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CONSENT CALENDAR

February 7, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Executive Departments and

Administration to which was referred HB 1552-FN,

AN ACT establishing a board for the certification of

assessors. Having considered the same, report the same

with the following amendment, and the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carol McGuire

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Executive Departments and Administration

Bill Number: HB 1552-FN

Title: establishing a board for the certification of
assessors.

Date: February 7, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-0519h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill transfers assessor certification and regulation from the Department of Revenue
Administration (DRA) to a new professional board under OPLC. DRA retains oversight of municipal
assessing personnel and processes, but the licensing and certification will be done in a more
transparent manner, controlled by the profession. This separation also prevents the appearance of a
conflict of interest in that the DRA both employs and regulates assessors, and nearly all its actions
are exempt from 91-A. The committee amendment simply confirms that the existing licenses are
valid until their expiration date.

Vote 18-0.

Rep. Carol McGuire
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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CONSENT CALENDAR

Executive Departments and Administration
HB 1552-FN, establishing a board for the certification of assessors. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill transfers
assessor certification and regulation from the Department of Revenue Administration (DRA) to a
new professional board under OPLC. DRA retains oversight of municipal assessing personnel and
processes, but the licensing and certification will be done in a more transparent manner, controlled
by the profession. This separation also prevents the appearance of a conflict of interest in that the
DRA both employs and regulates assessors, and nearly all its actions are exempt from 91-A. The
committee amendment simply confirms that the existing licenses are valid until their expiration

date. Vote 18-0.





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1552-FN

BILL TITLE: establishing a board for the certification of assessors.

DATE: February 7, 2022

LOB ROOM: 302-304

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. McGuire Seconded by Rep. T. Lekas AM Vote: 18-0

Amendment # 2022-0519h

Moved by Rep. McGuire Seconded by Rep. Goley Vote: 18-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep John Sytek, Clerk







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1552-FN

BILL TITLE: establishing a board for the certification of assessors.

DATE: January 31, 2022

LOB ROOM: 302-304 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:45 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 11:30 a.m.

Committee Members: Reps. McGuire, Rhodes, Sytek, Yakubovich, S. Pearson, T. Lekas,
Alliegro, Bailey, Lanzara, Santonastaso, Goley, Schuett, P. Schmidt, Fellows, Grote,
O'Brien and Marsh

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Piemonte Rep. P. Schmidt Rep. J. Smith
Rep. Pauer

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Schmidt introduced the bill on behalf of the sponsor who was not present. He said he
supported the bill.

Robert Gagne, V-Chair of the Assessing Standards Board, spoke in favor. The impetus behind the
bill was transparency. The ASB did not want to be involved in discipline and the Department of
Revenue Administration which does handle certification, de-certification has a confidentiality policy
so that the results in proceedings are not made public. This bill would allow for transparency. He
took Committee questions such as whether other remedies were available and the
questioning/discussion was extensive. He went on that the ASB was never intended to be the
policing agency but recent issues have come up. It was pointed out that this would be a complete
board (modeled on the Real Estate Appraiser Board) with OPLC handling the administration.

Carollynn Lear, Ass’t Commissioner DRA, spoke for information only and described the role DRA.
She pointed out the importance of assessors since the greatest revenue stream in NH was the
property tax and the importance of their being qualified. She pointed out that SB 53 was coming to
make certain records public.

Scott Bartlett, Assessor Supervisor for the Town of Goffstown, took no position but pointed out
several areas of concern such as too rapid a transition, grandfathering, definition of assessors on the
board, number of public members, possible conflict of interest withing the DRA. He took Committee
questions.

Laurie Ortolano, Nashua, a citizen representing herself, spoke in favor. She felt that her complaint
against assessors in a recent re-evaluation were brushed aside by the City as minor and that
confidentiality prevented her from finding out the disposition of her allegations. She also was
concerned about the possibility of conflict of interest in the DRA vis-à-vis investigating their own
internal assessor.

Jim Michaud, Town Assessor of Hudson, submitted written testimony neither supporting or
opposing the bill. His concerns largely echoed those of Mr. Bartlett.





