REGULAR CALENDAR

March 7, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Health, Human
Services and Elderly Affairs to which was referred HB

1077,

AN ACT repealing the prohibition on conversion
therapy for minors. Having considered the same, report
the same with the following amendment, and the
recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH

AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mark Pearson

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: HB 1077

Title: repealing the prohibition on conversion
therapy for minors.

Date: March 7, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2022-0921h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

It has been a source of frustration for the majority that, although the bill was significantly amended,
many continue to respond to the amended bill as if it were still the original bill. As amended, the bill
agrees that conversion therapy is a coercive treatment with the explicit intention of turning people
against their own feelings. That’s why the amendment insists that no licensed professional shall
work against an individual client’s will. To put it bluntly: counseling where someone drops a person
off at the office of a professional with the instructions to “fix him/her” against that individual’s will or
desire remains forbidden. Additionally, the bill addresses the genuine fear that some professionals
have, that in helping a client work through his or her unwanted feelings about certain sexual
attractions, the professionals would be in danger of professional discipline. This is an attempt to fix
a problem that, according to testimony both in and outside of the hearing, truly does exist. Should
this bill become law it will send a clear message to each client that the professional is there to work
with and not against the wishes of the client regarding sexual attractions. It also sends a clear
message that the professional is not working to support the wishes of others, whether they be
parents or guardians or members of a movement, if these are in opposition to the client’s wishes in
counseling.

Vote 13-7.

Rep. Mark Pearson
FOR THE MAJORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




REGULAR CALENDAR

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

HB 1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark Pearson for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. It has been a
source of frustration for the majority that, although the bill was significantly amended, many
continue to respond to the amended bill as if it were still the original bill. As amended, the bill
agrees that conversion therapy is a coercive treatment with the explicit intention of turning people
against their own feelings. That’s why the amendment insists that no licensed professional shall
work against an individual client’s will. To put it bluntly: counseling where someone drops a person
off at the office of a professional with the instructions to “fix him/her” against that individual’s will or
desire remains forbidden. Additionally, the bill addresses the genuine fear that some professionals
have, that in helping a client work through his or her unwanted feelings about certain sexual
attractions, the professionals would be in danger of professional discipline. This is an attempt to fix
a problem that, according to testimony both in and outside of the hearing, truly does exist. Should
this bill become law it will send a clear message to each client that the professional is there to work
with and not against the wishes of the client regarding sexual attractions. It also sends a clear
message that the professional is not working to support the wishes of others, whether they be
parents or guardians or members of a movement, if these are in opposition to the client’s wishes in
counseling. Vote 13-7.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



REGULAR CALENDAR

March 7, 2022

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Health, Human
Services and Elderly Affairs to which was referred HB

1077,

AN ACT repealing the prohibition on conversion
therapy for minors. Having considered the same, and
being unable to agree with the Majority, report with the
following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Schapiro

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: HB 1077

Title: repealing the prohibition on conversion
therapy for minors.

Date: March 7, 2022

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill as amended dramatically weakens protections for LGBTQ youth. Conversion therapy is a
mean-spirited and coercive treatment with the explicit intention of turning people against their own
feelings. Often involving abusive shaming techniques, there is no evidence that it does what it sets
out to do: changing one’s sexual orientation or gender identity. In fact, there is a correlation with
diminished self-esteem, depression and suicidality. While supporters of this bill insist that the
statute as is, prevents well-meaning mental health clinicians from assisting adolescents in exploring
their sexual feelings and their concerns about gender identity, the minority feels that this is an
attempt to fix a problem that does not actually exist. In the process, the supporters of this bill have
ignored the power differential that exists between parents or adult therapists and vulnerable
adolescents and they have falsely equated “speech-only” therapy with “client directed” therapy.
While this bill purports to assist teens who are crying out for help, it does just the opposite. It opens
the door for those who would impose their values on youth who are in the process of understanding
their feelings and on the way toward forging an adult identity. Should this bill become law it will
send a harsh message to our youth that their innate feelings are unworthy of our care and
protection.

Rep. Joe Schapiro
FOR THE MINORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

HB 1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Schapiro for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs.
This bill as amended dramatically weakens protections for LGBTQ youth. Conversion therapy is a
mean-spirited and coercive treatment with the explicit intention of turning people against their own
feelings. Often involving abusive shaming techniques, there is no evidence that it does what it sets
out to do: changing one’s sexual orientation or gender identity. In fact, there is a correlation with
diminished self-esteem, depression and suicidality. While supporters of this bill insist that the
statute as 1s, prevents well-meaning mental health clinicians from assisting adolescents in exploring
their sexual feelings and their concerns about gender identity, the minority feels that this is an
attempt to fix a problem that does not actually exist. In the process, the supporters of this bill have
ignored the power differential that exists between parents or adult therapists and vulnerable
adolescents and they have falsely equated “speech-only” therapy with “client directed” therapy.
While this bill purports to assist teens who are crying out for help, it does just the opposite. It opens
the door for those who would impose their values on youth who are in the process of understanding
their feelings and on the way toward forging an adult identity. Should this bill become law it will
send a harsh message to our youth that their innate feelings are unworthy of our care and
protection.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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Rep. M. Pearson, Rock. 34
Rep. Layon, Rock. 6
March 2, 2022
2022-0921h

08/04

Amendment to HB 1077

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT amending the prohibition on conversion therapy.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Conversion Therapy; Chapter Title Amended. Amend the chapter title preceding RSA 332-L to
read as follows:
[PROHIBITING] CONVERSION THERAPY [ON-MINORS]
2 Prohibiting Conversion Therapy; Definitions and Prohibitions. Amend RSA 332-L:1 and 2 to
read as follows:
332-L:1 Definition. In this chapter, "conversion therapy" means practices or treatments that

seek to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity against an individual's will,

including efforts to change behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or

romantic attractions or feelings toward individuals of the same gender. [Gonversiontherapyshall

332-L:2 Prohibition; Violations and Enforcement.

I. A person who is licensed to provide professional counseling under RSA 326-B, RSA 328-D,
RSA 329, RSA 329-B, RSA 330-A:16, RSA 330-A:18, RSA 330-A:19, RSA 330-A:20, RSA 330-A:21, or
RSA 330-C, including, but not limited to, a nurse, physician assistant, physician, psychologist,
clinical social worker, clinical mental health counselor, marriage and family therapist, or licensed
alcohol and drug counselor, or a person who performs counseling as part of the person's professional
training for any of these professions, shall not engage in conversion therapy [with-apersonunder18
years-ofage| as defined in RSA 332-L:1.

II. Any licensed professional, as listed in paragraph I, who proposes to engage or engages in

conversion therapy [en—a—patient—under18 years—of-age] as defined in RSA 332-L:1 shall be
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Amendment to HB 1077
- Page 2 -

considered to have engaged in unprofessional conduct and shall be subject to such discipline as the
relevant licensing authority deems appropriate.

III. In any claim of unprofessional conduct under paragraph II, the licensed
professional shall not be presumed to have engaged in unprofessional conduct if the
therapy in question was client-directed or was not against the client's will, regardless of
whether the client was an adult or minor.

IV. If the therapy in question is alleged to have consisted of speech only, the
relevant licensing authority shall presume that the therapy was client-directed unless the
client shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the therapy was conducted against
the client’s will.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.



Amendment to HB 1077
- Page 3 -

2022-0921h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Removes the prohibition on engaging in conversion therapy with a minor less than 18 years of
age.

II. Amends the definition of conversion therapy to provide that no licensed professional shall
engage in conversion therapy against an individual client's will.

III. Establishes a presumption that a licensed professional's actions shall not constitute
unprofessional conduct if the therapy in question was client-directed or was not against the client's
will, regardless of whether the client was an adult or minor.

IV. Establishes a presumption that in cases where the therapy was speech only, the therapy
shall be presumed to be client-directed, unless the client shows that the therapy was against the
client's will.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill# __ HB 1077

TITLE: An Act repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors
DATE: 3/7/2022

LOB ROOM: 210-11

MOTION:

] Adoption of Amendment # 2022-0291h

Moved by Rep. __ Pearson Seconded by Rep. _ Layon Vote: 11-10
MOTION:
OTP/A
Moved by Rep. Pearson__ Seconded by Rep. ___Kofalt Vote: 13-8
CONSENT CALENDAR: YES _X NO
Minority Report? __ X Yes No Ifyes, author, Rep: _Schapiro___ Motion ITL
baf

Respectfully submitted:

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk
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OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

2022 SESSION
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Members

Pearson, Mark A. Chairman
Layon, Erica J. Vice Chairman
McMahon, Charles E.

Acton, Dennis F.

Gay, Betty 1.
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Rep. M. Pearson, Rock. 34
Rep. Layon, Rock. 6
March 2, 2022
2022-0921h

08/04

Amendment to HB 1077

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT amending the prohibition on conversion therapy.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Conversion Therapy; Chapter Title Amended. Amend the chapter title preceding RSA 332-L to
read as follows:
[PROHIBITING] CONVERSION THERAPY [ON-MINORS]
2 Prohibiting Conversion Therapy; Definitions and Prohibitions. Amend RSA 332-L:1 and 2 to
read as follows:
332-L:1 Definition. In this chapter, "conversion therapy" means practices or treatments that

seek to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity against an individual's will,

including efforts to change behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or

romantic attractions or feelings toward individuals of the same gender. [Gonversiontherapyshall

332-L:2 Prohibition; Violations and Enforcement.

I. A person who is licensed to provide professional counseling under RSA 326-B, RSA 328-D,
RSA 329, RSA 329-B, RSA 330-A:16, RSA 330-A:18, RSA 330-A:19, RSA 330-A:20, RSA 330-A:21, or
RSA 330-C, including, but not limited to, a nurse, physician assistant, physician, psychologist,
clinical social worker, clinical mental health counselor, marriage and family therapist, or licensed
alcohol and drug counselor, or a person who performs counseling as part of the person's professional
training for any of these professions, shall not engage in conversion therapy [with-apersonunder18
years-ofage| as defined in RSA 332-L:1.

II. Any licensed professional, as listed in paragraph I, who proposes to engage or engages in

conversion therapy [en—a—patient—under18 years—of-age] as defined in RSA 332-L:1 shall be
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considered to have engaged in unprofessional conduct and shall be subject to such discipline as the
relevant licensing authority deems appropriate.

III. In any claim of unprofessional conduct under paragraph II, the licensed
professional shall not be presumed to have engaged in unprofessional conduct if the
therapy in question was client-directed or was not against the client's will, regardless of
whether the client was an adult or minor.

IV. If the therapy in question is alleged to have consisted of speech only, the
relevant licensing authority shall presume that the therapy was client-directed unless the
client shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the therapy was conducted against
the client’s will.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.



Amendment to HB 1077
- Page 3 -

2022-0921h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Removes the prohibition on engaging in conversion therapy with a minor less than 18 years of
age.

II. Amends the definition of conversion therapy to provide that no licensed professional shall
engage in conversion therapy against an individual client's will.

III. Establishes a presumption that a licensed professional's actions shall not constitute
unprofessional conduct if the therapy in question was client-directed or was not against the client's
will, regardless of whether the client was an adult or minor.

IV. Establishes a presumption that in cases where the therapy was speech only, the therapy
shall be presumed to be client-directed, unless the client shows that the therapy was against the
client's will.



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
PUBLIC HEARING on Bill # HB 1077
BILL TITLE: An Act repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

DATE: 2/15/2022
ROOM: LOB 210-11 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 2:53 pm

Time Adjourned: 4;35 pm

Committee Members: Reps. M. Pearson, Layon, Folsom, Acton, McMahon, Cushman, Kelsey,
Gay, B. King, Kofalt, MacKay, DeLemus, Weber, Knirk, Nutter-Upham, Salloway, Snow, Cannon,
Schapiro, Woods and Merchant,

TESTIMONY
Representative Dave Testerman introduced the bill
e Stated it is just a bad law.

