
Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

October 18, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Judiciary to which was referred HB

1435,

AN ACT relative to the right of a victim of domestic

violence to have a support person present when

testifying or being deposed. Having considered the

same, report the same: NOT RECOMMENDED FOR

FUTURE LEGISLATION.

Rep. Edward Gordon

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: HB 1435

Title: relative to the right of a victim of domestic
violence to have a support person present when
testifying or being deposed.

Date: October 18, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE
LEGISLATION

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The purpose of this bill is to allow parties in family court proceedings to have a family support
person present. The committee fully supports the intention behind the bill and agrees that victims
of domestic violence should be supported. However, there are issues with the bill. As written, the
bill provides for either party, not just victims, to be supported. Should we be advocating for support
for perpetrators? It also restricts the ability of the judge to control the behavior of the support
person in the courtroom. There are currently support services currently available from agencies
throughout the state and persons filing domestic violence petitions are referred to those agencies by
the court. The Governor has also created a domestic violence task force which has made
recommendations.

Vote 15-4.

Rep. Edward Gordon
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

Judiciary
HB 1435, relative to the right of a victim of domestic violence to have a support person present when
testifying or being deposed.NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION .
Rep. Edward Gordon for Judiciary. The purpose of this bill is to allow parties in family court
proceedings to have a family support person present. The committee fully supports the intention
behind the bill and agrees that victims of domestic violence should be supported. However, there are
issues with the bill. As written, the bill provides for either party, not just victims, to be supported.
Should we be advocating for support for perpetrators? It also restricts the ability of the judge to
control the behavior of the support person in the courtroom. There are currently support services
currently available from agencies throughout the state and persons filing domestic violence petitions
are referred to those agencies by the court. The Governor has also created a domestic violence task
force which has made recommendations. Vote 15-4.
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CONSENT CALENDAR

February 3, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Judiciary to which was referred HB

1435,

AN ACT relative to the right of a victim of domestic

violence to have a support person present when

testifying or being deposed. Having considered the

same, report the same with the recommendation that

the bill be REFERRED FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Edward Gordon

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The purpose of this bill is to allow parties in family court proceedings to have a support person. The
committee fully supports the intention behind this bill and agrees that victims of domestic violence
should be supported. However, there are issues with the bill. The testimony described the need for
specialized support, but the bill is general and does not address special circumstances. The bill
provides, as written, for either party, not just victims, to be supported. Should we be advocating for
support for perpetrators? It also restricts the judge with regard to the courtroom behavior of the
support person. There are support services currently available throughout the state and persons
filing domestic violence petitions are referred to those agencies by the court. While the committee
might be able to work on this bill, it also knows that a Domestic Violence Task Force has been
empaneled and is currently developing recommendations. The committee finds that it would be best
to wait for their recommendations before taking further action on this bill. Therefore, the
committee has recommended Interim Study.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: HB 1435

Title: relative to the right of a victim of domestic
violence to have a support person present when
testifying or being deposed.

Date: February 3, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Edward Gordon
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Judiciary
HB 1435, relative to the right of a victim of domestic violence to have a support person present when
testifying or being deposed. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Edward Gordon for Judiciary. The purpose of this bill is to allow parties in family court
proceedings to have a support person. The committee fully supports the intention behind this bill
and agrees that victims of domestic violence should be supported. However, there are issues with
the bill. The testimony described the need for specialized support, but the bill is general and does
not address special circumstances. The bill provides, as written, for either party, not just victims, to
be supported. Should we be advocating for support for perpetrators? It also restricts the judge with
regard to the courtroom behavior of the support person. There are support services currently
available throughout the state and persons filing domestic violence petitions are referred to those
agencies by the court. While the committee might be able to work on this bill, it also knows that a
Domestic Violence Task Force has been empaneled and is currently developing recommendations.
The committee finds that it would be best to wait for their recommendations before taking further
action on this bill. Therefore, the committee has recommended Interim Study. Vote 20-0.

CONSENT CALENDAR





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1435

BILL TITLE: relative to the right of a victim of domestic violence to have a support person
present when testifying or being deposed.

