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February 23, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 1512-FN,

AN ACT relative to the parole of certain prisoners.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Terry Roy

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The majority of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee, after having heard testimony
from various witnesses, concluded that this bill should be found inexpedient to legislate. The
majority found that the changes to the parole system proposed in the bill would have a detrimental
effect on both the Courts and the Parole Board, possibly causing an extended backlog and delays in
parole hearings which would achieve the very opposite effect of the bill's goal. Further, the bill does
not contemplate the negative impact on victims and their families, who would for all intents and
purposes, be required to re-live the original trial of the convicted, even though they were sentenced
to life without parole.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 1512-FN

Title: relative to the parole of certain prisoners.

Date: February 23, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 12-8.

Rep. Terry Roy
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 1512-FN, relative to the parole of certain prisoners. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Terry Roy for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The majority of the Criminal
Justice and Public Safety Committee, after having heard testimony from various witnesses,
concluded that this bill should be found inexpedient to legislate. The majority found that the changes
to the parole system proposed in the bill would have a detrimental effect on both the Courts and the
Parole Board, possibly causing an extended backlog and delays in parole hearings which would
achieve the very opposite effect of the bill's goal. Further, the bill does not contemplate the negative
impact on victims and their families, who would for all intents and purposes, be required to re-live
the original trial of the convicted, even though they were sentenced to life without parole. Vote 12-
8.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 23, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 1512-FN,

AN ACT relative to the parole of certain prisoners.

Having considered the same, and being unable to agree

with the Majority, report with the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The minority of the committee, believe that this is a good bill.  It adds a paragraph in RSA 651-A:6
inserting after paragraph IV: V.(a) "The commissioner shall grant a parole hearing to any person
who has been incarcerated in a state correctional facility for at least 25 years.  The commissioner
shall schedule such hearings as soon as practicable after the prisoner reaches his or her 25th year of
incarceration." It is not retroactive to capital murder or those convicted of murder.  For far too long
we have ignored the facts listed in the bill in section one paragraphs one through ten.  We must
begin to repeal laws that imprison with the old mentality of "lock them up and throw away the key,"
and that men and women are incapable of rehabilitation.  Statistics show persons convicted of
violent offenses are among those with the lowest recidivism rates. It also shows that nearly 40% of
people serving the longest prison terms were incarcerated prior to age 25 and that people age out of
violence. It also shows that a significant proportion of people who have committed violent crimes
have been victims of crime or serious trauma themselves. As a state we must start to address the
total person. Yes punishment, however, we must invest in prevention and rehabilitation rather than
incarceration.  Today in NH it costs $54,386 a year to house an inmate, that does not include
medical.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 1512-FN

Title: relative to the parole of certain prisoners.

Date: February 23, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright
FOR THE MINORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 1512-FN, relative to the parole of certain prisoners. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The minority
of the committee, believe that this is a good bill.  It adds a paragraph in RSA 651-A:6 inserting after
paragraph IV: V.(a) "The commissioner shall grant a parole hearing to any person who has been
incarcerated in a state correctional facility for at least 25 years.  The commissioner shall schedule
such hearings as soon as practicable after the prisoner reaches his or her 25th year of incarceration."
It is not retroactive to capital murder or those convicted of murder.  For far too long we have ignored
the facts listed in the bill in section one paragraphs one through ten.  We must begin to repeal laws
that imprison with the old mentality of "lock them up and throw away the key," and that men and
women are incapable of rehabilitation.  Statistics show persons convicted of violent offenses are
among those with the lowest recidivism rates. It also shows that nearly 40% of people serving the
longest prison terms were incarcerated prior to age 25 and that people age out of violence. It also
shows that a significant proportion of people who have committed violent crimes have been victims
of crime or serious trauma themselves. As a state we must start to address the total person. Yes
punishment, however, we must invest in prevention and rehabilitation rather than incarceration. 
Today in NH it costs $54,386 a year to house an inmate, that does not include medical.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1512-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the parole of certain prisoners.

DATE: February 23, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Roy Seconded by Rep. Conley Vote: 12-8

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Scott Wallace, Clerk









HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1512-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the parole of certain prisoners.

DATE: February 9, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 4:05 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 4:47 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Roy, Wallace, Welch, Burt, Green, Testerman, True,
Pratt, Marston, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet, Meuse, R. Newman, Amanda Bouldin,
Conley and Bradley, Lynn, Schultz, S.Newman

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Theberge- Introduces Bill - supports

Jeff Strelzin, Attorney General Office - opposes

Jennifer Sargent, NH Adult Parole Board - opposes

Helen Hanks, NH DOC - opposes

Jean Fye, Self - supports

*Russell Roy, Self - supports

Respectfully submitted,

Scott Wallace, Clerk

Rep. Abramson Rep. Adjutant





House Remote Testify

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Testify List for Bill HB1512 on 2022-02-09 
Support: 4    Oppose: 3    Neutral: 1    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Karamanoogian, Kori Bedford, NH
knkaramanoogian@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/4/2022 10:39 AM

Taber, Stephanie Argos, IN
Staber8@gmail.com

A Member of the Public A resident of New Hampshire Support No No 2/4/2022 10:44 AM

smith, jennifer Pembroke, NH
jaycmd7699@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/5/2022 5:48 PM

Lucas, Janet Campton, NH
janluca1953@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Neutral No No 2/7/2022 7:21 AM

Bryfonski, John Bedford, NH
jbryfonski@bedfordnh.org

A Member of the Public Myself and Bedford Police Oppose No No 2/8/2022 6:13 PM

Lord, Brian Deering, NH
blord@antrimpolice.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2022 9:13 AM

Goldstein, David Auburn, NH
dgoldstein@franklinnh.org

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 2/9/2022 11:38 AM

Roy, Russell Manchester, NH
russ.roy1@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 2/9/2022 8:58 PM
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