
Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

CONSENT CALENDAR

January 24, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly

Affairs to which was referred HB 1327,

AN ACT including diabetes in the conditions listed for

eligibility for a service animal. Having considered the

same, report the same with the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Erica Layon

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: HB 1327

Title: including diabetes in the conditions listed for
eligibility for a service animal.

Date: January 24, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill adds diabetes to the listed conditions for eligibility for a service animal for the purposes of
better detecting potentially deadly blood sugar levels and keeping tighter glucose control targets.
The best medical technology, such as the continuous glucose monitor, can be slow to react to
potentially deadly, rapid changes and patients can begin to miss alerts if these alerts sound too
often. Allowing a diabetic to make use of a service dog solves these problems and enables
independence, especially for teens and young adults who are at greatest risk from deadly
hypoglycemia. Further, it empowers these patients to target a lower goal blood sugar rate that
reduces costly and dangerous complications caused by chronic elevated blood sugar levels.

Vote 16-0.

Rep. Erica Layon
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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CONSENT CALENDAR

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
HB 1327, including diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service animal. OUGHT TO
PASS.
Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill adds diabetes to the
listed conditions for eligibility for a service animal for the purposes of better detecting potentially
deadly blood sugar levels and keeping tighter glucose control targets. The best medical technology,
such as the continuous glucose monitor, can be slow to react to potentially deadly, rapid changes and
patients can begin to miss alerts if these alerts sound too often. Allowing a diabetic to make use of a
service dog solves these problems and enables independence, especially for teens and young adults
who are at greatest risk from deadly hypoglycemia. Further, it empowers these patients to target a
lower goal blood sugar rate that reduces costly and dangerous complications caused by chronic
elevated blood sugar levels. Vote 16-0.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # ____1327___

BILL TITLE: An Act including diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service
animal.

DATE: 1/24/2022

LOB ROOM: 210-11
____________________________________________________________________________________________

MOTION: (Please check one box)

 OTP

Moved by Rep. _____Layon__ Seconded by Rep. _____Shapiro_____ Vote: 16-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: ___x__ YES _____ NO

Minority Report? ______ Yes ___x___ No If yes, author, Rep: ________________ Motion _______

baf
Respectfully submitted: ______________________________________________

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

9/28/2021 11:15:01 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2022 SESSION

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Exec Session Date:
1/24/2022

Motion:Bill #:
1327 OTP

AM #:

Page: 1 of 1

Members

YEAS Nays NV

Pearson, Mark A. Chairman Y

Layon, Erica J. Vice Chairman Y

McMahon, Charles E. Y

Acton, Dennis F. Y

Gay, Betty I. Y

Cushman, Leah P. Y

Folsom, Beth A. Clerk Y

Kelsey, Niki Y

King, Bill C. Y

Kofalt, Jim absent

DeLemus, Susan absent

Weber, Lucy M. absent

MacKay, James R. Y

Snow, Kendall A. Y

Knirk, Jerry L. Y

Salloway, Jeffrey C. absent

Cannon, Gerri D. Y

Nutter-Upham, Frances E. Y

Schapiro, Joe Y

Woods, Gary L. Y

Merchant, Gary absent

TOTAL VOTE: 16 0 5



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

PUBLIC HEARING on Bill # 1327

BILL TITLE: An Act including diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a
service animal.

DATE: 02/18/2022

ROOM: LOB 210-11 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:05pm

Time Adjourned: 1:35pm

Committee Members: Reps. M. Pearson, Layon, Folsom, Acton, Cushman, Kelsey, B. King,
Kofalt, MacKay, DeLemus, Wallner, Knirk, Salloway, Cannon, Schapiro, Woods and
Merchant, Query

TESTIMONY
Representative Schuett - introduced the bill

 Spoke to the difference between comfort animals and service animals. There are 70,000
people with diabetes in New Hampshire.

Stefany & Elle Shaheen, Portsmouth
 Mother & daughter. Elle is a Type One diabetic. They shared their personal story.
 Dog and patient go through training together.
 The dog can alert when numbers fall below 70 or go over 150
 He alerts by putting a paw on her lap
 Both tech and service animals are effective tools with the animal added much needed extra

alerting.

Kurt Ehrenberg, Humane Society of US,
 The Humane Society is in support of this bill.

