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January 26, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Ways and Means to which was

referred HB 1189,

AN ACT permitting voluntary donations to

municipalities or the state to fund certain projects or to

reduce taxation. Having considered the same, report

the same with the following resolution: RESOLVED,

that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jordan Ulery

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This well-intentioned bill seeks to allow voluntary donations to a state entity (the state or any of its
political subdivisions). Such donation currently takes place with frequency and the donator is
acknowledged by an entity, usually a plaque (such as those affixed to park benches). The wording of
the bill seems to commercialize such donations and may even leave the door open for authorizing
entities to ethics charges of favoritism as a result of a donation. One could also see police or fire
vehicle emblazoned like a race car with sponsors’ logos. While the committee urges personal
donations to a governmental entity, most of the committee does not support commercialization of the
process. One should also note that some agencies, including the Housing Finance Authority and NH
libraries under specific statutes, have the ability to accept donations. Under RSA 31:19, I a political
subdivision may already accept donations for a project or to be held in trust. Most communities
already have a trust fund or trustees of the trust fund(s). The NH Supreme Court has ruled that
monies received can be of one of three classes and may not be discriminatory. This bill makes
absolutely no reference to the three classes (temporary, permanent, restricted) nor how the program
would be implemented within the scope of current law. If one is interested in further information,
one is directed to a white paper on the subject by the NH Municipal Association from 2013.
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Rep. Jordan Ulery
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Ways and Means
HB 1189, permitting voluntary donations to municipalities or the state to fund certain projects or to
reduce taxation. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jordan Ulery for Ways and Means. This well-intentioned bill seeks to allow voluntary donations
to a state entity (the state or any of its political subdivisions). Such donation currently takes place
with frequency and the donator is acknowledged by an entity, usually a plaque (such as those affixed
to park benches). The wording of the bill seems to commercialize such donations and may even leave
the door open for authorizing entities to ethics charges of favoritism as a result of a donation. One
could also see police or fire vehicle emblazoned like a race car with sponsors’ logos. While the
committee urges personal donations to a governmental entity, most of the committee does not
support commercialization of the process. One should also note that some agencies, including the
Housing Finance Authority and NH libraries under specific statutes, have the ability to accept
donations. Under RSA 31:19, I a political subdivision may already accept donations for a project or
to be held in trust. Most communities already have a trust fund or trustees of the trust fund(s). The
NH Supreme Court has ruled that monies received can be of one of three classes and may not be
discriminatory. This bill makes absolutely no reference to the three classes (temporary, permanent,
restricted) nor how the program would be implemented within the scope of current law. If one is
interested in further information, one is directed to a white paper on the subject by the NH
Municipal Association from 2013. Vote 20-1.
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House Remote Testify

Ways and Means Committee Testify List for Bill HB1189 on 2022-01-11 
Support: 4    Oppose: 0    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signed Up

Howland, Curtis Manchester, NH
howland@priss.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/10/2022 12:56 PM

Axelman, Elliot Hooksett, NH
alu.axelman@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/10/2022 11:34 PM

Elliott, John Manchester, NH
tyre1@verizon.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 9:32 AM

Melvin, Daniel Auburn, NH
DanMelvin@verizon.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/11/2022 9:57 AM
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Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 8:56:08 AM
From: Julius Soti
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 6:37:42 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: Michael Yakubovich; Mark Warden
Subject: HB1189 AN ACT permitting voluntary donations...
Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members,

As the primary sponsor of HB1189 it was my intention to testify in person, but as chance would

have it I've come down with a rather miserable cold, so this written testimony will have to suffice.

This bill looks to enable and encourage voluntary funding from individuals of means

or corporations for state and municipal projects and expenses, thereby reducing taxation. These

donations, I believe, are tax-deductible from federal income taxes. This, along with “suitable

recognition,” as seen fit by the governing body, serve as motivating factors for potential donors.

Recognition would serve in much the same way as on PBS when they announce, program “Z”

was brought to you by “Y” Corporation. Anyone, who donated a large sum of money for a

building project, school bus, or fire truck, can have a plaque or sign in recognition of the donation

placed on the building or vehicle. The bill also establishes the availability of making donations on

the state and municipality websites, thereby serving the same role as a GoFundMe page. I

believe this bill has great potential, especially with input from the committee.

Thank you for your consideration,

Rep. Julius F Soti

Windham

603-404-1115

mailto:rep.jsoti@gmail.com
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Michael.Yakubovich@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Mark.Warden@leg.state.nh.us


N E W H A M P S H I R E  M U N I C I P A L A S S O C I A T I O N
25 Triangle Park Drive Concord, NH 03301 Tel: 603.224.7447 

NHMAinfo@nhmunicipal.org governmentaffairs@nhmunicipal.org legalinquiries@nhmunicipal.org
www.nhmunicipal.org

January 10, 2022

Representative Norman Major, Chairman
House Ways and Means Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 202-204  
Concord, NH 03301

Via Electronic Mail Only

Re:  HB 1189 relative to voluntary donations to municipalities.   

Dear Chairman Major and Committee Members:

I write to express the support of the New Hampshire Municipal Association for HB 1189.

HB 1189 proposes a new financial tool for potential revenue capture for municipalities. It would permit 
municipalities to accept voluntary donations to fund specific projects or to reduce taxation. Donations
would be non-lapsing, and the governing body would have the authority to expend these funds for the 
allowable purposes contained within the bill. 

Many of the allowable projects included in the bill are large in scale and would typically be funded long-
term through local taxation. By allowing for voluntary donations for these types of projects, local 
fundraising efforts could play a key role in the completion of an untold number of community projects
that otherwise ue to the limits of taxation. 

We ask the committee to vote to recommend HB 1189 as Ought to Pass.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine Heck 
Government Finance Advisor



Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 8:56:09 AM
From: Billie-Jean Greene
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 3:25:52 PM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB1189
Importance: Normal


I support this bill.

Thanks so much!
Billie-Jean Greene
Greenfield

mailto:billiejgreene@gmail.com
mailto:HouseWays&MeansCommittee@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Thursday, March 17, 2022 8:56:07 AM
From: kate balani
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 6:52:20 AM
To: ~House Ways & Means Committee
Cc: johnaleavitt@outlook.com; seboyd2020@gmail.com; Thomas Walsh
Subject: Please support HB1189
Importance: Normal

Dear Representatives,

My family and I would like you to please support HB1189. This wonderful bill would offset
taxation by allowing the government to raise money voluntarily.

Thank you very much!
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