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CONSENT CALENDAR

January 21, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred HB 1176-FN,

AN ACT relative to reducing the penalty for sex work

within one's own home. Having considered the same,

report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill seeks to reduce the penalty for prostitution/sex work and related offenses when such
activities take place within the “privacy of one’s own home.” The bill seeks to decriminalize
prostitution and claims to be a means of harm reduction amongst consenting adults, for the
betterment of impoverished single mothers and children. The committee heard the testimony of
several women who had been trafficked as young as the age of 11 years old and above, as well as NH
Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence (NHCADSV). Each one felt that this bill would
bring about unintended consequences by taking the eyes off those who are trafficked vs. willing
participants. They were solely against legalizing sex work in any form.  According to authors and
researchers Pollack, Weiss and Mathieu, legalized prostitution will inadvertently force sex work
further into the shadows and expose children to exploitation. In fact, “One of the most concerning
side effects of the legalization of prostitution, is the potential for human trafficking crimes to become
easier for perpetrators to commit against children.”  No child should be subject to sex work life in
their home or anywhere. Some would say we are the product of teachings of our environment. We
urge you to prevent the influx of human trafficking into New Hampshire communities, protect our
children and trafficked community by opposing this bill.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 1176-FN

Title: relative to reducing the penalty for sex work
within one's own home.

Date: January 21, 2022

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 20-0.

Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 1176-FN, relative to reducing the penalty for sex work within one's own home. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill seeks to reduce the
penalty for prostitution/sex work and related offenses when such activities take place within the
“privacy of one’s own home.” The bill seeks to decriminalize prostitution and claims to be a means of
harm reduction amongst consenting adults, for the betterment of impoverished single mothers and
children. The committee heard the testimony of several women who had been trafficked as young as
the age of 11 years old and above, as well as NH Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
(NHCADSV). Each one felt that this bill would bring about unintended consequences by taking the
eyes off those who are trafficked vs. willing participants. They were solely against legalizing sex
work in any form.  According to authors and researchers Pollack, Weiss and Mathieu, legalized
prostitution will inadvertently force sex work further into the shadows and expose children to
exploitation. In fact, “One of the most concerning side effects of the legalization of prostitution, is the
potential for human trafficking crimes to become easier for perpetrators to commit against
children.”  No child should be subject to sex work life in their home or anywhere. Some would say we
are the product of teachings of our environment. We urge you to prevent the influx of human
trafficking into New Hampshire communities, protect our children and trafficked community by
opposing this bill. Vote 20-0.
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House Remote Testify

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Testify List for Bill HB1176 on 2022-01-21 
Support: 8    Oppose: 9    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 0 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying

Non-
Germane Signed Up

Marino, Jasmine Nashua, NH
jasminemarino13@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/14/2022 11:47 PM

Howland, Curtis Manchester, NH
howland@priss.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/16/2022 6:09 PM

Gould, Rep. Linda Bedford, NH
lgouldr@myfairpoint.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 11:36 AM

Perla, Cindi Brookline, NH
ccindi25@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/17/2022 3:59 PM

Johnson, Elisa Hudson, NH
elisa@nhtfc.org

A Member of the
Public

Myself and New Hampshire Traffick-
Free Coalition

Oppose No No 1/17/2022 4:55 PM

Scaer, Beth Nashua, NH
bscaer@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 12:34 AM

Johnson, Soren Hudson, NH
rhett@move603.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 9:14 AM

Plourde, Donna NASHUA, NH
dvplourde@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 9:47 AM

Lytle, Georgeann Merrimack, NH
georgeannlytle@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 10:02 AM

Reed, Sarah Concord, NH
stubbs.saraha@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 10:57 AM

Reed, WIlliam Concord, NH
willie.b.reed@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/18/2022 10:57 AM

Melillo, Abby Raymond, NH
Melillo.abby@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 11:10 AM

Wilson, Charles Raymond, NH
Cwilson15pt@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 12:15 PM
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Dix, Jennifer Spofford, NH
jdix@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 8:19 PM

Macias, Caitlen Boca Raton, FL
caitlen@worldwithoutexploitation.org

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/18/2022 9:07 PM

Frost, Sherry Dover, NH
s.frost@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 9:08 AM

Brough, J New Hampton, NH
mmiw@live.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/19/2022 7:24 PM

O'Brien, Malissa Manchester, NH
malissacarter77@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/19/2022 8:35 PM

LeBaron, Mary BROOKLINE, NH
Melebaron@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 8:12 AM

Barton, Marjorie Laconia, NH
mbarton@metrocast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 11:37 AM

