
Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

CONSENT CALENDAR

February 3, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Judiciary to which was referred HB

1195,

AN ACT relative to public comment periods at public

meetings. Having considered the same, report the same

with the following amendment, and the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Edward Gordon

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill, as amended, provides that there must be a public comment period at the beginning of each
public meeting of a school board or school administrative unit (SAU) board. The public comment
period would be held before any substantive business is conducted. Individual comment could be
limited to three minutes and the comment period need be no longer than one hour. The period would
need to be no longer than necessary to hear all those who wish to speak. This would not limit a
board from receiving public comments during other times during a meeting. The original bill
required all public bodies to have a fixed public comment period. The amendment provides only for
school boards and SAU boards as that is where the testimony heard by the committee indicated that
a problem exists.

Committee: Judiciary

Bill Number: HB 1195

Title: relative to public comment periods at public
meetings.

Date: February 3, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-0455h

Vote 21-0.

Rep. Edward Gordon
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Judiciary
HB 1195, relative to public comment periods at public meetings. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.
Rep. Edward Gordon for Judiciary. This bill, as amended, provides that there must be a public
comment period at the beginning of each public meeting of a school board or school administrative
unit (SAU) board. The public comment period would be held before any substantive business is
conducted. Individual comment could be limited to three minutes and the comment period need be
no longer than one hour. The period would need to be no longer than necessary to hear all those who
wish to speak. This would not limit a board from receiving public comments during other times
during a meeting. The original bill required all public bodies to have a fixed public comment period.
The amendment provides only for school boards and SAU boards as that is where the testimony
heard by the committee indicated that a problem exists. Vote 21-0.

CONSENT CALENDAR







HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1195

BILL TITLE: relative to public comment periods at public meetings.

DATE: February 3, 2022

LOB ROOM: 206-208

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Gordon Seconded by Rep. Alexander Jr. AM Vote: 21-0

Amendment # 2022-0455h

Moved by Rep. Gordon Seconded by Rep. Alexander Jr. Vote: 21-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Kurt Wuelper, Clerk













House Remote Testify

Judiciary Committee Testify List for Bill HB1195 on 2022-01-20 
Support: 9    Oppose: 81    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Kudlik, Cindy Grafton, NH
CindyKudlik@protonmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/14/2022 4:34 PM

Codling, Brigitte North Haverhill, NH
townmanager@haverhill-nh.com

A Member of the Public Town of Haverhill Oppose No No 1/14/2022 8:55 PM

Boucher, Jennifer Monroe, NH
jlcollins75@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/14/2022 9:06 PM

Hamer, Gary Manchester, NH
ghamer@mansd.org

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/16/2022 1:41 PM

Potucek, John Derry, NH
potucek1@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/17/2022 1:52 PM

Goggans, Ron Campton, NH
rongoggans@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 10:37 AM

Saba, Robin CANDIA, NH
rbrooks230@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 2:47 PM

Greyes, Natch Concord, NH
ngreyes@nhmunicipal.org

A Lobbyist New Hampshire Municipal
Association

Oppose No No 1/18/2022 4:22 PM

Smith, Julie Nashua, NH
cantdog@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 8:01 AM

Tremblay, RMAC
Chair, Michele L.

Penacook, NH
mlt@naturesource.net

A Member of the Public Rivers Management Advisory
Committee

Support No No 1/19/2022 10:42 AM

Dolan, Tom Londonderry, NH
tomd0610@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 12:01 PM

Richardson, Daniel Nashua, NH
daniel6_22@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 1:42 PM

Davis, Michelle Concord, NH
mdavis@nhlakes.org

A Lobbyist NH LAKES Support No No 1/19/2022 2:57 PM
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Pumilia, MaryAnn Laconia, NH
mpumilia@frontiernet.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 6:58 PM

Levavi, David Manchester, NH
david.levavi@protonmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 7:01 PM

Anastasia, Patricia Londonderry, NH
patti.anastasia@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 9:27 PM

Pauer, Eric Brookline, NH
secretary@BrooklineGOP.org

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 10:05 PM

Loveless, Eric bedford, NH
nassur34@protonmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/20/2022 12:31 AM

Walczyk, Alexander Hooksett, NH
awalczyk@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/20/2022 12:43 PM

