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CONSENT CALENDAR

January 12, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred HB 1232-FN,

AN ACT reducing the penalty for first offense drug

possession and repealing certain mandatory minimum

sentences. Having considered the same, report the

same with the recommendation that the bill be

REFERRED FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Terry Roy

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The majority, after having heard testimony from the sponsor and law enforcement, determined that
this bill, while seemingly simple on its face, would have far reaching effects on the ability to reach
plea agreements and also removes a strong deterrent to illegal drug activity near and around
children. There are several other bills dealing with the same subject matter this term that the
majority feels would be better vehicles for sentencing changes. Therefore, the majority recommends
interim study of this bill.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 1232-FN

Title: reducing the penalty for first offense drug
possession and repealing certain mandatory
minimum sentences.

Date: January 12, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Vote 17-1.

Rep. Terry Roy
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 1232-FN, reducing the penalty for first offense drug possession and repealing certain mandatory
minimum sentences. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The majority, after having heard testimony
from the sponsor and law enforcement, determined that this bill, while seemingly simple on its face,
would have far reaching effects on the ability to reach plea agreements and also removes a strong
deterrent to illegal drug activity near and around children. There are several other bills dealing with
the same subject matter this term that the majority feels would be better vehicles for sentencing
changes. Therefore, the majority recommends interim study of this bill. Vote 17-1.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

June 2, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred HB 1232-FN,

AN ACT reducing the penalty for first offense drug

possession and repealing certain mandatory minimum

sentences. Having considered the same, report the

same: NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE

LEGISLATION.

Rep. Terry Roy

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

After hearing testimony at the public hearing and further discussion during executive session, the
committee agreed that this bill should not be recommended for future legislation. Removing the
minimum mandatory sentence for selling drugs within a school zone both removes a valuable law
enforcement tool as well as a disincentive to unlawfully sell these harmful substances to children.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 1232-FN

Title: reducing the penalty for first offense drug
possession and repealing certain mandatory
minimum sentences.

Date: June 2, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE
LEGISLATION

Vote 11-4.

Rep. Terry Roy
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 1232-FN, reducing the penalty for first offense drug possession and repealing certain mandatory
minimum sentences.NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION .
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. After hearing testimony at the public hearing
and further discussion during executive session, the committee agreed that this bill should not be
recommended for future legislation. Removing the minimum mandatory sentence for selling drugs
within a school zone both removes a valuable law enforcement tool as well as a disincentive to
unlawfully sell these harmful substances to children. Vote 11-4.

REGULAR CALENDAR



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1232-FN

BILL TITLE: reducing the penalty for first offense drug possession and repealing certain
mandatory minimum sentences.

DATE: January 12, 2022

LOB ROOM: 204

MOTIONS: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY

Moved by Rep. Roy Seconded by Rep. Welch Vote: 17-1

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Scott Wallace, Clerk





HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1232-FN

BILL TITLE: reducing the penalty for first offense drug possession and repealing certain
mandatory minimum sentences.

DATE: June 2, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTION:

Interim Study (2nd yr) Not Recommended for Future Legislation

Moved by Rep. Green Seconded by Rep. Pratt Vote: 10-4

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Scott Wallace, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1232-FN

BILL TITLE: reducing the penalty for first offense drug possession and repealing
certain mandatory minimum sentences.

DATE: January 12, 2022

LOB ROOM: 204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1348

Time Adjourned: 1403

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Roy, Wallace, Welch, Burt, Hopper, Green, Testerman,
True, Pratt, Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet, Meuse, R.
Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Conley, Klein-Knight and Bradley

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

*Rep. Warden
 Introduces bill
 Bill suggested by ACA, Hillsboro.
 Because of lack of prosecutorial discretion

Ross Connoly - AFP NH
 Supports

Rep. Burt
 Asks: Can people be forced into treatment?

Rep. Ross
 Replies: NO, especially on 1st. time offenses.

Rep. True
 Would you say removing mandatory minimums unclogs courts?

Rep. Ross
 Replies: To a point, but not completely

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Scott Wallace, Clerk

Rep. Warden





House Remote Testify

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Testify List for Bill HB1232 on 2022-01-12 
Support: 3    Oppose: 6    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Howland, Curtis Manchester, NH
howland@priss.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/10/2022 1:03 PM

Berry, Jake Concord, NH
jberry@new-futures.org

A Lobbyist New Futures Support No No 1/11/2022 11:02 AM

Bryfonski, John Bedford Police Chief, NH
jbryfonski@bedfordnh.org

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/11/2022 12:48 PM

Hannon, Joe Lee, NH
Joehannon4nh@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/12/2022 9:14 AM

Parsons, John Grantham, NH
jwporp@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/12/2022 9:15 AM

Hoebeke, Joseph Hollis, NH
jhoebeke@hollisnh.org

A Member of the Public NH Association of Chiefs of Police Oppose No No 1/12/2022 9:15 AM

Levesque, Brian Manchester, NH
blevesque@merrimacknh.gov

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/12/2022 9:31 AM

Reynolds, Charles Dover, NH
reynolds.charles@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/12/2022 10:02 AM

