
Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

CONSENT CALENDAR

March 9, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Ways and Means to which was

referred HB 1565-FN,

AN ACT relative to the opioid abatement trust fund.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

recommendation that the bill be REFERRED FOR

INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Patrick Abrami

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

Several years ago, an Opioid Abatement Trust Fund was established to deal with the anticipation
that the many lawsuits that were being filed against drug companies and other parties would be
settled. These settlement funds would go into this trust fund. At that time, the New Hampshire
Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission was established as the body to be responsible for allocating
85% of the settlement funds. The other 15% of the settlement funds would go to the ten counties and
13 specific cities and towns who had filed opioid lawsuits before September 1, 2019. This bill does
one major thing. It changes the 85% to 60% and the 15% to 40%. Many on the committee felt that
the counties should receive more, and the 13 original cities and towns should not benefit in this way
to what can become up to ten settlements. In addition, there were some on the committee who
wanted to let this program get off the ground as originally outlined in statute before the legislature
starts to tamper with statute that was a very delicate compromise.

Committee: Ways and Means

Bill Number: HB 1565-FN

Title: relative to the opioid abatement trust fund.

Date: March 9, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Vote 21-0.

Rep. Patrick Abrami
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Ways and Means
HB 1565-FN, relative to the opioid abatement trust fund. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Patrick Abrami for Ways and Means. Several years ago, an Opioid Abatement Trust Fund was
established to deal with the anticipation that the many lawsuits that were being filed against drug
companies and other parties would be settled. These settlement funds would go into this trust fund.
At that time, the New Hampshire Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission was established as the
body to be responsible for allocating 85% of the settlement funds. The other 15% of the settlement
funds would go to the ten counties and 13 specific cities and towns who had filed opioid lawsuits
before September 1, 2019. This bill does one major thing. It changes the 85% to 60% and the 15% to
40%. Many on the committee felt that the counties should receive more, and the 13 original cities
and towns should not benefit in this way to what can become up to ten settlements. In addition,
there were some on the committee who wanted to let this program get off the ground as originally
outlined in statute before the legislature starts to tamper with statute that was a very delicate
compromise. Vote 21-0.

CONSENT CALENDAR



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

September 20, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Ways and Means to which was

referred HB 1565-FN,

AN ACT relative to the opioid abatement trust fund.

Having considered the same, report the same: NOT

RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.

Rep. Patrick Abrami

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The committee voted unanimously that this bill not be considered for future action. The rules for the
distribution of opioid settlement money were just finalized. The committee felt that it was too soon
to revise the distribution formula for the opioid abatement trust fund. Time is needed to see how the
recently approved formula is working.

Committee: Ways and Means

Bill Number: HB 1565-FN

Title: relative to the opioid abatement trust fund.

Date: September 20, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE
LEGISLATION

Vote 16-0.

Rep. Patrick Abrami
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Ways and Means
HB 1565-FN, relative to the opioid abatement trust fund.NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE
LEGISLATION .
Rep. Patrick Abrami for Ways and Means. The committee voted unanimously that this bill not be
considered for future action. The rules for the distribution of opioid settlement money were just
finalized. The committee felt that it was too soon to revise the distribution formula for the opioid
abatement trust fund. Time is needed to see how the recently approved formula is working. Vote
16-0.

REGULAR CALENDAR



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1565-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the opioid abatement trust fund.

DATE: September 20, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTION:

Interim Study (2nd yr) Not Recommended for Future Legislation

Moved by Rep. Abrami Seconded by Rep. Almy Vote: 16-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Alan Bershtein, Clerk

















House Remote Testify

Ways and Means Committee Testify List for Bill HB1565 on 2022-01-11 
Support: 7    Oppose: 0    Neutral: 1    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Dragon, Elizabeth Keene, NH
edragon@keenenh.gov

An Elected Official City of Keene Support No No 1/5/2022 3:59 PM

Ferland, Derek Sullivan County, NH
manager@sullivancountynh.gov

An Elected Official Sullivan County Board of
Commissioners

Support No No 1/10/2022 8:41 AM

Schapiro, Joe Keene, NH
joe.schapiro@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Cheshire 16, Keene Support No No 1/10/2022 1:53 PM

Mascio, Lissa Concord (DOC HQ), NH
LISSA.D.MASCIO@DOC.NH.GOV

State Agency Staff Department of Corrections Neutral No No 1/10/2022 3:24 PM

Drabik, Lisa Londonderry, NH
ldrabik@londonderrynh.org

A Member of the Public Town of Londonderry Support No No 1/10/2022 5:02 PM

Coates, Christopher Cheshire County, NH
ccoates@co.cheshire.nh.us

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 9:33 AM

Fenton, Donovan Keene, NH
donovanfenton@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 9:40 AM

Milner, Judie Franklin, NH
citymgr@franklinnh.org

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 1:55 PM
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Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:01:14 AM
From: Judy Aron
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 11:29:46 AM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Derek Ferland
Subject: Additional information for HB 1565 - Opioid abatement trust fund bill
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
HB 1565 Opioid Trust Bill Analysis.xlsx ;

DearW aysandM eanscom m ittee,

T hankyou forhearingtestim ony onthisbillon1-11-22.
Iam attachingsom eadditionalinform ationforyou.
AttachedisanX CEL spreadsheetthatshow sthepoliticalsubdivisionsthattookpartintheinitial
litigationand thedistributionofthesettlem entfrom M cKinsey. T hespreadsheetalsoshow s
w hatthepopulationnum bersare(basedon2010 census)and thepercentagestototalN H
population. T here'salsoacolum nshow ingthepopulationpenalty currently inplay inpresent
statute. T hespreadsheetalsoshow sw hattheallocationam ountstoeachsubdivisionw ouldbe
w iththeenactm entofthisbillw hichw ould endthepopulationpenalty andusea40 percent
allocationam ount. Asyou canseeintheexam ple,therew ouldstillhavebeenahealthy balance
inthefund tobeallocatedtootherm unicipalitiesinthestate(thatdidnotjoinintheinitial
litigation)forfuturegrantrequests. M orem oney w ouldhavebeengivenouttothepolitical
subdivisionstobeusedim m ediately foropioidabatem entprogram sinsteadofsittinginthefund
now doingnothing.
Iam happy toansw erany questionsaboutthisspreadsheet. Itw asactually com posedby Derek
Ferland,S ullivanCounty M anager.