Petrusewicz, Carol Rochester, NH
clmcc2befree@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/20/2022 7:15 PM





Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:50:25 AM
From: Barrett Christina
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2022 12:02:05 PM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Cc: Jennifer Foor; Karen Karwocki; Rebecca Wilson
Subject: HB 1195
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
Supt Survey Results - Public comments.xls ;

Dear Members of the Committee –

Please allow this email to serve as a follow up to my testimony a couple weeks ago regarding HB
1195. As a result of the discussion of this bill, NHSBA surveyed school superintendents asking if
their local school board(s) provided an opportunity for public comments at each meeting.
Attached in an Excel are the results of that survey.

While the survey is not comprehensive and not every school board replied, it does indicate that
most school boards already offer a public comment period at public meetings. Some boards offer
more than one or multiple public periods at meetings.

To reiterate, NHSBA believes this bill is unnecessary, at least as it pertains to school boards.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please contact me if NHSBA can assist.

---

Barrett M. Christina
Exec u tive D irec tor
NH School Boards Association

P : (60 3)22 8 -20 61 x30 7 F: (60 3)22 8 -2351

A : 25 Triangle P arkD rive, S u ite 10 1 , C onc ord , N H 0 330 1

W : nhs ba. org E : bc hris tina@ nhs ba. org

Disclaimer:
The information in this elec tronic mes s age, inc lu d ingany attac hment
(s ), may inc lu d e c onfid entialorprivileged information, a d raft, orlegalgu id anc e whic his
intend ed forthe exc lu s ive u s e ofthe intend ed rec ipient. N H S B A provid es legaled u c ation
and information as a generals ervic e to N H S B A members . The information provid ed to
members d oes notalone es tablis han attorney c lientrelations hip. A d d itionally, the
information provid ed s hou ld notbe interpreted oru s ed as a s u bs titu te fora legalopinion
from a s c hoolattorney. B efore makinglegald ec is ions , s c hoolboard s and ad minis trators
s hou ld c ons u ltwiththeirattorney orotherq u alified c ou ns el. Ifyou are notthe intend ed
rec ipientand have rec eived this mes s age in error, d o notu s e orrely on this
information. P leas e notify the N ew H amps hire S c hoolB oard s A s s oc iation by reply e-mail
orby telephone at(60 3)22 8 -20 61 . P leas e d es troy allc opies ofthis mes s age and
any attac hments thereto.
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Survey Results

		First Name		Last Name		Email Address		1. How many districts are in your SAU?		2. Does your board(s) offer a public comment period at public meetings? If you are in a multi-district SAU, please respond relative to each school board. (For example, two boards do, one does not).		3. If yes, does your board(s) offer more than one public comment period at public meetings? (For example, two boards do, one does not).		4. Does your public comment period have a time limit (for the period, not per speaker)?		5. Is your public comment period limited to agenda items or is it open-ended?

		Lisa		Witte		lwitte@mrsd.org		1		Yes		Yes		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Kimberly		Saunders		ksaunders@conval.edu		1		Yes		2 public comment periods		No		Open-ended

		Thomas		Ambrose		tambrose@sau17.org		1		Yes		We have two for one board 

One before new business and one at the end after old business		30 minutes or less		Agenda items

		Lois		Costa		lcosta@sau90.org		One		Yes		No, just one		Open-ended		Agenda items

		Winfried		Feneberg		wfeneberg@kearsarge.org		1		yes		Depending on agenda items, the Board Chair may allow public comment again during the meeting		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Brian		Balke		brian.balke@sau19.org		2 - Goffstown and New Boston		New Boston - Two public comment sections for all board meetings

Goffstown - One public comment at the beginning of the meeting		one board yes - one board no 

Goffstown restricts public comment to 3 minutes
New Boston currently does not restrict public comment but are working on a Policy to do so		No		Agenda items

		Mark		MacLean		mmaclean@mvsdpride.org		2		MV - yes (one at the beginning - for agenda items only and an additional opportunity at the end of the meeting for open public comment)

Andover - yes (one opportunity at the beginning of the meeting to comment on agenda items only)		Please see above. MV offers two public comment opportunities.		30 minutes or less		Other: MV offers both options and Andover limits to Agenda items.