House Remote Testify

Executive Departments and Administration Committee Testify List for Bill HB1552 on 2022-01-31 
Support: 7    Oppose: 7    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying

Non-
Germane Signed Up

Almy, Susan Lebanon, NH
Susan.almy@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/22/2022 11:34 AM

ploszaj, tom Center Harbor, NH
tom.ploszaj@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/22/2022 1:05 PM

Eldridge, Angela Ossipee, NH
angkrit15@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/24/2022 11:00 AM

Martin, Sandra Ossipee, NH
welfaredirector@ossipee.org

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/24/2022 11:07 AM

Brown, Frank Manchester, NH
appsontap@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/25/2022 6:45 AM

Ridings, Linda Wolfeboro, NH
mykids40@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/25/2022 10:18 AM

haywood, john east wakefield, NH
jbhaywood1@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/25/2022 10:20 AM

Martin, Loren Boscawen, NH
loren@avitarassociates.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/25/2022 3:47 PM

Dontonville, Roger Enfield, NH
rdontonville@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/25/2022 11:03 PM

Smith, Jonathan Ossipee, NH
Jonathan.Smith@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 7:04 AM

Ossipee, Town of Ossipee, NH
msawyer@ossipee.org

An Elected Official Board of Selectmen Support No No 1/27/2022 8:42 AM

BOARD OF
SELECTMEN,
TOWN OF
WOLFEBORO

WOLFEBORO, NH
TOWNMANAGER@WOLFEBORONH.US

An Elected Official WOLFEBORO BOARD OF
SELECTMEN

Support No No 1/27/2022 10:06 AM

HATCH, JACKLYN NORTHFIELD, NH A Member of the Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 10:25 AM
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JMHDA@YAHOO.COM Public

Haywood, Todd Concord, NH
granitehillmunisvs@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 10:43 AM

Demetriou, Lexi pembroke, NH
lexidemetriou@keelerfamily.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 11:21 AM

Haywood, Connor Concord, NH
connorhaywood72@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 11:22 AM

Haywood, Brennan CONCORD, NH
brennan.haywood@banksautos.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 11:33 AM

Haywood, Spencer Bow, NH
Spenxerhaywood9@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/27/2022 6:16 PM

Haywood, Judith Nashua, NH
jhaywd@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/28/2022 1:22 PM

Richardson, Daniel Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/29/2022 3:44 PM

Walker, Kathleen Concord, NH
kwalker1951@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/30/2022 3:06 PM

Smith, Julie Nashua, NH
cantdog@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/30/2022 4:01 PM

Cloutier, Suzanne Hampton, NH
shcloutier@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/30/2022 10:25 PM

Robinson, Steven Northwood, NH
Nikkiandme@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/31/2022 3:42 AM

Robinson, Karen Northwood, NH
Bdabng12@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/31/2022 3:46 AM

Colquhoun, Laura Nashua, NH
lauracolquhoun2@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 7:36 AM

Wojtkiewicz, Jeffry Boscawen, NH
jeffwokie@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 7:41 AM

Gravel, Stacy Boscawen, NH
stacygravel49@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 7:42 AM

Beatrice, Donna Nashua, NH
dbjb1314@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 7:47 AM

Hamilton, Stephan Salem, NH
stevehamilton.wcg@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 10:45 AM

Chester, Russan Bedford, NH A Member of the Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 8:04 PM



russan.chester@gmail.com Public

Loveless, Eric bedford, NH
nassur34@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/31/2022 8:33 PM



 
PO Box 514 

Salem, NH  03079 
(603) 560-0629 

Stevehamilton.WCG@gmail.com 
 
January 31, 2022 

Honorable Carol McGuire, Chairman 
Executive Departments and Administration 
New Hampshire House of Representatives 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Re: House Bill 1552 establishing a board for the certification of assessors 

Dear Chairman McGuire, 

I am writing today in support of the above referenced bill that will establish a board for the certification 

of certified property tax assessors in New Hampshire. 

As a certified assessor in the state and having served in several roles including: municipality employed 

assessor; review appraiser for the Board of Tax and Land Appeals; a former member of the Assessing 

Standards Board; Director of the Municipal and Property Division at DRA; and for the last three years a 

contractor providing assessing services to the cities and towns of the state I have observed and 

experienced the certification process from as many angles as anyone can. 

I tend to think that HB1552 is the best way for the process of certification of assessors to mature to the 

next level of effectiveness. While DRA has done their best, they are really not setup to handle 

certification issues with the same efficiency as the Joint Board of Certification and Licensure.  

