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REGULAR CALENDAR

March 1, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Children and Family

Law to which was referred HB 1286,

AN ACT relative to the modification of parental rights

and responsibilities. Having considered the same,

report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Josh Yokela

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The majority of the committee believes this change is not necessary since the Supreme Court has
already interpreted the current language to reflect the change proposed so there should be no
confusion going forward about this language.

Committee: Children and Family Law

Bill Number: HB 1286

Title: relative to the modification of parental rights
and responsibilities.

Date: March 1, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 8-7.

Rep. Josh Yokela
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Children and Family Law
HB 1286, relative to the modification of parental rights and responsibilities. MAJORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Josh Yokela for the Majority of Children and Family Law. The majority of the committee
believes this change is not necessary since the Supreme Court has already interpreted the current
language to reflect the change proposed so there should be no confusion going forward about this
language. Vote 8-7.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

March 1, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Children and Family

Law to which was referred HB 1286,

AN ACT relative to the modification of parental rights

and responsibilities. Having considered the same, and

being unable to agree with the Majority, report with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Debra Altschiller

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill makes minor and necessary changes to the language of RSA 461-A:11, placing "any of" with
"only" in the following: “The court may issue an order modifying a permanent order concerning
parental rights and responsibilities under any of the following circumstances." It then goes on to
outline a nine part list of those circumstances. This change is necessary because lower courts have
found ways to rule outside the scope of that comprehensive list. When written, the intention of the
list was to provide all of the possible issues that could be considered for a change to a parenting plan.
Two lower court decisions modified parenting plans outside of the scope of the list provided in RSA
461-A:11 and were overturned by the NH Supreme Court (see In re Muchmore, 159 NH 470 (2009)
and In re Larue, 156 NH 378 (2007). In Larue, the court observed that the legislature intended
contract principles to apply in determining whether the parties have agreed to a modification
pursuant to the statute, indicating the first steps to limiting the court’s power to alter a parenting
plan. The ability, will, or resources needed to appeal a lower court decision to the Supreme Court is
not necessarily available to all citizens and the Court has made clear, on at least two occasions, that
a legislative fix to the language of RSA 461-A:11 is needed. To better serve the best interests of
children and their parents, the minority believes this bill should pass. 

Committee: Children and Family Law

Bill Number: HB 1286

Title: relative to the modification of parental rights
and responsibilities.

Date: March 1, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Debra Altschiller
FOR THE MINORITY
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Children and Family Law
HB 1286, relative to the modification of parental rights and responsibilities. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Debra Altschiller for the Minority of Children and Family Law. This bill makes minor
and necessary changes to the language of RSA 461-A:11, placing "any of" with "only" in the following:
“The court may issue an order modifying a permanent order concerning parental rights and
responsibilities under any of the following circumstances." It then goes on to outline a nine part list
of those circumstances. This change is necessary because lower courts have found ways to rule
outside the scope of that comprehensive list. When written, the intention of the list was to provide
all of the possible issues that could be considered for a change to a parenting plan. Two lower court
decisions modified parenting plans outside of the scope of the list provided in RSA 461-A:11 and
were overturned by the NH Supreme Court (see In re Muchmore, 159 NH 470 (2009) and In re
Larue, 156 NH 378 (2007). In Larue, the court observed that the legislature intended contract
principles to apply in determining whether the parties have agreed to a modification pursuant to the
statute, indicating the first steps to limiting the court’s power to alter a parenting plan. The ability,
will, or resources needed to appeal a lower court decision to the Supreme Court is not necessarily
available to all citizens and the Court has made clear, on at least two occasions, that a legislative fix
to the language of RSA 461-A:11 is needed. To better serve the best interests of children and their
parents, the minority believes this bill should pass. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1286

BILL TITLE: relative to the modification of parental rights and responsibilities.

DATE: March 1, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Yokela Seconded by Rep. J. Nelson Vote: 8-7

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Peter Petrigno, Clerk



OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

1/10/2022 8:54:52 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2022 SESSION

Children and Family Law
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1286

BILL TITLE: relative to the modification of parental rights and responsibilities.

DATE: January 11, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 2:00pm

Time Adjourned: 2:07pm

Committee Members: Reps. Rice, DeSimone, Petrigno, Yokela, J. Nelson, Belanger, Cross,
Litchfield, D. Smith, Long, Grossman, Levesque, Wazir, Altschiller and Alicea

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

* Rep. Amanda Bouldin
 Introduced her bill relative to the modification of parental rights and responsibilities.

Rep. Jess Edwards
 Signed in opposition

Respectfully Submitted,

Rep. Peter Petrigno, Clerk

Rep. Amanda Bouldin


























	Committee Report
	Voting Sheet
	Public Hearing
	Testimony
	Bill