		Susan		Givens		givenss@newmarket.k12.nh.us		1		Yes		No		30 minutes or less		Agenda items

		Dr. James		Morse		jmorse@orcsd.org		1		yes		SAU 5 offers public comment at the beginning and the end of every meeting.		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Kathleen		Murphy		kmurphy@sau8.org		ONE		The district offers public comment		The Board offers public comment twice during the meeting		30 minutes or less		Other: One public comment is to speak to agenda items and the 2nd opportunity for public comment is at the end of the meeting on any topic

						Anonymous		Submission for Michael Fournier (Bedford) 1 district in our SAU		yes, we offer public comment at meetings		yes, we offer public comment at the start and at each agenda item		No		Open-ended

		Eric "Chip"		McGee		cmcgee@pelhamsd.org		1		Yes		No		No		Open-ended

		Ronna		Cadarette		r_cadarette@sau58.org		3		Yes, all three Boards do.		They are all at the end of the agenda and states:

Public Comment on Board Agenda Items.

They must sign in and put the topic they wish to comment on.		30 minutes or less		Agenda items

		Andrew		Corey		andrew.corey@sau41.org		Three
Hollis Brookline, Hollis Brookline Coop		Yes to all three districts		No		30 minutes or less		Agenda items

		Pamela		Stiles		pamela.stiles@sau101.org		1		Yes		Yes, the Board offers 2 public comment sections during a meeting.		30 minutes or less		Agenda items

		Brendan		Minnihan		bminnihan@sau43.org		1		yes - 3 minutes each up to a total of 15 minutes		Typically only one at the beginning - although they have moved it to the end for the last two meetings.		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Daniel		Moulis		dmoulis@sau74.org		1		Yes, the School Board offers public comment at School Board meetings and public meetings.		The School Board offers two opportunities for public comment.		No		Open-ended

		Russell		Holden		rholden@sunapeeschools.org		1		yes		We offer one at this time at the start of the meeting		30 minutes or less		Other: It allows for comments and question to the board around anything that falls under the board's responsibility, not on any personnel other than superintendent

		Michael		Tursi		mtursi@sau80.org		1		Yes		No		No		Open-ended

		Dr. Gail		Paludi		gpaludi@goshenschooldistrictnh.org		One		Yes		Yes,2 public comment periods		Open-ended		Open-ended

		Christine		Martin		cmartin@mascenic.org		1		Yes		No		30 minutes or less		Agenda items

		Laurie		Melanson		lmelanson@sau23.org		5		All have a policy for up to 15 minutes of public input per meeting and or limit people to 3-5 minutes.		All 5 offer two		More than 30 minutes		Agenda items

		Dr. Dean		Cascadden		dcascadden@bownet.org		2 Dunbaton and Bow		yes for both districts		yes for both		Open-ended		Open-ended

		Judith		McGann		jmcgann@lin-wood.org		2 communities		1 Board. Yes, they do offer public comment.		Board offers 1 public comment at end of meeting, 15 minutes total.		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Daniel		LeGallo		dlegallo@sau18.org		1		yes		yes one at the beginning of the meeting and one at the end of the meeting		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Leah		Holz		lholz@monroeschool77.com		1		Yes.		One official public comment - public comments open for other questions (usually we have no public there)		30 minutes or less		Open-ended

		Kevin		Richard		krichard@sau9.org		8 districts in SAU 9.		Conway-yes
Bartlett-yes
Jackson-yes
Albany-yes
Hart's Location-not officially on the agenda
Chatham- Not officially on the agenda
Eaton-yes
SAU 9- yes		Only Conway has two public comment agenda items.		Open-ended		Open-ended







Archived: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 10:39:07 AM
From: Liz Tentarelli
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 3:15:01 PM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Subject: HB1195 is inappropriate to all municipal committees
Importance: Normal

To the House Judiciary Committee:

I urge you to recommend ITL on HB1195 requiring 15 minutes at the start of all public meetings
to be set aside for public testimony. In a much earlier life I chaired the Atkinson Recreation
Commission. More recently I served for 12 years on the Newbury Public Library board of
Trustees, 8 of those years as chair. We rarely had anyone besides the board and library director,
and when we did they were allowed to testify at the beginning or right after our discussion of a
change to policy or at the end to comment on the budget. Reserving time at the beginning of a
meeting would make no sense if the public comment were intended to apply to a decision or
discussion we had not yet had.