Holly Stevens, NAMI, opposes
e the lgbqt community has a higher incidence of suicide and other mental health issues
where does counseling end and conversion therapy begin
can clear boundaries be delineated
directive & nondirective counseling who is doing the directing
therapy denotes illness and sexual orientation is not an illness
there can be problems with self identity in hostile families

W. Glenn Jameson, MD support
e current statute is bad
e on the surface it appears the goal is to be harm reduction when there was no harm identified
e parsing is needed to clear and prevent ambiguity
e client sets the goals of therapy not the therapist
e state should not set therapy goals
e current language allows for an aggrieved client to claim coercion for a restatement
clarification on the part of the therapist
therapists are afraid to take on juvenile clients due to the language of current law
e if a board or commaission was formed to craft better language Dr. Jameson would be willing to
serve
e coercive therapy is already against the licensing rules and governing bodies

Taylor Largmann - opposed
e conversion therapy is a pseudo scientific process of changing sexual orientation.

Dr. Deborah Warner - support
e outlined the current language of the law explaining where the language causes a problem for
therapists. She has not taken on any minor clients since this bill went into effect.
e She provided written testimony

Hon. Ed Butler former NH Representative - oppose
e parent who feels for the sake of young people this law should stand

Dr. Jillian Shillaber - support
e this current law constrains healthy therapy



e she has not taken on minor clients since this law was passed

Emma Sevigny, New Futures - oppose
e damaging to children

Aaron Penkacik - support
e present all options

Frank Knaack, ACLU of NH - oppose
e sexual orientation is not an illness
e conversion therapy - junk science

David Schvaneveldt - oppose
e conversion bans can go against conscience of therapists
e bans discussion of the negative impact of gender dysphoria
e when we take away options parents lose

John De Joie, NASW NHPA
e protection from unscrupulous therapists
e Boards oversee the practice and policies
e trained therapist vs pastoral counseling

Anne Marie Banfield - support
e parents are looking for therapists that speak to more options than what the schools
automatically default to.

Stephen & Beth Scaer - support
e therapy needs to be de politicized
e let therapists do their job without tying their hands

Andrew McPherson - oppose
e his therapy experience has been good under the current law and fears conversion therapy as
wrong and dangerous

Chris Erchull - personal story - oppose
e a GLBTQ legal advisor
e still necessary
e parents still looking for conversion therapy

Matthew Rice - support
e concerned about his peers and younger sibling questioning their sexuality
e currently they are not allowed to ask why or why not
e student at Nashua High South

Shannon McGinley - Cornerstone
e current law impedes constitutional rights of free speech and religious rights

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk
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House Remote Testify

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee Testify List for Bill HB1077 on 2022-02-15
Support: 96  Oppose: 1074 Neutral: 0 Total to Testify: 0

City, State Non-

Name Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Germane Signed Up

Wentworth, Jessica Nashua, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/4/2022 3:48 PM
Jwentworth694@gmail.com Public

DeValk, Sara Manchester, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/4/2022 4:03 PM
sedevalk@gmail.com Public

Smith, Jennifer Pembroke, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/4/2022 9:34 PM
jayemd7699@gmail.com Public

Violette, Beth Bedford, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/4/2022 9:41 PM
Bethviolettel @gmail.com Public

Getchell-Lacey, Rochester, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/5/2022 8:23 AM

Emily ergetchelllacey@gmail.com Public

EVANS, MICHAEL  Concord, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/5/2022 4:23 PM
mevansnh@tds.net Public

Wells, Sarah Manchester, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/5/2022 4:36 PM
replacementSarah@gmail.com Public

Lobdell, Sara Keene, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/5/2022 8:43 PM
slobdell@antioch.edu Public

Violette, Andrew Bedford, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/6/2022 10:10 AM
Andyviolette@gmail.com Public

Zuser, Alexandrin Harrisville, NH A Member of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/6/2022 11:30 AM
azcalculus@gmail.com Public

Jakubowski, Deborah [ oudon, NH A Member of the self Oppose  No No 2/6/2022 6:35 PM
Dendebl46@gmail.com Public

Chatfield-Seaver, Dublin, NH A Member of the Myself and my children Oppose  No No 2/6/2022 7:03 PM

Sarah schatfieldseaver@yahoo.com Public

Lincoln, Mary MANCHESTER, NH A ll\)/{ember of the Myself Oppose  No No 2/6/2022 7:32 PM

Public

mary.lincoln52@gmail.com
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Aronson, Laura

Reed, Barbara

Fenner-Lukaitis,

Elizabeth

Podlipny, Ann

Sellarole, Jana

Mooney, Bridget

Hackmann, Kent

Gibbs, Elizabeth

Smith, Sara

Brooks, Mackenzie

Quinn, Salem

Josephson, Helina

Hurley, Paula

Berk, Bruce

Lynch, Chrisinda

Lamphier, Regan

Shamel, Susan

Weber, Jill

Manchester, NH
laura@mlans.net

North Swanzey, NH
BDReed74@gmail.com

Warner, NH
glukaitis@mcttelecom.com

chester, NH
apodlipny57@comcast.net

Walpole, NH
jgsellarole@gmail.com

Wilton, NH
Bridget@moonchick.com

Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu

Newport, NH
Chezedg@yahoo.com

Pembroke, NH
sara.rose.ssmith@gmail.com

Campton, NH
mackenzie.brooks@becket.org

Nashua, NH
salemkatzquinn@protonmail.com

Canaan, NH
helinahappy@gmail.com

Concord, NH
graffymanor@comcast.net

Pittsfield, NH
bruce.berk.nh@gmail.com

Concord, NH
cmmelynch@comcast.net

Nashua, NH
ReganBurkeLamphier@gmail.com

Hillsborough, NH
Susanshamel@gmail.com

Mont Vernon, NH
jill@frajilfarms.com
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Cooper, Lee

Cummings, Jordan

Coolidge, Lindsey

Witte, Kate

Turnbull, Shauna

Emerson, Melissa

Tibbits, Katelyn

Duff, Brian

Snyder, Kimberly

Jones, Jennifer

Jones, Nate

Goodrich, Kristen

Murray, Jason

Coon, Kate

Egenolf, Cristi

Hatch, Sally

Novak, Tracie

FRIEDRICH, ED

Campton, NH
leeanncooper@gmail.com

Keene, NH
jeummings5@antioch.edu

Rindge, NH
Lcoolidge13@gmail.com

Keene, NH
kwitte@antioch.edu

Andover, NH
shaunaturnbull@yahoo.com

New Hampton, NH
missy_emerson@yahoo.com

North haverhill, NH
Kmtibbits@gmail.com

North Haverhill, NH
Duff b@rocketmail.com

Keene, NH
kesnyder011@gmail.com

BRENTWOOD, NH
jennjones123@hotmail.com

BRENTWOOD, NH
nate_jones@hotmail.com

Brentwood, NH
Kristen80@gmail.com

Exeter, NH
Umurja@gmail.com

Peterborough, NH
kate2coon@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
Cristi@CristiEgenolf.com

Concord, NH
SALLYHATCH@COMCAST.COM

South Ryegate, VT
tracielnovak3@msn.com

Loudon, NH
erfriedrich@yahoo.com
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Smith, Abbey

McCarthy, Brian

soucy, chloe

Chiapuzio, Brandon

Quist, Judith
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Cotton, Melissa

Davis, Julien

Filiano, Emily

Davis, Casey

Hahn, France

Murray, Alissandra

Abramson, Quincy

Ford, Eva

Neubieser, JF Carter

Alberga, Jacob

Farley, Jude

Kremer, Ben

Plaistow, NH
Nomail@aol.com

Nashua, NH
politics@babyaligators.com

grantham, NH
chloe.soucy@gmail.com

Madbury, NH
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Somersworth, NH
judyquist13@gmail.com

Nottingham, NH
elforgiel@gmail.com

Exeter, NH
melissacotton16@yahoo.com

Gilford, NH
jedavis727@gmail.com

Barrington, NH
emily.filiano@gmail.com

Exter, NH
KC.DC98@yahoo.com

Bradford, NH
france.hahn@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
murrayalissandra@gmail.com

Dover, NH
quincyleah@gmail.com

Dover, NH
evacamilleford@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
carterneubieser@gmail.com

Durham, NH
jacalb56@gmail.com

Derry, NH
judefarley123@gmail.com
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Sinclair-Wingate,

Griffin

Kasten, Sayles

Wolter, Lydia

Boivin, Laura

Anastasia, Patricia

Lane, Connie

Proulx, Renee

Hamer, Heidi

Nicolaisen, Josh

Tuplin, Meganne

Torres, Zoe

Harris, Brenda

Mixer, Jessica

Loosigian, Julie

Cordelli, Glenn

Cahill, Michael

Nixon, Bruce

Ferguson, Elaine

Rollinsford, NH

griffinsw94@gmail.com

Dover, NH

sayles@nhyouthmovement.org

Hampton, NH

lydial3wolter@gmail.com

Northumberland, NH
Lboivin617@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
patti.anastasia@gmail.com

Concord, NH

connie.lane@leg.state.nh.us

Dover, NH

renee.e.proulx@live.com

Manchester, NH

heidi.hamer@]leg.state.nh.us

Campton, NH

jnicolaisen@usasa.org

Concord, NH

jeandoe1997@gmail.com

Stratham, NH

zoetorresO@gmail.com

Center Conway, NH
bwarner63@gmail.com

Conway, NH

Jmixer@yahoo.com

Sunapee, NH

jloosigian@gmail.com
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glenn.cordelli@leg.state.nh.us

Newmarket, NH

michael.cahill@leg.state.nh.us

Bennington, NH

Bknixon@outlook.com

Wolfeboro, NH

elaineatwill@gmail.com
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Robbins, Annie

Sundquist, Carolyn

Greene, Marcy

Whitworth, Kristin

Eisner, Mary

Duncan, Stan

Greene, Leo

Rice, Colleen

Rice, Daniel

Rice, Matthew

Duris, Anthony

Till, Mary

Tracy, Rhonda

Wood, Jacqueline

Martin, Rhonda

Cook, Kate

Gibb, Brian

Dane, Lucille

Sanbornville, NH
anniemrobbins@gmail.com

Melvin Village, NH
csundquist@roadrunner.com

Sandwich, NH
missmarcy250@mac.com

Brookfield, NH
kmwhitworth@gmail.com

Derry, NH
nhdem@msn.com

Newton, NH
standuncan@post.harvard.edu

Sandwich, NH
Leogreenel973@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Mom2mattandkat@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Ricedanirlj@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Epicsparta88@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
Anthony.Duris@gmail.com

Derry, NH
maryforderry@yahoo.com

New Hampton, NH
rhondatracy37@gmail.com

Auburn, NH
jackie wood47@hotmail.com

Wolfeboro, NH
rmwindwhisper@yahoo.com

Portsmouth, NH
cookkc@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
bkgibb@gmail.com

Loudon, NH
lucille.dane@yahoo.com
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Crowe, Myles

Clifford, Carol

Cook, Terry

Brown, Joyce

Brown, Roger

Sirois, Nancy

Burwen, Patti

Seuss, Christine

Sylvester, Constance

Brown, Miles

Greene, Bob

Sebastian, Karen

Vaughan, Elizabeth

Farkas, Catharine

Golden, Johanna

Linehan, Meg

LaMarsh, Lauren

Rhoades, Chuck

Bartlett, NH
mjcjackson@gmail.com

Belmont, NH
tomcarolnh@yahoo.com

Newfields, NH
Tcook5415@gmail.com

Merrimack, NH
jpbrown@cfaith.com

MERRIMACK, NH
rpbrown@cfaith.com

Rochester, NH
sirois.n@outlook.com

Concord, NH
Angel75791@aol.com

Hampstead, NH
chrisseuss7@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
connies1249@yahoo.com