Additionally Ipropose this chang e to the bill(HB1565):
Currently theproposedbillstates:
1 O pioidAbatem entT rustFund. R S A 126-A:83,IIisrepealedandreenacted toreadasfollow s:
II. P riortoany depositintheconsum erescrow accountortheopioidabatem enttrustfund,the
treasurershalldistributefundstothecountiesandpoliticalsubdivisionsthatfiledlaw suits,onor
beforeS eptem ber1,2019,againstopioidm anufacturers,distributorsandotherpersons
identifiedasdefendantsinthem ulti-districtopioidlitigationpendinginthefederaldistrictcourt
forthenortherndistrictofO hioaccordingtotheform uladescribedbelow . T hisdistributionshall
occuronanannualbasis. T he distribu tion of f u nds shallbe based on the 2020 censu s
popu lation of each qu alifying cou nty and politicalsu bdivision m u ltiplied by the am ou nt of the
settlem ent m u ltiplied by an allocation factorof 40 percent.

Iproposethatam endinglanguagebem adetotheboldw ordstoclarify thecalculation:
T he distribu tion of f u nds shallbe based on the m ost recent decennialcensu s popu lation of
each qu alifying cou nty and politicalsu bdivision that joined the nationallitig ation priorto Sept
1,2019 ,according to the follow ing form u la:
T he distribu tion shallbe calcu lated by m u ltiplying the SET T LEM EN T AM O U N T by the
PO PU LAT IO N F ACT O R and the ALLO CAT IO N F ACT O R;w here the PO PU LAT IO N F ACT O R is
derived by dividing each qu alifying cou nty and m u nicipality's popu lation by the state's total
popu lation,and the ALLO CAT IO N F ACT O R is set at 40% .

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C27D777D5C7C4776AE7C0325DF506342-ARON, JUDY
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:dferland@sullivancountynh.gov

Original Analysis

		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I

										Population Percentage

				County Number		County / Municipality		2010 Census Population		HB 1565 formula:                subdivision population divided by state population

 : Derek Ferland
Compared to state's total population; treats counties same as municipalities as % of state's total population		RSA 126-A:83.II formula:   a.k.a. the "population penalty"

 : Derek Ferland:
Adjusts county population as per RSA 126-A:83

		County Population Penalty 		McKinsey Setttlement Distribution1  (actual)		McKinsey Setttlement Distribution1  (HB 1565)

		1		1		Belknap County		60,088		4.57%		2.79%		39%		$11,578.71		$50,442.10

		2		2		Carroll County		47,698		3.62%		3.62%		0%		$15,015.40		$40,041.06

		3		3		Cheshire County		77,117		5.86%		4.08%		30%		$16,907.35		$64,737.44

		4		4		Coos County		32,961		2.50%		1.74%		30%		$7,212.10		$27,669.78

		5		5		Grafton County		89,118		6.77%		6.77%		0%		$28,054.47		$74,811.92

		6		6		Hillsborough County		400,721		30.44%		15.55%		49%		$64,427.88		$336,393.40

		7		7		Merrimack County		146,445		11.13%		7.24%		35%		$29,992.07		$122,936.24

		8		8		Rockingham County		295,223		22.43%		18.08%		19%		$74,918.01		$247,830.96

		9		9		Strafford County		123,143		9.36%		4.82%		49%		$19,959.67		$103,374.90

		10		10		Sullivan County		43,742		3.32%		2.31%		31%		$9,565.87		$36,720.11

		11		1		Belmont		7,356		0.56%		0.56%				$2,315.68		$6,175.14

		12		4		Berlin		10,051		0.76%		0.76%				$3,164.07		$8,437.52

		13		10		Claremont		13,355		1.01%		1.01%				$4,204.17		$11,211.13

		14		7		Concord		42,695		3.24%		3.24%				$13,440.45		$35,841.19

		15		8		Derry		33,109		2.52%		2.52%				$10,422.76		$27,794.02

		16		9		Dover		29,987		2.28%		2.28%				$9,439.95		$25,173.20

		17		7		Franklin		8,477		0.64%		0.64%				$2,668.57		$7,116.19

		18		3		Keene		23,409		1.78%		1.78%				$7,369.19		$19,651.16

		19		1		Laconia		15,951		1.21%		1.21%				$5,021.40		$13,390.39

		20		8		Londonderry		24,129		1.83%		1.83%				$7,595.84		$20,255.58

		21		6		Manchester		109,565		8.32%		8.32%				$34,491.21		$91,976.57

		22		6		Nashua		86,494		6.57%		6.57%				$27,228.43		$72,609.15

		23		9		Rochester		29,752		2.26%		2.26%				$9,365.97		$24,975.92

				New Hampshire Total Population:				1,316,256		133.00%		100.00%		Total:		$414,359.21

 : Derek Ferland:
as per memo from AG's office dated 4 May 2021, the total distribution was shown as $414,359.18
		

 : Derek Ferland
Compared to state's total population; treats counties same as municipalities as % of state's total population		

 : Derek Ferland:
Adjusts county population as per RSA 126-A:83

						$1,469,565.06

		Opioid Abatement Trust Amount:												Total:		$2,348,035.54		$1,292,829.69



				1McKinsey Settlement:				$   2,762,394.75

		Column Notes:

		A.  Number of political subdivisions

		B.  10 Counties presented in alpha order; number next to municipality represents the county it is in.

		C.  Names of the 23 political subdivisions

		D.  2010 cenus data for explanatory purposes only; amendment will incorporate most recent census

		E.  Each subdivision's population relative to the total state population, expressed as a percentage--this is the population percentage proposed for HB 1565

		F.  Each subdivisions's population as per RSA 126-A:83.II.  Note that some county percentages are reduced; however, municipal percentages are not reduced.

		G.  The "population penalty" for each county expressed as a percentage.

		H.  The actual McKinsey settlement amounts distributed in May 2021 according to model in RSA 126-A:83. (population percent with population penalty multiplied by settlement amount multiplied by 15%).

		I.  McKinsey settlement distribution using proposed formula in HB 1565 (population percent without population penalty multiplied by settlement amount multiplied by 40%).







Icanputintheam endm entoryourcom m itteecandothat. L etm eknow w hatyou think..this
alsoincorporatesthe"lastdecennial"languageproposedinS en.R osenw ald'sbill(S B275).

T hankyou som uchforyourconsiderationand w orkw ithm eonthislegislation.