I respect the intent of the bill, but I ask you to please respect that elected and appointed officials
on NH's many local boards and committees should be the ones to decide when in a meeting it
makes the most sense to allow public comment.

I respectfully submit this testimony on HB1195 for your hearing on Jan. 20, 3:30 pm.

Liz Tentarelli

27 Bowles Rd., Newbury NH 03255

mailto:LWV@kenliz.net
mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us










Archived: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 10:52:07 AM
From: Tom Dolan
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2022 7:25:05 PM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Cc: Al Baldasaro; Alfred Baldasaro; Al Baldasaro
Subject: HB1195
Importance: Normal
Attachments: HB 1195.docx ;

___________________________________
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Dear Representatives



I contact you today to ask that you support HB1195.  I am the prime sponsor.  Unfortunately, a serious health issue prevents me from testifying.  I have asked Representative Al Baldasaro to present to you on my behalf.



The purpose in short and clear.  This bill requires municipalities to conduct a period of “public comment” before a public meeting.  For example:  Before a Board of Selectman meeting, Town Council meeting, Library meeting, School Board meeting, Recreation meeting, Planning Board meeting, etc.  I call this the “Right to Speak” bill. Many citizens have been told that they have no right to speak and are excluded from testifying before a local municipal meeting. 



This exclusion has frustrated our fellow citizens as they attempt to engage with their local government. While some political entities conduct “public comment”, several delegate this period to the end of the meeting.  This is nothing more than a cynical attempt to home the interested speaker won’t wait several hours to say 2 or three lines about a local issue.  In other words, it should be respectively held at the start of the meeting.



The requirement is to conduct the public comment period at the beginning of the meeting for al least fifteen minutes unless there are no additional citizens wishing to speak.  The meeting Chair may always extend the period as they determine appropriate.



Rep Tom Dolan

HB 11965 Bill Sponsor



2022 SESSION

22-2390

10/04

 

HOUSE BILL 1195

 

[bookmark: bkTitleDraft0]AN ACT relative to public comment periods at public meetings.

 

SPONSORS: Rep. Dolan, Rock. 5; Rep. Ankarberg, Straf. 10; Rep. Thomas, Rock. 5; Rep. Maggiore, Rock. 22; Rep. Cordelli, Carr. 4; Rep. Potucek, Rock. 6; Rep. Deshaies, Carr. 6; Rep. Baldasaro, Rock. 5; Rep. Pauer, Hills. 26

 

COMMITTEE: Judiciary

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

 

ANALYSIS

 

This bill requires that all open meetings of public bodies have a period designated for public comment.

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.

22-2390

10/04

 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two

 

[bookmark: bkTitleDraft1]AN ACT relative to public comment periods at public meetings.

 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

 

[bookmark: Chapt1]1  New Paragraph; Access to Governmental Records and Meetings; Meeting Open to the Public; Public Comment.  Amend RSA 91-A:2 by inserting after paragraph III the following new paragraph:

IV.  All meetings of a public body open to the public under this chapter shall include a period of public comment at the beginning of the agenda for the meeting.  The chairperson may determine the length of time, for both total time and individual time, for the public comment but shall not limit or censor the content of the public comment; provided, however, that the period of public comment shall not be limited to a total time period of less than 15 minutes unless no further public comment is offered.

[bookmark: Chapt2]2  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

[bookmark: _GoBack]



Archived: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:41:47 AM
From: Tom Falter
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 9:44:03 AM
To: ~House Judiciary Committee
Cc: Rachel Anderson; Christine Martin
Subject: HB 1195 and SB 410
Importance: Normal

To All,
I feel these bills are not necessary at this time. They also interfere with local control. Whenever I
spoke at the different committees there was a sign-in, three-minute limit and I could only speak on
the agenda. Why do you have these limits?
I understand the frustration parents have with Scool Boards. We are doing the best we can while
the Legislator wants to make it more difficult.
Your Body has more problems than we do. Could the House adopt these rules?
With highest regards,
Tom Falter
Greenville, NH

mailto:tfalter@mascenic.org
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