REGULAR CALENDAR

February 3, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred HB 1490-FN,

AN ACT relative to equal access to places of public
accommodation regardless of vaccination status.
Having considered the same, report the same with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Kurt Wuelper

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: HB 1490-FN

Title: relative to equal access to places of public
accommodation regardless of vaccination
status.

Date: February 3, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill ensures equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination status. It
also provides no one should be denied access to public accommodation because the person refuses to
use a medical device. The majority believes that one’s vaccination status is and should be protected
private information. Similarly, no one should be required to use any medical device simply to buy
groceries, take a bus, or attend a public event. The committee rejected establishing similar
protection across the board and focused on this narrower area. We believe discrimination on these
bases significantly reduces the natural rights of our people, but in areas like employment or
education there could be valid reasons for requiring vaccination for the protection of others. The
majority recognizes these areas are matters of individual choice and believe they follow a rationale
similar to what we used to protect sexual orientation or gender identity.

Vote 11-10.

Rep. Kurt Wuelper
FOR THE MAJORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




REGULAR CALENDAR

Judiciary
HB 1490-FN, relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination
status. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Kurt Wuelper for the Majority of Judiciary. This bill ensures equal access to places of public
accommodation regardless of vaccination status. It also provides no one should be denied access to
public accommodation because the person refuses to use a medical device. The majority believes
that one’s vaccination status is and should be protected private information. Similarly, no one
should be required to use any medical device simply to buy groceries, take a bus, or attend a public
event. The committee rejected establishing similar protection across the board and focused on this
narrower area. We believe discrimination on these bases significantly reduces the natural rights of
our people, but in areas like employment or education there could be valid reasons for requiring
vaccination for the protection of others. The majority recognizes these areas are matters of
individual choice and believe they follow a rationale similar to what we used to protect sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Vote 11-10.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



REGULAR CALENDAR

February 3, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Judiciary to which

was referred HB 1490-FN,

AN ACT relative to equal access to places of public
accommodation regardless of vaccination status.
Having considered the same, and being unable to agree

with the Majority, report with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark Paige

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: HB 1490-FN

Title: relative to equal access to places of public
accommodation regardless of vaccination
status.

Date: February 3, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would create an additional class (“vaccination status”) deserving protection under RSA 354-
A:16. Currently, RSA 354-A:16 prohibits discrimination against certain protected classes in places
of public accommodation. These classes include race, age, sex, creed, and religion, among others
that, unfortunately, have faced a long history of discrimination. The minority believes that the
reasons giving rise to the current list of classes protected are substantially distinguishable from the
reasons proffered to extend that list to include “vaccination status.” Moreover, it is important to
note that the legislature enacted RSA Chapter 354-A (the state’s anti-discrimination statutes) under
the state’s police power to ensure the public’s welfare, health, and safety. Including “vaccination
status” as a protected class for purposes of access to public accommodations (including health care
providers) would threaten public health, rather than protect it. For example, the New Hampshire
Hospital Association testified at hearing that a vaccine requirement is an essential tool to protect
their employees and patients against COVID-19. Other employers and businesses across the state
should be able to protect their employees and patrons from potentially lethal diseases, such as
COVID-19. Finally, the bill also prohibits a place of public accommodation from discriminating
against a person for refusal to use a “medical device.” The term “medical device” is too vague, and its
meaning will have to be sorted out through costly litigation.

Rep. Mark Paige
FOR THE MINORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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Judiciary

HB 1490-FN, relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination
status. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark Paige for the Minority of Judiciary. This bill would create an additional class
(“vaccination status”) deserving protection under RSA 354-A:16. Currently, RSA 354-A:16 prohibits
discrimination against certain protected classes in places of public accommodation. These classes
include race, age, sex, creed, and religion, among others that, unfortunately, have faced a long
history of discrimination. The minority believes that the reasons giving rise to the current list of
classes protected are substantially distinguishable from the reasons proffered to extend that list to
include “vaccination status.” Moreover, it is important to note that the legislature enacted RSA
Chapter 354-A (the state’s anti-discrimination statutes) under the state’s police power to ensure the
public’s welfare, health, and safety. Including “vaccination status” as a protected class for purposes
of access to public accommodations (including health care providers) would threaten public health,
rather than protect it. For example, the New Hampshire Hospital Association testified at hearing
that a vaccine requirement is an essential tool to protect their employees and patients against
COVID-19. Other employers and businesses across the state should be able to protect their
employees and patrons from potentially lethal diseases, such as COVID-19. Finally, the bill also
prohibits a place of public accommodation from discriminating against a person for refusal to use a
“medical device.” The term “medical device” is too vague, and its meaning will have to be sorted out
through costly litigation.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1490-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of
vaccination status.

DATE: February 3, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Wuelper Seconded by Rep. Sylvia Vote: 11-10

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1490-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of
vaccination status

DATE: 1-26-22

LOB ROOM:206/8 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:30 AM
Time Adjourned: 11:57 AM

Committee Members: Reps. Gordon, McLean, Wuelper, Sylvia, Alexander Jx., Notter,
Mexner, Greene, D—Kelley, Andrus, Trottier, M. Smith, Bexch; Horrigan, DiLorenzo, Chase,
Kenney, Langley, MeBeath, Paige and Simpson

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Comtois, Belk. 7; Rep. Kofalt, Hills. 4; Rep. Hough, Belk. 3

TESTIMONY

*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep Comtois Sponsor Support RSA 354 deals with Human Rights and laws against
discrimination. Civil rights are a class of law that protect one’s entitlement to participate in society
without discrimination. All people are created equal and discrimination of any kind should not be
tolerated based on one’s beliefs. We have HIPPA statutes protecting medical information, but people
are being discriminated against for not taking a shot.

Q Horrigan: Is a civil right to spread a disease?

Ans: No. Does it happen? All the time. We don’t discriminate against people for spreading STDs or
other diseases, and we shouldn’t.

Q Do you feel people have the right to endanger others?

Ans: I think people have the right to protect themselves.

Q Chase: How would we be endangering others by not getting the vaccine?

Ans: My sister died of a massive heart attack just after getting the vaccine. There are other known
serious effects. We should have bodily integrity. There are ways to protect yourself as you are by
wearing a mask. That is a choice.

Q Langley: How do you define a medical device?

