor store to be opened within 200 feet of a "church, chapel, or parish house,"
but said nothing about temples, mosques, nor synagogues.  As amended, the bill would allow New
Hampshire State Liquor & Wine Outlets to open "at any time" on Thanksgiving, Easter Sunday, or
even Christmas, hallowed days for families from across the country return home to enjoy a quiet day
of thanks, prayer, and reflection.  The committee was then informed that liquor store
managers aren't able to find people willing to work on Easter Sunday, Thanksgiving, or Christmas,
anyway, and that it would probably cost more to open a store than to meet the almost non-existent
demand for Easter Sunday sales when churches, chapels, and parish houses are full.  The Ten
Commandments tell us to "[h]onor the Sabbath and keep it holy." The NHGOP Platform offers that
"[w]e believe that traditional families are the foundation of strong communities, and that family life
best nurtures love of country, faith in God, morality and concern for others." An improbable and
negligible amount of state revenue did not seem reason enough to open up liquor stores on the
holiest of days, nor to disturb the quiet enjoyment of families who might not see each other the more
hectic 362 days a year.  The minority therefore felt that the holidays used to commemorate the birth
of our country, the birth of our Savior, and the holiest and most hopeful of all days should not be
given up for the expediency of alcoholics who fail to plan ahead or want to get liquored up right
before the mayhem of Black Friday, yet turn their nose up at those beer and wine sellers in the
private sector who already cater to this negligible demand.







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1583-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to locations and days of operation of state liquor stores.

DATE: March 3, 2022

LOB ROOM: 302-304

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Hunt Seconded by Rep. Potucek AM Vote: 17-1

Amendment # 2022-0838h

Moved by Rep. Hunt Seconded by Rep. Potucek Vote: 17-1

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Keith Ammon, Clerk

















House Remote Testify

Commerce and Consumer Affairs Committee Testify List for Bill HB1583 on 2022-01-27 
Support: 1    Oppose: 2    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

ploszaj, tom Center Harbor, NH
tom.ploszaj@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 2:26 PM

Peternel, Catherine Wolfeboro, NH
katypeternel@pm.me

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/23/2022 8:49 AM

Anastasia, Patti LONDONDERRY, NH
patti.anastasia@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 2:56 PM
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