Best,

Judy Aron
N H S tateR epresentative
S ullivanCounty District7
(Acw orth,Goshen,L angdon,L em pster,W ashington)
Environm entandAgricultureCom m ittee,Vice-Chair
266 ForestR oad,S outhAcw orth,N H 03607
603-843-5908



Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:06:59 AM
From: Terence O'Rourke
Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 11:11:07 AM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Subject: City of Rochester Letter in Support of HB 1565
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
2022 3-7 City of Rochester Letter in Support of HB1565-TMO.pdf ;

M r.Chairm anandHonorableM em bers,
P leasefindattachedtothisem ailtheCity ofR ochester’sL etterinS upportofthepassageofHB 1565.
T hankyou,
T erenceO ’R ourke

T erence O 'Rou rk e
City Attorney
City of Rochester,N ew Ham pshire
31 W ak efield Street
Rochester,N H 038 67
Phone:(603)335-759 9

mailto:terence.orourke@rochesternh.net
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us



 
City of Rochester, New Hampshire 


OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
31 Wakefield Street  Rochester, NH 03867 


(603) 335-7599 
www.RochesterNH.net 


 


 
March 7, 2022 
 
 
 


VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
(HouseWaysAndMeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us) 


 
The General Court of New Hampshire 
House Ways and Means Committee 
107 North Main Street, LOB Room 202 
Concord, NH 03301 


 
Attention:  Chairman: Norman Major  


Vice Chairman: Patrick Abrami  
Clerk: Alan Bershtein  


 
RE: HB 1565 


 
Dear Honorable Members of the House Ways and Means Committee, 
 


I am writing on behalf of the City of Rochester to express support for House Bill 1565 
(“HB 1565”). Among other things, HB 1565 proposes to increase the proportion of incoming 
funds being provided to the political subdivisions like the City of Rochester that filed lawsuits 
prior to September 1, 2019, as well as update the census data used to employ the 2020 census 
results. Rochester supports both changes. 
 
 As you know, political subdivision like Rochester are on the front lines of the ongoing 
opioid crisis, addressing the many deleterious effects of the opioid crisis through the use of City-
funded police and fire resources. The City of Rochester has been particularly impacted by the 
opioid crisis, as shown in the data for hospitalizations and calls for service. In light of this, 
Rochester filed a lawsuit in September 2018 against various parties who Rochester believed are 
responsible for creating the opioid crisis, in order to seek a remedy for the impact of the opioid 
crisis on the City of Rochester and its resources. Interventions are needed immediately to address 
this crisis, and funds are needed to implement those interventions. 
 
 While local governments absorbed the largest impact of the opioid crisis, local 
governments are also the ones most equipped to be responsive to the ongoing problems. 
Rochester intends to use these funds to pay the costs associated with both preventative and 
ameliorative programs.  Frankly, Rochester knows its people and it knows what they need to 
move beyond this crisis. Moreover, with proper funding, Rochester believes it will have the 
biggest impact in curtailing future problems. Concentrating these funds with the State 







Government will only create further bureaucratic hurdles and increase lag times on providing 
necessary care. 
 


As one final comment, HB 1565’s proposal to amend the statute to use the 2020 census 
results, rather than the 2010 census results, is a prudent and positive change to the existing 
statute. The intent of the statute is to steer funds to the places in need of those funds, and in doing 
so the most recent population data should be the basis for the funding decision. Rochester’s 
population, for example, increased by almost 10% as compared to its 2010 census figures 
(29,752 in 2010 versus 32,492 in 2020). Failing to amend the statute would mean that funding is 
based on stale population data and resulting funds would be misallocated. 
 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 1565 and for your consideration of this 
letter. 


 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Terence O’Rourke 
 
Terence O’Rourke 
City Attorney 


 
cc:  Blaine Cox, City Manager (via email) 


Gary Boudreau, Police Chief (via email) 
Timothy Wilder, Rochester Fire Department Deputy Chief (via email)  







Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 8:56:01 AM
From: Scott Myers
Sent: Thursday, March 3, 2022 12:23:23 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Derek Ferland; Matthew Canfield (MCanfield@laconiapd.org); Kirk Beattie; Glenn Smith;
Eric S. Adams; Andrew Hosmer (andrew@hosmernh.com); Robert Soucy; Bruce Cheney
(sanspeur43@gmail.com); Henry Lipman (hlipman6@gmail.com); mhaynes994@gmail.com;
Nancy Brown; Robert Hamel (rob.hamel2@gmail.com); Tony
Subject: HB 1565 Opioid Abatement Trust Fund
Importance: Normal

GoodafternoonChairm anM ajorandM em bersofHouseW aysandM eans,

Iam contacting you today onbehalfofthecity ofL aconiainregardtoHB 1565 (O pioidAbatem entT rust
Fund)inregardtotheoriginallanguageofthebillandapossibleam endm entyou havebeenreview ing.

First,Iam infavorofalargerdistributionoffundstopoliticalsubdivisionsw hohavesignedonto
agreem entsw ithopioidm anufacturers. T oonly have15% distributedlocally/regionally w hile85% is
retainedby theS tateforfuturedistributiondoesnotseem tobeequitableas“ local” isw heretheboots
areonthegroundandthecom m unity im pactandexpenseassociatedw iththeopioidcrisisisbeingfelt.

AsIunderstandtheam endm enttoHB 1565 you havereview ed,itw ouldincreasetheam ountoffunds
distributedtocountiestoa30% levelbutleavethe13 m unicipalitiesw hohavesignedon,L aconia
included,ata15% level. Ihavenoissuew ithcountiesreceivinga30% share,butm unicipalitiesneedto
beonequalfootingandreceiveanequaldistribution.

S everalyearsback,asaw ay tobeginaddressingtheopioidcrisis,thecity ofL aconiacreatedaP ET P olice
O fficerpositionw ithinthedepartm ent. P ET standsforP revention,Enforcem ent& T reatm entandthe
prim ary roleofthisofficerw ithinthedepartm entw astobecom ealocalexpertandacom m unity
resourceforthosecaughtupinthecrisis.

T hisapproachhasbeenpresentedonnationalplatform sandisnow beingreplicatedasam odelforN H
m unicipalitiesthroughaseveralm illion-dollarCO S S AP Grantbeingadm inisteredthroughtheN H Attorney
General’sO ffice.CO S S AP standsforCom prehensiveO pioid,S tim ulantandS ubstanceAbuseP rogram .
L aconiaP oliceistakingthelead,throughtheAG’sO ffice,andsupportingm ultiplepoliceagenciesacross
theS tateinreplicatingourprogram andw hatw ehavedonehereinaddressingtheopioidcrisis.
P articipatingm unicipalitiesincludeBerlin,Belm ont,Clarem ont,L aconia,L ondonderry,M errim ackand
M anchester. Ifyou lookatthenam esofm unicipalitiesw hohavesignedontoagreem entsw ithopioid
settlem ents,m ostofthem arelistedabove.

BeyondourP ET program ,theCity hasinvestedtim eandresourcesattheL aconiaFireDepartm ent and
ourpersonnelw ithtrainedrecovery coachesasoftentim esourCity am bulanceandstaffareonascene
w herew ecanbepro-activew ithpatientsortheirfam ilies.