FOGG, KAREN BELMONT, NH
klfogg@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 1:11 PM

Carter, Kathleen Meredith, NH
kcarter52@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 2:15 PM

Walczyk, Alexander Hooksett, NH
awalczyk@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/20/2022 2:21 PM

graustein, alan sanbornton, NH
alangraustein@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 3:50 PM

Graustein, Joan Sanbornton, NH
joangraustein@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 3:52 PM

Baiocchetti, Vinnie Gilmanton Iron Works, NH
vbaiocchetti@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 6:16 PM

Pawlik, Darlene Raymond, NH
gracefiles@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 7:37 PM

Marino, Jasmine
Grace

Nashua, NH
jasminemarino13@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 8:01 PM

Davis, Nancy Merrimack, NH
nancyhdavis45@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 9:13 PM

Davis, Keith Merrimack, NH
Keith.davis@juno.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 9:14 PM

Davis, Helena Goffstown, NH
hc.davis@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 10:47 PM



McCarthy, Judith Litchfield, NH
jesuslovesjudy1@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/20/2022 11:12 PM

Martin, Andrea Sandwich, NH
andi_t_martin@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 12:17 AM

Chase, Mark Center Harbor, NH
mchase@centerharbornh.org

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 8:03 AM

Mezzetti, Jamie CONCORD, NH
mezzettijamie@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/21/2022 8:17 AM

Laurent, Tara Nottingham, NH
tlaurent@greenlandpd.us

A Member of the
Public

NH Assoc of Chiefs of Police &
Greenland Police Dept

Oppose No No 1/21/2022 8:30 AM

Dunn, Robert Manchester, NH
rdunn@rcbm.org

A Lobbyist Roman Catholic Bishop of
Manchester

Oppose No No 1/21/2022 9:04 AM

Lewandoski, Mark Belmont, NH
policechief@belmontnh.org

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 9:39 AM

Lord, Brian Deering, NH
blord@antrimpolice.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 9:58 AM

Reams, Mark Amherst, NH
mreams@amherstnh.gov

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 10:01 AM

Marquis, Eric Weare, NH
hnk@gsinet.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 11:40 AM

Cormier, Jennifer Dunbarton, NH
nhgencourt@jcsmotif.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 11:50 AM

Cormier, Maurice Dunbarton, NH
pastor.moe@loudoncongregational.org

A Member of the
Public

Loudon Congregational Church,
Loudon, NH

Oppose No No 1/21/2022 12:17 PM

Rigazio, Sandra Goffstown, NH
Newbeginning2@hushmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 12:42 PM

Shagoury, Andrew CENTER TUFTONBORO, NH
a.shagoury@roadrunner.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 1:05 PM

Wood, Zephan Pembroke, NH
zephanw@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/21/2022 1:15 PM

Marcoux, Sarah Northfield, NH
marcouxhouse@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 1:26 PM

Reckard, Bonnie Dunbarton, NH
bcreckard@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 1/21/2022 3:07 PM

Chester, Russan bedford, NH
nassur34@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 1/21/2022 4:12 PM



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 1176-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to reducing the penalty for sex work within one's own home.

DATE: January 21, 2022

LOB ROOM: 204 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 12:03 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 12:52 p.m.

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Roy, Wallace, Welch, Burt, Green, Testerman, Pratt,
Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Bordenet, R. Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Conley and
Bradley, and Klein-Knight

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Reps. Ring, Schultz, Lang, Rhodes and Perez attended as replacements for absent members.

Rep. Abramson introduced the bill, supports.

*Jeanne Pride, Swanzey, NH, representing self, opposes the bill.

Darlene Pawlik, Raymond, NH, representing self, strongly opposes the bill.

Tricia Grant, Lisbon, ME, representing self, opposes the bill.

Marissa Foluanz, representing NH Traffic-Free Coalition (NHTFC), opposes the bill.

*Pamela Keilig, representing NH Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, strongly opposes
the bill and submitted written testimony.

*Janet Carrol, representing NH Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, strongly opposes
the bill and submitted written testimony.

Deputy Sheriff Charles Pendlebury, representing Merrimack County Sheriff's Office (MCSO),
opposes the bill.

Michael Shively, Wakefield, MA, representing National Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCSE),
opposes the bill.

CaitlenMacias, Boca Raton, FL, representing World Without Exploitation, opposes the bill and
submitted written testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Scott Wallace
Clerk

Rep. Abramson Rep. Adjutant



Archived: Thursday, March 10, 2022 2:26:58 PM
From: Cindi
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2022 9:28:54 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Re: HB1176 (Rep. Abramson) - Opposed
Importance: Normal

To: Representative Daryl Abbas, Chair

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee

Dear Members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,

I am writing to you regarding HB1176 as a constituent, a Registered Nurse and a Community
Outreach Worker who serves victims of sex trafficking, prostitution, pornography and various
forms of internet exploitation.