Ans: It could be anything used to protect one’s health, but we shouldn’t be forcing people to wear
something that could cause them extreme harm.

Q Kenney: Would you share the studies you reference with the committee?

Ans: I will see what I can do.

Q: Smith: Did they come from your County medical officials?

Ans: not sure.

Q Chase: the bill is about not allowing people to go places because of vaccine status, isn’t it?

Ans: Yes, and we have laws to protect medical information, but we are making exceptions for a
certain disease.

Q Gordon: You are addressing specifically public accommodation?

Ans: Yes.

Q Why did you pick public accommodation, vice vaccination status?

Ans: Because I have constituents that were prohibited from going to places, they had gone for
decades because of the vaccine mandates.

Q Public accommodation is defined in the law. Do you intend this to be broader than the legal
definition?

Ans: Yes



*Kathy Bizarro-Thunberg Exec Dir NH Hospital Association Opposed We have the
same objection to this bill we had to HB 1260 a few minutes ago. Enacting laws like this will simply
add to confusion and conflict between employers and employees.

We don’t think volitional choices should be part of the law. HIPPA is being misapplied by the
sponsor.

Q Simpson: Have you talked through people who are immunocompromised and can’t take the
vaccine?

Ans: Yes, there are many mitigation efforts that could be used.

Q Sylvia: Does the Association think patients should be vaccinated before getting treatment?
Ans: No.

Q You want to protect your workers who are almost 100% vaccinated. What danger does an
unvaccinated person pose?

Ans: we require anyone who enters the hospital to wear a mask and it is our right to do so,

Rosasan Chester Self Support I developed Bell’s Palsy after a previous vaccination.
Failing to pass this bill would discriminate against me. I can’t take this vaccine because we don’t
know all the ingredients. I refuse to take any such shot. The CDC recognized the vaccine will not
prevent Covid. I had Covid and I shouldn’t be discriminated against because I won’t take the shots. I
have been denied my religious and my medical exemption by a company in Massachusetts.

Q Smith: This bill deals only with public accommodations while your concerns are different?

Ans: I was in another hearing for your first bill. My doctor will not provide me an exemption because
she is afraid oflosing her license. That is not acceptable. The money being made on our backs
shouldn’t be driving our individual actions.

Q: can you provide the studies you mention?

Ans: I will send information to you.

Q Horrigan: Would you tell us more details of your story?

Ans: The private non-profit refused my application because I couldn’t get a note from my doctor
despite my showing them, I was vaccine injured.

Q DiLorenzo: What about you getting Bell's Palsy?

Ans: I was a social worker and got a flu shot. I knew that was a possible side effect. For some reason,
seven of us, who all had gotten flu shots before, got Bell’s Palsy. I've had the flu shot since. I am very
careful about the ingredients of any shot I take.

Rep Harvey-Bolia  Self Supportfor The way vaccination status gets known is vaccinated
people announce they are vaccinated. It becomes obvious who hasn’t been vaccinated. This leads to
discrimination against those who fail to say when they were vaccinated and that should not be.

Ahni Malachi Exec Dir Human Rights Commission Information only Public
accommodation is any Inn/tavern or Hotel...Restaurant; bath house; store; and does not include any
thing distinctly private. The right to refuse medical treatment is well established, but with the broad
definition of “medical device”, we think the definition in this bill needs to be clarified. The business
should be able to implement some sort of reasonable accommodation if one can’t comply with a
mandate.

Q Smith: Does that definition include a public institution of education be included as a public
accommodation?

Ans: No.

Q Gordon: Would this apply to customers or employers?

Ans: It is focused on public accommodations.

Q DiLorenzo: Could a restaurant using open flame cooking deny access to one wearing an Oxygen
tank?

Ans: We would have to look at it closely. It would depend on the details-could they be seated away
from the flames, etc.? The specific circumstances would drive our actions.

Q Chase: The bill says ‘equal access’, could some accommodation be allowed to meet the law?

Ans: Maybe. I would have to have that vetted by a legal expert, considering the laws and our past
practices and interpretations.



Q Sylvia: Can one file suit about discrimination directly in Court?

Ans: One must start with the Commission but can move to the court later. In Education the
complainant has smore choices.

Q Horrigan: Is PPE part of the definition of medical device?

Ans: I read from the formal definition. We would have to investigate the extent of previous
interpretation, etc.

Q Gordon: Does access mean physical access or access to services?

Q Good question. I am unsure. One might have physical access without full access to the service or
experience.

Q Access to the hospital: does that ensure access to their services?

Ans: I would want to look into that. It could depend on the business and its services.

Victoria Gulla Self & Family Support I have lung damage from limited mask
wearing and I have a son with Turret’s syndrome. He goes through different ticks. Now he is
chewing. These ticks come from anxiety. Mask wearing makes him want to touch his face, mooting
the effectiveness of the mask. For this reason, I won’t make him wear a mask. He is being denied a
public education at a Charter school. Hospitals are leading the discrimination and disinformation.
Places re forcing you to wear these things that have no value. We shouldn’t be discriminated against
because we can’t comply with these mandates. I am being prevented from officiating at ski races
because I would have to be the ‘mask police’. They are discriminating against healthy people. This is
a steppingstone to put the people of NH into a system that will lead to social scoring system similar
to what is being used in China. I have been prevented from shopping in a store and from taking a ski
lift because I can’t wear a mask.

Dr. Gary York Support This really is about discrimination. Could a venue
create a special place for those without vaccine passports? Wouldn’t that be ‘Separate and Equal’
that long decried practice? As an unvaccinated physician, I have no special ability to infect others
The vaccinated have the same viral load as the unvaccinated. This is not a ‘pandemic of the
unvaccinated’. A family member was forced to leave his job because he wouldn’t wear a mask. Mask
mandates create a special class of people and discriminate against the unvaccinated.

e

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk
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HB 1490 Testimony

We support the following bills:

HB 1604 — supports medical freedom re: immunizations for employees of governmental nursing
homes, hospitals and medical facilities.

HB 1425 — regarding the taking of private property during a state of emergency.

HB 1490 — allows equal access to public places regardless of vaccine status.

We look forward to your “Yes” votes on these bills.

Thank you,

Gregory and Janis Anthes
103 Meaderboro Road
New Durham, NH 03855
603-859-1118



Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:51 AM

From: Ann B

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 5:37:01 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support & Protect Medical freedom as acivil right
Importance: Normal

To the House Judiciary Committee,

| ask you to support bill HB 1260 and HB 1490.

