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February 9, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 1540-FN,

AN ACT relative to recording custodial interrogations.

Having considered the same, and being unable to agree

with the Majority, report with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Chris True

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill as amended would require every law enforcement officer to record by audio and/ or audio
visual means, the questioning associated with a formal arrest or the questioning of an individual
during any restraint on the individual’s freedom. The NH County Attorneys testified that many of
our law enforcement departments do not have the equipment necessary to record, store, and
transmit interrogations as mandated by this bill. The NH County Attorneys testified that their
offices do not have the electronic storage capacity or the personnel to receive, redact, and transmit
the recordings as is required by the criminal discovery rules. The minority does not accept the
argument that these mandates probably won’t cost that much, therefore it is not in violation of the
NH Constitution. The minority believes that since these mandated responsibilities are not fully
funded by the state that the bill is in violation of the NH Constitution Part First, Article 28-a.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1540-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to recording custodial interrogations.

DATE: February 9, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Welch Seconded by Rep. Bordenet AM Vote: 16-3

Amendment # 2022-0616h

Moved by Rep. Welch Seconded by Rep. Bordenet Vote: 13-6

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Scott Wallace, Clerk















HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1540-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to recording custodial interrogations.

DATE: February 9, 2022

LOB ROOM: 204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 9:00am

Time Adjourned: 9:42am

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Roy, Wallace, Welch, Burt, Hopper, Green, Testerman,
True, Pratt, Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet, Meuse, R.
Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Conley, Bradley and Espitia

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Welch
 Introduced the bill and amendment - Supports

Buzz Schere
 Speaks to the amendment - Supports

Cynthia Moussfau - New England Innocence Project
 Supports

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Scott Wallace

Rep. Welch Rep. Wall Rep. Burt
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House Remote Testify

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Testify List for Bill HB1540 on 2022-01-14 
Support: 1    Oppose: 10    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying

Non-
Germane Signed Up

Bryfonski, John Bedford Police, NH
jbryfonski@bedfordnh.org

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/11/2022 12:58 PM

Horganc, Kate Concord, NH
khorgan@dupontgroup.com

A Lobbyist NH Association of Counties Oppose No No 1/12/2022 3:10 PM

Mousseau, Cynthia Henniker, NH
cmousseau@newenglandinnocence.org

A Member of the
Public

New England Innocence Project Support No No 1/13/2022 4:11 PM

knaack, frank Concord, NH
fknaack@aclu-nh.org

A Lobbyist ACLU of New Hampshire Support No No 1/14/2022 1:25 PM
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