CONSENT CALENDAR

March 9, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Election Law to which was referred

HB 1543-FN,

AN ACT relative to the voter registration process.
Having considered the same, report the same with the
following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Sweeney

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Election Law

Bill Number: HB 1543-FN

Title: relative to the voter registration process.
Date: March 9, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill proposes to modify the voter registration forms and establish a provisional ballot system.
The bill itself is a great example of how accessible our citizen legislature is. The legislation was
drafted and put forward by citizens from Grafton County and they ought to be commended for their
activism and involvement in our state government. However, the proposed legislation made
reference to a number of outdated pieces of state statute and, as a result, could not do what the
proponents wanted. Additionally, according to our Secretary of State, provisional ballots are
unconstitutional, as all ballots are to be counted on election day.

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Joe Sweeney
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Election Law

HB 1543-FN, relative to the voter registration process. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Sweeney for Election Law. This bill proposes to modify the voter registration forms and
establish a provisional ballot system. The bill itself is a great example of how accessible our citizen
legislature is. The legislation was drafted and put forward by citizens from Grafton County and they
ought to be commended for their activism and involvement in our state government. However, the
proposed legislation made reference to a number of outdated pieces of state statute and, as a result,
could not do what the proponents wanted. Additionally, according to our Secretary of State,
provisional ballots are unconstitutional, as all ballots are to be counted on election day. Vote 20-0.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1543-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the voter registration process.
DATE: March 9, 2022

LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Sweeney Seconded by Rep. Hayward

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Natalie Wells, Clerk

Vote: 20-0
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Members

Griffin, Barbara J. Chairman
MacDonald, Wayne D. Vice Chairman
Prudhomme-Q'Brien, Katherine J.
Sweeney, Joe
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1543-FN
BILL TITLE: relative to the voter registration process.
DATE: February 10, 2022
LOB ROOM: 308 Time Public Hearing Called to Order:
Time Adjourned:
Committee Members: Reps. B. Griffin, W. MacDonald, Wells, Prudhomme-O'Brien,

Sweeney, Hayward, Torosian, Berry, Groen, Qualey, Alexander Jr., Cote, Ward, Bergeron,
Sandler, Hamer, Lane, Freitas, Hamblet and Muirhead

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. G. Sanborn Rep. Greeson

TESTIMONY
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Jeff Greeson
e Sponsor, Introduced the bill

Edward McElray
e Purpose of bill
e By people who are not residents. Someone registers vehicle in town;
has job in MA teaches school kids in MA. She is in NH to produce remote teaching

and she voted

Dave Rivers

e  Supports bill

e  Went thru prov. ballots, count only if difference
Rep Prudhomme-O'Brien - If is that
Rep Hamer - what if no vehicle

Alvin See
e  Supports bill

Dan Healey - NHCTCA
e Opposes bill
e  Went through concerns with bill

Stanley Bujalski
e Supports the bill, especially the provisional ballot is essential in light of same day.

*Liz Tentarelli - League of Women Voters - NH
e Opposed the bill

e Personally concerned as to First in Nation
e SB3is not in effect because undue burden to vote for this
e bill is trying to this

Rep. Tim Horrigan
e Opposed the bill
e Motor Vehicle infracture doesn't effect right to vote so why have it



Louise Spencer
e Opposes the bill
e Speaking individually
e Create 2 classes of voters
e Impedes right to vote

Kate Gargano - SOS
e Information purposes only
e Concern on size of paper; requests for duplication information requests.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Natalie Wells
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Name

Podlipny, Ann

Arabas, Jill

Mower, Robin

Huberman, Anne

Bushueff, Catherine

thompson, julia

smith, jennifer

Manseau, Joline

Lobdell, Sara

Cotton, Bev

Lightfoot, Jean

Kowalski, Carol

RHOADES,
CHARLES

Election Law Committee Testify List for Bill HB1543 on 2022-02-10
Support: 7 Oppose: 138

City, State
Email Address

chester, ND
apodlipny57@comcast.net

Hollis, NH
jaarabas@yahoo.com

Durham, NH
melodyofharpists@gmail.com

Peterborough, NH
Anne.Huberman@gmail.com

Sunapee, NH
agawamdesigns@gmail.com

durham, NH
maple371@gmail.com

Pembroke, NH
jayemd7699@gmail.com

Hollis, NH
joline.manseau@gmail.com

Keene, NH
slobdell@antioch.edu

Weare, NH
bevcott@gmail.com

Hopkinton, NH
InLightfoot@comcast.net

Grantham, NH
carol@kaszeta.org

Dover, NH
chuckrhoades@comcast.net

House Remote Testify

Neutral: 0 Total to Testify: 0

Title Representing
A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

An Elected Official Myself
A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