Thank you for standing for freedom of choice um
Ann Bishop

Littleton NH


mailto:afrostyjava17@gmail.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:47 AM
From: Anthony Ferrantello

Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 4:58:24 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support for HB 1490

Importance: Normal

Relative to equal accessto places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination status, this
bill would give a person’s "vaccination status" or masking choice a protected status in the state's
civil rights law. | support this Bill and request support for HB 1490.

Thank Y ou,
Anthony Ferrantello
Keene, NH


mailto:ajfnino@gmail.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:10 AM
From: Ashley

Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2022 5:23:18 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Importance: Normal

Good afternoon,

My name is Ashley. | am a resident of Rollinsford, NH and a mother of 3 children. | am reaching out to you
to ask that you support HB 1490.

Sent from Mail for Windows


mailto:country.amrl.girls@gmail.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:07 AM
From: Carolyn McKinney

Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2022 11:28:12 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support HB1260 and HB1490
Importance: Normal

Dear Honorable Representatives,

| urge you to support HB1260 and HB1490. Bodily autonomy, and therefore medical freedom, are
essential natural rights that should not be infringed upon by any entity — government or corporate.
It isthe duty of our elected officials, through the law, to protect the Rights of the People against
abuse. Government is not the source of our rights, but it is formed primarily to protect them.

Thank you,
Carolyn McKinney
Amherst, NH


mailto:carolyn.mckinney@gmail.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:50 AM
From: Cheryl A. Lamoureux

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 9:36:09 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support HB1260 and HB1490

I mportance: Normal

Please support HB1260 and HB 1490
Whatever happened to HiPPA? Our health records should not be public record . To think that our
information would be safe in a government data base is naive at best.

Let's get back to Live Free or Die!

Cheryl Lamoureux


mailto:cheryll64@comcast.net
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:06 AM
From: Chloe

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 2:44:53 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: HB1260 and HB1490

I mportance: Normal

Please support bills 1260 and 1490 to protect citizens and their vaccination status and protect people from
mask discrimination. Vaccine manufacturers have 0 liability for their products. It cannot be mandatory.
Would you give auto manufacturers 100% protection from liability? Then force people to drive their death
traps?

Chloe Sowers
Manchester ward 11

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:starrychloe@oliveyou.net
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:46 AM

From: Christine Macpherson

Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2022 9:19:21 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: No Vacancy for the Unvaccinated?! Please Support 1490-FN!
Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members and Fellow Citizens,

We are copying/indenting below much of the written testimony submitted for HB1260 that
you just received via email.

It's the same testimony because it is the same issue. It's a fundamental issue of basic
human dignity and rights. Is being denied entry to a hotel where our family may need to
sleep, shelter, or vacation quite as bad as missing out on The Smithsonian or the historic
sites of Boston? | guess that depends on your perspective. But it's absolutely,
fundamentally the same issue. What's next, gas stations for the vaccinated only?
Hospitals? Kwik-E Marts?

We recognize the idea that the state should decide for a private business owner is prickly
for many. However, we are talking about businesses that provide a priority service of
shelter, rest, retreat, or in many cases, temporary safe dwelling. Without equal rights of
accommodation, we are talking about impeding people from ever traveling beyond their
own towns in the State of NH, because there is no where for them to stay besides their
own homes.

Recall again that COVID-19 vaccines do not prevent transmission of or infection with the
virus. Supporting this bill does not impede on a businesses right to operate as they see fit
to protect the health of their residents. All it does it impede on is their ability to
discriminate and exclude based on misinformation or fear.

Recall too that all sorts of public health risks take place in hotels right now—unsafe sex,
IV and other drug use, smoking, alcohol abuse, verbal, mental and physical abuse,
human trafficking, lice, strep, flu-spreading, bedbugs, gross little potential deadly hairs
from strangers in the sink drain—we could go on.

Is it within the proprietors’ rights to ban people who might do/have these things, based on
zero evidence indicating they will, from staying on the premises?

Allowing conditional rights to be established based on immunization status should never
be considered. In fact, is has not been considered in any meaningful way, but instead just
rolled out across this country as if it were nothing significant. Pay to play, or lose. And lose
more than a lot.

No U.S. Citizen, N.H. Citizen or Resident, nor Human Being on this planet should ever be
subjected to fear of, or actual loss of, freedoms, privacy, income, access to venues,
markets, etc., and the very ability to engage in society due to their medical choices or
medical conditions.

Our family moved to NH last summer as a direct result of this type of tyranny. We can tell
you from personal experience how absolutely terrifying and stunning it was to suddenly
lose everything we had worked for because the state decided they could make a blanket
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medical decision on behalf of the entire populace. In addition to the many other disastrous
consequences of the state's decisions, we were forced to explain to our children why they
were suddenly outcasted members of society. | believe many NH families have faced the
same this year as COVID vaccines mandates have spread.

As these conversations have unfortunately continued this year throughout the COVID
pandemic; our son says often he’'d like to travel to another country, or see a big concert
but knows he won'’t be able to because he’s not vaccinated for COVID. Our high-school-
aged daughter wonders which colleges she will be eligible to apply to? Even if she can
choose freely, are they in towns that will welcome her and allow her to enjoy social
activities with her friends?

Professionally, as adults, we have been forced to consider that, in addition to educational
rights, we may lose the right to earn an income, take a trip to see family, enter the nursing
home where our mother resides, or any other myriad of freedoms.

Our family is currently essentially banned from enjoying much of anything to enjoy in the
United States cities of: New York City, Boston, Minneapolis/St. Paul, Los Angeles, Salem,
MA, Washington DC, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. We are likely missing some
additional locations—as the list grows longer, our sense of doom, exclusion, and fear for
our children’s future increases and we begin to lose track of some of the details—but the
message of where we now stand could not be any clearer.

Do you have any idea how it feels to know your children will potentially never see the
historical collections in Boston or experience the museums of New York City? Never eat
real NY Pizza in a restaurant, or see a rock concert in San Francisco? Despite the fact
that a mere six months ago they could have? It feels like a G-damn nightmare that will
never end. It feels like our entire connection to story and collective artifacts and
generational experiences, and identities as Americans--born here because our
grandparents and great-grandparents came here for more freedom--has been severed.
But not by choice. Without an ounce of ceremony or even public debate, this was taken
from us. So fast, most days we aren’t even fully able to process it.