Hanover, NH
miles.I.brown.23@dartmouth.edu

Hudson, NH
Bob.Greene@leg.state.nh.us

West Chesterfield, NH
klsebasti an.55@gmail.com

Litchfield, NH
lizfvaughan@hotmail.com

Sanbornton, NH
cafarkas@hotmail.com

Hollis, NH
johannagolden00@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
meganelinehan@gmail.com

Derry, NH
Laurenlamarsh@gmail.com

Dover, NH
chuckrhoades@comcast.net
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Thellen, Sara

Davis, Johnna

Errecart, Katherine

Choate, Kerri

Jordon, Jo

Ahern, Susan

Blanchette, Ann

Frye, Kim

Milone, Karen

Lucas, Janet

McLaughlin, Katie

Prescott, Sarah

Waldron, Karla

Shakra-Borla, Leah

Gould, Rep. Linda

St. Martin, Gloria

St. Martin, Paul

Mann, Tara

Nashua, NH
identkitty@gmail.com

Gilford, NH
jdavis@metrocast.net

Rye, NH
Katherine.errecart@gmail.com

Rollinsford, NH
klf.choate@gmail.com

Dover, NH
Handy Aunt Jo@yahoo.com

Epsom, NH
sabahern@gmail.com

Lowell, MA
annie01463@yahoo.com

Nashua, NH
kimfrye@hotmail.com

Lee, NH
kmilone@comcast.net

Campton, NH
janlucal953@gmail.com

Weare, NH
kcroteau@gmail.com

Raymond, NH
drsarahgrace@gmail.com

Weare, NH
ktwaldron@comecast.net

Weare, NH
Mlborla09@gmail.com

bedford, NH
lindagouldSk@gmail.com

Wolfeboro, NH
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Wolfeboro, NH
saintspgS@metocast.net

Weare, NH
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O’Neill, Nan

McCallum, Miriam

Sawyer, Michala

Sawyer, Mara

Sawyer, Eric

Sawyer, Julie

Andres, Crystal
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Metcalf, Karen

Schlapak, Eric

Mackie, Danielle

Mackie, Jordan

Kuhn, Cynthia

Goduti, Paula

graustein, alan

Lee, Jenifer

Brown, Haley

Berndt, Derek

Salisbury, NH
Raptorko@gmail.com

Weare, NH
themcsix@yahoo.com

Chichester, NH
msawyer0395@gmail.com

Chichester, NH
msawyer983@gmail.com

Chichester, NH
esawyer00@gmail.com

Chichester, NH
sawyerj79@yahoo.com

Concord, NH
crystalmburch@yahoo.com

CONCORD, NH
sonnybride@comcast.net

Weare, NH
Kmet631@aol.com

Dover, NH
eschlapak2 1 @gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Daniellenuzzo70@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Jmackie@jmdotcom.com

Findlay, OH
chrisandcindy.kuhn@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
pgoduti@comcast.net

Sanbornton, NH
alangraustein@gmail.com

Deerfield, NH
mountainbound1105@gmail.com

Rochester, NH
haleyrbrown98@gmail.com

Rochester, NH
berndt.derek@gmail.com
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Gilman,

Selectwoman Julie

Rettew, Annie

Boucher, Alyssa

Davis, Amber

Mack, Connor

Asa, Stella

Blumenthal, Jessica

Horowitz, Tzippy

Jamison, W. Glenn

O'Rourke, James

Perez, Erika

Chase, Susan

Bates, David

Annis, Darla

Badger, Margaret

Riddle, Stacy M

GORDON,

SANDRA

Arnold, Leah

Exeter, NH
Jgilman@exeternh.gov

Concord, NH
abrettew(@gmail.com

Barrington, NH
BlizzardBaby03 @gmail.com

DERRY, NH
spacecadetace@outlook.com

Dover, NH
Cmack.nhym@gmail.com

Hanover, NH
stellaasa79@gmail.com

Portsmouth, NH
jessbnyhm@gmail.com

Newmarket, NH
tzippynhym@gmail.com

East Kingston, NH
w-glenn@hotmail.com

Wolfeboro, NH
jorourke39@icloud.com

Manchester, NH
eyzerep@gmail.com

ANDOVER, NH
SRFCHASE@GMAIL.COM

Warner, NH
dbates3@yahoo.com

Milan, MN
djp.annis@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
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Colonial Heights, VA
dsriddle13@gmail.com

Dalton, NH
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Trapeze lea@yahoo.com
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Nardino, Marie

Broshek, Mary Anne

Pearse, Kaye

Hunnewell, Richard

Hunnewell, Anne

Barton, Marjorie

Mooney, Jack

Telerski, Laura

Freeman, Lisa

BRUNO, BONNIE

SHEETS, PEGGY

King, Jordan

O’Brien, Lily

Zirkle, Holly

Gregory-Davis, Rev.

John

Murdock, Lauren

Tuttle, Jennifer

Carroll, Susan

Andover, NH
mdnardino@gmail.com

Andover, NH
mabandsadie@gmail.com

Andover, NH
squeezeboxgal@gmail.com

Holderness, NH
hunnewell.richard@gmail.com

Holderness, NH
ahunne@roadrunner.com

Laconia, NH
mbarton@metrocast.net

Northfield, NH
shmushkapop@aol.com

Nashua, NH

Laura.Telerski@Leg.State. NH.US

Manchester, NH
lisamfreeman@protonmail.com

HOLLIS, NH

BONNIE.BRUNO@OUTLOOK.COM

HOLLIS, NH
PEGSHEETS@GMAIL.COM

Milford, NH
Jordan.king@outlook.com

Thornton, NH
1zobrien65@gmail.com

Nottingham, NH
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Meriden, NH
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Portsmouth, NH
laurenmurdock94@gmail.com

Farmington, NH
Mom4ever81@gmail.com

East Hampstead, NH
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Renaud, Justin

Porter, Sally

Dewey, Karen

Maslov, Victor

Kruger, Eleanore

Ventiere, Dena

Simon, Christine

Antal, Charlotte

Wells, Lee

Wells, Ken

Kirby, Pamela

Robinson, Bella

OBlenis, John

Almy, Susan

Dion, Donna

Zaenglein, Barbara

McCahon, Erin

Zaenglein, Eric

Madison, NH
Justin.j.renaud@gmail.com

Meredith, NH
sapdep90@gmail.com

NEWPORT, NH
pkdewey@comecast.net

Nottingham, NH
victrm@earthlink.net

Nashua, NH
usa.krugers@gmail.com

Weare, NH
nuadawillow@comcast.net

Nashua, NH
sweetrosa@comcast.net

Bradford, NH
advoc84life@yahoo.com

Andover, NH

Leewells.locustfarm@gmail.com

Andover, NH
kenwells3@gmail.com

Derry, NH
pkirbyl@comcast.net

West Warwick, RI
bella@coyoteri.org

Raymond, NH
Oblenis3@gmail.com

Lebanon, NH
Susan.almy@comcast.net

Bedford, NH
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Cleary, Alexis

Wasileski, Suzanne

Osofsky, Miriam

Richman, Susan

Pierog, Jake

Lane, Stephen

McLaughlin,

Cameron

Pepper, Kassandra

Reumann, Elizabeth

Entwisle, BJ

Hallock, Linda

Marrocco, Elizabeth

Marrocco, Robert

Ivory, Christopher

Puttgen, Julie

Leonard, Jessica
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Estey, Meghan

Dover, NH
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susan7richman@gmail.com

Chester, NH
pierogjake@gmail.com

Hudson, NH
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Boscawen, NH
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Derry, NH
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liz.reumann@gmail.com

Canterbury, NH
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Londonderry, NH
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LEBANON, NH
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Jes@theleonardgroup.net

Bedford, NH
kbpawley@gmail.com

Jaffrey, NH
Mestey@mtnwellness.org
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Bartlett, Rep Christy

Sperrazza, Christine

Chinosi, Massimo

Simmon, Janet

Burch, Jessica

Dresser, Sarah

Malmberg, Jane

Monteil, Renee

Melendy, Jacqueline

Robb, Martha

Blouin, Michael

Caruolo, Adrienne

Marinoff, Katherine

Harford, Meghan

Heckman-McKenna,

Hannah

Dickerson, Alayna

Jarvis, Joseph

Owens, Elliot

Concord, NH
christydbartlett@gmail.com

Amherst, NH
christysperrazza@gmail.com

Derry, NH
mechinosi@gmail.com

Laconia, NH
scd_md@yahoo.com

Manchester, NH
jessicagetsemail@gmail.com

Hanover, NH
dresser.sarah@gmail.com

Walpole, NH
jamalmberg033@gmail.com

Keene, NH
reneemonteil@gmail.com

NEWMARKET, NH
jag.melendy@gmail.com

Sunapee, NH
robbmd@icloud.com

Manchester, NH
F.mblouin@gmail.com

Meredith, NH
ardors.crupperOn@icloud.com

Dover, NH
krmarinoff@gmail.com

Newmarket, NH
meghanharford@gmail.com

Concord, NH
Sekhmet611@hotmail.com

Londonderry, NH
alaynad@gmail.com

Salem, NH
Jarvisjoe88@gmail.com

Penacook, NH
Elliotowens1980@gmail.com
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Silk, John

Edwards, Caroline

Chase, Tiana

Martin, Emma

Lariviere, Kendal
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Foss, Christina

Johnson, William

Knight, Lauren

Perry, Brianna

Scaer, Beth

Garretson, Marisa

van den Bos, Timo

Murray, Matthew

Smith, Lesley

Warner, Deborah

Randall, Morgan

wilczynski, pat

Dover, NH
jsilk999@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
carolinedwards@gmail.com

Maynard, MA
chasetianal 984@gmail.com

Dover, NH
Emmabear44@yahoo.com

Dover, NH
kmlariviere@comcast.net

Acworth, NH
cistel79@gmail.com

Strafford, NH
christinaheckman@gmail.com

Concord, NH
wfjohnson27@gmail.com

HUDSON, NH
lknight918@gmail.com

Litchfield, NH
bperry2@wellesley.edu

Nashua, NH
bscaer@gmail.com

Dover, NH
marisagarretson@gmail.com

Peterborough, NH
t.vd.bos@gmail.com

Merrimack, NH
Matthew.Murray@natca.net

Wakefield, NH
Troandrensmamal3@gmail.com

Littleton, NH
warner@330608.com

Danville, NH
Morgimd@yahoo.com

Concord, NH
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Morrissette, Shannon Epping, NH

Erb, Tammye

Daigle, Vince

White, Allison

Dean, Diana

Erb, Haven

Morais, Jacinta

Peters, Leah

Greenlaw, Sean

Oliveira, Grace

Price, James

Viscera, Melissa

Mead, Paige

Laws, Elizabeth

Mathur, Anita

Barron, Shelby

Bruce, Samuel

Filiault, Jacki

shannon.morrissettel 7@gmail.com

Pembroke, NH
erbgardenmama@gmail.com

Newington, NH
demonhorsel3@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Silla. White@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
Ddinnh4@aol.com

Pembroke, NH
peacefulplacel 9@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
cintakari@gmail.com

Derry, NH
Nugirl1026@myfairpoint.net

Nashua, NH
Srg_03@yahoo.com

Hillsboro, NH
scw.cc1924@gmail.com

Clinton Township, MI
olddetroit2.0@gmail.com

Concord, NH
Oooxxixxooo@gmail.com

Derry, NH
paigezersski@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
EliZabethrlaws@gmail.com