A Member of the ~ Myself
Public

Position Testifying

Non-

Germane Signed Up

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

No

No

No

No

2/4/2022 1:48 PM

2/4/2022 2:00 PM

2/4/2022 3:53 PM

2/4/2022 3:54 PM

2/5/2022 8:09 AM

2/5/2022 5:17 PM

2/5/2022 5:58 PM

2/5/2022 8:07 PM

2/5/2022 8:36 PM

2/6/2022 7:25 AM

2/6/2022 11:41 AM

2/6/2022 4:35 PM

2/6/2022 4:36 PM
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Dinzeo, David

Dargie, Paul

knox, Elizabeth

Orkin, Susan

Jakubowski, Deborah

Lincoln, Mary

Vincent, Laura

Hatcher, Phil

Zaenglein, Barbara

Zaenglein, Eric

Aronson, Laura

Reed, Barbara

Broshek, Mary Anne

Boyle, Mary

English, Eileen

Dodge, corinne

Lucas, Janet

Sellarole, Jana

Dover, NH
dinz00@comcast.net

Milford, NH
pauldargie@gmail.com

Grantham, NH
elizknox43@gmail.com

Grantham, NH
susanorkin@gmail.com

Loudon, NH
Dendeb146@gmail.com

MANCHESTER, NH
mary.lincoln52@gmail.com

Loudon, NH
lvlauravincent5@gmail.com

Dover, NH
phil.hatcher@gmail.com

AMHERST, NH
bzaenglein@gmail.com

Ambherst, NH
henley11@comcast.net

Manchester, NH
laura@mlans.net

North Swanzey, NH
BDReed74@gmail.com

Andover, NH
mabandsadie@gmail.com

Cornish, NH
mary.n.boyle@gmail.com

New Boston, NH
eilanah@yahoo.com

Derry, NH
corinnedodge@hotmail.com

Campton, NH
janlucal953@gmail.com

Walpole, NH
jgsellarole@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

An Elected Official

A Member of the

Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

self

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

2/6/2022 5:01 PM

2/6/2022 5:46 PM

2/6/2022 6:25 PM

2/6/2022 6:26 PM

2/6/2022 6:27 PM

2/6/2022 7:27 PM

2/6/2022 8:45 PM

2/6/2022 9:18 PM

2/6/2022 9:56 PM

2/6/2022 10:01 PM

2/6/2022 10:14 PM

2/6/2022 10:37 PM

2/6/2022 10:53 PM

2/6/2022 11:58 PM

2/7/2022 1:22 AM

2/7/2022 4:43 AM

2/7/2022 7:29 AM

2/7/2022 8:14 AM



Corell, Elizabeth

Mooney, Bridget

Liberman, Sheryl

Gibbs, Elizabeth

Platt, Elizabeth-Anne

Smith, Sara

Koch, Laurie

Collyer, Anne

Josephson, Helina

Hurley, Paula

Lynch, Chrisinda

Berk, Bruce

Lamphier, Regan

Shamel, Susan

QUISUMBING-

KING, Cora

Mattlage, Linda

Robinson, Ellis

Farnum, Ellen

Concord, NH
Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com

Wilton, NH
Bridget@moonchick.com

Merrimack, NH
saml54(@comcast.net

Newport, NH
Chezedg@yahoo.com

CONCORD, NH
lizanneplatt09@gmail.com

Pembroke, NH
sara.rose.ssmith@gmail.com

Concord, NH
kochlj@aol.com

Newton, NH
anniecollyer34@gmail.com

Canaan, NH
helinahappy@gmail.com

Concord, NH
graffymanor@comcast.net

Concord, NH
cmmelynch@comcast.net

Pittsfield, NH
bruce.berk.nh@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
ReganBurkeLamphier@gmail.com