Katelyn Gagnon, Pembroke
 Has a PTSD service dog, spoke to the need for more trained dogs

Stacy Patterson-Gagnon, Pembroke
 Is currently in training with her dog. Low numbers can happen quickly, and the dog is alert

to that. She has had problems with employers allowing her dog to stay with her and has
even asked to provide a complete medical history.

Mary Finlayson, Chichester, Granite State Service Dogs
 She is a trainer and spoke to that process. Too many disallow service animals often blaming

it on insurance requirements.

Chuck Saia, Exec Director, Governor's Commission on Disabilities - Supports
 As in all things there can be abusers of the law, but there are penalties.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk
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House Remote Testify

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee Testify List for Bill HB1327 on 2022-01-18 
Support: 4    Oppose: 1    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Anastasia, Patricia Londonderry, NH
patti.anastasia@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/14/2022 4:00 PM

Hohmeister, Julie Bethlehem, NH
jhohmeister@roadrunner.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/15/2022 12:28 PM

Dickinson, Jeff Concord, NH
jdickinson@gsil.org

A Member of the Public Granite State Independent Living Support No No 1/17/2022 3:54 PM

Petrusewicz, Carol rochester, NH
clmcc2befree@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/17/2022 9:14 PM

Whitley, Becky Concord, NH
jessica.bourque@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Senate District 15 Support No No 1/18/2022 8:59 AM
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Archived: Thursday, January 20, 2022 3:39:08 PM
From: Angela Ferrari
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2022 2:33:43 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: D.O.G.S. Supports HB 1327
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
DOGS Support HB1327.pdf ;

Attach to permanent record for this bill

Dear House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs,

Apologies I was not able to attend today's hearing. Attached please find the letter
of Support from Dog Owners of the Granite State on HB 1327, an act including diabetes
in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service animal.

Sincerely,
Angela

--
Angela Ferrari
Mont Vernon, NH
603-769-0439

AKC Breeder of Merit
President, Dog Owners of the Granite State (D.O.G.S.)
Pilgrim Doberman Pinscher Club Treasurer
Doberman Pinscher Club of America Supporting Member, Legislative Task Force Member, and Generation Forward
Member
Souhegan Kennel Club Director
National Beagle Club Supporting Member

mailto:allettaredobes@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us



 Dog Owners of the Granite State 
 Protecting the interests of NH pet owners since 1991 


 January 18, 2022 


 Chair Pearson and Members of the House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee – 


 I am writing on behalf of Dog Owners of the Granite State (D.O.G.S.) to thank you for your consideration of HB 1327,  an 
 act including diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service animal  . On behalf of our membership of 
 responsible local pet owners and breeders, D.O.G.S.  supports  this bill. 


 D.O.G.S. is an American Kennel Club affiliated non-profit organization founded in 1991 to represent the 
 interests of all pet owners in New Hampshire. Our membership includes a vibrant and active community 
 of specialty breed clubs, all breed kennel clubs, dog and cat breeders, veterinarians, mushers, hunters, 
 and livestock guardian dog owners. 


 We agree that service animals provide an invaluable resource to those with diabetes. However, it is our understanding 
 that federal law defines what a “disability” is allowing a service animal under the American with Disability Act. Therefore, 
 we are not sure if the change is necessary in New Hampshire statute. If it truly is needed to ensure there is no confusion 
 for those with service animals for diabetes, we support the change. 


 We hope that you will vote to pass this bill with the enthusiasm we hope to support you in doing so. 


 Sincerely, 


 Angela Ferrari 
 President 
 Dog Owners of the Granite State 



































HB 1327 - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION
22-2435
08/05

HOUSE BILL 1327

AN ACT including diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service animal.

SPONSORS: Rep. Schuett, Merr. 20; Rep. Moffett, Merr. 9; Rep. Sullivan, Sull. 1; Rep.
Graham, Hills. 7; Rep. Goley, Hills. 8; Rep. Rogers, Merr. 28; Rep. Booras, Hills.
33; Sen. Whitley, Dist 15; Sen. Carson, Dist 14

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill includes diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service animal.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 1327 - AS INTRODUCED
22-2435
08/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two

AN ACT including diabetes in the conditions listed for eligibility for a service animal.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Subparagraph; Service Animal Duties; Diabetes Included. Amend RSA 167-D:2, I by

inserting after subparagraph (i) the following new subparagraph:

(j) Alerting individuals with diabetes to a change in blood sugar levels.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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