Durham, NH
anita_mathur@yahoo.com

Milton, NH
shelby.colby@metrocast.net

Concord, NH
sbruceiv@gmail.com

New Boston, NH
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Betts, Lee

Riggs, Alana

Cornog, Jordan

Conrad, Joseph

Feenald, Keri

Bildner, Cheryl

DeMarco, Allison

Lewis, Elizabeth

Ellermann, Maureen

Pinski, Allison

Cawley, Stephanie

Feraco, Katrina

Gordon, Bryan

Chylinski, Teresa

Richard, Peter

BLACK,

ELIZABETH

Menard, Catherine

Miers, Erin

LONDONDERRY, NH
leebetts2@gmail.com

Keene, NH
Alana.riggs@gmail.com

Canterbury, NH
jordylc@gmail.com

Charlestown, NH
josephmconrad@gmail.com

Rollinsford, NH
keri.rumley@gmail.com

Intervale, NH
cherylbildner@gmail.com

Randolph, NH
allisondemarcol7@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
ecop.lewis@gmail.com

Concord, NH
ellermannf@aol.com

Bow, NH
allison.pinski@gmail.com

Center Conway, NH
kepasach@gmail.com

Keene, NH
katrina.feraco@gmail.com

Goffstown, NH
Gordo94104@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
t_chylinski@hotmail.com

Londonderry, NH
petrich@comcast.net

CONCORD, NH
betsy.black333@gmail.com

Concord, NH
cheerio.cathy@gmail.com

Manchester, NH
drmiers@gmail.com
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Medina, Patti

Saunderson, George

Kelly, Robert

Daniels, Zoe

Borgal, Brittany

Shehadi, Elizabeth

Buckley, Dr. Robin

B,J

Porter, Hunter

Rice, Timeya

Patton, Susan

Wichland, Kathleen

Fontenot, Donald

Cawley, David

Tigert, Leanne

colgate, emily

Peguero, Steven

Geoghegan, Emily

Litchfield, NH
plr9co@gmail.com

Loudon, NH
saunderson.george@gmail.com

Newfields, NH
00pores-warlike@icloud.com

Dover, NH
z@innov8d.com

Barrington, NH
classifiedcolors@gmail.com

Sanbornton, NH
BethShehadi@gmail.com
Rye, NH
drrobin@jinsightsgroup.net

Concord, NH
Jb486959@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
porterhunter2005@outlook.com

Manchester, NH
timeyak@gmail.com

Stratham, NH
susanconstantinepatton@gmail.com

Meredith, NH
Kateywichland@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
cajunman@mac.com

Concord, NH
dcawley7@gmail.com

Concord, NH
ltigert@comcast.net

Derry, NH
colgateem@yahoo.com

Nashua, NH
steven@stevenpeguero.com

Concord, NH
Egeoghegan@comcast.net
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Price, Jessica

Berman, Zohar

Susan, Pullen

Spinney, Collin

Ingram, April

perencevich, ruth

Barry, Coleen

Sturke, Terry

A Zeller, Janet

chinosi, paolo

Blunt, Steve

Woods, Jessica

Campbell, Karen

Whitaker, Cynthia

Fraysse, Michael

MILNE, Cindy

Barkley, Lara

stonebanks, sandra

dunstable, MA
jessbells@gmail.com

Bedford, NH
zoharberman@outlook.com

Plainfield, NH
Spullen@tds.net

Thornton, NH
c.spinney93@gmail.com

Warner, NH
aandk@tds.net

concord, NH
rperence@comecast.net

Hampton, NH
drcoleenbarry@hushmail.com

Concord, NH
its20@comcast.net

Concord, NH
janet.zeller@gmail.com

derry, NH
pjchinosi@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
steveblunt@comcast.net

Nashua, NH
jessbwoods@gmail.com

Epsom, NH
klynncampbell50@gmail.com

Nashua, NH
clwpsyd@gmail.com

Epsom, NH
mikefraysse@gmail.com

Newmarket, NH
cjmilne65@gmail.com

Milford, NH
lara@keytoescape.com

concord, NH
sandrastonebanks@yahoo.com
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Morin, Peter

Steel, Sandy

Baker, Sophie

Perry, Hailey

Greenwood,

Stephanie

Pham, Max

Schindler, Eric

Gagnon, Tiffany

Gagnon, Gregory

Beattie, Elian

Dietel, Carolyn

Ransom, Jody

Robertson, Douglass

Matthews, Marjorie

Stein, Suerae

Lenzen, Alex

Perkins, Tyler

Kinney, Rev. Dr. Gail

Surry, NH
hdbikerundertaker@gmail.com

PLAINFIELD, NH
selizabethsteel@gmail.com

Durham, NH
sb1276@wildcats.unh.edu

haileyperry10@gmail.com, NH
haileyperry10@gmail.com

Manchester, NH

Stephanie.e.greenwood@gmail.com

Milford, NH
amandarobopham@gmail.com

Enfield, NH
fatherlemming@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
tif.blessing.gagnon@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
tif.blessing.gagnon@gmail.com

Greenland, NH
elian@insightsgroup.net
New London,, NH
cdietel@mtholyoke.edu

Durham, NH
jodyransom@comcast.net

Keene, NH
thereddouglass1988@gmail.com

Hanover, NH
marjoriematthews@me.com

Keene, NH
bsstein@mac.com

Lebanon, NH
allenzen13@gmail.com

Londonderry, NH
Tyler6929@yahoo.com

Canaan, NH
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Duby, Jennifer
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Archived: Friday, March 11, 2022 12:50:10 PM

From: Tzippy Horowitz

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 1:07:02 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Testimony on HB1077

Importance: Normal

To the Committee,

Asatrans person living in the state of New Hampshire and alobbyist for the New Hampshire

Y outh Movement, | am absolutely devastated at the proposition that HB1077 is even being
considered. Y outh being subjected to conversion therapy is harmful and traumatic, and the
LGBTQIA+ community iswatching how this bill proceeds, with an eye on voting out those who
deny the fundamental humanity of people who are trans.

Sincerely,
Tzippy Horowitz


mailto:tzippynhym@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, March 11, 2022 12:50:09 PM

From: Mrs. Landry

Sent: Saturday, February 19, 2022 11:18:36 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Ought to Pass' on HB1077

Importance: Normal

Ought to Pass on HB1077


mailto:fitnessbysierra@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Monday, February 14, 2022 12:18:38 PM
From: lorisafford@comcast.net

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 10:58:53 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Vote OTP for HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Attachments:

Sam Conversion Therapy Testi mony.pdff

Dear Committee Members,

Thank you for your service. Attached please find my son’s testimony in support of HB 1077. As a 22-year
old when he struggled with gender dysphoria and desired conversion therapy from his counselor, he and |
both strongly support lifting the ban on conversion therapy for minors.

Thank you so much,
Lori Safford
Pelham, NH


mailto:lorisafford@comcast.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Testimony in Support of HB 1077
Samuel Safford

Pelham, NH

February 15, 2022

Dear Committee Members,

| am asking you to support HB 1077 to repeal the prohibition on conversion therapy for
minors.

[, myself, several years ago struggled with my sexuality and gender. | have Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy and use a power wheelchair. My disability made it difficult for me
to fit in during High School.

| began having same sex attraction and browsing gay dating apps. Men, old enough to
be my father, were texting me nude photos of their genitalia. | started going down a
dangerous path. | was confused about my gender and believed | was non-binary,
neither man nor woman. This confusion caused me to abuse alcohol and marijuana
and | had to be hospitalized.

| was seeing a Christian counselor during this time and rather than helping me align my
sexuality with my sincerely held faith perspective, which was my own therapeutic goal,

he continued to lead me down a path that left me in further confusion about my gender
and sexuality.

After this, | was diagnosed with and treated for Bartonella, a bacterial brain infection
caused by a tick-bite, and as the treatment started to clear my brain inflammation, |
realized that | was neither gay, transgender nor non-binary.

| believe that a ripple effect has occurred because of this law — impacting not only
minors, but even young adults like me seeking help. | believe my counselor has been
conditioned to deny clients like me from seeking my therapeutic goals of aligning my
sexuality with my sincerely held religious beliefs. If he had not denied me this right, my
family and | would have been spared monthsof confusion and despair. It pains me to
think the same could happen to a minor — not much younger than me.

For these reasons, | ask you to support HB 1077 and lift RSA 332-L’s unconstitutional
intrusion into the privileged speech of counselor and the therapeutic goals of a client.

Sam Safford, age 24
Pelham, NH






Good afternoon, my name is David Schvaneveldt. | am a law student here at UNH
Franklin Pierce School of Law. I have read H.B. 1077 as well as RSA 332-L, and |
hope you will consider my statement in support of H.B. 1077.

In my opinion, House Bill 1077 should pass for 3 primary reasons: 1) New
Hampshire’s conversion ban prevents willing participants from exercising their
constitutionally recognized rights of conscience; 2) New Hampshire’s conversion
therapy bans, as currently defined, can negatively impact children, particularly
children diagnosed with gender dysphoria; and 3) when the state takes away
choices from doctors and professionals, parents lose as well.

First, conversion bans restrict willing participants from exercising their
unalienable, constitutionally recognized rights of conscience. Advocates
describe conversion therapy as a discredited practice linked to physical abuse, drug
use, and suicide, and they often point to politicized statements from medical
associations and activist groups to support these claims. Although it is possible to
find instances of physical abuse and otherwise clearly harmful practices, which can
and should be prosecuted under existing law, the conversion therapy ban as it is
currently advocated for, is not targeted at particular practices but instead at
particular values. Advocates for so called conversion therapy bans impose legal
restrictions because they disagree with particular views about human sexuality and
biology held by certain professionals.

New Hampshire’s Constitution recognizes a person’s inalienable rights to one’s
conscience. RSA 332-L prohibits those who wish to seek treatment aligning with
their beliefs and desires concerning sexuality. No one is in favor of allowing any
kind of abuse to masquerade as “therapy,” but counseling bans are the wrong tool
for addressing actual cases of abuse. Silencing speech only limits the options of
people who wish to live consistent with what they believe about sexuality.
Depending on the extent to which New Hampshire's current conversion therapy
ban is enforced, a paid counselor would be banned from helping a young woman
experiencing unwanted attraction to a close female friend, or from helping a youth
experiencing gender confusion, but who has expressed a desire to eventually marry
and have a traditional family; and a bookstore may not advertise or sell certain
books helping people who wish to live consistently with their biological sex. We
should take into account the legitimate needs of those who wish to pursue therapy
that supports their lifestyle choices, even if they don’t conform to the latest cultural


https://www.dailysignal.com/2018/11/20/hollywoods-one-sided-narrative-on-conversion-therapy/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2019/07/10/amazon-just-banned-my-dads-therapy-books-caving-to-lgbt-activists/

trends. Only then will our public policy simultaneously protect and respect the
freedom of everyone.

Second, Conversion Therapy Bans have a negative impact on children,
particularly children experiencing ‘gender dysphoria.” Exploring the
underlying causes of a child’s discomfort with his or her biological sex or
providing body-affirming counseling is not a “discredited” or “abusive” practice.
When treating minors, many medical professionals and parents prefer to try to help
them accept their bodies rather than medically alter them. This stands in contrast to
the approach recommended by many LGBT activists, which mandates immediate
and unquestioning affirmation of a child’s stated gender identity. This affirmation
of a child’s stated gender identity can include a social transition, consisting of a
new wardrobe, name, and pronouns, and eventually a medical transition via
puberty blockers at age 9; cross-sex hormones at 14; and sex-reassignment surgery
at 18.

There is strong evidence for the effectiveness of a “watchful waiting” approach to
treating gender dysphoria in minors, allowing children time and space to come to
terms with their biological sex rather than pursuing aggressive, permanent
interventions. Research shows that 80%-95% of children who experience gender
dysphoria but do not transition socially will see their distress resolve on its own
over time. This finding is alarming when we contrast it with a finding that those
placed on the path of social transition proceed to undergo medical transition in
almost all cases. These medical transitions can permanently sterilize children well
before they are old enough to understand the lifelong implications, and they lack
solid medical or scientific support. Opponents of H.B. 1077 would, to great effect,
prevent the watchful waiting approach and classify anything other than unreserved
affirmation as an unlawful attempt to “change gender identity.”