Lascaze, Joseph Bedford, NH
Joseph@aclu-nh.org

A Lobbyist American Civil Liberties Union Support No No 1/12/2022 10:11 AM

Dunn, Robert Manchester, NH
rdunn@rcbm.org

A Lobbyist Roman Catholic Diocese of
Manchester

Oppose No No 1/12/2022 10:46 AM

Reams, Mark Amherst, NH
mreams@amherstnh.gov

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/12/2022 10:47 AM
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Archived: Thursday, March 10, 2022 2:49:09 PM
From: Joseph Lascaze
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 9:38:50 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: HB 1232
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
Fact Sheet - HB 1232.pdf ;

DearM em bersoftheCrim inalJusticeandP ublicS afety Com m ittee,

Iw ritefrom theACL U ofN ew Ham pshireinstrongsupportofHB 1296,w hichw illbebeforeyour
com m itteethism orningat11:15am .P leasefindattachedourfactsheetonthebill,w hichincludesa
sum m ary ofthebillandw hy w estrongly supportit.

T hankyou foryourtim eandconsideration.Iw ouldbehappy todiscussthebillatyourconvenience.

Bestregards,

Joseph Lascaze

Smart Justice Campaign Manager

American Civil Liberties Union of New Hampshire

18 Low Avenue, Concord, NH 03301

603.227.6683 x 108| Joseph@aclu-nh.org

aclu-nh.org

This message may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please
immediately advise the sender by reply email that this message has been inadvertently transmitted to you and delete this email from
your system.

mailto:Joseph@aclu-nh.org
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us




 


 


Joseph Lascaze 


Smart Justice Campaign Manager 


Joseph@aclu-nh.org 


603.227.6683 x 108


Support HB 1232 - Defelonize the Possession of Drugs 
 
Bill Summary: HB 1232 would reduce first-time possession, transportation, or use of controlled drugs 
from a class B felony to an unclassified misdemeanor and subsequent violations to class B felonies or 
an unclassified misdemeanor at the discretion of the prosecutor. Finally, the legislation would eliminate 
mandatory minimums and restore judicial discretion to cases involving school zone or drug enterprise 
leader charges. 
 
Public safety resources should be focused on enhancing public safety. Yet, the vast majority of 
drug arrests are for possession, not sale, and that trend is going in the wrong direction. There were 4,382 
total drug arrests in New Hampshire in 2020, and 87 percent of those arrests (3,806) were for possession.i 
In the past 5 years drug possession arrests (27,320 total arrests) comprised 82 percent of all drug arrests 
(33,465 total arrests).ii In the past 10 years, drug possession arrests (48,376 total arrests) comprised 80 
percent of all drug arrests (60,216 total arrests).iii  
 
Saddling people with felony records for the possession of drugs does not make our communities 
safer. The collateral harms of a felony conviction are tremendous – they inhibit pathways to rejoining 
communities, including making it more difficult for individuals to secure safe housing, meaningful 
education, and gainful employment. These obstacles increase the likelihood that individuals will reenter 
the criminal justice system. 
 
New Hampshire laws are enforced with a staggering racial bias. Despite making up just 1.8 percent 
of New Hampshire’s population,iv Black people comprised 5.8 percent of all arrests and 6.5 percent of all 
drug arrests in 2020.v And, this disparity has remained consistent. Black people comprised 5.7 percent 
of all drug arrests in the past 5 yearsvi and 5.2 percent over the past 10 years.vii  Reclassifying drug 
possession as a misdemeanor offense provides an opportunity to begin to address the disproportionate 
harms that New Hampshire’s criminal justice system has had on Black and Brown people. 
 
New Hampshire’s drug laws are a waste of taxpayer dollars. For decades, this country sought to 
solve drug use and crime through lengthy incarceration. Federally, and at the state level, drug sentences 
and fines steadily increased for decades under the belief that eventually we would find the number of 
years in prison that it took to deter crime. This myth about the effectiveness of incarceration resulted in 
our state’s prison population increasing in size nearly nine-fold between 1980 and 2016, and admissions 
to New Hampshire prisons increasing by 24 percent. And yet, drug offenses are still the most common 
offense for people entering NH prisons, accounting for roughly 21 percent of our prison admissions.viii  
Defelonizing drug possession would also have a major impact on New Hampshire’s indigent defense 
system, as the Public Defender program opens an average of 1,100 to 1,400 straight possession cases 
each year, which could be substantially reduced under HB 1232.ix 
 


Support HB 1232 – Stop saddling thousands of people with felony records each year for drug 


possession 


i Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime Data Explorer, New Hampshire, 2020 data, available at https://crime-
data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest. 
ii Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime Data Explorer, New Hampshire, past 5 years, available at https://crime-
data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest. 
iii Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime Data Explorer, New Hampshire, past 10 years, available at https://crime-
data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest. 
iv U.S. Census Bureau, QuickFacts, New Hampshire, available at https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NH.  
v Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime Data Explorer, New Hampshire, 2020 data, available at https://crime-
data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest.  
vi Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime Data Explorer, New Hampshire, past 5 years, available at https://crime-
data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest. 
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vii Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime Data Explorer, New Hampshire, past 10 years, available at https://crime-
data-explorer.app.cloud.gov/pages/explorer/crime/arrest. 
viii ACLU Smart Justice 50-State Blueprint, New Hampshire, available at 
https://50stateblueprint.aclu.org/states/new-hampshire/.  
ix See HB 1232-FN, Fiscal Note as Introduced, available at 
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_Status/billinfo.aspx?id=1516.  
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