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CONSENT CALENDAR

February 15, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Executive Departments and

Administration to which was referred HB 1446-FN,

AN ACT relative to the governing board of recreational

therapists and relative to the governing board of

respiratory care practitioners. Having considered the

same, report the same with the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Dianne Schuett

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Executive Departments and Administration

Bill Number: HB 1446-FN

Title: relative to the governing board of recreational
therapists and relative to the governing board
of respiratory care practitioners.

Date: February 15, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill changes the governing boards of recreational therapists and respiratory care practitioners
to advisory boards. The change was requested by the Office of Professional Licensure and
Certification (OPLC) along with several others because of issues recruiting members to serve and
having quorums at meetings.  The bill does direct the executive director of OPLC to consult with the
boards on decisions other than administrative duties.  It is intended that the director should contact
board members on decisions of practice, education and rules of practice even if the board cannot
meet. 

Vote 15-0.

Rep. Dianne Schuett
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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CONSENT CALENDAR

Executive Departments and Administration
HB 1446-FN, relative to the governing board of recreational therapists and relative to the governing
board of respiratory care practitioners. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Dianne Schuett for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill changes the governing
boards of recreational therapists and respiratory care practitioners to advisory boards. The change
was requested by the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) along with several
others because of issues recruiting members to serve and having quorums at meetings.  The bill does
direct the executive director of OPLC to consult with the boards on decisions other than
administrative duties.  It is intended that the director should contact board members on decisions of
practice, education and rules of practice even if the board cannot meet.  Vote 15-0.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1446-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the governing board of recreational therapists and relative to the
governing board of respiratory care practitioners.

DATE: February 15, 2022

LOB ROOM: 302-304

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS

Moved by Rep. Schuett Seconded by Rep. McGuire Vote: 15-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep John Sytek, Clerk





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1446-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the governing board of recreational therapists and relative to
the governing board of respiratory care practitioners.

DATE: February 1, 2022

LOB ROOM: 302-304 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:45 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 2:05 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. McGuire, Rhodes, Sytek, S. Pearson, Yakubovich, Alliegro,
Bailey, Lanzara, Santonastaso, Goley, P. Schmidt, Schuett, Jeudy, Fellows, O'Brien and
Marsh

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Schuett Rep. McGuire

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Schuett, prime sponsor, introduced the bill and spoke in favor. She said that both professions
were included in one bill (originally two) because of their similarity. She explained the bill with
particular reference to “in consultation with.”

Deborah Robinson, a recreational therapist representing herself, spoke in support. She pointed
out the problems with lack of quorums and that this bill would remedy the situation so that those
coming from out of state could get their licenses without delay. She took a Committee questions
agreeing that it was her understanding that the professional aspects would be retained by the
Board. She also described the nature of her profession, that it was an allied health profession, a
“sister profession” to occupational and physical therapy.

Lindsey Courtney, Executive Director of the OPLC, spoke in favor. She said that these two boards
had significant quorum issues and were being moved to advisory. She detailed the consequences of
lack of quorum. She took Committee questions concerning transition of board members and agreed
that OPLC role was administrative, not about substance of the profession; and whether there was
any progress on the quorum issue. She was not concerned about transitional language but would like
to see the bill effective on passage so that the administrative business of the board could proceed
without delay.
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