Lastly, when the State takes away choices from doctors, parents lose as well.
In some states, for example, parents have lost custody of a child in part because
they wanted to pursue counseling rather than immediate hormone treatments for
their child’s sudden gender dysphoria. Such examples send a powerful message to
parents concerned for their children. Loving parents should not fear similar trends
by the New Hampshire government, which would prevent them from receiving a
full range of competent and appropriate care for their children. When children are
harmed due to an ideologically driven conversion therapy ban, which often results
in irreversible surgeries and hormone treatments, the side-effects of which are by



no means ‘settled science,’ parents are harmed as well. By allowing RSA 332-L to
remain, many parents will rightly feel uneasy about bringing a child who has
expressed gender confusion to a professional practice—where their child will,
because of the current law, most certainly be carried down a path where the
potential underlying causes of the child's discomfort cannot be questioned or
investigated, which often involves irreversible, life-altering gender affirmation
treatments, and where only a partial picture of sexuality can be lawfully considered
and discussed. When the State takes away choices from doctors, parents lose as
well, including a loss of confidence in NH's system that their child can be treated
accurately, with his best interests in mind.

Again, please pass H.B. 1077. | thank you for your time.



Archived: Monday, February 14, 2022 10:54:06 AM
From: Gary Goodnough

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 10:15:57 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members:

| am a professor of counselor education at Plymouth State University. My job is to teach people how to be
counselors. One of the important parts of being a counselor is accepting people for who they are and
helping them to learn how to accept themselves. Further, counselors are ethically bound to not provide
treatment for which there is no scientific basis. Conversion Therapy has no basis in science. In fact it is the
antithesis of science and has no legitimate place as a theory of choice for an ethical counselor. | strongly
recommend that you vote against this reprehensible bill.

Sincerely,

Dr. Gary Goodnough

Board Certified Counselor

Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor


mailto:ggoodno@plymouth.edu
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:25 AM
From: Corina Ryan

Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 11:47:00 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

I mportance: Normal

Attachments: advo.docxf;

Hello,

Please see attached my letter showing my opposition to the repealing of HB 1077.
Thank you,

Corina Ryan

383 Dorchester Rd
Lyme, NH 03768


mailto:corina.e.ryan@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Corina Ryan 

383 Dorchester Rd 

Lyme, NH 03768





February 14, 2022

RE: HB1077



Dear Chairperson and other members of the committee, 



My name is Corina Ryan, I am currently a graduate student at New England College. I am writing to proclaim my opposition of HB1077. This bill seeks to repeal the ban on conversion therapy in New Hampshire. Current research shows that conversion therapy is a dangerous practice that is potentially harmful for clients. Furthermore, this form of therapy has a low success rate at changing anyone’s sexuality and instead does harm to clients. 

	In 2007 the American Psychological Association (APA), created a task force to explore the effects of conversion therapy. The APA found that conversion therapy was unlikely to be successful in changing the client’s sexual orientation and furthermore was likely to cause harm to the client (American Psychological Association , 2009). Instead, the APA reports that the best response is one of acceptance, support, and understanding by therapists and the community (American Psychological Association , 2009). 

	While the APA and other research entities have shown the poor success rate with conversion therapy, it has also proclaimed the harm that can occur. A report from Williams Institute School of Law at UCLA showed that those who experienced conversion therapy were twice as likely to kill themselves (Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law , 2020). In fact, those who received conversion therapy were 92% more likely to commit suicide in their lifetime as well as being 75% more likely of planning to attempt suicide (Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law , 2020). This shows that this therapy does harm as a result is not one that is supported by the AMHCA or the NHMHCA. 

	I hope that you consider that repealing this bill will have great ramifications for many of your constituents as well as citizens across the state. 







Respectfully submitted, 



Corina Ryan

Graduate Student







References
American Psychological Association . (2009). Report of the APA Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to Sexual Orientation. American Psychological Association .
Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law . (2020). LGB people who have undergone conversion therapy almost twice as likely to attempt suicide. Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law .





Archived: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:22:52 AM
From: Kat Williams

Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 7:32:29 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Asaqueer resident of New Hampshire, to hear that a Bill was being introduced that would allow
the abuse of LGBT+ minors was an utter shock. Conversion therapy isnot only an extremely
outdated practice, but one that has been proven to not work. LGBT+ youth are aready at a higher
risk of homelessness, self harm, and suicide than the average teen, passing this Bill will only
contribute further to that problem. If we can't allow children to be themselves, how could we
possibly bethe 'Live Free or Die' state? As amember of the LGBT+ community, | strongly
oppose this Bill and the great harm it will impose on not only the community as awhole but
children especialy.

Remy Williams, he/him


mailto:punkyw@hotmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:24 AM
From: Trudy Mott-Smith

Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2022 11:32:06 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

I mportance: Normal

Dear Committee Members

Please vote unanimously against HB 1077 (repealing the prohibition on
conversion therapy for minors).

It is shocking to me that the question of conversion therapy is again
under consideration, after being prohibited in 2018 following careful
legislative and gubernatorial processes.

As you know, conversion therapy has been denounced as harmful and
abusive to those on whom it is practised by those professional groups
with the most experience with the therapy, including the American
Medical Association, the American PsychologicalAssociation and the
American Counseling Association.

Sincerely,

Wiltrud R. Mott-Smith

91 Kenney Road

Loudon, NH 03307


mailto:wmottsm@worldpath.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:08 AM
From: Martha Byam

Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 2:31:20 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB1077

I mportance: Normal

Dear Representatives serving on the HHSEA committee:

This letter is to urge you to oppose HB1077 - a bill to repeal the ban on conversion therapy.
| am a resident of the town of Exeter, and have been a NH resident for 47 years.

Please consider the following:

*  There is no credible evidence that conversion therapy has any positive outcomes for the patient.
*.  People who are subjected to this intervention (I use this term loosely) are several times more likely to
attempt to commit suicide.

Our health care dollars should not be going to support a proclaimed therapy that does significantly more
harm than good. It is not a health measure and should remain banned.

| would be grateful if you would please let me know where you stand on this bill.

Thank you for your service,
Martha Byam

1 Blossom Lane

Exeter, NH 03833


mailto:martha.byam@unh.edu
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us
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Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:24 AM
From: Louise Taylor

Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2022 12:40:09 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB1077 opposition

I mportance: Normal

Dear Committee,

Although the hearing is closed, | need to let you know that as an Aunt of an LGBTQ nephew, and being a
lesbian, myself, | urge you not to pass this horrible bill.

Why in the world did someone present this bill in the first place? Who we are is a private matter!
Furthermore, it's hard enough being a member of this community without having uninformed people try to
change us. | am 72 years old and was sent to a psychiatrist at an early age by my parents whose purpose
was that | change who I loved. It hurt me considerably. There’s also the matter of teen suicide. Kids have it
hard enough already without the pall of conversion therapy looming over them.

Do the right thing by these vulnerable kids.

Respectfully submitted,

Louise Taylor

Tamworth, NH
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Archived: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:22:49 AM

From: Zac Smith

Sent: Sunday, February 6, 2022 2:11:41 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Subject: HB1077 Repealing the Prohibition on Conversion Therapy for Minors
Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members,

Conversion therapy is and should be an appalling afront to all NH citizens. It is abusive,
unnecessary, and considered torture in most devel oped countries. There is absolutely no reason to
consider arepeal of this ban.

It isnot acrimeto be gay. Being gay is not a disease to be cured, and if a parent finds their child
so disgusting that they would resort to torture to "fix" them, the parent is the one that needs
therapy, not the child.

Do the right thing and dismiss this hill.

Y our queer constituent,
Zac Smith
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:03 AM
From: Madeleine Pluhar

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 10:04:31 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: AGAINST HB 1077

Importance: Normal

I stand with NASW's statement against HB 1077. Conversion therapy leads to suicide, among
other mental health tragedies. Please do NOT let HB 1077 go forward.

Thank you,

Madeleine Pluhar, LICSW

Madeleine Pluhar, LICSW

rel axandhavehope@madel el nepluhar.com

http://www.madel einepluhar.com

The contents of this e-mail are confidential and belong to me, the sender who islegally privileged.
The information contained in this e-mail isintended only for the use of the person named above. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or
distribution of thise-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please
notify me immediately and destroy it. Thank you.

Prohibition on Redisclosure

This information has been disclosed to you from records protected by Federal confidentiality
rules (42 CFR Part2). The Federal rules prohibit you from making any further disclosure of this
information unless further disclosure is expressly permitted by the written consent of the person to
whom it pertains or as otherwise permitted by 42CFR Part2.
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:06 AM
From: Heather Toulmin

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 5:58:28 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077 - horror of horror and shame on NH
Importance: Normal

Hello,

| am writing as a professional and as a mother of a gay man, in absolute horror that this bill has been
introduced in the NH statehouse. This is an atrocious afront on humanity, on legality and on civil rights-
let alone a clear threat to our citizens in that conversion therapy directly aids to death, mortality. This bill
must not only be killed in committee but the representatives who introduced it must be called out —
identified to the voters of this state so we may make our voices heard that healthcare shall not be turned
into political torture for the citizens of NH.

| am deeply outraged.
That my legislatures spend time creating death when there is so much health care need is abhorrent.

With Urgency and Hope,
Heather Toulmin

PS---Below is data for your committee to receive and enter into the record, again and again until every
member of the house is educated:

Conversion therapy is an unethical and potentially harmful practice. In line with the AMHCA,
ACA, APA, NASW, and AAMFT among others, we do not support the repeal of the ban on
conversion therapy.

This type of therapy has been empirically studied and shown to be detrimental to clients who are
LGBQT. The increased rate in depression and suicide is documented, as in the following:

A new report by the Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law finds that non-transgender LGB
people who experienced conversion therapy were almost twice as likely to think about
suicide and to attempt suicide compared to their peers who hadnt experienced conversion
therapy.” “LGB people who experienced conversion therapy showed greater odds of having
suicidal thoughts and attempts compared to LGB people who had not experienced conversion
therapy which includes:

e 92% greater odds of lifetime suicidal ideation

e 75% greater odds of planning to attempt suicide

e 88% qgreater odds of attempting suicide resulting in N0 or minor_ injury

Position statements on conversion therapy from ACA, APA, NASW, AAMFT and others:
https://lwww.hrc.org/resources/policy-and-position-statements-on-conversion-therapy

(2020, June 15). LGB People Who Have Undergone Conversion Therapy Almost Twice as Likely to
Attempt Suicide - Williams Institute. LGB people who have undergone conversion therapy almost twice as
likely to attempt suicide - Williams Institute. https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/Igb-suicide-ct-press-
release/.
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Heather Toulmin, LCMHC EMDR Certified, EMDRIA Consultant
Seasons Promise PLLC

43 Lebanon Street, Suite 1

Hanover, NH 03755 802-299-6276

www.SeasonsPromise.com

Pronouns She/Her/Hers

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THIS ELECTRONIC MESSAGE:

This message is intended for the use of the person to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient,
your use of this message for any purpose is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please delete the message and notify the sender so that we may correct our records.



Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:07 AM
From: James Marston, AMH

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 2:40:43 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Good Afternoon, Committee,

I'm James Marston, and I'm a licensed mental health counselor. I'm writing to urge you to not overturn the ban on conversion therapy. There is no medical benefit to the
practice, a fact supported by research. The positions of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association, the American Psychiatric Association, and
a host of others supports this.

In fact, research has shown that conversion therapy is harmful to those who undergo it. The Williams Institute at UCLA found that people who undergo conversion therapy
are more likely to report suicidal thoughts, plans, and attempts.