Additionally,theCity hasbeeninvolvedinthefollow ingregionalorS tatew ideefforts:

G overnor’s O pioid T ask force,Asst. F ire Chief Kirk Beattie,N ov. 2016-April2018 .

Senate Com m ittee on N arcan,D epu ty F ire Chief Shaw n Riley,2015-2017

Partners in Com m u nity W ellness,Asst. F ire Chief Kirk Beattie (now Chief Beattie)and Lt. Brian Keyes,
approxim ately 7 years – present.

mailto:SMyers@laconianh.gov
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:dferland@sullivancountynh.gov
mailto:mcanfield@laconiapd.org
mailto:LFDCHIEF@laconianh.gov
mailto:gsmith@laconianh.gov
mailto:EAdams@laconiapd.org
mailto:andrew@hosmernh.com
mailto:RSoucy@laconianh.gov
mailto:sanspeur43@gmail.com
mailto:sanspeur43@gmail.com
mailto:hlipman6@gmail.com
mailto:mhaynes994@gmail.com
mailto:NBrown@laconianh.gov
mailto:rob.hamel2@gmail.com
mailto:ynotynot@peoplepc.com


N avig ating Recovery of the Lak es Reg ion,F irefig hter/Recovery Coach Brian Keyes,2017 – present.

T heabovelistjustbeginstoscratchthesurfaceoftheCity’sinvolvem entw ithbothstaffresourcesand
localtaxdollarfundingofeffortstocom battheopioidcrisisandjustificationofw hy distributeddollars
shouldflow inagreaterpercentagetothem unicipallevel. Inyourdeliberations,pleasedonotleavethe
localsshortchangedasw earethebootsontheground,thefirstrespondersandtheonesbestpositioned
tom akeconnectionsandhopefully assistw ithbetteroutcom es.

IfIcanprovideany additionalinform ation,pleasefeelfreetoreachout.

T hankyou foryourservicetoyourcom m unitiesandtheS tate.

Best,

S cott

Scott M yers
City M anag er
City of Laconia
45 BeaconS t.East
L aconia,N H 03246
p:603.527.1270 f:603.527.1292
e:sm yers@ laconianh.gov

S ign up atinfo@laconianh.gov to receive the C ity's w eekly new sletter,L aconia L inks,by
e-m ail. 



Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:01:14 AM
From: Moniello, Patricia
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:42:14 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Wyatt, Joshua; Joyal, Michael; Breault, William; Haas, Paul
Subject: HB 1565 Support Letter
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
HB 1565 Letter to House Ways Means Committee.pdf ;

P leasefindattachedaletterfrom Attorney JoshuaW yatt,onbehalfoftheCity ofDover,inreferenceto
HB 1565. T hankyou.

Patric ia A .M oniello
Leg alA ssistanttoJosh ua W yatt,E sq.
& JenniferPerez,E sq.
C ityofD over
Offic e ofth e C ityA ttorney
288C entralA venue
D over,NH  03820
603-516-6520
p.moniello@ dover.nh .g ov

P leas e c ons id erc ons ervingou rnatu ralres ou rc es before printingthis e-mailand /orany attac hments .

This elec tronic mes s age and any attac hments may c ontain information thatis c onfid entialand /orlegally privileged in ac c ord anc e withN H
RS A 91-A and otherapplic able laws orregu lations . Itis intend ed only forthe u s e ofthe pers on and /orentity id entified as rec ipient(s )in the
mes s age. Ifyou are notan intend ed rec ipientofthis mes s age, pleas e notify the s end erimmed iately and d elete the material. D o notprint,
d eliver, d is tribu te orc opy this mes s age, and d o notd is c los e its c ontents ortake any ac tion in relianc e on the information itc ontains u nles s
au thorized to d o s o. Thankyou .

mailto:P.Moniello@dover.nh.gov
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:J.Wyatt@dover.nh.gov
mailto:M.Joyal@dover.nh.gov
mailto:W.Breault@dover.nh.gov
mailto:P.Haas@dover.nh.gov



 


Joshua M. Wyatt 


City Attorney 


J.wyatt@dover.nh.gov 


 
 


     Jennifer R. Perez 


 Deputy City Attorney 
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       January 11, 2022 


 


VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
(HouseWaysAndMeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us) 


 


The General Court of New Hampshire 


House Ways and Means Committee 


107 North Main Street, LOB Room 202 


Concord, NH  03301 


Attention:  Chairman: Norman Major 


                  Vice Chairman: Patrick Abrami 


                  Clerk: Alan Bershtein 


 


RE: HB 1565 


 


Dear Honorable Members of the House Ways and Means Committee- 


 


I am writing on behalf of the City of Dover to express support for House Bill 1565 (“HB 1565”).  


Among other things, HB 1565 proposes to increase the proportion of incoming funds being provided to the 


political subdivisions like the City of Dover that filed lawsuits prior to September 1, 2019, as well as update 


the census data used to employ the 2020 census results.  Dover supports both changes.   


 


As you know, political subdivisions like Dover are on the front lines of the ongoing opioid crisis, 


addressing the many deleterious effects of the opioid crisis through the use of City-funded police and fire 


resources.  The City of Dover has been particularly impacted by the opioid crisis, as shown in the data for 


hospitalizations and calls for service.  In light of this, Dover filed a lawsuit in April 2018 against various 


parties who Dover believed are responsible for creating the opioid crisis, in order to seek a remedy for the 


impact of the opioid crisis on the City of Dover and its resources.  Interventions are needed immediately to 


address this crisis, and funds are needed to implement those interventions.   


 


The settlement outcomes being reached to date are providing some funding, but often involve 


payments over many years, which has the effect of delaying needed funds and reducing annual payments.  


To date, after three years of pending litigation, the City has only recovered a single payment of $9,447.39 in 


May 2021.  That amount apparently represents the City’s fractional share that trickled down from a 


$2,700,000 payment to the State of New Hampshire.  It is the first installment from one settlement, other 


installments of which will be paid annually for several years.  Far more funds are needed, and could be put 


to immediate use, at the local level to help with the opioid crisis, and for that reason alone HB 1565 


represents a significant improvement on the existing legislation by guaranteeing a larger portion of opioid  
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fund recoveries are sent directly to local communities like Dover. 


 


Dover’s existing funds are currently planned to be used for Dover’s “Post Arrest Diversion 


Program”, which in general terms aims to reduce recidivism by diverting low-level offenders into a deferred 


prosecution program.  Qualifying offenders include those whose offense is related to drug addiction.  The 


diversion program requires that the offender complete a third-party assessment process that, in essence, 


provides them insight and educates the offender about the consequences of their decisions and the need to 


avoid drug dependency.  Additional opioid funds from the State would help shore up this initiative.   