Hillsborough, NH
Susanshamel@gmail.com

Dover, NH
coraq@comcast.net

Concord, NH
l.mattlage@gmail.com

Grantham, NH
ellismmrobinson@gmail.com

Tamworth, NH
ellenlynnfarnum@gmail.co,

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

An Elected Official

A Member of the

Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Support

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

2/7/2022 9:06 AM

2/7/2022 9:13 AM

2/7/2022 9:28 AM

2/7/2022 10:05 AM

2/7/2022 10:14 AM

2/7/2022 10:40 AM

2/7/2022 11:39 AM

2/7/2022 11:43 AM

2/7/2022 12:38 PM

2/7/2022 12:44 PM

2/7/2022 1:30 PM

2/7/2022 1:31 PM

2/7/2022 1:32 PM

2/7/2022 2:03 PM

2/7/2022 3:00 PM

2/7/2022 3:04 PM

2/7/2022 3:43 PM

2/7/2022 4:03 PM



Weber, Jill

Thomas, Anne

Hershey, Jane

Martin, Patricia

Merlone, Lynn

Garland, Ann

Cranage, Amy

Couture, Matthew

Rich, Martha

Robbins, Ada

Caudill Slosberg,

Margaret

racusin, sharon

Burr, Emily

Serrell, James J

Pietrovito, Janet

Raven, Mary

Emus, Joanne

Coon, Kate

Mont Vernon, NH
jill@frajilfarms.com
Rindge, NH
annekerosie@gmail.com

Rindge, NH
janelhershey@gmail.com

rindge, NH
pmartin2894@yahoo.com

Rindge, NH
prulone@gmail.com

LEBANON, NH
annhgarland@gmail.com

Grantham, NH
achcranage@gmail.com

Rochester, NH
coochdog@gmail.com

Enfieldd, NH
martha.rich@thet.net

Colebrook, NH
adarobbins@gmail.com

Lyme, NH
margaretcs08@gmail.com

hanover, NH
sdracusin@gmail.com

Canterbury, NH
revemilyburr@gmail.com

Kingston, NH
imjjserrell@yahoo.com

Francestown, NH
Janpietrovito@gmail.com

Merrimack, NH
marybeth.raven@gmail.com

Hollis, NH
jremus0322@aol.com

Peterborough, NH
kate2coon@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

2/7/2022 4:14 PM

2/7/2022 4:26 PM

2/7/2022 4:27 PM

2/7/2022 4:27 PM

2/7/2022 4:27 PM

2/7/2022 4:36 PM

2/7/2022 5:09 PM

2/7/2022 5:47 PM

2/7/2022 5:50 PM

2/7/2022 6:57 PM

2/7/2022 7:05 PM

2/7/2022 7:05 PM

2/7/2022 7:17 PM

2/7/2022 8:05 PM

2/7/2022 8:27 PM

2/7/2022 8:28 PM

2/7/2022 8:31 PM

2/7/2022 9:03 PM



Kuemmerle, Nancy

Jones, Nate

Jones, Jennifer

Nash, Lisa

Verschueren, James

Field, Bryan

Hatch, Sally

Saum, Judith

Cronin, Mary

Bergevin, Leslie

Wilke, Mary

Field, Linda

FRIEDRICH, ED

Bagshaw, Joseph

Kelley, Mary

Leavitt, Deborah

DeMark, Richard

DeMark, harriet

Enfield, NH
nkuemmerle@une.edu

BRENTWOOD, NH
nate_jones@hotmail.com

BRENTWOOD, NH
jennjones123@hotmail.com

Bedford, NH
lisa@eight-stars.com

Dover, NH
jd.verschueren@gmail.com

PETERBOROUGH, NH
brysciguy@gmail.com

Concord, NH

SALLYHATCH@COMCAST.COM

Rumney, NH
judithsaum@gmail.com

Madison, NH
m_cronin81@hotmail.com

Loudon, NH
leslie.bergevin@gmail.com

Concord, NH
wilke.mary@gmail.com

Peterborough, NH
lindafield9@yahoo.com

Loudon, NH
erfriedrich@yahoo.com

Center Conway, NH
bagshaw.joseph@gmail.com

Dover, NH
midgekelleyl @gmail.com

Dover, NH
daleavitt77@comcast.net

Meredith, NH
demarknh114@gmail.com

Meredith, NH
demarknh114@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Yes