We are among a group of “refugees” who have fled to NH in the last two years for
something very simple and which many of us perhaps took for granted—freedom.

Anyone who cannot see that as a nation have sped toward creating an entirely second-
class of citizens based on one criteria; with many of our fellow citizens gleefully willing to
circumvent their own rights along with others for an easy solution to a complex
problem—is just plain blind.

In so many ways, and for so many people, the protected class status tied to
immunization status is now absolutely required.

We know we can do better than this as Americans, and we believe NH has the right
leaders to make sure we do. Being proactive about this matter couldn't be anymore
essential than it is at this moment. Clearly we are in the process of losing this battle in
multiple states across the US right now. Do not let NH fall! Please miss this opportunity to
protection under the law for our family and so many others in NH.

Thank you to the authors and sponsors of this bill and to all who vote to support it. To
those who do not, | hope you consider what you would say to our family in person and
how ethically and morally you could justify looking us in the eye and uttering any such
explanation. (This time around, imagine us exhausted, dirty, and unable to safely drive
any longer, as we arrive at the Comfort Inn, attempting to check in with our beautiful,
healthy children.)



Sincerely, as fellow citizens of a once free country,
John A. Gieschen, Jr. and Christine Macpherson
Chesterfield

Sent from Mail for Windows



Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:49 AM
From: Christy Lavigne

Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 9:48:33 AM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Please Support 1260 and 1490
Importance: Normal

Please support HB 1260 and HB 1490

Thank you!

Christy Lavigne

29 Veterans Terrace
Somersworth NH
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:46 AM
From: Danielle Snow

Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2022 12:46:07 PM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support HB 1260 & HB 1490

I mportance: Normal

Sent from my iPhone
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:09 AM
From: Dianne

Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2022 5:54:32 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: SUPPORT — HB 1490,

I mportance: Normal

Vaccination status should not be required for entry to places or to be able to conduct your life.

Dianne Vogt
Dover

Sent from my iPad
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:06 AM
From: eileenenadeau

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 3:34:55 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: HB 1260 and HB 1490

Importance: Normal

| am asking you to support these two bill. Please protect our rights.
Thank you,

Eileene Nadeau

Dover, NH. 03820

Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:47 AM

From: Fumio Taku

Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 7:16:23 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support HB1260, 1490. Protect our medical freedom
I mportance: Normal

NH House Judiciary Committee.
| ask you to support HB1260 and 1940 for the protection of our citizens’ medical freedom.

Thank you
Fumio Taku
Hudson, NH
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:47 AM
From: Kathy Mayo

Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 2:16:57 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support HB1490

Importance: Normal

Hello — I want my vaccination status and masking choice a protected status — please support this bill.
Thank you

Sent from Mail for Windows
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:06 AM
From: michele joyce

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 2:17:06 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Support HB1260 and HB1490
Importance: Normal

I'm writing in support of both of these bills.

We need to protect the citizens in NH.

This whole debacle has become truly frightening.

Please stand with medical freedom for EVERYONE in NH!
Michele Joyce

Bath, NH
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New
Hampshire
Hospi
Association

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
Wednesday, January 26, 2022

HB 1490-FN — Relative to Equal Access to Places of Public Accommodation Regardless of
Vaccination Status

Testimony

Good morning, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. My name is Kathy Bizarro-
Thunberg, Executive Vice President with the New Hampshire Hospital Association (NHHA),
representing all 26 of the state’s community hospitals as well as all specialty hospitals.

The NHHA is opposed to HB 1490-FN. The bill before you would provide that an individual shall
not be denied access to places of public accommodation based on vaccination status or the
decision not to use a medical device.

We do not believe it is appropriate to include “vaccination status” as a protected class under
the State Commission for Human Rights. This committee just heard a similar bill, HB 1260 as
well as a bill last week, HB 1519, which we also testified in opposition. This bill as well as other
bills before this committee, attempts to insert additional “classes” into the statute that protects
individuals from discrimination. It is our position that adding these additional “classes” is not
appropriate and not the intention of our anti-discrimination laws. We believe all these bills are
focused on, without explicitly stating such, an attempt to insert vague language into the statute
against the COVID-19 vaccine or other public health measures such as masks. We are also
concerned that the term “medical device” in this bill is vague and misleading, especially if the
intent is really focused on masks. The result of all these bills will just lead to lawsuits and
further confusion among employers, employees, and patrons of public establishments.

It is NHHA’s position that employers, and any business open to the public, have the right to
determine what is best for their employees, their clients, patients, and/or patrons. Requiring
vaccinations of healthcare workers from communicable diseases is not new for hospitals in New
Hampshire. Hospitals have required vaccination against several communicable and deadly
diseases such as mumps, measles, rubella, chicken pox, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, and
influenza as a condition of employment, with the same type of medical and religious
exemptions allowed for COVID-19 vaccines. We believe requiring vaccinations is absolutely the
right thing to do for the health and safety of our patients, our staff, and the citizens of New
Hampshire. The vast majority of hospital staff have been vaccinated against COVID-19 or have
received exemptions, and we’ve heard from many healthcare workers who support the vaccine
requirement to protect their health and that of their patients.



We are opposed to HB 1490-FN, and we urge the committee to find this bill Inexpedient to
Legislate. Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments on HB 1490-FN.



Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:11 AM
From: NinaPKelly

Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2022 4:29:19 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: HB 1490

Importance: Normal

Dear Honorable Representatives:
We are respectfully requesting support of the above-referenced bill, which we understand
is scheduled to be heard Wednesday, January 26, 2022.

It is our understanding that the bill would prohibit discrimination based on vaccination
status/refusal to use medical device in public places, and we heartily support this action.

We strongly believe in citizens being entitled to the privacy of their medical information,
and the freedom to make such choice under the umbrella of the Constitution.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of supporting this very important bill, and
thank you as well for your service to the citizens of this great state!

Most sincerely,

Jim & Nina Kelly
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January 23, 2022

Dear Committee Members, | have been a practicing physician in NH for close to 33 years. After 2 years
this pandemic has cost too much in time loss, medical expense, decreased socialization, illness and
especially deaths. 2135 NH residents are dead secondary to Covid. It is hard to understand how this
severe public health problem has become politicized into an issue about individual rights. What about
the right to not become infected? When there are times that citizens come together in public their
masking and vaccination status needs to be verified to slow the spread of this virus. Other states have
shown this can be performed effectively. Please help make NH safe so someday soon we can have a
semblance of normal. Thank you for your attention to this matter to decrease illness and death in our
wonderful state. Sincerely, David Lewis, D.O. Bedford, N.H.