 


Additional funds from the State’s opioid abatement fund could also be used at the local level to fund 


other initiatives and interventions designed to help reverse or at least mitigate the effects of the ongoing 


opioid crisis.  For example, the City’s Fire and Rescue Department could undertake Community Risk 


Reduction geared toward reducing opioid use in the community by way of a prevention/education 


professional or staff member.  The person would develop and implement a community prevention or 


mitigation plan, including education and support for individuals suffering opioid abuse and their families.  


However, all of these mitigation and abatement efforts require funding. 


 


As one final comment, HB 1565’s proposal to amend the statute to use the 2020 census results, 


rather than the 2010 census results, is a prudent and positive change to the existing statute.  The intent of the 


statute is to steer funds to the places in need of those funds, and in doing so the most recent population data 


should be the basis for the funding decision.  Dover’s population, for example, increased by almost 10% as 


compared to its 2010 census figures (29,987 in 2010 versus 32,741 in 2020).  Failing to amend the statute 


would mean that funding is based on stale population data and resulting funds would be misallocated.  


 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 1565 and for your consideration of this letter.  


 


 


       Sincerely, 


 


       /s/ Joshua M. Wyatt 


 


       Joshua M. Wyatt 


       City Attorney 


 


 


 


cc:   J. Michael Joyal, Jr., City Manager (via email) 


 William Breault, Police Chief (via email) 


 Paul Haas, Dover Fire and Rescue Chief (via email) 


 


 







Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:01:15 AM
From: Kate Horgan
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 9:10:28 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB 1565
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
NHAC Letter HB 1565.pdf ;

GoodafternoonM em bersoftheHouseW aysandM eansCom m ittee.

Attachedpleasefindaletterfrom theN H AssociationofCountiesinsupportofHB 1565.P leaseletm e
know ifyou haveany questions.T hankyou.

-Kate

KathrynHorgan
T heDupontGroup
29 S choolS t.| S te.200 |Concord,N H 03301
603-228-3322 x111
khorgan@ dupontgroup.com

sig na ture_6 70
5 12813

--
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Chuck Weed 
Cheshire County Commissioner 
 
Treasurer 
Suzanne Collins 
Coos County Treasurer 
 
Bylaws Chair 
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January 10, 2022 
 
The Honorable Norm Major 
Chair 
Ways and Means Committee 
Legislative Office Building  
Concord, NH 03031 
 
 
Chairman Major and Members of the Ways and Means Committee, 
 
The NH Association of Counties would like to register its support for HB 1565, relative to the 
Opioid Abatement Trust Fund. 
 
This bill would increase the allocation within the Opioid Abatement Trust Fund from a 15% 
distribution to the litigating parties to a 40% distribution. Allowing a greater allocation of funds 
to local counties and municipalities ensures that more dollars can be used faster, for one of the 
most vulnerable populations in the State. This investment would allow the county programs to 
grow and impact more residents and thus reduce the recidivism rate that counties currently 
experience. This would allow the counties to redirected funding to expand treatment 
opportunities for those inmates who are released into the community, which would include 
partnerships with local medical providers. 
 
The Association asks for your support for HB 1565. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to our Executive Director, Kate Horgan at khorgan@dupontgroup.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Wendy Piper 
President  
NH Association of Counties 


President 
Wendy Piper 
Grafton County Commissioner 
 
Vice President 
Tom Tombarello 
Rockingham County Commissioner 
 
At Large Member 
Toni Pappas 
Hillsborough County Commissioner 
 
At Large Member 
Cathy Stacey 
Rockingham County Register of Deeds 
 


 
 
 


29 School St., Ste. 200 
Concord, NH 03301 


 
info@nhcouties.org 


 
www.nhcounties.org 







Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:07:05 AM
From: Derek Ferland
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2022 3:52:44 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Derek Ferland; Rep Judy Aron; Kate Horgan (Dupont Group)
Subject: HB 1565, Relative to the opioid abatement trust fund
Importance: Normal
Attachments: LE CM to Ways & Means HB 1565 3.0. signed.pdf ;


Chairman Major, Ladies & Gentlemen of the Committee,

Enclosed is a letter with additional information in support of HB 1565. I've also included the hyperlinks
here if you want to look at the Drug Monitoring Initiative site. The maps are easier to read online and there
is a lot of other useful data in case you want to read more.

Drug Monitoring Initiative:
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?
d=nh.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGhocy5uaC5nb3YvZGNiY3MvYmRhcy9kYXRhLmh0bQ==&i=NWViO
WEzNmVkMDA3MzIxNzcxMzJhMTM5
&t=THBmYUt6dEtNRkVmQ3JBYndJY3ZLREYrOE4vVHhmNmRNWnBad0J4TVZCTT0=&h=
910132be6dbe49cb941cd4ede033b859

How Johnson & Johnson has fared in other lawsuits in California & Oklahoma:
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?
d=npr.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnByLm9yZy8yMDIxLzExLzAxLzEwNTEzMjE1ODAvY2FsaWZvcm5pY
S1qdWRnZS1kcnVnLWNvbXBhbmllcy1vcGlvaWQtY3Jpc2lzLWFsbGVyZ2FuLWVuZG8tam9obnNvbi10Z
XZh&i=NWViOWEzNmVkMDA3MzIxNzcxMzJhMTM5
&t=RWlUZzZXVEtpT24vby9rNk1vb3RRUUtiUk50WSswZFlqT1psaDVJZGtDND0=&h=
910132be6dbe49cb941cd4ede033b859

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?
d=npr.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnByLm9yZy8yMDIxLzExLzA5LzEwNTQwMDA5OTYvb2tsYWhvbWEt
c3VwcmVtZS1jb3VydC00NjUtbWlsbGlvbi1vcGlvaWQtcnVsaW5n&i=NWViOWEzNmVkMDA3MzIxNzcxM
zJhMTM5&t=YUR4QVdOQWhhUDllVmc0bFpndzB6L0JLYmhpcUZxMVpWUXVUM1AzWWNtMD0=&h=
910132be6dbe49cb941cd4ede033b859

Thank you for your time and attention.