2/7/2022 9:20 PM

2/7/2022 9:51 PM

2/7/2022 9:51 PM

2/7/2022 10:21 PM

2/7/2022 11:04 PM

2/8/2022 6:01 AM

2/8/2022 6:25 AM

2/8/2022 6:30 AM

2/8/2022 6:39 AM

2/8/2022 7:11 AM

2/8/2022 7:53 AM

2/8/2022 8:28 AM

2/8/2022 9:05 AM

2/8/2022 9:37 AM

2/8/2022 10:34 AM

2/8/2022 10:41 AM

2/8/2022 10:44 AM

2/8/2022 10:44 AM



Learner, Marilyn

Learner, Larry

Magruder, Joe

Richardson, Daniel

Blanchard, Sandra

Zink, Olivia

Bose, Mathew

Tilli-Pauling,

Marianne

Tilli-Pauling, Nigel

Campbell, Karen

Campbell, mike

Fraysse, Michael

Sebastian, Karen

Lacombe, Lucille

Brown, Nancy

Parker, Kerri

Campbell, K Kay

Laker-Phelps, Gail

HOLLIS, NH
mzlearner@gmail.com

Hollis, NH
larrylearner@gmail.com

CONCORD, NH
joe.magruder@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

Loudon, NH
sandyblanchard3@gmail.com

Franklin, NH
olivia.zink@gmail.com

Bow, NH
matbose@gmail.com

Ambherst, NH
m.tillipauling@gmail.com

Amherst, NH
N.tillipauling@gmail.com

Epsom, NH
klynncampbell50@gmail.com

Epsom, NH
klynncampbell50@gmail.com
Epsom, NH
mikefraysse@gmail.com

West Chesterfield, NH
klsebastian.55@gmail.com

Antrim, NH
gllac@tds.net

Hopkinton, NH
wcbnpb@comcast.net

Meredith, NH
kparker@meredithnh.org
Epsom, NH
kkcampbell43@yahoo.com

Chichester, NH
Ipsart@tds.net

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Lobbyist
A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

An Elected Official
A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Open Democracy Action

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Michael Fraysse

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Support

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

2/8/2022 10:59 AM

2/8/2022 11:00 AM

2/8/2022 12:04 PM

2/8/2022 1:57 PM

2/8/2022 2:06 PM

2/8/2022 7:13 PM

2/8/2022 7:18 PM

2/8/2022 9:05 PM

2/8/2022 9:13 PM

2/8/2022 10:52 PM

2/8/2022 10:52 PM

2/8/2022 10:53 PM

2/9/2022 6:52 AM

2/9/2022 9:37 AM

2/9/2022 10:29 AM

2/9/2022 10:46 AM

2/9/2022 11:45 AM

2/9/2022 1:11 PM



Rettew, Annie

Cahill-Yeaton,

Miriam

Bundy, Linda Olson

Terwilliger, Linda

Stinson, Benjamin

Cook, Barbara

Hull, Ethel

Willing, Maura

Bourassa, Cheryl

Hampton, Doris

Hinebauch, Mel

Richman, Susan

Istel, Claudia

Maldonado, Ursula

Lindpaintner, Lyn

Maldonado, Luis

Spencer, Louise

Chester, Russan

Concord, NH
abrettew@gmail.com

Epsom, NH

nmyeaton.mims@yahoo.com

Antrim, NH
n_bundy@mcttelecom.com

Gilford, NH
lindaterwilliger364@gmail.com

CONCORD, NH
benrkstinson@gmail.com

Canterbury, NH
Bdc7@aol.com

Concord, NH

ehullphd@psychotherapyastransformation.com

Concord, NH
Maura. Willing@Comcast.net

Concord, NH
cbourassa59@gmail.com

Canterbury, NH
dandmhamp38@gmail.com

Concord, NH
melhinebauch@gmail.com

Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

Acworth, NH
cistel79@gmail.com

Concord, NH
ursula.m.maldonado@gmail.com

Concord, NH
lynlin@bluewin.ch

Concord, NH
luis.n.maldonado@outlook.com

Concord, NH
Ipskentstreet@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
russan.chester@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

A Member of the
Public

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Support
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Archived: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 10:18:46 AM
From: Ray Chadwick

Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2022 2:05:08 AM

To: ~House Election Law Committee

Cc: dmc2015@comcast.net; danmeguire@gmail.com
Subject: Granite State Taxpayers Supports HB 1543
Importance: Normal

Election Committee Members

Granite State Taxpayers Supports HB 1543
This bill modifies the voter registration forms and establishes a provisional ballot system.

GST supports revising New Hampshire voter law to make our voting system simple to
understand and execute, resistant to fraud, and available exclusively to bona fide
residents of New Hampshire.

The election strategy that has the least opportunity for fraud is one where:

- individuals themselves, in person, go to a polling place and

- they show proof of identity, citizenship, and residence in New Hampshire in order to
vote.