John M. Maull, MD
21 Colonial Way
Exeter, NH 03833

January 23, 2022

Re: HB1490
Dear Person,

As a New Hampshire physician, | want to express my opposition to HB1490. We are in the midst of a viral pandemic
where a life threatening illness is spread by respiratory particles and many NH residents, including myself, have been
sickened by this virus. 2,100 NH residents have died. It is proven that immunizations and wearing of masks decrease the
spread of the virus and the severity of illness in those who become infected. If a public place (library, town hall, school,
hospital, restaurant, theater) decides that the best interest of the facility and its employees and customers requires
vaccination and/or masks, the legislature should not stand in the way. Many NH residents (my friends and patients) are
stuck at home, unable or very hesitant to visit the grocery store, library and even the hospital due to concerns of
exposure to COVID. These people are deprived of safe access to essential services by the danger of infection. The
hospitals are full to overflowing with COVID patients. Sick patients who otherwise would be admitted are sent home for
lack of beds. Patients with non-emergency surgeries are delayed (this includes patients with serious cancers).

We have to do everything we can to protect NH residents from COVID (and the next pandemic virus that will surely
come along). We should not obstruct proven public health measures to protect the public, our economy and our way of
life.

While requirements for masks and vaccination my impair the ability of some individuals to enter a facility, the increased
risk of contracting COVID in a facility that does not require masks and vaccinations would keep a larger number of users
from using the facility. As an example, our church is an older congregation and our numbers are down during the
pandemic, but many still come as we require masks. Far fewer would be able to attend services is we did not require
masks. The Portsmouth Music Hall requires masks and vaccination for staff and patrons. This has allowed the Music Hall
to fill the house for concerts. Our community chorus has been able to continue safely with the requirement of
immunizations and masks.

In general, the legislature should avoid creating legislation that impairs our ability to fight this and the next pandemic,
which could be far worse. | see legislatures around the country tying the hands of their public health officials as well as
elected officials and this is a dangerous process. We need to be able to address this and future pandemics in an effective
manner.

Sincerely,

John Maull, MD



We had a federal agency (OSHA) that had previously overstepped its authority to require employees of
businesses of 100 people or more to be vaccinated. Later, the federal vaccine mandate have been
found unconstitutional.

We currently have many businesses still requiring masks for entry, i.e. dentists offices, optometrists, etc.
This restricts access for anyone not wearing a mask. For those with medical conditions that prevent
mask wearing, this is untenable.

We need protections from current and future assaults on our civil rights.

Last time | checked, my body, my choice. Also note, our rights our God-given, not government given:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,

With all we know now about these covid vaccines' side effects up to and including death, and they don't
even work, i.e. stop the contracting of Covid19, do you really want to come on the side of history that
forces citizens into taking them????

The covid virus is micron in size, where most masks are around 80 microns in size, therefore no
protection from a virus, yet some institutions still require then for their staff and people who come into

their businesses.

We need to restore the rule of law that protects individual’s right to make their own health care
decisions, including whether or not to take a vaccine, and whether or not to wear a mask.

thanks for your consideration in this matter.

JR
NH
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If people are vaccinated and or masked, then people who choose not to be vaccinated for personal,
medical, religious or any other reason should not be discriminated against particularly if the only reason
is the vaccinated and or masked person is in fear of getting infected by an unvaccinated person. That
person should exercise their right to stay home.



Reasons why | support HB 1490

For no reason should a person be segregated from society, including vaccine status or masking
choice. These choices need to be protected within the States Civil Rights.



18 Emerson Street
Plymouth, NH 03264

January 25,2022

To: House Judiciary Committee:

Re: Opposition to HB 1490

Honorable Representatives:
Thank you for your service to our great State.

As a pediatrician who has practiced in NH with public health expertise, | want to express my strongest
opposition to HB 1490.

1 Equal Access to Public Accommodations a Civil Right. Amend RSA 354-A:16 to read as
follows:

354-A:16 Equal Access to Public Accommodations a Civil Right. The opportunity for every
individual to have equal access to places of public accommodation without discrimination
because of age, sex, gender identity, race, creed, color, marital status, physical or mental
disability, vaccination status, or national origin is hereby recognized and declared to be a
civil right. In addition, no person shall be denied the benefit of the rights afforded by this
section on account of that person's sexual orientation or because the person refuses to use
a medical device.

This is legislation puts many in harm’s way for an extremist view of civil rights. To paraphrase John Stuart
Mill writing in his 1859 essay, “On Liberty”, a person should be left to be free to pursue his own interests
as long as this does not harm the interests of others.

These proposed amendments would infringe on my liberty to avoid exposure, and that of businesses to
make prudent decisions to keep their staff and customers safe.

Currently are hospitals are struggling under the responsibility for caring for seriously ill patients who for
the most part chose to remain unvaccinated despite very compelling evidence that vaccines reduce the
chance of an individual experiencing severe covid or death by over 90%. Masks-particularly, high-level
respirators-can dramatically reduce the spread.

We need to work together to keep our communities safe and our economy strong. Our hospitals need to
protect our patients and the more people are vaccinated and requiring everyone to wear masks in our
facilities goes a long way to making this a reality. This bill would make is a “civil right” to willfully harm
others.

Please vote no.

Sincerely,



Viking A. Hedberg, MD, MPH
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE

system of New Hampshire

Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH)
Testimony for HB1490, relative to equal access to places of public accommodation
regardless of vaccination status
House Committee on Judiciary
January 26, 2022

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill HB1490, providing that an
individual shall not be denied access to places of public accommodation based on vaccination
status or the decision not to use a medical device.

This testimony is based on the assumptions that public postsecondary institutions are
considered “public accommodations” for the purposes of this bill, and that the term “medical
device” includes masks that cover the nose and mouth.

CCSNH has significant concerns with HB1490. We believe the ability to require masks in certain
spaces when public health circumstances warrant it has been a key element in our colleges
remaining open and continuing to provide education to enrolled, tuition -paying students
working toward a degree, and that to eliminate this tool would be unfair to students whose
educational opportunities could be curtailed as a result.