Kind regards,

Derek Ferland

Derek R. Ferland
County Manager
Sullivan County
(603) 863-2560
dferland@sullivancountynh.gov

mailto:dferland@sullivancountynh.gov
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
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Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 8:56:00 AM
From: Chris Coates
Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 4:07:57 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB 1565
Importance: Normal

HonorableM em bersofN H HouseW aysandM eansCom m ittee,

I’m w ritingtoyou today inresponsetoAssociateAttorney GeneralBonfetti’srem arksaroundthe
spendingoftheopiateabatem enttrustfundm oniesthatcountieshavereceived.In his rem ark s
he states the follow ing ;“contrary to the arg u m ents m ade at the pu blichearing s,cou nty(s)
shou ld g et m ore m oney becau se it can spend it m ore qu ick ly. As of the w riting of this letter,
only Belk nap and Strafford cou nty(s)have spent these f u nds that they received in M ay 2021.
M errim ack ,G rafton,and Cheshire,have not spent any of theirm oney earm ark ed foropiate
abatem ent. S u llivan,Rock ing ham ,Coos,Carrol,and Hillsborou g h cou nty(s)have not yet
indicated w hat they have done w ith theirportion of settlem ent f u nds”.

Icanonly speakonbehalfofCheshireCounty,w ereceived$16,905.85,w hichhasbeenplaced
intoaspecialrevenuesaccount.Furtherm oreCheshireCounty hasearm arkedthosefunds
received,tobeutilizedby CheshireCounty’sDrugCourt.

CheshireCounty recognizedearly onthecrisisthatw asdevelopingw henitcam etoaddiction,it
isw hy w ew ereoneofthefirsttodevelopaDrugCourt,BehavioralHealthCourt,asubstance
abusetreatm entprogram w ithinourcorrectionfacility andstartedaM edicatedAssisted
T reatm entP rogram (M AT )atourDepartm entofCorrections.

M orerecently w eutilizedAR P A fundstoaddressurgentneedsforthosestrugglingw ith
addiction.T heorganizationsw ehavefundedarebelow ,andintotalnearly $400,000 hasgoneto
organizationsthatsupportthosew ithsubstanceabusedisorders.T hisisn’tanissuew e’re
ignoring,quitethecontrary,it’sanissuew ehavetackledheadon,andw ew illcontinuetodoso
aslongasthereisaneed.

$89,885 dollarsto“ T heDoorw ay” ,aprogram thatyou areallaw areof.T heDoorw ay isa
program w orkingtoprovidetreatm enttothosesufferingfrom substanceusedisorders.R ecently
Doorw ay hasexpandeditsm issiontofocusonm edically assistedtreatm ent,bridgetherapy,and
group/individualtherapy.T heDoorw ay iscurrently buildinga1,307feetfacility at24 R ailroad
S treetinKeene.Althoughthey havereceivedagrantfrom theBureau ofDrugandAlcohol
S ervicestoincreasetheirstaffing,they donothaveasourceoffundingtosupporttheir
expansion.T hey seek$73,885 inbuildoutcosts,$6,000 fortransportationcosts,and$10,000 to
fundam edicaldirector(Dr.ChrisM ills,M D.)w how illsupervisethem edicalteam oftw om edical
providersandtw onurses.Duetothenatureofthisexpansion,Doorw ay couldnotrely on
traditionalfundingm ethods.T hesecondroundofAR P A fundingw illhelpoffsetthecostsofthis
expansion.

$110,000 toHundredN ightsw hichisashelterthathousesthehom elessduringtheonehundred
coldestnightsoftheyear.HundredN ightsisarefugeforthoseinneed,w hetherfam iliesor
individuals,providingaw arm placetosleep,food,andclothes.HundredN ightssupportspeople

mailto:ccoates@co.cheshire.nh.us
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us


w hohavebeensufferingfrom substanceusedisorders,andgivesthosew hoareastrugglinga
placethey canfeelsafe,andathom e.R ecently,HundredN ightshavebeenapprovedforan
expansionthroughtheKeeneP lanningBoard;thesefundsw illsupportthem ovetoalarger
locationsoHundred N ightscancontinuetodothenoblew orkitdoesw hilereachingm ore
peopleinneed.

$76,000 totheCom m unity KitchenM obileFoodP antry w hichw illw orktosecureand orlessen
thefoodinsecurity issuesinCheshireCounty.Foodinsecurity hasskyrocketedallacrossthe
nationduetoCO VID-19.A m obilefoodpantry w illbeintegraltosupportingthosein
isolation/quarantineduetoCO VID andhelpthoseprim arily im m obileduetom edicalissues,age,
oravoidanceofCO VID-19 inpublicspacesorthosem ostvulnerablew hom ay bestrugglingw ith
aphysical,m entalorsubstanceabuseissue.Furtherm ore,CheshireCounty beingarural
com m unity,thefoodpantry w illsupportthoseisolatedfrom populationcentersinthem ostrural
partsofthecounty.

$20,000 toHeadrestw hichisanorganizationthatdirectly supportsthosew ithsubstanceabuse
issues.T heorganizationsupportsthesepeoplethrough,jobopportunities,outpatient
treatm ent/counselingand som uchm ore.

$35,000 totheM onadnockCenterforViolenceP reventionw hichisanorganizationthatsupports
thosethathavebeenvictim ized from sexualassaultandabuse,asw ellasw orkstopreventthese
abusesfrom happening.

$20,000 toM onadnockP eerS upportw hichisanorganizationthatsupportsthoseinrecovery
from substanceabusethroughpeertopeerconnections.

$80,000 toM obileM entalHealth.M any ofthose strugglingw ithsubstanceabusearestruggling
w ithm entalhealthissuesasw ell.Andthegoalofthesefundsistoensurethecounty responds
tocrisesaseffectively andsafely aspossiblew hilerelievingsom ew orkoffourheavily w orked
police.Essentially,thism oney w ouldfundtherapistsrespondingtom entalhealthcrisesrather
thanlaw enforcem ent.T herapistsarespecifically trainedtosupportthoseinam ental
healthcrisis,and thisprogram w ouldfosterthesafety ofthoseincrisisandourfirstresponders.

A m ajority ofthesefundshavealready goneouttotheagenciesstatedabove.T herestofitw ill
beallocatedthissum m eroncethesecondtrancheofAR P A fundingisreceivedby thecounty.

T heAssociateAttorney Generalby hiscom m entsm akesitseem likew earen’tbeingproactivein
addressingthiscrisis,w hetherm eanttoornot,theperceptionisthereandhew ouldbew rong.

AsIstatedw henIattendaw orksessiononHB 1565 inConcord,thecounty representsall22
tow nsandtheCity ofKeene,w eunderstandourcom m unitiesandw earenim bleandableto
reactquickly tow hatw earefacedw ith,justlookatthelasttw oyearsofthispandem icasan
exam ple.

