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CONSENT CALENDAR

March 9, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Election Law to which was referred

HB 1457-FN,

AN ACT relative to chain of custody of ballot boxes after

an election. Having considered the same, report the

same with the following amendment, and the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Peter Torosian

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Election Law

Bill Number: HB 1457-FN

Title: relative to chain of custody of ballot boxes after
an election.

Date: March 9, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-0967h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill proposed to set new requirements relative to the chain of custody of ballot boxes after an
election, eliminating the destruction of ballots, as is currently allowed after 22 months, and provided
for transport of every container of ballots from every jurisdiction in the state to a central location in
Concord for permanent storage. The committee viewed this bill as an attempt to deal with a
legitimate issue. the appropriate storage of ballots after an election, but believed the bill went far
beyond what would be reasonably necessary. While the Windham audit was a clear example of
containers that were not sealed appropriately, other recounts have raised issues with a
municipality's storage practices. The bill as proposed was problematic because of logistics, cost, and
the possibility of misplaced ballots.

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Peter Torosian
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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CONSENT CALENDAR

Election Law
HB 1457-FN, relative to chain of custody of ballot boxes after an election. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.
Rep. Peter Torosian for Election Law. This bill proposed to set new requirements relative to the
chain of custody of ballot boxes after an election, eliminating the destruction of ballots, as is
currently allowed after 22 months, and provided for transport of every container of ballots from
every jurisdiction in the state to a central location in Concord for permanent storage. The committee
viewed this bill as an attempt to deal with a legitimate issue. the appropriate storage of ballots after
an election, but believed the bill went far beyond what would be reasonably necessary. While the
Windham audit was a clear example of containers that were not sealed appropriately, other recounts
have raised issues with a municipality's storage practices. The bill as proposed was problematic
because of logistics, cost, and the possibility of misplaced ballots. Vote 20-0.







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1457-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to chain of custody of ballot boxes after an election.

DATE: March 9, 2022

LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Torosian Seconded by Rep. W. MacDonald AM Vote: 20-0

Amendment # 2022-0967h

Moved by Rep. Torosian Seconded by Rep. W. MacDonald Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Natalie Wells, Clerk







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAW

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1457-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to chain of custody of ballot boxes after an election.

DATE: January 20, 2022

LOB ROOM: 306-308 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 11:33 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 12:15 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. B. Griffin, W. MacDonald, Wells, Prudhomme-O'Brien,
Sweeney, Hayward, Torosian, Berry, Groen, Qualey, Alexander Jr., Cote, Ward, Bergeron,
Sandler, Hamer, Lane, Freitas, Hamblet and Muirhead

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Yakubovich Rep. Layon Rep. Gorski

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep Yakubovich - Merrimack District 24
· Talk about transparency
· After election there was no uniformity of box storage in towns.
· Keep boxes secure, everything being done secure ballots
· Bill says FN - Says boxes stored in permanent
· I'm in favor of storing boxes for 2 years

Ken Eyring
· After report AG-SOS Windham
· 11 page report showed multiple errors
· My opinion - I now shift to have our ballots overseen
· ____ first half dozen boxes not sealed properly. Tape not correct,
· Have towns transfer boxes to SOS office, any errors seen they could contact town for

corrections - ie: signatures
Question - Chairwoman Griffin - Windham boxes provided to SOS - store - were not used?
Answer - Yes, Windham says boxes were after. correction showed they were delivered ahead.
Answer - Clearly they were delivered on time. This was a violation, not using proper boxes from SOS
office. Disturbed why are ballots put in storage after election night, should be defined as followed.
Question - Why were people not prosecuted?
Answer - Yes, but for this bill, this is a tool properly managed. I didn't feel strongly on this until I
read report.
Question - Rep Prudhomme-O'Brien - Do you think awareness for Election, for clerk moderators,
other people?
Answer - Don't know one moderator. I will do my best to put out fires, enormous endeavor to find out
11/3 and subsequent issues, not germaine to the bill.

Christina Guilford - Derry Moderator
· Absentee Ballots comes in late, clerk should not destroy.
· I don't think anything should be destroyed.

Question - Rep Pimentel - Just curious, State or Federal?
Question - Line 2 any state official?

Kelly Chow -
· Problem with chain of custody.



· We need to support HB1522
Question - Rep Prudhomme-O'Brien - Thank you for watching process. Did you get to see sealing of
boxes in your district?
Answer - I am all over the place, couldn't observe.