One thing the COVID-19 virus has proven to be is unpredictable. In March of 2020, when we
shifted to remote operations and online classes, no one thought we would still be dealing with
COVID-19 22 months later. At the start of the pandemic, and for months, people were
clamoring for a vaccine. Masks and other personal protective equipment were in high demand.
When it arrived, it was rationed to first responders and the most vulnerable. The prevailing
question was: when will | be able to get vaccinated? Will there be enough masks for me to
have them when | need them?

In the summer of 2020, our colleges began bringing students back to on-site instruction,
beginning with lab courses, particularly those that are part of allied health and technical
programs where onsite labs are an essential and intrinsic part of preparing students for
professions. Programs in nursing, respiratory therapy, radiation therapy, surgical technology,
dental hygiene, fire protection, HVAC, welding, automotive technology, diesel heavy equipment
- even programs in culinary arts - and more rely on on-site instruction for students to complete
their programs and take their place in New Hampshire’s skilled workforce. We brought students
back by reconfiguring lab spaces, installing Plexiglas dividers, adjusting scheduling, and in many
cases requiring students and instructors to wear masks to curb the spread of the virus, the
incidences of illness, the resulting and disruptive need for quarantine, and those overall effects
on our ability to continue to educate our students.

26 College Drive, Concord, NH 03301-7407
Phone (603) 271-2722 | (800) 247-3420 | TDD Access: relay NH (800) 735-2964 | Fax (603) 271-2725
www.ccsnh.edu



Our duty to educate students well, sits alongside our responsibility to keep students, faculty,
and college staff who execute our mission as safe as possible from the effects of COVID-19. We
cannot do the former, without the latter. The community colleges train students for the
professions that are in high demand — even more so given the present labor market dynamics
with individuals opting out of the workforce in greater numbers than we have ever seen - either
unable to return to work for a variety of reasons, taking a “stop-out” while home lives and
domestic economies are disrupted, or who are part of the “Great Resignation.” Our students
are enrolled in our community college programs because they want to work. They want to
compete their training and take their place as nurses, as firefighters and paramedics, as
electrical line workers, as CDL drivers, as chefs and pipe welders, as substance abuse counselors
and child care teachers, as cybersecurity specialists and law enforcement professionals, and
much more. We can only help them do that if we have the tools to keep their learning
environments open and accessible to them, and to the faculty whose role is critical to preparing
the next generation of our workforce.

HB220 already prevents us from requiring that students be vaccinated. Masking is a critical tool
we can employ to keep our colleges open and the level of learning high. The use of masks in
certain conditions, such as indoors when social distancing cannot be maintained, is
recommended by public health experts. During a time of a disruptive global pandemic, we rely
on the guidance of experts in determining the most appropriate response to local conditions.
HB1490 removes such public health guidance as a consideration. We know that some do find
masking inconvenient, uncomfortable, and/or an unwelcome imposition. It is, however, a way
for us to keep our classrooms and labs open to students, to keep educating New Hampshire
residents, and to keep graduating Granite Staters who will go one to become the skilled
workforce needed in our communities and state.

For example — just this month, we graduated a class of nearly 40 new LPNs from River Valley
Community College. These students were able to complete their program without disruption,
and we believe the fact that they wore masks during classes and labs (as they will in the
workplace) was an important part of their ability to complete the program. These 40 LPNs are
desperately needed in New Hampshire’s assisted living facilities, medical practices and other
healthcare settings, as are the cohorts of students currently enrolled and progressing towards
graduation. We do not believe that masking is too high a burden to protect the education of
students like these new nurses.

We would also seek clarification over the term “medical device.” HB1490 would seem to make
optional any medical device. We hope testimony from the bill’s sponsors or others will indicate
what is meant by this language and what scenarios, aside from a prohibition on mask
requirements, could arise from the use of this broad term.

Contact: Shannon Reid, Director of Government Affairs and Communications, sreid@ccsnh.edu,
603-230-3504




five reasons Americans should hold on to their masks:
1. No vaccine is 100% effective.

Large clinical trials found that two doses of the Modemna and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines prevented
95% of llinesses caused by the coronavirus. While those results are impressive, 1 in 20 people are left
unprotected, said Dr. Tom Frieden, a former director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Malani notes that vaccines were tested in controlied clinical trials at top medical centers, under optimal
conditions.

in the real world, vaccines are usually slightly less effective. Scientists use specific terms to describe
the phenomenon. They refer to the protection offered by vaccines in clinical trials as "efficacy," while
the actual immunity seen in a vaccinated population is "effectiveness.”

The effectiveness of covid vaccines could be affected by the way they're handled, Malani said. The
genetic material used in mRNA vaccines — made with messenger RNA from the coronavirus — is so
fragile that it has to be carefully stored and transported.

Any variation from the CDC'’s strict guidance could influence how well vaccines work, Malani said.
2. Vaccines don’t provide immediate protection.

No vaccine is effective right away, Malani said. It takes about two weeks for the immune system to
make the antibodies that block viral infections.

Covid vaccines will take a little longer than other inoculations, such as the flu shot, because both the
Moderna and Pfizer products require two doses. The Pfizer shots are given three weeks apart; the
Moderna shots, four weeks apart.

in other words, full protection won’t arrive until five or six weeks after the first shot, So, a person
vaccinated on New Year’s Day won't be fully protected until Valentine’s Day.

3. Covid vaccines may not prevent you from spreading the virus.

Vaccines can provide two levels of protection. The measles vaccine prevents viruses from causing
infection, so vaccinated people don't spread the infection or develop symptoms.

Most other vaccines — including flu shots — prevent people from becoming sick but not from
becoming infected or passing the virus to others, said Dr. Paul Offit, who advises the National
Institutes of Health and Food and Drug Administration on covid vacgines.

While covid vaccines clearly prevent iliness, researchers need more time o figure out whether they
prevent transmission, too, said Phoenix-based epidemiologist Saskia Popescu, an assistant professor
in the biodefense program at George Mason University’s Schar School of Policy and Government,

"We don't yet know if the vaccine protects against infection, or only against iliness,” said Frieden, now
CEO of Resolve to Save Lives, a global public health initiative. "In other words, a vaccinated person
might still be able to spread the virus, even if they don’t feel sick.”

Until researchers can answer that question, Frieden said, wearing masks is the safest way for
vaccinated people to protect those around them.