New Hampshire allows people to register to vote, and vote, without showing proof of
identity, citizenship, or residency. They can do so by filing affidavits where voters self
identify and vote without providing any proof. This ability provides a cleat opportunity for
mischief.

In Massachusetts, if a person won't present proof of residency, they are not allowed to
vote.

HB 1543 provides for a voter registration process where registrants are obliged to provide
documentation of residence in New Hampshire. This was the intent of SB 3, which GST
supported. It provides for information on place of prior registration and authorization for
removal from the voter registration in that place. It requires that the registrant
acknowledge that they are relinquishing their registration and residency in any other
state.

All of those are desirable steps. Issues are that the wording will need work to put it at a
reading comprehension level that can survive legal review. The provisional ballot concept
will require review. Also, a list of acceptable documentation is missing.

For these reasons, although we support many parts of the bill, we think it needs more
work.

Granite State Taxpayers recommends that HB 1153 be held for further review.
Thank you for your attention and for your commitment to the citizens of New Hampshire.
Ray Chadwick, Chairman

Granite State Taxpayers
101 Powder Hill Road
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HB 1543-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION

22-2768
11/04
HOUSE BILL 1543-FN
AN ACT relative to the voter registration process.
SPONSORS: Rep. G. Sanborn, Graf. 6; Rep. Greeson, Graf. 16

COMMITTEE: Election Law

ANALYSIS

This bill modifies the voter registration forms and establishes a provisional ballot system.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struekthrough:|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 1543-FN - AS INTRODUCED
22-2768
11/04

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two
AN ACT relative to the voter registration process.
Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 General Voter Registration; Form. RSA 654:7, III-V are repealed and reenacted to read as
follows:

III. If an applicant is unable to provide the proof of qualifications as required in RSA 654:12,
he or she may register by completing the necessary affidavits, pursuant to RSA 654:12, and
completing the form in subparagraph IV(b). An individual applying for registration as a voter 30 or
fewer days before an election or at the polling place on election day shall use the registration form
required by RSA 654:7. The registration form shall require the voter to identify and provide
evidence of a verifiable action he or she has taken carrying out his or her intent to make the place
claimed on the voter registration form his or her domicile/residence.

IV.(a) Standard registration application forms shall be used throughout the state. The
registration forms shall be no larger than 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of the voter registration to be used for
voter registrations, transfer, or updates, which shall be in substantially the following form:

1. Citizenship Information: If you are not a citizen of the United States: STOP. You are not

eligible to vote.
1.1 US Citizens:
1.1 Last Name:
1.2 First Name:
1.3 Full Middle Name:
1.4 Town or City, State and Zip:
1.5 Birth Date:

2. Naturalized Citizens:

2.1 Name and address of court where naturalized:

2.2 Naturalized citizen date (mm/dd/yyyy):

3. Name Change:

I have legally changed my name
From:

3.1 Last Name:
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3.2 First Name:
3.3 Full Middle Name:

To:

3.4 Last Name:

3.5 First Name:

3.6 Full Middle Name:

3.7 Legal Reference:

4. New Registration:

I am not currently registered to vote in New Hampshire and am registering now as follows:
4.1 Last Name:

4.2 First Name:

4.3 Full Middle Name:

Current domicile/residence address (you may be asked to leave a photocopy of proof of
domicile/residence document attached to this form):

4.4 Street Number and Name:

4.5 City or Town Name:
4.6 Ward Number, if applicable:
4.7 Zip Code:

Actions in New Hampshire that reveal your intent to make a place in New Hampshire you
domicile/residence include, but are not limited to, purchasing or leasing a principal (i.e., primary)
house or apartment, obtaining a resident vehicle registration, placing dependent children in a
publicly funded school, registering to vote, and paying taxes applicable only to residents. See, e.g.,
RSA 21:6, RSA 21:6-a, RSA 259:23, and RSA 654:1.