SOS - I would like to say goes to heart on voter.
· We are going to take step voters how were protected
· Ballots after Election we do have chain custom
· Ballots - We train but have high turnover
· Boxes should have red security tape. Always a percent who don't meet the standard.
· Have spot visits, have as many observations to see how town clerks are addressing the

storage.
· Once leave boxes from clerk SOS puts bar code on boxes to archive for recounts.
· Regards destruction of ballots violation on federal statutes.
· any election must be preserved for 22 months.
· Need to record a ballot, might be received but late
· During an election cycle could have 5,000 boxes
· Look for other alternatives

Question - Rep Prudhomme-O'Brien - I like what you say about spot checking. 2020 Election what
grade would you give election officials in Windham?
Answer - Some do better than others. Statewide a B, Windham is unique in many ways. 2020
problem dealt with absentee ballots. Windham took shortcuts and a folding machine wasn't official
machine.
Question - I have watched. I saw boxes from Windham would be an F.
Answer - Not best.
Question -Rep Berry - You said that voter integrity was a big issue for you. Spot checking, other
measures. This committee uses this bill for other measures. Security seals do better. Confidence with
boxes closed, not open. Right now, red security tape if lifted, can't stick or shown if moved. Keep
using boxes with each machine, go to that set. We are open to suggestions.
Question Rep Groen - When boxes come in recount 80%.
Answer - Don't hold me to 80%. Most boxes are acceptable but always a percent of boxes don't meet
standards. We send van to pick up boxes, once secured, we put bar code, clerk signs off, archives,
mgr signs off. We have inventory content on each box.
Question - That was an estimate that bothered so I appreciate procedures and spot checks and if
additional funding is needed for SOS, I will fight for it.
Answer - Thank you.
Question - Rep Lane - You support?
Answer - I did not support the bill but subject. We need to have conversations.
Question - Rep Pimentel - What is within your power for you to make change of custody and what
required Legislators?
Answer - After bar codes, record of that without Legislative Bill, all boxes delivered to the Archives
would have. Right now just for recounts
Question - Rep Groen - What is the level of uniformity and control? Local control, boxes sealed?
Answer - Depends from community. but uniformity changed 20 years through HAVA - Training
boxes, properly sealed, secured place. Some towns were given grants for better.
Question - You implied to bring ballots to Concord. Your thoughts keep local in state.
Answer - I think if stored in secure storage there is no reason why they can't be in community. Need
to be able to show for transparency, but I think we can make this happen.
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House Remote Testify

Election Law Committee Testify List for Bill HB1457 on 2022-01-20 
Support: 18    Oppose: 3    Neutral: 1    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Hodgkins, Russell Amherst, NH
hodgkins_russ@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/14/2022 3:51 PM

Howland, Curtis Manchester, NH
howland@priss.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/16/2022 5:55 PM

Greyes, Natch Concord, NH
ngreyes@nhmunicipal.org

A Lobbyist New Hampshire Municipal
Association

Oppose No No 1/17/2022 9:07 AM

Lindpaintner, Lyn Concord, NH
lynlin@bluewin.ch

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 11:46 AM

Podlipny, Ann Chester, NH
apodlipny57@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 12:47 PM

Torpey, Jeanne Concord, NH
jtorp51@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 12:50 PM

Hayward, Marcia Laconia, NH
mjhayward131@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 1:40 PM

Nelson, Elizabeth Derry, NH
BethDavid@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 7:33 PM

Damon, Claudia Concord, NH
cordsdamon@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 9:57 PM

Falk, Cheri Wilton, NH
falk.cj@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 10:06 AM

Claflin, Kyri Concord, NH
kyriclaflin@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 11:53 AM

Brenton, Anne Atkinson, NH
anne.berg1@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 4:00 PM

Jones, Andrew Pembroke, NH
arj11718@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 4:20 PM
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Aronson, Laura MANCHESTER, NH
laura@mlans.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 8:36 PM

Clark, Denise Milford, NH
denise.m.clark03055@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 8:50 PM

Frost, Sherry Dover, NH
s.frost@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:05 AM

Murphy, Marcia Northwood, NH
Ladefish@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 9:26 AM

Devore, Gary Pembroke, NH
torin_asheron@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 10:06 AM

Richardson, Daniel Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 2:24 PM

Richman, Susan Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 8:34 PM

Sinclair-pappas,
Barbara

Chichester, NH
bespappas@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 8:39 PM

Perencevich, Ruth Concord, NH
rperence@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:01 PM

Rettew, Annie Concord, NH
abrettew@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:46 PM

Anastasia, Patricia Londonderry, NH
patti.anastasia@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:56 PM

Brennan, Nancy Weare, NH
burningnan14@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 6:43 AM

Dewey, Karen NEWPORT, NH
pkdewey@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 8:11 AM

perez, maria milford, NH
mariaeli63@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 9:40 AM

Hayes, Randy Canterbury, NH
rcompostr@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 9:47 AM

Steel, Sandra Plainfield, NH
selizabethsteel@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 10:56 AM

Petrusewicz, Carol Rochester, NH
clmcc2befree@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/20/2022 6:45 PM
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