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March 3, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Science, Technology and Energy to

which was referred HB 1258,

AN ACT relative to the implementation of the

department of energy. Having considered the same,

report the same with the following amendment, and the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Michael Harrington

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Science, Technology and Energy

Bill Number: HB 1258

Title: relative to the implementation of the
department of energy.

Date: March 3, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-0851h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill addresses the recent creation of the Department of Energy in 2021's HB 2 (Ch. 91, Laws of
2021). As amended, it fixes numerous administrative oversights and omissions in the division of
duties and responsibilities between the department and the Public Utilities Commission. It further
defines the “bright red line” that separates the department and the commission to guarantee that no
future conflicts of interest may contaminate any of the proceedings of the two bodies.

Vote 22-0.

Rep. Michael Harrington
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Science, Technology and Energy
HB 1258, relative to the implementation of the department of energy. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.
Rep. Michael Harrington for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill addresses the recent creation
of the Department of Energy in 2021's HB 2 (Ch. 91, Laws of 2021). As amended, it fixes numerous
administrative oversights and omissions in the division of duties and responsibilities between the
department and the Public Utilities Commission. It further defines the “bright red line” that
separates the department and the commission to guarantee that no future conflicts of interest may
contaminate any of the proceedings of the two bodies. Vote 22-0.

























HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1258

BILL TITLE: relative to the implementation of the department of energy.

DATE: March 1, 2022

LOB ROOM: 306-308

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Harrington Seconded by Rep. Notter AM Vote: 18-4

Amendment # 2022-0851h

Moved by Rep. Harrington Seconded by Rep. Notter Vote: 22-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: NO

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Fred Plett, Clerk





























HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1258

BILL TITLE: relative to the implementation of the department of energy.

DATE: January 25, 2022

LOB ROOM: 306-308 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 3:30 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 4:47 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Vose, Thomas, Plett, Harrington, Notter, Merner, Berezhny,
Bernardy, Cambrils, Ploszaj, White, Somssich, Cali-Pitts, Mann, Oxenham, Lewicke,
McGhee, McWilliams, Chretien, Pimentel and Parshall

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Harrington Rep. Vose

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Harrington – Bill sponsor – DOE creation last year wasn’t perfect – this is a clean up bill from
lessons learned. Not presenting amendment today but may come. Recommendation to chair is to
have a subcommittee. Cali-Pitts – subcommittee would have 5 members, but anybody can attend.
McGhee – bolded language on page 1 – DOE conducting audit of utilities? Auditing folks who were
with PUC now with DOE.

Chris Ellms, Asst, Deputy Commissioner. David Shulock passing on potential amendments. # of
conversations with Harrington, NHPUC.

David Shulock, DOE General Council – loose ends need to be taken care of. He’s been through this
before, could take 2 hours – he proposes high points only. Important changes – Sections 8-10 of bill
as introduced transfer authority of disconnections – consumer protection apparatus to DOE, but
responsibility stayed with PUC – needs to be fixed. On their list, housekeeping on utility assessment
needs to go to DOE, was done but lots of stray references need to be cleaned up. Before a utility to
cross public land, waterways, split process between DOE and PUC. Licensing should be completely
administrative, not adjudicative, but an appeal could be made to NHPUC. Very rare. McGhee –
curious resources from PUC moved over about bright red line between regulatory distinction with
respect to community power. How statutory requirements don’t remove red line? Community power
is still being discussed with PUC – DOE sees this as not rate setting but overview of plans. McGhee
- A lot in here. Clarify what stays with NHPUC. Answer – both agencies given oversight of utilities,
some overlap and confusion, that is why discussions with DOE, NHPUC, and Department of Justice.
That process will take a while. Somssich – A lot of questions – Who is responsible for what? Answer
– that is the purpose of this bill and following bills. Statutes are constructed so that we are two
different agencies. DOE will appear before NHPUC as witness, NHPUC will decide what to do.
Can’t tell NHPUC what to do. NHPUC full of rate analysts, economists. Now at DOE so
communications will occur through filings in dockets. NHPUC can’t tell DOE what to file, DOE can’t
tell NHPUC what to decide. Vose – how many people? DOE – low 70’s population count, NHPUC
somewhere around 20. NHPUC has 6 senior advisors. Much smaller staff, but not able to do
number crunching DOE can do. OCA utility assessment. DOE utility assessment and some federal
funding, and RPS. SEC is funded by applicant fees and general fund. NHPUC by utility
assessment. Cali-Pitts – is NHPUC being slowly dissolved? No – smaller, more focused,
adjudicative. DOE is administrative. Cognizant of not wanting to duplication efforts. Mann –
curious – a lot of this – policy, climate change, energy efficiency, etc. DOE has role? Answer – Yes.
Energy strategy, consumer, safety, etc. Mann – Strategic thinking? Answer – regardless of



differences in ideology, Chris Ellms said 2014 had a $250,000 budget, didn’t exist since. Chretien –
Auditing. Answer – based on test year expenses, they are fully audited – has a relationship to
reality. Do desk audits. If Commission wants an audit, can’t do, but can ask the DOE to do. DOE
also has ability to contract outside. Reference to provisions 541A:29? Answer – requires agency to
respond within 30 days. This is what is missing from application, etc. Action within 60 days or
opening of adjudicative proceeding, etc. That type of automatic timeline are impossible. When
HB1104 went through, agencies were granted exceptions, NHPUC got most, now DOE. Medical
need for service, notifications have been made, etc. when customer hasn’t paid in 5 years. Not
everything at NHPUC was that dramatic. Oversight, but exemptions did not follow.