HB1176 seeks to reduce the penalty for prostitution and related offenses when such activities

take place within the “privacy of one’s own home.” The motion seeks to decrimimalize

prostitution and claims to be a means of “harm reduction” amongst “consenting adults'' for the

betterment of “impoverished single mothers and children.”

I am opposed to HB1176 and asking the committee to please consider the following legal

commentary taken from “Might decriminalized sex work have unintended consequences on

children?” (New York Law Journal. January 4th, 2022.

https://repository.yu.edu/handle/20.500.12202/7888)

According to authors Pollack, Weiss and Mathieu, legalized prostitution will inadvertantly force

sex work further into the shadows and expose children to exploitation. In fact, “One of the most

concerning side effects of the legalization of prostitution, is the potential for human trafficking

crimes to become easier for perpetrators to commit against children.”

Research has shown that countries with legalized prostitution are directly associated with

higher human trafficking inflows. (London School of Economics and Political Science, 2012)

Pollack, Weiss and Mathieu assert that “legalization escalates the flow of children trafficked

and imparts a legitimate cover for criminal syndicates, while simultaneously decreasing

surveillance by law enforcement.”

Finally, the authors note that “systemic progress can(not) be made towards curing the issue of

decriminalizing sex work without discussing the inextricably interwoven world of human

trafficking and the unintended consequences this may have on our children.”

Committee members, I urge you prevent the influx of human trafficking into our communitties,

protect our children and oppose HB1176 today.

mailto:ccindi25@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Sincerely,

Cindi Perla









Archived: Thursday, March 10, 2022 2:26:54 PM
From: Max Abramson
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2022 2:24:09 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: HB1176, status of sex laws by country
Importance: Normal

Contrary to testimony by those who advocated for arresting women today, nearly every western country has made sex work legal, regulated, tolerated, or effectively
decriminalized. For the most part, only the U.S., most African countries, the Middle East, and Russia continue to arrest women to deal with protitution. Those countries where
the activity remains illegal are where women must get pimps and where teenagers are swallowed up into the illegal, black market traffic.

It should be no surprise that the countries with the worst problems of human trafficking are also the ones that continue arresting women. When drugs and prostitution are
made illegal, the people and supply are handed over to organized crime, street gangs, drug cartels, and drug dealers.
https://www.rferl.org/a/the-worst-countries-for-human-trafficking/29327857.html

Notice that there is virtually no human trafficking, pimping, and rape with tobacco, vaping, pornography, beer, wine, and other activities that are mostly legal in the United
States.

mailto:MaxAbramson@gmx.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Rep. Max Abramson
Free Chad Evans. There is justice in Heaven, and there is justice in Hell. Both are therefore a law abider's utopia's compared to this monstrosity that our taxpayers are
compelled to prop up.
"The problem isn't that Johnny can't read. The problem isn't even that Johnny can't think. The problem is that Johnny doesn't know what thinking is; he confuses it with
feeling." --Thomas Sowell
"It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man." --Psalms 118:8





Archived: Thursday, March 10, 2022 2:26:58 PM
From: Beth Scaer
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2022 12:16:41 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Vote ITL on HB1176
Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members,

I am writing to ask you to vote ITL on HB1176, "Relative to reducing the penalty for sex work
within one's own home."

Under this bill, allowing prostitution to occur in one's home would have no penalty. So this bill
would decriminalize running a brothel.

Allowing brothels to operate without impunity will hide abuse behind closed doors. Women who
are being sexually trafficked would be more vulnerable than ever. Criminals would find this
a lucrative business and the brothels would multiply. Police would have no cause to investigate
them.

Contrary to the bill sponsors' stated intent, this bill would make the women of New Hampshire
more vulnerable to criminal exploitation, most especially women who are in desperate
circumstances such as those who are drug-addicted, undocumented immigrants, and long-time
victims of sexual and physical abuse.

Please protect vulnerable women by voting ITL on HB1176.

Beth Scaer
111 East Hobart St
Nashua
603-888-5487

mailto:bscaer@gmail.com
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 1176-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to reducing the penalty for sex work within one's own home.

DATE: January 21, 2022

LOB ROOM: 202-204

MOTIONS: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Moved by Rep. Harriott-Gathright Seconded by Rep. Klein-Knight Vote: 20-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Scott Wallace, Clerk
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