DATE: February 3, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Moved by Rep. Gordon Seconded by Rep. McLean Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk



















House Remote Testify

Judiciary Committee Testify List for Bill HB1435 on 2022-01-12

Support: 5    Oppose: 1    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0


  Export to Excel 


Name
City, State

Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Gannon, Senator Bill Concord, NH
william.gannon@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official SD 23 Support No No 1/7/2022 4:19 PM

Jasina, Erin Portsmouth, NH
ejasina@nhla.org

A Lobbyist New Hampshire Legal Assistance Oppose No No 1/11/2022 7:58 PM

WOODS, GARY BOW, NH
gwpops054@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 9:35 PM

Post, Lisa CM Lyndeborough, NH
Lisa.Post@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 10:15 PM

homola, susan hollis, NH
susan.homola@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/12/2022 9:34 AM

Goldstein, David Auburn, NH
dgoldstein@franklinnh.org

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/12/2022 11:40 AM
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Archived: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:00:11 AM
From: Dana Albrecht
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 11:12:09 AM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Cc: Betty Gay
Subject: Hearing on 1435 (2022)
Importance: Normal

My name is Dana Albrecht, a resident of Nashua, NH.

I am listening to the live stream.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ts78WXngAlo

I would like to offer written testimony in support of the bill, as amended:

Pursuant to RSA 311:1, "A party in any cause or proceeding may appear, plead, prosecute or
defend in his or her proper person, that is, pro se, or may be represented by any citizen of good
character. For the purposes of this section, a citizen shall be presumed to be of good character
unless demonstrated otherwise."

So, why shouldn't any "citzen of good character" to be merely a silent advocate within the intent
of HB 1435 (2022), as amended, for any party in any family law case?

Because, without any formal training, such a person can serve to actually represent them as legal
counsel!!!

I would appreciate the committee's thoughts.

Thank you for your consideration.

-Dana Albrecht

mailto:dana.albrecht@hushmail.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:jbgay@comcast.net


Archived: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:12:20 AM
From: Kit Lord
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 9:40:43 AM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Subject: Vote YES on two bills, vote NO on 4 other bills
Importance: Normal

Dear Judiciary Committee members,

I ask that you vote YES to support these bills:
HB1435 - relative to the right of a victim of domestic violence to have a support person present when

testifying or being deposed.
HB 1101 - relative to a forfeiture of personal property.

I am a small landlord who fights hard to keep my tenants safe and I keep my properties in good condition
Please vote NO on the following bills:

HB 1107 - establishing a committee to study the rental or lease of housing to a person who has pets.
Page 1-

Lines 11-12: I am against the intention of this bill to protect a tenant's pet more that protecting an
landlords enormous investment in a community;

Lines 13-4: In my experience in repairing my rental units, cats can do just as much damage
Line 21: always beware of insurance policy restrictions only found in the higher level underwriting rules!
Line 24: it's absurd to prohibit a landlord from asking about pets. If I have a deathly allergy I certainly

want to ask about risking my life.
Page 2 -

Line 4: this "sufficient" notice may conflict with longer-notice legislation being proposed which should be
the same for either party (and not 90 days.)

HB 1133 - prohibiting the termination of a lease during the sale of real property.
It's already illegal, this is unneccessary.

HB 1216 - repealing the housing appeals board.
The Board was established to hear these cases without the delay, please don't destroy a system helping

all sides.

HB 1200 - relative to notice of rent increases in residential rental property.
This is unnecessary, I already use that 45 day notice for either party in my leases. We don't need extra

laws which dampen creation of housing. The real issue is housing shortage. Stop putting band aid on the
housing shortage. Create more incentives to towns and builders to build more apartments.

Sincerely,

Kit Lord, Northwood

mailto:kitlord@yahoo.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us






Archived: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:00:10 AM
From: Rhonda Hodge
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 12:41:34 PM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Cc: Betty Gay
Subject: HB1435
Importance: Normal

___________________________________
Att: Judiciary Committee

Thank you so much for today. I felt very heard which speaks volumes to the level of dedication you have
for the position you are in.