4. Masks protect people with compromised immune systems.




Feople with cancer are at particular risk from covid. Studies show they're more likely than others to
become infected and die from the virus, but may not be protected by vaccines, said Dr. Gary Lyman, a
professor at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center.

Cancer patients are vulnerable in multiple ways. People with lung cancer are less able to fight off
pneumonia, while those undergoing chemotherapy or radiation treatment have weakened immune
systems. Leukemia and lymphoma attack immune celis directly, which makes it harder for patients to
fight off the virus.

Doctors don’t know much about how people with cancer will respond to vaccines, because they were
excluded from randomized trials, Lyman said. Oniy a handful of study participants were diagnosed
with cancer after enrolling. Ameng those pecple, covid vaccines protected only 76%.

Although the vaccines appear safe, "prior studies with other vaccines raise concerns that
immunosuppressed patients, including cancer patients, may not mount as great an immune response
as healthy patients," Lyman said. "For now, we should assume that patients with cancer may not
experience the 95% efficacy.”

Some people aren’t able to be vaccinated.

While most people with allergies can receive covid vaccines safely, the CDC advises those who have
had severe allergic reactions to vaccine ingredients, including polyethylene glycol, to avoid
vaccination. The agency also wams people who have had dangerous allergic reactions to a first
vaccine dose to skip the second.

Lyman encourages people to continue wearing masks to protect those with cancer and others who
won't be fully protected.

5. Masks protect against any strain of the coronavirus, in spite of genetic mutations.

Giobal health leaders are extremely concerned about new genetic variants of the coronavirus, which
appear {o be at least 50% more contagious than the original.

So far, studies suggest vaccines will still work against these new strains.

One thing is clear; Public health measures — such as avoiding crowds, physical distancing and masks
- reduce the risk of contracting all strains of the coronavirus, as well as other respiratory diseases,
Frieden said. For example, the number of flu cases worldwide has been dramatically lower since
countries began asking citizens to stay home and wear masks.




Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:46:50 AM
From: Phyllis Brown

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 9:35:32 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: SUPPORT HB 1260 and HB 1490
Importance: Normal

It is nobody’s business whether or not I've taken any injection designed to prevent disease. | would like to
see “immunization status” as a protected class in New Hampshire’s civil rights law. Please support HB
1260.

All people should have equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of “vaccination status”
or masking choice simply because NEITHER have any effect on spread of the COVID-19. In fact, recent
research indicates that the vaccine alters the immune system and doesn’t allow the vaccinated persons’
respiratory membranes to destroy the virus, as happens in the unvaccinated. Those “vaccinated” for
COVID-19 actually carry higher viral loads out to the public, but they also should not be discriminated
against. Please support HB 1490

Please get informed on the status of the real science, not the government funded/coerced “science” and
get the politics out of our healthcare.

These links may be helpful to you:

https://rumble.com/vt62y6-covid-19-a-second-opinion.html A group of world renowned doctors and
medical experts provide a different perspective on the global pandemic response, the current state of
knowledge of early and hospital treatment, vaccine efficacy and safety, what went right, what went
wrong, what should be done now, and what needs to be addressed long term.

Another good video, less than 15 minutes:
https://www.sovren.media/video/what-is-in-the-mrna-vaccines-675.html

Best regards,
Phyllis Brown
Derry, NH
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Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:06 AM
From: Russell Payne

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2022 1:10:18 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: HB 1490

Importance: Normal

Dear Members of The House Judiciary Committee,

Public accommodation discrimination that hastill thistime traveled under the illegal
banner of “Executive Order” that has become accepted by to many of our citizens and
legidlators (at all levels) who have resembled fear driven “sheep led to slaughter.”
Folks who choose the vaccine and the mask have the freedom to act in their own
interest, the same privilege should be given to those who choose otherwise. | urge you
to vote OTP on HB 1490.

Sincerely & Respectfully

Russ Payne


mailto:19riderlee36@comcast.net
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:50:26 AM

From: Susan Paschell

Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2022 1:21:51 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Cc: Karen Karwocki; Jennifer Foor

Subject: Letter from the NH Community Behavioral Health Association on HB 1490
Importance: Normal

Attachments:

1.26.22 LETTER to Judiciary.docx ;

Good afternoon Chairman Gordon and members of the Committee,

Please find attached a letter from the NH Community Behavioral Health Association regarding HB 1490,
relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination status.

CBHA strongly opposes the bill.

| apologize for submitting the letter after the public hearing but CBHA would like to see it added it to the
record.

We hope you will consider our comments during your deliberations.

Thank you,

Susan Paschell

Susan Paschell, Senior Associate
The Dupont Group

29 School Street, Suite 200
Concord NH 03301
603-228-3322 ext. 107

This electronic mail message and any attachment is privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the

individual or entity named on the original message. If you are a recipient of this message and not a named recipient of the

original message, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this message is
strictly prohibited; please notify the original sender and delete the message immediately.
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January 26, 2022



Hon. Edward Gordon, Chair

House Judiciary Committee

Legislative Office Building

Concord, NH 03301



Via email: HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us



RE: HB 1490, relative to exemptions from vaccine mandates.



Dear Chairman Gordon and members of the Committee:



The NH Community Behavioral Health Association wishes to register its opposition to HB 1490, being heard by your Committee today, January 26th. The Association, representing the State’s ten community mental health centers, has adopted the following policy:



The NH Community Behavioral Health Association (CBHA) would like to thank its Community Mental Health Center members and the thousands of Community Mental Health Center NH Employees for all their efforts to stay up to date and vaccinated for the best health and safety of the patients they serve.  NHCBHA believes that our state’s public health policies should be based on scientific research, and medical literature, and reputable sources like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  At a time when the intense public health danger associated with the COVID-19 pandemic is being exacerbated with misleading and inaccurate information about basic public health norms – including vaccines, mitigation measures, and responsible public behavior – and is being amplified in public arenas, establishing this baseline of relying on trusted and informed voices is critically important. 



Vaccines have worked historically for diseases such as polio and they work today – they are regulated and tested by credible science and their use should not be subjected to political interference. The CBHA opposes any legislation or state regulatory actions which would limit the funding or distribution of vaccines by the Division of Public Health; negatively impact the work of the Department’s adult and childhood Immunization Program; or interfere with the ability and freedom of an employer, School Administration Unit, school board, or institution of higher education to adopt measures to ensure the health and welfare of their employees, students, and consumers. 