Mailing Address if different than Domicile/Residence Address:

4.8 Street Number and Name:

4.9 City or Town Name:
4.10 Zip Code:

5. Domicile/Residence Transfer within New Hampshire:

I am currently registered to vote in New Hampshire and have moved my previous

domicile/residence to a new town or ward in New Hampshire. (Initials: )

Previous Domicile/Residence Address:

5.1 Street Number and Name:

5.2 City or Town Name:
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5.3 Ward Number, if applicable:
5.4 Zip Code:

I authorize that my name be removed from the registered voter registration list in the above

immediate past domicile/residence city, ward, or town. (Initials: )

Current New Hampshire Domicile/Residence Address (you may be asked to leave a

photocopy of proof of domicile/residence document attached to this form):

5.5 Street Number and Name:

5.6 City or Town Name:
5.7 Ward Number, if applicable:
5.8 Zip Code:

Mailing Address if Different Than Domicile/Residence Address:
5.9 Street Number and Name:

5.10 City or Town Name:
5.11 Zip Code:

I authorize my address to be changed if the move is within my existing domicile/residence

city, ward, or town. (Initials: )

6. Address Update/Change of Address in Same Town/Ward:

I am currently registered to vote in this town/ward and have changed my domicile/residence

address:

From:

6.1 Street Number and Name:

6.2 City or Town Name:
6.3 Ward Number, if applicable:
6.4 Zip Code:

6.5 I authorize that my name be removed from the registered voter registration list in the

above immediate past domicile/residence city, ward, or town or authorize my address be changed if

my move is within existing domicile/residence city, ward, or town. (Initials: )

To (you may be asked to leave a photocopy of proof of domicile/residence document attached

to this form):

6.6 Street Number and Name:

6.7 City or Town Name:
6.8 Ward Number, if applicable:
6.9 Zip Code:
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Mailing Address if Different than Domicile/Residence Address:
6.10 Last Name:

6.11 First Name:

6.12 Full Middle Name:

6.13 Street Number and Name:

6.14 City or Town Name:
6.15 Zip Code:

7. Applicant Authorizations:
7.1 Party Affiliation OR Unaffiliated:

7.2 Driver's License Number:

Driver's License State:

(You may be asked to leave a photocopy of your driver's license and/or other form of
photo ID attached to this form)

Driver's License Expiration Date (mm/dd/yyyy):

A person who establishes a domicile/residence in New Hampshire and drives in New
Hampshire must obtain a New Hampshire driver's license within 60 days of establishing his or her

domicile/residence. See, e.g., RSA 21:6, RSA 21:6-a, RSA 263:1, and RSA 263:35.

The town clerk shall follow up with the DMV to ensure applicant has acquired a New
Hampshire driver's license after 60 days.

Town Clerk Signature Date

A person who establishes a domicile/residence in New Hampshire and does not drive in
New Hampshire is not required to obtain a New Hampshire driver's license. See, e.g., RSA 259:24,
RSA 259:25, RSA 263:1, and RSA 263:35.

If you establish domicile/residence in New Hampshire, and hold a driver's license from
another state, but do not drive in New Hampshire, you do not have to get a New Hampshire driver's

license.

7.3 If you do not have a valid driver's license, provide the last four digits of your social

security number: (Initials: )

7.4 I am not currently registered to vote in any other place and am today registering to
vote in the city/town of: , New Hampshire.

7.5 Ward Number:

7.6 Last Name:
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7.7 First Name:
7.8 Full Middle Name:

7.9 I understand that to vote in this city/ward/town, I must be at least 18 years of age, 1
must be a United States citizen, and I must be domiciled/resident in this city/ward/town. I
understand that a person can claim only one state and one city/ward/town as his or her
domicile/residence at a time. By registering or voting today, I am acknowledging that I am not
domiciled/resident, or not voting, in any other state or any other city/town.

(Initials: )

7.10 In declaring New Hampshire as my domicile/residence, I realize that I am not
permitted to vote in the state or federal elections in another state. (Initials: )

7.11 If I have any questions as to whether I am entitled to vote in this city/town, I am
aware that a supervisor of the checklist is available to address my concerns. (Initials: )

7.12 T acknowledge that I have read and understand the above qualifications for voting

and do hereby swear, under the penalties for voter fraud, that I am qualified to vote in the above-
state city/ward/town, and, if registering on election day, that I have not voted and will not vote at
any other polling place this election. (Initials: )

7.13 1If this form is used in place of proof of identity, age, or citizenship, I hereby swear
that such information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. This form was executed for
purposes of proving (applicant shall circle yes or no and initial each item):

7.14 Identity: yes/no Initials ( )

7.15 Citizenship: yes/no Initials ( )

7.16 Age: yes/no Initials( )

7.17 In accordance with RSA 659:34, the penalty for knowingly or purposely providing
false information when registering to vote or voting is a class A misdemeanor with a maximum
sentence of imprisonment not to exceed one year and fine not exceed $2,000. Fraudulently
registering to vote or voting is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $5,000.