I also work very closely with NHCADV and I have become friends with some of the best support people.
Amanda Grady Sexton is wonderful, has become my friend and was extremely helpful and invested in the
case I spoke about and there actually was an advocate there that day but my patient had just met her and
didn’t feel safe. She had spoken to her on the phone a few times but it wasn’t the same. The fear for her
life was real and founded. The evidence we had was extraordinary. It seemed through opposing testimony
that there was an either or that was being suggested. That was not my understanding, nor Betty’s.
NHCADV has a very important part in this and that can not, nor should it be replaced, but that is not
related to the bill. They are two separate entities. As well as the concern for allowing court to become a
free for all. Any witness that enters the courtroom the concern is the same but they are expected to do the
right thing in the courtroom or they are dismissed. This would be no different. The person would be
expected to just be present and in most cases that would be exactly what happens. I think that’s the issue
that often happens, especially in DV cases is the image and bias someone might have about what DV
looks like. The victims I work with are doctors, attorneys, med students, unemployed, stay at home moms,
all coming from different backgrounds and not one of them would I be concerned they would choose
someone who would put the court in harms way.

I also realized I did not answer the representative who asked one of my last questions appropriately about
how the jury might view having the support person. I know I had said they may not even get that far and
while this is true DV cases and Family Court cases don’t typically fall within a jury court. Even a
Termination of Parental Rights case does not have a jury present. It would be rare to have that be an
issue. I hope this helps resolve that question and answers it a little better.

As far as advocates being readily available I wish this was true. I love all the advocates They have all
been wonderful but they aren’t superhuman. There have been many cases where I have taken my patients
to the courthouse myself. This particular person did have support but asked me to accompany her I am
sure other docs don’t do this but I never want someone to be in a vulnerable position alone and if there
isn’t someone available to go then they are in fact alone. There also are not enough advocates and with
COVid they, as all of us in the helping field, have been strained. More often we often here “there is nothing
else we can do.”

Another case, in Ossipee, where a mother was filing a restraining order on behalf of her two children
which was started by the Sanbornville police department showed up to a zoom hearing without support.
She should have not been doing that. For reporting sexual abuse against her boyfriend on two of her
children she was unable to speak well enough to fight for it. The order was placed for the girl but not the
boy because alleged abuse of the boy took place in the abusers bedroom and the abuse was the man
touching himself and not the child, where as the evidence was him touching the little girl. We put together
a motion, since a mother cannot testify legally without counsel for minor children she should not have been
allowed to do this, to reconsider and allow her to have a support person with her. It was denied and she
and her children had to leave his property and become homeless within ten days time. The abuser
admitted abuse through texts but has yet to be arrested for the crime. It’s been well over a year. He
continued to abuse mother through fb and the town but has since stopped.

These are real stories and I would love to help offer a solution or at least allow my brain to be picked as
much as possible to find a better way. With rising technology, apps and tracking devices the ante is up. It

mailto:rhodge@harmonypsychiatric.com
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Betty.Gay@leg.state.nh.us


is becoming more dangerous. I got involved for several reasons but foremost is I am one of the largest
privately owned psychiatric practices in NH at the moment, was born, raised and primarily educated here
and I don’t know what to tell people to do anymore when they are in danger. Sometimes leaving, without
guaranteed support becomes much more dangerous. I had no idea for years that this was true. I can’t tell
you how many people I told to go get help and now I’m wondering if I put them in harms way.

I will gladly volunteer as much time needed to help support the judiciary committee with the facts, the truth
from people who have boots on the ground, as well as to help understand the relationship between
psychiatry and the law. The pandemic has made this issue so much greater. Training is necessary and I
feel badly for the judges in these cases as we are asking them to judge a cardiac emergency with only the
training of a hand surgeon. It doesn’t make sense. I believe people do the best they can with the
information they have. It is not fair to put these decisions on the feet of judges who have minimal DV
training (on what it really looks like and the psychiatry behind it) and viewing a victim the way they can
present, alone, on the stand. Judges are being plastered all over family court pages and being shamed
daily. We need to find a way to create change and help support them which in turn helps support NH.

I am genuine in my resolve to help. I’m only here because I want to be.

Please reach out. All the best!

Best,
Dr. Rhonda Hodge

Sent from my iPhone






	Committee Report
	Voting Sheets
	Public Hearing
	Testimony
	Bill