Iaskthatyou considersupportingthepercentageincreaseofthe“ O piateAbatem entT rust
Fund” tothecountiesof30% ,w iththisaddedfundingw ew illbeabletocontinuetosupportour
com m unity Inaddressingw aystosupportthosestrugglingw ithaddiction.

T hankyou foryourtim eandconsideration.

AsP aulHarvey w ouldsay,“ andnow you know therestofthestory.”



T hankyou foryourtim e,

ChristopherCoates.

ChristopherCoates
County Adm inistrator
CheshireCounty
12 CourtS treet
KeeneN .H.03431
W -603-355-3031
C-603-313-9002

T hisem ailhasbeencheckedforvirusesby Avastantivirussoftw are.
w w w .avast.com

CheshireCounty N H:T hecontentofthisem ailisconfidentialandintendedfortherecipientspecifiedin
them essageonly.Itisstrictly forbiddentoshareany partofthism essagew ithany thirdparty w ithouta
w rittenconsentofthesender.Ifyou receivedthism essageby m istake,reply tothism essageandfollow
w ithitsdeletion.



Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:06:58 AM
From: David Caron
Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 1:46:31 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB1565-FN
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
Caron input HB 1565-FN.pdf ;

Goodafternoon,

P leaseseeattachedletterre:HB-1565-FN

T hankyou,

DaveCaron
T ow nAdm inistrator
14 M anningS treet
Derry,N H 03038
603.845.5403
dcaron@ derrynh.org

mailto:davecaron@derrynh.org
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us











Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:01:15 AM
From: Derek Ferland
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:29:54 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Derek Ferland; Mary Bourque; Ted Purdy
Subject: Letters from Sullivan County Board of Commissioners re: HB 1525 and HB 1565
Importance: Normal
Attachments: LE BOC HB 1525.pdf ;LE BOC HB 1565.pdf ;


Ladies and Gentlemen of the House Ways and Means Committee,

Attached are two letters of support from the Sullivan County Board of Commissioners regarding hearings
that are scheduled for January 11, 2022.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Derek R. Ferland
County Manager
Sullivan County
(603) 863-2560
dferland@sullivancountynh.gov

mailto:dferland@sullivancountynh.gov
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
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Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 8:56:07 AM
From: Chris Coates
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:16:12 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Subject: NH House Remote Testify: 2:00 pm - HB1565 in House Ways and Means
Importance: Normal

HonorableM em bersoftheN ew Ham pshireHouseW aysandM eansCom m ittee,

Iam w ritingyou today insupportofHouseBill1565,relativetotheopioidabatem enttrustfund.

Inm y positionasCounty Adm inistratorforCheshireCounty andam em beroftheleadershipteam ofthe
N ew Ham pshireAssociationsofCounties,Ihavehadthehonorearly onintheprocessofdevelopingthe
“ O pioidAbatem entT rustFund.W orkingclosely w ith,Com m issionerGeorgeM aglaras,form erAttorney
GeneralM acDonald,AssociateAttorney GeneralJam esBoffettiandothercom m unitiesofthesub-division
w ew ereabletocom etoanagreem entonhow tom oveforw ardw ithatrust.

T houghallpartiesagreedontheinitialfram ew orkofthetrust,atthetim eitw asdevelopedw ithm any
unknow ns.

M ostspecifically w hatpercentagew ouldbeassignedtotheS tateofN H,thesub-divisionandthetrust.

Asthisw asintheearly beginningsofthenationallaw suit,w estruggledtofindexam plestocom pareto
from aroundthecountry,sow esettledonthecurrentnum bers.

W ehavelearnedovertim ethatourinitialnum bersw erenotjustlow erthanallotherstatesthathavea
sim ilarsystem inplace,butexceedingly low .

T hesub-divisionm adeupofcounties,citiesandtow nsareattheforefrontoftheopioidcrisisinN ew
Ham pshireandhavebeenfrom thebeginning.W ehavew atchedourfam ily,friendsandcom m unity
m em berslife’sfallapartorendduetotheiraddiction.Itisourcom m unitiesthathavecom etogetherto
findw aystoaddressthiscrisis,spendingm illionsofdollarsintheprocesstosupportthoseinneed.

W hentheCAR ES Fundingw assenttothestatestohelpsupportourcitiesandtow nsintheS tateofN ew
Ham pshirew ew eregratefultoreceivem oniesfrom thestatetohelpusw iththefiscalrealitiesw ew ere
facingdueto theCO VID-19 pandem ic.

W iththatbeingsaid,w ealsoknew thatiftherew astobeanotherroundoffundingw ew antedtheability
tohaveourow nfundingcom edirectly totheCountiesinN H.T heN HAC startedw orkingw ithourfederal
delegationtohavelanguageplacedinthenextfundingpackagethatw ouldallow thistohappen.

W edidthisform any reasons,them ainonebeingw eknow ourcom m unitiesandtheneedsthatthe
pandem ichascreatedandw earebestset-uptoaddressthoseissues.T hefundingthatw ascreatedby
theAm ericanR escueP lanActhastruly m adeacleardifferenceinCheshireCounty asw eslow ly recover
from thispandem ic.

W hy doIreferencetheAR P A Funding,sim plebecauseifHouseBill1565 passesandtheleveloffundingis
increasedtothesub-divisionw ew illbeabletopursuethisissuem uchm oreaggressively.

T rustus,w eknow ourcom m unitiesandhow tothoughtfully,collaboratively andpragm atically support
thosestrugglingw ithaddiction.

mailto:ccoates@co.cheshire.nh.us
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us


P leasesupportHB 1565.

T hankyou foryourtim etoday.

Chris

ChristopherCoates
County Adm inistrator
CheshireCounty
12 CourtS treet
KeeneN .H.03431
W -603-355-3031
C-603-313-9002

T hisem ailhasbeencheckedforvirusesby Avastantivirussoftw are.
w w w .avast.com

CheshireCounty N H:T hecontentofthisem ailisconfidentialandintendedfortherecipientspecifiedin
them essageonly.Itisstrictly forbiddentoshareany partofthism essagew ithany thirdparty w ithouta
w rittenconsentofthesender.Ifyou receivedthism essageby m istake,reply tothism essageandfollow
w ithitsdeletion.



Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 9:06:55 AM
From: Mascio, Lissa
Sent: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 9:29:43 AM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Karen Karwocki; Hanks, Helen; Cusack, Lynmarie
Subject: NHDOC input regarding HB 1565
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
NHDOC Commissioner Hanks testimony re HB 1565 Relative to the Opioid Abatement Trust
Fund 3.8.2022.doc ;

Cha irm a nM a jora nd H onora b le M e m b e rsofthe W a ysa nd M e a nsCom m itte e ,

Ia polog ize forthe la te e ntryofthisinform a tion,re la ting toH B 15 65 relativ e to the op ioid ab atem ent
tru s t fu nd,fortod a y’se xe c utive se ssion.

