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C O M M ITTE E RE P O RT

Committee: P ublicW ork s an dH ig hw ays

Bill Number: H B 1217-FN

Title: relativ e toag en cy reportin g of state-ow n ed
property.

Date: Jan uary 12,2022

Consent Calendar: C O N S E N T

Recommendation: IN E XP E D IE N T TO L E GIS L A TE

S TA TE M E N T OF IN TE N T

Currently, the state has a robust process for all agencies to report their real estate holdings on a
biennial basis. This listing is maintained by the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) and is
available to the public on the DAS web site. The bill, as introduced, would add a specific reporting
requirement for vacant or abandoned property. Additionally, there would be a requirement for each
agency to specify whether or not such property could be conveyed to the community in which it is
located. The committee believes that the current reporting requirement is adequate. There are also
definitional problems with the terms "vacant" or "abandoned" that would require a re-work of state
statutes. Finally, there is an existing process for the disposal of surplus state assets which could
potentially be in conflict with the provisions contained in this bill.

Vote 19-0.

Rep. Mark McConkey
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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C O N S E N T C A L E N D A R

Public Works and Highways
H B 1217-FN , relative to agency reporting of state-owned property. IN E XP E D IE N T TO
L E GIS L A TE .
Rep. Mark McConkey for Public Works and Highways. Currently, the state has a robust process for
all agencies to report their real estate holdings on a biennial basis. This listing is maintained by the
Department of Administrative Services (DAS) and is available to the public on the DAS web site. The
bill, as introduced, would add a specific reporting requirement for vacant or abandoned property.
Additionally, there would be a requirement for each agency to specify whether or not such property
could be conveyed to the community in which it is located. The committee believes that the current
reporting requirement is adequate. There are also definitional problems with the terms "vacant" or
"abandoned" that would require a re-work of state statutes. Finally, there is an existing process for
the disposal of surplus state assets which could potentially be in conflict with the provisions
contained in this bill. V ote 19-0.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1217-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to agency reporting of state-owned property.

DATE: January 12, 2022

LOB ROOM: 201-203

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. McConkey Seconded by Rep. Eaton Vote: 19-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep David Milz, Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # ~

BILL TITLE:

DATE:

LOB ROOM:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP 1~≤1 ITL LI Retain (1st year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

MovedbyRep. SecondedbyRep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI OTP/A LI ITL LI Retain (1st year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI OTP/A LI ITL LI Retain (1st year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved_by_Rep. Seconded_by_Rep.____________________ Vote:__________

MOTION: (Please check one box)

LI OTP LI OTP/A LI ITL LI Retain (1st year) LI Adoption of
Amendment #

LI Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

CONSENT CALENDAR: ‘>< YES ___NO

Minority Report? Yes No If yes, author, Rep: ______________ Motion

Respectfully submitted: ~
Rep-NatalM-Wells, C1eTIC
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB1217

BILL TITLE: Relative to agency reporting of state-owned property

DATE: 01/12/2022

LOB ROOM: 201

Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:15 pm

Time Adjourned: 1:35 pm

Committee Members: Reps. Graham, McConkey, Somero, Fedolfi, Blasek, Gagne,
Thompson, Boyd, Cloutier, Edgar, Jack, Abbott, Faulkner, S. Newman, Eaton, Pedersen,
Query and Bunker

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Doug Trottier, prime sponsor
The state has no database of vacant and abandoned property. The bill requires each agency with
property to report to the Division of Administrative Services and then DAS files a report. He is
hopeful this property can be divested more rapidly to improve the tax base. Rep Graham asked why
the existing statute is inadequate. The response is that every agency has their own data and it is
not collected centrally.

Jared Nyland, Department of Administrative Services
* Attachment A, written testimony
The department opposes the bill. “Vacant and abandoned” is not defined and not an industry
standard term. SB359 is more workable. Rep. Graham asked if there is a publicly accessible
electronic version of the inventory. The response is yes, DAS maintains a statewide database. Rep.
Faulkner asked if there is consistency in determining what is surplus property. The response is that
each agency has discretion to determine what is surplus. Rep. Thompson asked why we do not
identify abandoned property. The response is that if the legislature wishes, the agency can do it.
Rep. Eaton asked if some properties have future use that is not apparent. The response is yes. Rep.
Graham noted that it is not appropriate for DAS to speak for agencies. Rep. Cloutier asked if there
was an update to the fiscal note. The response is there is nothing further.

Patrick Hackley, Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Division of Forests and Lands
* Attachment B, written testimony
The bill needs definition of terms for vacant and abandoned. The witness reviewed relevant RSA
text. The bill needs to be sensitive to agency specific needs.

Steve Labonte, Department of Transportation, Bureau of Right of Way
The witness explained what his bureau does. He went through counts of parcels that are in various
states of marketability. He is not sure DOT could implement this bill in the timeframe specified.
The public often contacts DOT to propose buying parcels. Rep. Faulkner asked if the public could
identify parcels from tax maps. The response is yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Martin L. Jack, Acting Clerk
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HB 1217-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION
22-2252
11/05

HOUSE BILL 1217-FN

AN ACT relative to agency reporting of state-owned property.

SPONSORS: Rep. Trottier, Belk. 6

COMMITTEE: Public Works and Highways

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill requires the department of administrative services to maintain a list of all vacant or
abandoned property owned by the state, and to issue biennial reports on the status of such property.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 1217-FN - AS INTRODUCED
22-2252
11/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two

AN ACT relative to agency reporting of state-owned property.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Disposition of Real Estate; Vacant or Abandoned Property. Amend RSA 4 by

inserting after section 39-f the following new section:

4:39-g Vacant or Abandoned Real Estate; Reporting Requirement.

I. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the department of administrative services

shall maintain a list of all vacant or abandoned property owned by the state. Such list shall include

the dates the property was acquired, the length of time the property has been vacant or abandoned,

and whether the property could be sold, conveyed, or otherwise transferred to the community in

which it is located. Such list shall be made publicly available.

II. The commissioner of the department of administrative services, or designee, shall

biennially create a report that details why any vacant or abandoned property remains vacant or

abandoned and why such property could not be sold. Such report shall be made publicly available on

the department's Internet website.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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LBA
22-2252
10/28/21

HB 1217-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to agency reporting of state-owned property.

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State [ ] County [ ] Local [ ] None

Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase
Indeterminable

Increase

Funding Source:
[ X ] General [ ] Education [ X ] Highway [ X ] Other - Various

Funds

METHODOLOGY:

This bill requires the Department of Administrative Services to maintain a list of all vacant or

abandoned property owned by the state, and to issue biennial reports on the status of each

property.

The Department of Administrative Services states they do not currently collect the information

required by the bill, nor do they have direct access to the information for state real property

managed by other state agencies. Therefore, in order to collect and maintain the property

information there would be an indeterminable increase on various state expenditures. The

Department states it is unable to determine the additional staff hours or additional staff across

different agencies that would be needed to meet the required obligations in the bill.

It is assumed the fiscal impact would begin in FY 2023.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Administrative Services
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