7.18 Applicant Signature

7.19 Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

8. Vehicle Registrations Reference: New Hampshire Division of Motor Vehicles.

8.1 Once a person has established residency in New Hampshire, he or she has a
maximum of 60 days to register his or her vehicle(s) and obtain a New Hampshire driver's license.

Registering a vehicle in New Hampshire is a two-part process. With the exception of
mopeds, all motor vehicles must being their registration process at the town or city clerk in the town
or city in which they reside. The second part of the process is the state transaction; however, the
town or city clerk may be a municipal agent of the state and may be able to complete the state

transaction part of the registration process for an additional fee.
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Please contact your town or city clerk or tax collector directly to find out if your town or
city allows online registrations or registrations through the mail.
8.2 Does applicant own any motor vehicles subject to New Hampshire vehicle
registration requirements? See New Hampshire DMV for regulations.
YES Initials ( )
NO Initials ( )

If yes, there is a maximum of 60 days to register the vehicle.
8.3 Town Clerk
Ensures follow up with applicant to verify NH registration has been completed or
applicant no longer owns or operates vehicle(s).

Town Clerk initials ( )

8.4 If errors or omissions exist in responses to this form the Town Clerk shall notify the

originator prior to election day.

9 Election Official Signature:

10 Notary Public/Justice of the Peace/Official Signature:
10.1 Date

2 Voter Eligibility; Reference Change. Amend the introduction to RSA 654:2, II(d) to read as

follows:

(d) For the purposes of voter registration under RSA 654:7, [B4e);] an applicant shall
demonstrate an intent to make a place his or her domicile/residence by providing documentation
showing that the applicant has a domicile/residence at the address provided on the voter
registration form. Such documentation may include, but is not limited to:

3 Voter Eligibility; Registration. Amend RSA 654:2, I1I to read as follows:

III. An individual applying for registration as a voter 30 or fewer days before an election or
at the polling place on election day shall use the [eleetion-day| registration form required by RSA
654:7[; which—shallrequire-theappheant—toprovidethedate-heorsheestablivhed-his-orhe

} teHe— ire]. The registration form shall require the voter to identify and
provide evidence of a verifiable action he or she has taken carrying out his or her intent to make the
place claimed on the voter registration form his or her domicile/residence.

4 New Subdivision; Provisional Ballots. Amend RSA 656 by inserting after section 38 the
following new subdivision:
Provisional Ballots
656:38-a Provisional Ballots and Envelopes. For state general elections, state primary elections,

and presidential primary elections, the secretary of state shall prepare sufficient amount of:
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I. Provisional ballots, to be in as nearly as practicable in the same form as the state general
election ballot, except that such ballots shall be specially marked to easily identify such ballots as
provisional. The secretary of state, in determining how to mark such ballots, shall keep the marking
as simple as possible.

II. Provisional ballot envelopes of a size sufficient to hold a provisional ballot without folding
such ballot. Provisional ballot envelopes shall be able to be sealed by the voter, and shall contain a
space on the exterior of the envelope on which the voter shall print his or her name and his or her
domicile/residence address. If the name or address is missing from the outside of the envelope the
ballot is invalid.

5 New Paragraph; Elections; Arrangement of Polling Place; Provisional Voting. Amend RSA
658:9 by inserting after paragraph VII the following new paragraph:

VIII. In addition to the voting booths described in paragraphs II-VI, each polling place shall
have at least one voting booth which is to be used solely for those voters whose registrations have not
been validated at the time of the election and who must therefore cast a provisional ballot.

6 Voting Procedure; Who May Vote. Amend RSA 659:12, II to read as follows:

II. No person whose name is not upon the checklist shall be allowed to vote, unless, in the
opinion of the supervisors of the checklist, it clearly appears that the name of a qualified voter has
been omitted from the checklist by clerical error or mistake or the person registers to vote at the
polling place, in which case such person shall be permitted to cast a provisional ballot in
accordance with RSA 659:12-a.

7 New Section; Voting Procedure; Obtaining a Provisional Ballot. Amend RSA 659 by inserting
after section 12 the following new section:
659:12-a Obtaining a Provisional Ballot.

I. A person who has not previously had his or her registration approved, or who wishes to
register on election day and has completed the registration form required pursuant to RSA 654:7, or
whose name does not appear on the checklist and has completed the registration form required
pursuant to RSA 654:7, shall, before being admitted to the enclosed space within the guardrail, be
asked to present proof of identity in compliance with RSA 659:13, II.