Overturning the ban amounts to condoning those who would harm others with pseudoscience and unethical practices. It would be seen as a de facto statement that
conversion therapy practices have a place in therapeutic care, when in fact they do not.

| urge you to uphold the ban as a clear statement that conversion therapy is harmful and should not be tolerated.
Thank you,
Janmes C. Marston, LCVHC

(Hel H m)

Alliance Mental Health and Youth Consultation Services

603- 343- 2166

CONFI DENTI ALI TY NOTI CE: The contents of this email nmessage and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and n
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:06 AM
From: John David Renouf

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 6:27:27 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Regarding the Proposal to repeal the ban on Conversion Therapy, | wish to express my concern
and opposition to thisbill. | am aretired Clinical Mental Health Counselor with 38 years
experience treating NH clients.

Thistype of "treatment"” is ineffective to changing someone's sexual orientation and, indeed poses
avery real risk of causing harm. The messageis"Y ou're not normal”. "Y ou have something very
wrong with you!"

Obviously there are some people who do believe thisis the truth. But what if they are wrong!

No body can be in someone el'se mind. We cannot know how they feel. But | can tell you that |
have met many people in my work from all walks of life. I have never met someone who has
mental health problems solely because of their sexual orientation.

Asthe Physicians follow their mandate, "Above all, do no harm.” | ask you to consider the real
risks of confusion, insecurity and isolation this repeal will cause, and the very real likelihood that
Conversion Therapy will not produce any benefits.

David Renouf, M .Ed.

Past President, NHMHCA


mailto:renouf1950@gmail.com
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:03 AM

From: JJ Smith

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 9:13:09 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Subject: HB1077 - repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.
Importance: Normal

Honorable members of the House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs committee

| am writing to ask that you vote this bill ITL. Conversion therapy is a highly damaging practice
based on beliefs about sexuality and gender identity that have been shown repeatedly to have no
basisin fact. There are no major medical or psychological associations that endorse conversion
therapy and many that have come out strongly against it because of the harm it causesto
LGBTQIA individuals. | would also direct your attention to the large number of individuals who
formerly led organizations that supported conversion therapy but have found that they themselves
could not remain "ex-gay". They have denounced this practice and the harm that it does, including
increased risk of depression and suicide. There are a number of websites about this and even a
documentary film. | would recommend you look at bornperfect.org/former-ex-gay-leaders/

| was relieved that this harmful practice was outlawed in our state a couple years ago. Please do
not make the mistake of allowing licensed counselors to participate in conversion therapy without
consequence based on their personal beliefs that are misguided at best.

Thank you for your service,

Jennifer Smith, MD
Pembroke, NH
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:03 AM
From: Caitlin Eldridge

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 9:58:12 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB1077

Importance: Normal

RE: HB1077
Dear Chairperson and members of the committee:

My name is Caitlin Eldridge, and | am a LCMHC in New Hampshire and a member of the New
Hampshire Mental Health counselor’s association. | am writing to express my dire concern and
opposition to HB 1077 which seeks to repeal the ban on conversion therapy in NH. Conversion
therapy is an unethical and potentially harmful practice. In line with the AMHCA, ACA, APA,
NASW, and AAMFT among others, we do not support the repeal of the ban on conversion
therapy.

This type of therapy has been empirically studied and shown to be detrimental to clients who are
LGBQT. The increased rate in depression and suicide is documented, as in the following:

A new report by the Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law finds that non-transgender LGB
people who experienced conversion therapy were almost twice as likely to think about
suicide and to attempt suicide compared to their peers who hadn’t experienced conversion
therapy.” “LGB people who experienced conversion therapy showed greater odds of having
suicidal thoughts and attempts compared to LGB people who had not experienced conversion
therapy which includes:

* 92% greater odds of lifetime suicidal ideation

* 75% greater odds of planning to attempt suicide

* 88% greater odds of attempting suicide resulting in no or minor injury

We strongly hope that you understand the consequences of repealing a bill that will allow
conversion therapy for your constituents in your districts as well as statewide.

Respectfully submitted,
Caitlin Eldridge, LCMHC NH#2290

Caitlin Eldridge, LCMHC

(617) 420-6562

308 Durham Road, Unit B Dover, NH 03820
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may
contain confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are
not the intended recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in
error, please immediately alert the sender by reply email and then delete this message and any
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attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination,
copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.



Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:06 AM
From: SaraM. Sullivan

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 5:27:03 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: | oppose HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Greetings,

As a mental health professional who specializes in providing care for LGBTQ+ youth, | strongly
oppose HB 1077 regarding the reversal of the conversion therapy ban. Conversion therapy is a
harmful practice that has been linked to increase in suicide and suicidal ideation in the LGBTQ+
population. It is unethical and should remain banned in order to protect an already vulnerable
population.

Regards,

Sara

Sara M. Sullivan, LCMHC

She/Her/Hers

Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor

Past President, New Hampshire Mental Health Counselors Association

Web:
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/sara-m-sullivan-dover-nh

Phone:
603-770-9700

Fax:
888-338-0660

Mailing:
PO Box 2063, Dover, NH 03820

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and
may contain confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If
you are not the intended recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been
addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply email and then delete this
message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
use, dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:06 AM
From: Lynn Stanley

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 5:48:04 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Cc: John DeJoie

Subject: NASW NH Testimony - HB 1077
Importance: Normal

Attachments:

HB 1077 NASW NH conversion therapy.docxf

Attached and below please find the testimony from NASW NH
HB 1077
Lynn Stanley, LICSW

February 14, 2022

Re: HB 1077- repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee,

On behalf of the National Association of Social Workers New Hampshire Chapter, | am writing to
express our strong opposition to HB 1077.

Conversion therapy has been discredited and highly criticized by all major medical, psychiatric,
psychological and professional mental health organizations, including the National Association of
Social Workers. Data demonstrates that conversion therapy negatively impacts the mental health
and self-esteem of the individual.

NASW NH strongly asserts its stance against therapies and treatments designed to change sexual
orientation or gender identity and against referring clients to practitioners or programs that claim
to do so. The practice is unsubstantiated, harmful, and unethical.

Repealing this ban would needlessly put our youth at risk of psychological chicanery,
discrimination, and prejudice.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opposition.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Stanley, LICSW
Executive Director

NASW NH
exec.naswnh@sociaworkers.org
603.496.0994



mailto:lynncstanley@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:jdejoie@karnerbluestrategies.com

[image: ]

February 14, 2022



Re: HB 1077- repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee,

On behalf of the National Association of Social Workers New Hampshire Chapter, I am writing to express our strong opposition to HB 1077.

Conversion therapy has been discredited and highly criticized by all major medical, psychiatric, psychological and professional mental health organizations, including the National Association of Social Workers. Data demonstrates that conversion therapy negatively impacts the mental health and self-esteem of the individual. 

NASW NH strongly asserts its stance against therapies and treatments designed to change sexual orientation or gender identity and against referring clients to practitioners or programs that claim to do so. The practice is unsubstantiated, harmful, and unethical.



Repealing this ban would needlessly put our youth at risk of psychological chicanery, discrimination, and prejudice. 



Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opposition.

Respectfully submitted, 



Lynn Stanley, LICSW

Executive Director 

NASW NH

exec.naswnh@socialworkers.org

603.496.0994
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Lynn Stanley, LICSW

National Association of Social Workers
Executive Director - New Hampshire Chapter
Executive Director - Vermont Chapter
Interim Executive Director - Maine Chapter
(c) 603.496.0994

she/her

We are committed to providing information and resources to help all social workersin their
professional lives. We are able to do this because of NASW Members - membership duesare a
major part of our Chapter's budget. If you are not a member, please consider becoming one
today. When you become a member of NASW, you automatically become a member of your
Chapter and help support our work.



Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:05 AM
From: Adéle

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 8:14:17 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Opposed to HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Dear Members of the House Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee:

| write tonight to make you aware that as a human being, and as a psychotherapist in practice for 30 yearsin this
state, | am very strongly against HB 1077, which seeks to repeal the ban on conversion therapy in
New Hampshire.

Conversion therapy is an unethical and potentially harmful practice. | do not support the repeal of the
ban on conversion therapy.

Please vote in opposition to this cruel and hurtful bill. Thank you.

Most sincerely,
AdéeleV. Bradley, MA, LCMHC
10 Ploss Lane, Goffstown, NH 03045

603.497.2410

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:04 AM
From: Stephen Scaer

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 11:59:14 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Please vote OTP on HB1077

Importance: Normal

NH HB 1077

Dear Members of the Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee.

I’'m Stephen Scaer, 111 East Hobart Street, Nashua, NH, and I'm here to ask you to help repeal
the therapy ban by voting OTP on HB1077.

| read the following post on the Detransitioners Subreddit page, which has almost 26,000
members:

“Why have trans activists pushed so hard for immediate medicalisation of anyone who is
experiencing even minor forms of gender discomfort /dysphoria, encouraging a lifetime of
doctors, blood tests, scans, injections, surgery, even more surgery, instead of just trying talk
therapy first? Would it be ethical to staple the stomach of a 14-year-old anorexic shut so they
can't gain any more weight even though there's nothing wrong physically, the problem is all
psychological?

“Seems insane, yet that's exactly what we're doing to trans kids, permanent changes made from
a problem that isn't even real a lot of the time. Sex can never be changed, and no matter what
surgeries and unhealthy medical procedures you do to people it will never even come close to
the bodies given to us at birth, yet we throw that all away because of a thought we were "born in
the wrong body"??? How can it be wrong if it's perfectly healthy and functions by itself without
need for medical intervention ? Doesn't make sense.

“Transition should 100% be the last resort, not the first. ESPECIALLY in the case of minors.”

Several destransitioners responded that their therapists hadn’t helped them explore the mental
health issues underlying the gender dysphoria before medicalization, others noted that in some
it's illegal to offer help other than affirmative care:

One detransitioner suggested: “If you go to a therapist who has experience with LGBTQ people,
but is not gender affirming, they can help! Also, if you're in the US, some states require all
therapists to obey the affirmative care model. So, hop on Psychology Today, find a therapist
who's not from those states, and go on online sessions!”

Unfortunately, NH is one of those states that bans therapists from providing children with the
help they need.

It's also important to note that often cited Report of the American Psychological Association Task
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Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to Sexual Orientation 2007 didn't demonstrate that
Sexual Orientation Change Efforts were ineffective or harmful:

“We thus concluded that there is little in the way of credible evidence that could clarify whether
SOCE does or does not work in changing same-sex sexual attractions.”

And that “other individuals reported that SOCE was helpful—for example, it helped them live in a
manner consistent with their faith. Some individuals described finding a sense of community
through religious SOCE and valued having others with whom they could identify.”

As to harm, including suicidality caused by this therapy, the report concluded:

“Early and recent research studies provide no clear indication of the prevalence of harmful
outcomes among people who have undergone efforts to change their sexual orientation or the
frequency of occurrence of harm . . . Thus, we cannot conclude how likely it is that harm will
occur from SOCE.”

| ask you to please get the state and popular ideologies out of individual therapy so that young
people, especially those with gender dysphoria, can get the help they need. Please vote OTP on
HB1077.

So why did the American Psychological Association recommendations stray so much from the
findings?

Well, the report indicates animosity toward traditional religion, which they presume to be based
in guilt;

“Many religious individuals desired to live their lives in a manner consistent with their values (telic
congruence); however, telic congruence based on stigma and shame is unlikely to result in
psychological well-being.”

And the report indicates the APA’s dedication to the critical theory principal of intersectionality,
which views people as members of oppressed groups, rather than individuals, resulting in one-
size-fits-all approaches:

The report calls for education regarding the importance of: “s The intersections of age, gender,
gender identity, race, ethnicity, culture, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability,
language, and socioeconomic status.”



Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:04 AM

From: Miriam Osofsky

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:22:27 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Subject: VOTE AGAINST HB 1077...Conversion therapy isUNETHICAL, CRUEL, and
DEFIES THE SCIENCE OF CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

Importance: Normal

Dear Legislator,

As a clinical psychologist practicing for 30 years, and the proud mother of a gay son, |
can tell you that conversion therapy is unethical, cruel, and defies all the data on sexual
orientation and psychological health. Asking a person to conceal or repress their sexual
identity causes depression and suicide. If you vote to allow conversion therapy, you will
cause the deaths of gay and lesbian youth. This bill is an outrage, and anyone
considering voting for it should be ashamed. Gay and lesbian youth thrive when they are
encouraged to be themselves, and | will do everything in my power to expose the
shamefulness of legislation that causes LGBTQ youth like my son, his boyfriend, and my
patients to suffer. Vote against HB 1077 -- this bill is an abomination.

Sincerely,

Miriam R. Osofsky, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist
2 Woodmore Drive
Hanover, NH 03755

603 443 0500

also signed by Aaron S. Osofsky, D.D.S
2 Woodmore Drive

Hanover, NH 03755

603 381 1664

Confidentiality Notice: This email transmission, including all attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure, or distribution violates confidentiality and privacy laws, and

is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender immediately and destroy all copies of the message. Thank you for
your cooperation.
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Archived: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 11:56:04 AM
From: Beth Scaer

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 11:48:09 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Vote OTP on HB1077

Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members,

In 2018, Governor Sununu signed an unconstitutional “conversion therapy” ban bill into a law
that bans therapists from helping confused kids and teens to explore whether their same-sex
attraction or opposite sex gender identity is something they want to keep or change.

According to Cornerstone, the therapy ban has these devastating consequences.

¢ Muzzles therapists and restricts their speech in a clinical setting.

 Ignores a patient’s right to set their own therapeutic goals. A client dealing
with unwanted same-sex attraction or gender dysphoria would not be able to get the help
they need and want.

¢ Infringes on the religious liberty of therapists.
This law puts kids and teens on a one-way street with no turning back.

My niece, who grew up in a dysfunctional family situation, went on testosterone as a 17-year-
old. She thought it would solve her problems, but it only made them worse. She died at 21 from
a drug overdose.

Cari Stella, a young woman who posted a video on YouTube about her experiences both
transitioning as a minor, and detransitioning as an adult, reports that no one told her she had
any other options.

“They don’t tell you that it’s OK to be butch, to be gender non-conforming, to not like men, to
not like the way men treat you . . . They tell you about testosterone.”

Stella asks how many other medical conditions are there where “you can walk into the doctor’s
office, tell them you have a certain condition, which has no objective test, which can be caused
by trauma or mental issues or societal factors, and receive life-altering medications on your say-
so?”

The therapy ban denies children like Stella even the chance to explore how they can live as their
biological sex before making choices they’ll regret. This isn’t therapy, its ideology, and our
children deserve better.

Please vote OTP on HB1077 to repeal the therapy ban.

Beth Scaer
Nashua NH
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Christopher P. Stoddard
25 Horse Pasture Ln.
Thornton, NH 03285

NH House of Representatives
Standing Committee for Health, Human Services & Elderly Affairs

February 3, 2022
Dear Chairman Pearson and Committee Members,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1077. Conversion therapy assumes that
homosexuality is a mental disorder or in the very least is a part of someone that can or needs to
be changed. This assumption has been rejected by the American Psychiatric Association
(Position Statement on Issues Related to Homosexuality, 2013), the American Psychological
Association (2009), the American Counseling Association, and more.

Simply put, sexual orientation change efforts are based around the conflict of values. Some
espouse the notion that homosexuality is a developmental defect or a moral failing. Others
endorse that homosexuality is naturally occurring and not indicative of psychopathology or
morality. Regardless of one’s personal values surrounding homosexuality, it is quite evident that
conversion therapy is a harmful practice. While there may be some evidence that conversion
therapy results in some behavioral change, there is no evidence that this technique results in
altered sexuality. The resulting internal conflict between a person’s self and their actions leads to
a great deal of psychological distress and a host of negative sequalae. In short, conversion
therapy is a disproven, unscientific, and harmful practice of attempting to solve a problem that
does not exist. I strongly urge the Committee to vote down this legislation.

Dr. Chefstopher P. Stoddard, Psy.D., NCSP
NH Licensed Psychologist

NH Licensed School Psychologist

MA Licensed Educational Psychologist
Assistant Professor of School Psychology
School Psychology Program Director
Plymouth State University



Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:10 AM
From: LyraS.

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 3:51:29 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB1077

Importance: Normal

Dear honorable Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs committee members,

My name is Lyra Saults, | am 16 years old, and | live in Bristol, NH. Last week, | watched the
hearing for HB1077: Repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors. | am firmly
opposed to this Bill.

| am concerned about this Bill because many of my dearest friends and family members are part
of the LGBTQ+ community. The passing of HB1077 would allow my friends, family, and others in
my community to potentially face extreme abuse. These people are already at greater risk of
developing mental health problems. This is commonly due to the nonacceptance of their identity.
They should never have to suffer through therapy focused on enduring and encouraging this lack
of acceptance.

HB1077 legalizes the practice of conversion therapy for minors in New Hampshire. Rather than
assisting a person positively in their self-discovery, conversion therapy’s goal is to completely
change someone’s sexuality and/or gender identity— a result that has never even been proven to
be possible. Conversion therapy includes many types of mental abuse, such as defying the
patients' feelings and trying to force them to think and act differently. Historically, it has also
included physical abuse, such as beating. Some may say that conversion therapy can be done in
a gentle and ethical way, but this is false. The objective is still to change someone’s identity and
the therapy is often requested by someone besides the individual receiving the treatment. This
type of nonacceptance directed at youth often leads them to develop depression and suicidal
thoughts. Forced change is not therapy.

Some, though firmly opposed to conversion therapy, interpret the language of that law as limiting
to therapists who want to be able to have relaxed, open discussions with their patients. They

also claim that current rules and regulations for medical professionals already prevent them from
using coercive/forceful/conversion-therapy-like methods of any sort with their clients.

| suggest the Committee looks into that to see whether or not those claims are valid, but this does
not affect the essential choice of maintaining our current law. LGBTQ+ youth have the right to
have access to therapy and to have comfortable discussions with their therapists without fear of
being forced to be someone they are not. | propose not repealing the law at all, but looking into
how it affects LGBTQ+ youth and their search to find genuine and damage-free mental health
care in New Hampshire.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Lyra Saults


mailto:wingedwolf300@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:25 AM
From: Marjorie Rogal ski

Sent: Friday, February 18, 2022 10:54:03 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB1077

Importance: Normal

To all members of the House committee considering the bill to allow 'conversion therapy"
---please, please, do NOT approve this bill. Do NOT allow this dangerous practice (not
therapy at all) to be mandated in NH. The young people dealing with issues of their
gender identity need support NOT 'conversion". Statistics of people who have undergone
such treatment are much more likely to harm themselves--don't do that to them or their
families.

Do NOT pass HB 1077

Marjorie Rogalski
Hanover, NH


mailto:marjorie890@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:22:52 AM
From: James A. Carroll

Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 5:22:31 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB1077

Importance: Normal

New Hampshire House of Representatives Committee Members,

My name is James Carroll of Pembroke, New Hampshire and | stand in vehement opposition to
the passage of House Bill 1077. New Hampshire and its children deserve better.

Thank you for your time,

James A. Carroll


mailto:telljac@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:24 AM
From: Deborah Baker

Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2022 2:09:21 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: NO on HB1077

Importance: Normal

Over the past 20 years, m ultiple professional bodies, including the American Medical
Association , the American Psychological Association, and the American Counseling Association
have denounced conversion therapy and determined it to be deliberately harmful and abusive
to clients who are subjected to the practice. Do you really want NH to be a state that says yes to
something that medical professionals agree is wrong? Please don’t welcome unscrupulous
practitioners who prey on people's emotions and on misinformation to our state. Please don't
harm young people. Vote no on HB1077. | write as a Christian and a mother.

Thanks.

Deb Baker
Concord, NH


mailto:deborahba@yahoo.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Monday, February 14, 2022 8:38:56 AM
From: Nai Yares

Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2022 6:59:55 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: On HB1077

Importance: Normal

| oppose HB1077 on the grounds that Transgender Rights are more important than polititians,
goverments, churches, religions, corporations, and capital. | likewise state that any delayal,
denial and/or violation of Transgender Rights must be held accountable through legal and/or
illegal action insomuch as is required as to remove the capacity to insmirch upon the dignity of
Transgender People everywhere.


mailto:ianyares@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:24 AM
From: Barbara Widger

Sent: Saturday, February 19, 2022 3:48:53 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Oppose HB1077

Importance: Normal

HB 1077 is an important in supporting our LGBTQ youth and should NOT be
repealed. Being LGBTQ is natural and in no way needs to be cured! Sexual orientation
of whatever sort should be supported for their mental health of all provideditis
consentual. My husband and | ask that you please oppose repeal of ban on
conversion therapy for minors.

Barbara Widger, 171 High Ridge, Manchester NH 03104
UU for 'double-U' & Unitarian Universalist


mailto:b.uuidger@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:20 AM
From: Jayson Cassetta

Sent: Monday, February 21, 2022 4:35:15 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Opposition to Bill 1077

Importance: Normal

Hi Committee Members,

My name is Jayson Cassetta and | live in Keene NH, and you're my State Rep. I'm emailing
today to urge you to oppose Bill 1077. As a student, this bill is important to me because | am
apart of the LGBTQ+ community and to see this bill even be considered hurts me, my friends,
colleagues, teachers, and my community. This bill will traumatize and scar many children and
individuals. | am not a broken toy you need to fix, | am a respected and kind human who cares for
my community. | urge you to reconsider this bill and think of all the lives you could save if you
reject it.

Thank you for your consideration
Jayson Cassetta


mailto:Jayson.Cassetta@keene.edu
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:22:52 AM
From: Dustin B

Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 6:08:08 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Regarding Bill HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Hello,

My nameis Dustin and I'm aresident of New Hampshire currently living in Plymouth, New
Hampshire. Its come to my attention that Bill HB 1077 islooking to repeal the prohibition of
conversion therapy on minors, and that's why I'm writing to you all today. | am currently ina
master's program to obtain my master'sin clinical mental health counseling, and with all my
knowledge of both mental health from school, scientific papers, and personal expirences, | can
assure you conversion therapy doesn't work and is instead incredibly inhumane to any LGBTQ+
Y outh. It's very disheartening to hear my home state would look to unban such a barbaric and
frankly inhumane practice that has been proven to have no Merritt. New Hampshire should be
somewhere where all youth feel safe to be and express who they are, and that's why I'm hoping
you will vote againgt this bill and keep our LGBTQ+ youth in NH safe.

Thank you for your time,
Dustin Bousquin


mailto:santad06@yahoo.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Testimony in Support of HB 1077
Samuel Safford

Pelham, NH

February 15, 2022

Dear Committee Members,

| am asking you to support HB 1077 to repeal the prohibition on conversion therapy for
minors.

[, myself, several years ago struggled with my sexuality and gender. | have Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy and use a power wheelchair. My disability made it difficult for me
to fit in during High School.

| began having same sex attraction and browsing gay dating apps. Men, old enough to
be my father, were texting me nude photos of their genitalia. | started going down a
dangerous path. | was confused about my gender and believed | was non-binary,
neither man nor woman. This confusion caused me to abuse alcohol and marijuana
and | had to be hospitalized.

| was seeing a Christian counselor during this time and rather than helping me align my
sexuality with my sincerely held faith perspective, which was my own therapeutic goal,

he continued to lead me down a path that left me in further confusion about my gender
and sexuality.