Ifyou ha ve a nyque stionsorc onc e rns,ple a se d onot he sita te tore a c h out.

Lissa M a sc io,Esq.
Attorne y,DivisionofProfe ssiona lSta nd a rd s
NH De pa rtm e ntofCorre c tions
105 Ple a sa ntSt.
Conc ord ,NH 03301
Te l: 603-271-5612
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Thise -m a ilm e ssa g e ,inc lud ing a nya tta c hm e nts,isforthe sole use of
the inte nd e d re c ipie nt(s) a nd m a yc onta inc onfid e ntia linform a tion.Anyuna uthorize d re vie w ,use ,
d isc losure ord istrib utionisprohib ite d .Ifyou a re notthe inte nd e d re c ipie nt,ple a se c onta c tthe
se nd e r b yre plye -m a ila nd d e stroya llc opie softhe m e ssa g e .

mailto:Lissa.D.Mascio@doc.nh.gov
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Karen.Karwocki@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Helen.E.Hanks@doc.nh.gov
mailto:Lynmarie.C.Cusack@doc.nh.gov
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To: 
The Honorable Members of the House Ways and Means Committee


From:
Helen E. Hanks, Commissioner

New Hampshire Department of Corrections


Date:  
March 8, 2022

Re:
HB 1565 Relative to the Opioid Abatement Trust Fund

_____________________________________________________________________________


The New Hampshire Department of Corrections (NHDOC) is opposed to HB 1565 relative to the Opioid Abatement Trust Fund. 

As proposed, HB 1565 takes no recognition of the effects of the opioid epidemic on the people incarcerated in the state prisons who come from all our state counties and lays the whole financial burden on the state general fund.


The current provision of law recognizes the whole state impact of the opioid epidemic systemically.  The department of corrections books citizens sentenced to prison from across all counties whose substance use disorder, specifically opioid use disorder, have driven the department’s cost of care higher.  We have implemented pain management clinics to deal with both the issues caused by growing addictions to prescription drugs starting in 2008. Recognizing the long-term impacts of the miseducation caused by pharmaceutical companies to patients who took legally prescribed medications that turned into long-term opioid addiction to the now constant issues of illegal drugs, fentanyl, heroin and other derivatives being illegal sold and provided to people who become incarcerated, and the state is constitutionally charged with treatment of these substance use disorders under the 8th amendment.


The existing Opioid Abatement Trust Fund provides an opportunity for financial relief to the NH Department of Corrections who has NH citizens from across all NH counties incarcerated within our facilities.  Another step further, the @ 6,000 men and women supervised by the Department’s Division of Field Services on probation and parole under the current provision of law will be able to propose activities in collaboration both with the department and the counties on effective uses of the funds to reduce recidivism driven by opioid use disorder.


HB 1565 provides no relief as written to help support the NH Department of Corrections to engage in the opportunities outlined in existing law for the many men and women incarcerated in the State Department of Corrections who are affected by opioid use disorder.


  126-A:86 New Hampshire Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission; Duties. – 
I. The opioid abatement advisory commission shall: 
(a) Consult with and advise the commissioner of the department of health and human services on the administration and management of the opioid abatement trust fund, and approve the selection of eligible fund recipients under RSA 126-A:83, II(b). 
(b) Award grants, revolving loan funds, and matching funds to projects from the opioid abatement trust fund under RSA 126-A:83, I, in a manner consistent with the following criteria. All disbursements or grants shall require approval of the governor and executive council. Funds may be awarded if the project meets one of the following criteria: 
(1) Reimburse the state and any political subdivision within the state for any portion of the cost related to outpatient and residential opioid use disorder (OUD) and any co-occurring substance use disorder or mental health (SUD/MH) treatment services, including, but not limited to, services provided to incarcerated individuals, Medication assisted treatment (MAT); abstinence-based treatment; treatment, recovery or other services provided by states, subdivisions, community health centers, or not-for-profit providers; 
(2) Reimburse the state and any political subdivision for emergency response services related to OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH issues provided by law enforcement and first responders; 
(3) Support mobile intervention, treatment, and recovery services, offered by qualified professionals, for persons with OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH issues or persons who have experienced an opioid overdose; 
(4) Support detoxification services for persons with OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH issues, including medical detoxification, referral to treatment or connections to other services; 
(5) Reimburse the state and any political subdivision within the state for any portion of the cost of administering naloxone; 
(6) Provide access to housing for people with OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH issues, including supportive housing, recovery housing, or housing assistance programs; 
(7) Provide or support transportation to treatment or recovery programs or services for persons with OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH issues; 
(8) Provide employment training or educational services for persons in treatment for or in recovery from OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH; 
(9) Create or support centralizes call centers that provide information and connections to appropriate services and supports for persons with OUD and an co-occurring SUD/MH issues; 
(10) Improve oversight of opioid treatment programs (OTPs) to assure evidence-based, evidence-informed practices; 
(11) Provide scholarships and supports for certified addiction counselors and other mental and behavioral health providers involved in addressing OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH issues, including, but not limited to, training, scholarships, fellowships, loan repayment programs, or other incentives for providers to work in rural or underserved areas of the state; 
(12) Support efforts to prevent over-prescribing and ensure appropriate prescribing and dispensing of opioids through evidence-based, evidence-informed programs or strategies; 
(13) Support enhancements or improvements consistent with state law to the prescription drug monitoring program; and 
(14) Support the education of law enforcement or other first responders regarding appropriate practices and precautions when dealing with fentanyl or other drugs. 
II. The commission or the commissioner of the department of health and human services may identify additional responsibilities including reporting on projects and programs related to addressing the opioid epidemic, developing priorities, goals and recommendations for spending on such projects and programs, working with state agencies or outside entities to develop measures for projects and programs that address substance use disorders, making recommendations for policy changes on a state and local level, including statutory law and administrative agency regulations. 
III. The commission shall create and maintain a website on which it shall publish its minutes, attendance rolls and votes, including records of all votes on funding requests, funding awards, and reports of funding by recipients.

Published data on prevalence of these issues can be reviewed at Status of Treatment of Opioid Use Disorder among Individuals Involved with the New Hampshire Justice System starting on page 10.

I urge you to vote ITL on HB 1565 and allow the existing formula and Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission to do its intended work for the whole state.

Thank you for considering this testimony.


If you have questions, please feel free to call me at 603-271-5603 or to e-mail me at Helen.E.Hanks@doc.nh.gov

Helen E. Hanks


Commissioner, NHDOC
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