II. If such a voter presents such proof of identity to the ballot clerk, the ballot clerk shall
give the voter one of each provisional ballot to be voted on in that election which shall not be folded.
The ballot clerk shall cause electronic scans of such identification to be retained with the voter's
registration form.

III. If such a voter does not have a valid photo identification, the ballot clerk shall inform
the voter that he or she may execute a challenged voter affidavit in accordance with RSA 659:13. If
the voter executes a challenged voter affidavit, the ballot clerk shall retain copies of such affidavit

and cause them to be filed with the voter's registration.
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IV. Such a voter shall then be allowed to enter the space enclosed by the guardrail to mark
and cast his or her provisional ballot.

8 New Section; Election Procedure; Conduct of Voting; Special Provisions for Provisional Voters.
Amend RSA 659 by inserting after section 26-a the following new section:

659:26-b Special Provisions for Provisional Voting. The provisions of RSA 659:14 through RSA
659:26-a shall apply to voters who vote with a provisional ballot pursuant to RSA 659:12-a, except
that such voters shall:

I. After marking the ballot, shall place the marked ballot into the provisional ballot envelope
and seal such envelope. Such provisional voters shall print their names and domicile/residence in
the space provided on the outside of the envelope.

II. Provide the sealed provisional envelope to the ballot clerks, who shall ensure the
envelope is placed with the voters' registration forms in a secured storage separate from non-
provisionally cast ballots.

9 New Subdivision; Special Provisions for Counting Provisional Ballots. Amend RSA 659 by
inserting after section 69 the following new subdivision:

Special Provisions for Counting Provisional Ballots

659:69-a Special Provisions for Counting Provisional Ballots.

I. Upon close of the polls, the town or city clerk shall cause all registrations and associated
documentation accompanying provisionally cast ballots to be reviewed for completeness and
accuracy.

II. If the town or city clerk determines such registration to be complete and accurate, he or
she shall sign the registration form and place the entire package, consisting of the registration form,
accompanying documentation, and sealed provisional ballot, into a secure container marked
"Approved Provisional Ballots."

IITI. If the town or city clerk determines that such registration is not complete or is
inaccurate, he or she shall stamp the registration form as "non-approved provisional ballot" and
shall place such ballot into a secure container marked "Non-Approved Provisional Ballots."

IV. The container holding all unapproved provisional ballots and related materials shall be
retained and controlled by the town or city clerk.

V. If the margin of victory in any election or question is large enough to prevent a recount
even if all provisional ballots cast were counted, the counting of approved provisional ballots may be
completed within 30 days of the election, provided that if counting of provisional ballots extends
beyond the deadline for creating and submitting an election return pursuant to RSA 659:73, the
moderator shall submit an amended return after the provisional ballots are counted.

VI. If the margin of victory in any election or question is not large enough to prevent a
recount if all provisional ballots cast were counted, the counting of approved provisional ballots shall

be completed within 24 hours.



1

HB 1543-FN - AS INTRODUCED
- Page 9 -

10 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2023.
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HB 1543-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to the voter registration process.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ X ] Local [ 1None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures $0
Increase Increase Increase
Funding Source: [ X] General [ ]Education [ ]Highway [ ]Other
LOCAL:
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures %0
Increase Increase Increase
METHODOLOGY:

This legislation establishes a new voter registration form to be used by all persons registering
to vote in New Hampshire. It also requires that any person who wishes to vote after registering
at a polling place on election day must do so by casting a provisional ballot and establishes

requirements for processing provisional ballots

The Department of State indicates the fiscal impact of this bill will be an indeterminable
increase to State General Fund expenditures. The Department states they will need to design
and print provisional ballots as well as have instructions on how to vote using a provisional
ballot. The Department also indicates extensive training of local election officials and voter

education will be necessary.

The New Hampshire Municipal Association (NHMA) states the fiscal impact of this bill would
be an indeterminable increase in local expenditures. The NHMA notes there would be
significant additional work by elected officials including new voter verification on the new
longer voter form, follow up requirements to ensure applicants have obtained a New Hampshire
driver's license, electronic scanning of identification from provisional ballot voters, a review of
all election-day registration and associated documents at the close of polls and lastly, a

requirement that each polling place have additional voting booths to be used solely by voters




who are casting provisional ballots. The NHMA states the amount of increased expenditures

will vary depending on the municipality and the election.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of State and New Hampshire Municipal Association
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