The Association and the centers object to this bill because adding “vaccination status” to the NH law establishing the State Human Rights Commission is both an overreach and a bad precedent. Adding vaccine status as a protected class under the civil rights act - along with age, sex, gender identity, race, creed, color, marital status, physical or mental disability, or national origin - has been legislated in several other states in the past year.  It has been reported that schools in those states, for example, cannot ask for someone’s vaccination status or differentiate contact tracing and quarantine, making it impossible to track and contain COVID outbreaks. We do not see this as helpful or positive during the ongoing pandemic.



We respectfully request that you vote Inexpedient to legislate on HB 1490. Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 



Sincerely, 



[image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated]

Roland P. Lamy

Executive Director



CC:	Brian Collins

	Jay Couture

	Maggie Pritchard

	Bill Rider

	

	



image1.jpeg

Lbind P @






image2.jpg

Community Behavioral
Health Association







Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:53:08 AM
From: Taci Guven

Sent: Sunday, January 23, 2022 9:47:46 PM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: Please support

I mportance: Normal

Dear Committee Members,
| ask that you support HB 1260 and HB 1490.
Thank you

Taci Guven
Windham, NH

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:taci.guven@yahoo.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:50:26 AM

From: Thomas Cronin

Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2022 8:57:28 AM

To: ~House Judiciary Committee

Subject: USNH Testimony on HB 1490

Importance: Normal

Attachments:

Testimony on HB 1490 (2022) House Judiciary Committee.docxf

Good morning committee members,

On behalf of the University System, please find attached testimony in opposition to HB 1490,
relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination status.

Thank you for your consideration,

Tom

Thomas P. Cronin

Executive Director of Government Relations

University of New Hampshire, University System of New Hampshire
thomas.cronin@unh.edu | 603.264.5659



mailto:thomas.cronin@unh.edu
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
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House Judiciary Committee

January 26, 2022



HB 1490, relative to equal access to places of public accommodation 

regardless of vaccination status.



Testimony of Tom Cronin, Director of Government Relations, UNH/USNH



For nearly two years, students, faculty, and staff throughout the University System of New Hampshire have come together to produce a nation leading collegiate response to COVID-19. Early in the pandemic we developed an aggressive testing program that has helped us to monitor the prevalence and interrupt the spread of the virus on campus. Over the last year, voluntarily, our residential campuses reached incredibly high vaccination levels among students and employees. The utilization of these and other public health strategies have helped to keep case counts well below state and regional averages and have allowed our campuses to largely avoided significant interruptions to the in-person collegiate experience.



Throughout the pandemic we have adjusted campus guidance around masking, gatherings and distancing based on public health guidance, community transmission rates, and the unique characteristics of busy residential colleges and universities. We believe this flexibility has served to keep our students, employees, visitors, and neighbors in our communities safe. For this reason, we oppose HB 1490 relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of vaccination status. While we are somewhat unclear on the implications for students and visitors at our public colleges and universities, we have two major concerns.



First, the University System does have policies on required immunizations for students at our residential campuses. These policies, established prior to the onset of the pandemic, include the MMR, meningitis, TDAP and chicken pox. The policies were developed in accordance with guidance from the American College Health Association and provide a baseline level of required immunization for our campuses where thousands of students live and learn in close proximity. Students have the opportunity to opt-out of these requirements for documented medical reason or sincerely held religious beliefs. If applied to our students, HB1490 would seem to prohibit the enforcement of any vaccination requirements on our residential campuses.





Second, transmission of COVID-19 in the state is substantial. Legislation that would permit individuals to disregard well-founded public health guidance, such as requirements to wear face coverings in busy, indoor spaces, undermines efforts to mitigate the spread of the virus on our campuses.



In conclusion, we urge the legislature to reject any measures that would limit the tools available to the state's public colleges and universities to keep our students, employees and host communities healthy. 





Contact: 	Tom Cronin, Director of Government Relations

		thomas.cronin@unh.edu | 603-264-5659
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HB 1490-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION

22-2465
05/08
HOUSE BILL 1490-FN
AN ACT relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of

vaccination status.
SPONSORS: Rep. Comtois, Belk. 7; Rep. Kofalt, Hills. 4; Rep. Hough, Belk. 3

COMMITTEE: Judiciary

ANALYSIS

This bill provides that an individual shall not be denied access to places of public accommodation
based on vaccination status or the decision not to use a medical device.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struekthrough-|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 1490-FN - AS INTRODUCED

22-2465
05/08
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two
AN ACT relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of

vaccination status.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Equal Access to Public Accommodations a Civil Right. Amend RSA 354-A:16 to read as
follows:

354-A:16 Equal Access to Public Accommodations a Civil Right. The opportunity for every
individual to have equal access to places of public accommodation without discrimination because of
age, sex, gender identity, race, creed, color, marital status, physical or mental disability,
vaccination status, or national origin is hereby recognized and declared to be a civil right. In
addition, no person shall be denied the benefit of the rights afforded by this section on account of
that person's sexual orientation or because the person refuses to use a medical device.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.



LBA

22-2465
11/23/21

HB 1490-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to equal access to places of public accommodation regardless of

vaccination status.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ 1Local [ ]None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures $0
Increase Increase Increase
Funding Source: [ X] General [ ]Education [ ]Highway [ ]Other

METHODOLOGY:

This bill provides that an individual shall not be denied access to places of public accommodation

based on vaccination status or the decision not to use a medical device.

The Department of Justice states this bill would expand RSA 354-A:16 adding to this section a
new provision that would prohibit public accommodations from discriminating based upon
vaccination status and a person's refusal to use a medical device. The bill does not distinguish
specific vaccines or medical devices and would likely lead to an increase in complaints received
by the Attorney General's Office. The Department has no information on how many places of
public accommodation have policies refusing service based upon vaccination status or usage of a

medical device and states the financial impact is indeterminable.

The Human Rights Commission indicates the bill would expand RSA 354-A:16 to include
vaccination status as a protected class for anti-discrimination protections in the area of public
accommodation. The Commission states it is unknown how many new cases may result from the
legislation. Therefore, the Commission has no information at present to determine if additional

resources or staff will be needed.

It is assumed that any fiscal impact would occur after FY 2022.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Justice and Human Rights Commission
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