This change in the certification authority will not disturb the basic role of ASB and its authority to set 

assessing standards. Neither will it interfere with the DRA’s primary role to enforce those standards and 

monitor and report on assessing progress in the municipalities of the state. 

I hope that the committee looks favorably on this proposed legislation, and if you have any questions or 

would like any additional specific information that I could provide please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Stephan W. Hamilton, President 
Whitney Consulting Group, LLC 

mailto:Stevehamilton.WCG@gmail.com


Archived: Thursday, May 19, 2022 9:57:09 AM
From: Steve Hamilton
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2022 10:47:53 AM
To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Subject: House Bill 1552
Importance: Normal

Please consider the attached testimony in support of HB1552.

-Steve

Stephan W. Hamilton
Whitney Consulting Group, LLC
P.O. Box 514
Salem, NH 03079
(603) 560-0629
www.whitneyconsultgroup.com

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

mailto:stevehamilton.wcg@gmail.com
mailto:HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us



Archived: Thursday, May 19, 2022 9:57:10 AM
From: Tom Thomson
Sent: Sunday, January 30, 2022 9:05:07 PM
To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Subject: Letter of Support on HB 1552
Importance: Normal

D earC hairman C arolM c Gu ire and C ommittee M embers ,

B elow is my letterofs u pportforH B 1552 . Iwanted to be atthe hearingtomorrow bu tIhave an appointment
atD artmou th-H itc hc oc kH os pitalthatIc ou ld notc hange. Thankyou forc ons id eringmy tes timony on this
importantH ou s e B ill1552 . Tom Thoms on

Tom Thom son
173 Stra wb e rryH illRoa d

O frord ,NH 03777

Ja nua ry31,2022

Re pre se nta tive Ca rolM c Guire ,Cha irm a n
NH H ouse ofRe pre se nta tive sExe c utive De pa rtm e nt& Ad m inistra tion
NH Le g isla tive Offic e Build ing ,Room 306
Conc ord ,NH 03301

De a rCha irm a nM c Guire a nd Com m itte e M e m b e rs,

M yna m e isTom Thom sonfrom Orford ,NH a nd I’m a m e m b e rofthe NH Asse ssing
Sta nd a rd sBoa rd (ASB) se rving a sa Pub lic M e m b e rforove r15 ye a rs.

Thispa stye a rIw a sa ske d tose rve onthe ASB Sub -Com m itte e tha tw orke d onthis
propose d le g isla tiona nd Ia m insupportofthe propose d H B 1552.

H B 1552 w illsim plym ove the ove r-site ofCe rtific a tionforNH Asse ssorsfrom the De pt.of
Re ve nue Ad m inistra tion(DRA) tothe NH JointBoa rd ofCe rtific a tiona nd Lic e nsure ,w hic h
isse tuptoe ffic ie ntlyha nd le the Ce rtific a tionissue sofourN H Asse ssing Com m unity.

The NH JointBoa rd ofCe rtific a tiona nd Lic e nsure ove rse e s,ove r55 Ce rtifie d a nd Lic e nse d
profe ssiona lg roupsinthe Sta te ofNH a nd ha sd one soform a nyye a rs.

Thisw illa llow the DRA toc onc e ntra te onthe im porta ntw ork the ya re ta ske d tod o.Itw ill
a lsoe nd the c onc e rnofAsse ssorstha tthe DRA ha stota lc ontrolove ra na sse ssorw ho
m a yb e a c c use d ofd oing som e thing w rong .The w a ythe DRA isse tuptod a yistha tthe y
a re Jud g e ,Jurya nd Exe c utione rfora nyAsse ssorw hom a yb e c a lle d out.Ag a in,H B 1552
w illg ive tra nspa re nc ytoa llc onc e rne d inc lud ing ourNH Ta xpa ye rstha tIha ve
re pre se nte d forthe pa st15 ye a rs.

mailto:thomsontreefarm@yahoo.com
mailto:HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us


Ple a se supportH B 1552,w hic h the ASB Sub -Com m itte e supports.

Tha nk you foryourtim e a nd c onsid e ra tion,a nd tha nk you foryourw illing ne sstose rve
ourSta te .

Sinc e re lyyours,

Tom Thom son
P u blic M emberofthe N H A s s es s ingS tand ard s B oard
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