Clifton Below – Generally supportive of trying to work things out. He is here to address one issue, 3
repeals RSA374:F4 something or other. Fourth principle – nondiscriminatory – don’t repeal whole
thing, keep consumer access. If customer can choose supplier, would have access to grid – if utility,
can’t have better access. Utilities used to be able to discriminate, can’t now. Open non-
discriminatory access. Is it a problem with no utility owned generation? Answer – really not but
ensures non-discrimination. He is willing to help PUC and DOE sort things out. Pole attachments –
Congress gave FCC authority to pole attachments. Federal statute, states can do this in lieu of FCC.
Balancing test needs to go with rate setting – maybe could be a problem with federal law – not
saying that but it is a concern. He thinks he can contribute. Things can be cleaned up.

Eric Wind – NHPUC – Senior advisor. Pleased to work with DOE. Will address – audit function
high priority. If NHPUC requests, DOE may not turn down but concern. Staffing – 14 staff right
now, 10 staff. Two would need further study are pole attachments, and community power. Members
and staff worked, not him until yesterday. But they either support or take no position.
Somssich – what do you think are top 3 basic – pole attachments, community power, factors make
certain are considered. Audit is a priority. Section 11, affiliate agreements, and NHPUC
authorization before FERC. Chretien – last page, section 20 – 1 – repealing requirement –
duplicative of 363 provision.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rep Fred Plett
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Lane, Connie Concord, NH
nhlanes@comcast.net

An Elected Official Merrimack House District 12 Oppose No No 1/21/2022 5:27 PM

O'Neill, Nan SALISBURY, NH
raptorko@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/22/2022 1:22 PM

Hackmann, Kent Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/22/2022 2:12 PM

Nardino, Marie Andover, NH
mdnardino@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/22/2022 4:20 PM

Hamer, Heidi Manchester, NH
heidi.hamer@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/22/2022 5:19 PM

Almy, Susan Lebanon, NH
Susan.almy@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/22/2022 9:20 PM

Glass, Jonathan Cornish, NH
jglass1063@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/23/2022 9:26 AM

Crandell-Glass, Jane Cornish, NH
bostonjane@me.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/23/2022 9:35 AM

Gilman, Julie Exeter, NH
Julie.gilman@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Town of Exeter Oppose No No 1/23/2022 4:05 PM

Oxenham, Lee Plainfield, NH
leeoxenham@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/23/2022 6:11 PM

Chase, Wendy Rollinsford, NH
wendy.chase@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/23/2022 7:48 PM

Doherty, David Pembroke, NH
ddoherty0845@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 8:32 AM

Meuse, David Portsmouth, NH
David.Meuse@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Rockingham 29 Oppose No No 1/24/2022 8:45 AM
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Bouchard, Donald MANCHESTER, NH
donaldjbouchard@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 9:25 AM

Hakken-Phillips,
Mary

Hanover, NH
mhp4nhrep@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 9:35 AM

Chase, Susan ANDOVER, NH
SRFCHASE@GMAIL.COM

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 10:26 AM

Darling, Gisela Andover, NH
darlinggi@tds.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 10:52 AM

levesque, cassandra Barrington, NH
cassandra.levesque@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/24/2022 11:14 AM

Lewis, Elizabeth Nashua, NH
ecop.lewis@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 2:17 PM

Moulton, Caroline Andover, NH
carolinemoulton@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 2:43 PM

Robinson, Ellis Grantham, NH
EllisMMRobinson@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 6:37 PM

Wells, Ken Andover, NH
kenwells3@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 9:45 PM

Dontonville, Roger Enfield, NH
rdontonville@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 10:12 PM

Hamblet, Joan Portsmouth, NH
jhamblet4@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 10:18 PM

Findley, Sally Grantham, NH
findley.se@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 10:54 PM

Broshek, Mary Anne Andover, NH
mabandsadie@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/24/2022 11:20 PM

Tucker, Katherine Wilmot, NH
katherine.s.tucker@valley.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 6:03 AM

Courtney, Jo-Ellen Enfield, NH
jecourtney820@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 8:03 AM

Smith, suzanne Hebron, NH
suzanne.smith@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 9:25 AM

perez, maria milford, NH
mariaeli63@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 9:34 AM

Rich, Martha Enfield, NH
martha.rich@thet.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 11:10 AM



Smith, Nancy Enfield, NH
nancysmith8@me.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 11:53 AM

Dolkart, Vivian Grantham, NH
viviandolkart@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2022 1:14 PM

Schuett, Dianne Pembroke, NH
dianne.schuett@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Merr. Dist. 20 Oppose No No 1/25/2022 11:24 PM
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