After this, | was diagnosed with and treated for Bartonella, a bacterial brain infection
caused by a tick-bite, and as the treatment started to clear my brain inflammation, |
realized that | was neither gay, transgender nor non-binary.

| believe that a ripple effect has occurred because of this law — impacting not only
minors, but even young adults like me seeking help. | believe my counselor has been
conditioned to deny clients like me from seeking my therapeutic goals of aligning my
sexuality with my sincerely held religious beliefs. If he had not denied me this right, my
family and | would have been spared monthsof confusion and despair. It pains me to
think the same could happen to a minor — not much younger than me.

For these reasons, | ask you to support HB 1077 and lift RSA 332-L’s unconstitutional
intrusion into the privileged speech of counselor and the therapeutic goals of a client.

Sam Safford, age 24
Pelham, NH



February 11th, 2022
Rep. Mark Pearson
House Committee on Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs, LOB Room 205
33 North State St.
Concord, NH 03301
RE: HB1077

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Committee,

My name is Loreley Godfrey, and I’'m 17 years old from Portsmouth. I stand in strong opposition
to HB1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.

This bill wrongfully makes the assumption that conversion therapy is a necessary medical
treatment.

The American Psychological Association supports that same-gender sexual orientation and

varying gender identity or expression are a normal part of humanity. They do not constitute a
mental disorder. It is extremely harmful, homophobic, and unethical to propose a bill based on
the assumption that one’s sexuality needs to be changed.

If this bill operated under leading medical or scientific research, it would be recognized that there
is no need for the inclusion of such therapy when the disorder it is meant to treat simply does not
exist.

Upon direct communication with the sponsor of this bill, Rep. Wuelper made a couple erroneous
claims.

Firstly, he argued that conversion therapy hasn’t yet been proven to be effective or harmful, so
subsequently there shouldn’t be any negative impact if this bill passes. This is incorrect. There is
no evidence in any capacity proving that it is effective, and any treatment or practices that
purport to change an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity lack any foundation in
science and medicine. International Foreign Expert Group 2020 The American Psychiatric
Association confirms that conversion therapy is often coercive, harmful, and should not
constitute any behavioral health treatment. SAMHSA

Secondly, Rep. Wuelper further argued that it is important to give healthcare providers maximum
freedom in determining treatment. However, healthcare providers themselves don’t want this
therapy. The American Academy of Nurses, the American Medical Association, National


https://www.apa.org/topics/lgbtq/orientation
https://irct.org/uploads/media/(IRCT_version)_Statement_on_Conversion_Therapy.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-4928.pdf

Association for Children’s Behavioral Health, and more organizations do not believe that an
empirically-proven harmful therapy should be apart of their treatment toolkit. Ashley 18

If this bill was actually backed by facts with the intention of helping youth, it would understand
that conversion therapy is a) incredibly harmful, b) ineffective, and c) should not be legalized.

Passing this bill would be unimaginably harmful to New Hampshire Youth. Minors would be at
risk of undergoing traumatic therapy that decimates their mental health and isolates them from
their peers. The International Foreign Expert Group 2020 confirms that PTSD, chronic stress,
and negative health consequences are common symptoms of undergoing such treatment. Those
who have experienced conversion therapy have a sharp increase in suicidal and depressive

tendencies.

As a member of the queer community myself, I am appalled that such a notion is even being
entertained. I should not have to worry that my doctors, medical professionals who I should be
able trust, could put myself or other queer youth through electroconvulsive shock therapy,
corrective violence, invalid medication, or psychotherapy. According to a recent report by the
Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law, an estimated 20,000 LGBTQ minors in states
without bans will be subjected to conversion therapy by a licensed healthcare professional if state
officials fail to act. Do not let New Hampshire join those ranks. Human Rights Campaign

Conversion therapy does not align with the fundamental ethical principles and duties of health
professionals. It would prove devastating to our State. It is a pseudoscience that promotes a
system of repression against patients on the basis of their sexuality or gender identity.

For the sake of protecting New Hampshire youth and upholding scientific research, you have to
vote HB1077 Inexpedient To Legislative.

Sincerely,
Loreley Godfrey

Portsmouth, NH
loreleyg@gmail.com


https://medium.com/@florence.ashley/list-of-professional-organisations-opposing-conversion-or-reparative-therapy-targeting-transgender-f700b4e02c4e
https://irct.org/uploads/media/(IRCT_version)_Statement_on_Conversion_Therapy.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Conversion-Therapy-LGBT-Youth-Jan-2018.pdf
https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-lies-and-dangers-of-reparative-therapy

Corina Ryan
383 Dorchester Rd
Lyme, NH 03768

February 14, 2022
RE: HB1077

Dear Chairperson and other members of the committee,

My name is Corina Ryan, | am currently a graduate student at New England College. | am writing
to proclaim my opposition of HB1077. This bill seeks to repeal the ban on conversion therapy in
New Hampshire. Current research shows that conversion therapy is a dangerous practice that is
potentially harmful for clients. Furthermore, this form of therapy has a low success rate at
changing anyone’s sexuality and instead does harm to clients.

In 2007 the American Psychological Association (APA), created a task force to explore
the effects of conversion therapy. The APA found that conversion therapy was unlikely to be
successful in changing the client’s sexual orientation and furthermore was likely to cause harm
to the client (American Psychological Association , 2009). Instead, the APA reports that the best
response is one of acceptance, support, and understanding by therapists and the community
(American Psychological Association , 2009).

While the APA and other research entities have shown the poor success rate with
conversion therapy, it has also proclaimed the harm that can occur. A report from Williams
Institute School of Law at UCLA showed that those who experienced conversion therapy were
twice as likely to kill themselves (Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law , 2020). In fact, those
who received conversion therapy were 92% more likely to commit suicide in their lifetime as
well as being 75% more likely of planning to attempt suicide (Williams Institute at UCLA School
of Law, 2020). This shows that this therapy does harm as a result is not one that is supported
by the AMHCA or the NHMHCA.

| hope that you consider that repealing this bill will have great ramifications for many of
your constituents as well as citizens across the state.

Respectfully submitted,

Corina Ryan
Graduate Student
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Archived: Friday, February 25, 2022 8:33:13 AM
From: Lynn Stanley

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 8:22:55 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Cc: John DelJoie

Subject: HB 1077 - Update from NASW NH
Importance: Normal

Chairman Pearons and Members of the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee,

It has come to my attention that some have given testimony that the conversion therapy banis
confusing and preventing clinicians from taking on adolescent clients. Whileit isdifficult to
disprove a negative, | have never heard this from our social workers.

| hear from social workers every day. | hear about insurance companies not paying them fair
rates, that they have more people asking for services that they can provide, that child care issues
have serioudy curtailed their ability to see clients, interstate telehealth woes, ethical dilemmas
and a host of other issues. | have never heard from a social worker confused about the
conversion therapy ban.

I would contend that any clinician doing their due diligence would research a practice they were
concerned about. Thereisalitany of research decrying the perverse, harmful, unethical, and
brain-washing practice of conversion therapy.

I would be very happy to speak to the Committee or answer any questions you may have.

Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Stanley

Lynn Stanley, LICSW

National Association of Social Workers
Executive Director - New Hampshire Chapter
Executive Director - Vermont Chapter
Interim Executive Director - Maine Chapter
(c) 603.496.0994

she/her

We are committed to providing information and resources to help all social workersin their
professional lives. We are able to do this because of NASW Members - membership duesare a
major part of our Chapter's budget. If you are not a member, please consider becoming one
today. When you become a member of NASW, you automatically become a member of your
Chapter and help support our work.


mailto:lynncstanley@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:jdejoie@karnerbluestrategies.com




Archived: Monday, February 7, 2022 2:58:51 PM
From: Sydney Bellimer

Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 1:55:15 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

To the NH Committee of Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs:

My name is Sydney Bellimer, I am a resident of Plymouth, NH and I am currently a
graduate student at Plymouth State University studying School Counseling. I am writing
to you today regarding HB 1077. If passed, this bill would repeal New Hampshire's
prohibition of conversion therapy for minors.

For decades there has been an overwhelming amount of research that not only
demonstrates conversion therapy's ineffectiveness but also confirming the significant
harm that it has on individuals, particularly minors. Every major medical and mental
health organization in the United States has issued a statement condemning the practice
of conversion therapy for a reason. Minors are especially vulnerable to negative
effects of conversion therapy, including depression, anxiety, substance
abuse, homelessness, and suicidal behaviors.

You cannot change a person's sexual orientation or gender identity/expression, they are
not things you get to choose. Forcing youth to reject themselves to fit into someone else's
standards only puts them at a higher risk of mental health disorders and risky behaviors.
It also will continue to push youth out of New Hampshire as our youth population
continues to dwindle. The LGBTQ+ youth of New Hampshire have the right to be
accepted as they are and protected against practices that have been proven time and
again to be ineffective and harmful to their wellbeing.

As an LGBTQ+ person, a mental health advocate, a counseling graduate student, and a
lifelong resident of New Hampshire, I urge you to vote NO on HB 1077.

Thank you for your time. Sincerely,

Sydney

Sydney Bellimer

Grant Assistant, PSU

BS Psychology '20, MEd School Counseling Student
srbellimer@plymouth.edu | sbellimer@gmail.com

"Your focus determines your reality.” - Qui Gon Jinn


mailto:srbellimer@plymouth.edu
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:22:50 AM
From: Robert Love

Sent: Saturday, February 5, 2022 11:34:19 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077 must never pass!

Importance: Normal

Do not pass HB1077.

K eep the prohibition on gay conversion in place. Do not allow this hateful bill to pass.

Do not allow brainwashing children for profit. That'sall thisis about, money. Why does D.
Testerman careif children can grow up free to make their own decisions? He was afforded that
right. Let everyone enjoy that same freedom, and decide for themselves.

Dave Testerman should be ashamed of himself to sponsor this regressive bill. Heisastain on the
good name and free people of New Hampshire.


mailto:bobbylovedesigns@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

February 14, 2022

Re: HB 1077- repeaing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Committee,

On behalf of the National Association of Socia Workers New Hampshire Chapter, | am writing
to express our strong opposition to HB 1077.

Conversion therapy has been discredited and highly criticized by all magjor medical, psychiatric,
psychological and professional mental health organizations, including the National Association
of Social Workers. Data demonstrates that conversion therapy negatively impacts the mental
health and self-esteem of the individual.

NASW NH strongly asserts its stance against therapies and treatments designed to change sexual
orientation or gender identity and against referring clientsto practitioners or programs that claim
to do so. The practice is unsubstantiated, harmful, and unethical.

Repealing this ban would needlessly put our youth at risk of psychological chicanery,
discrimination, and prejudice.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opposition.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Stanley, LICSW
Executive Director

NASW NH
exec.naswnh@sociaworkers.org
603.496.0994



Archived: Thursday, February 17, 2022 9:34:02 AM
From: Connor Mack

Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 8:57:13 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Dear Representative’s in the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs,

My name is Connor Mack, a lobbyist with the New Hampshire Youth Movement. As a resident
of Dover, New Hampshire, I am writing to you to convey my approval of House Bill 1077
regarding the act relative repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.

As a young member of the queer community, seeing that there is any discourse around
repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors disheartens me. This bill has
protected the rights of many children within New Hampshire, and it must stay in place in
order to continue to do so. Conversion therapy is an extremely harmful, inhumane practice.
According to the UCLA school of Law, LGBTQIA+ people who are forced to undergo
conversion therapy are twice as likely to think about committing suicide compared to their
peers who have not had to go through conversion therapy. Nothing about this practice is in
the best interest of children, it's in the best interest of those who think they know what is
best for a body and mind that is not their own.

Thank you again for considering this letter, and please consider voting against HB 1077
when you have the opportunity to vote on the bill.

Sincerely,
Connor Mack
87 Portland Ave

Dover, NH
03820


mailto:connor.mack1021@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 10:32:28 AM
From: Nicole Nover

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 12:16:04 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Opposed to Bill 1077

Importance: Normal

Conversion therapy is an unethical and potentially harmful practice. In line with the AMHCA,
ACA, APA, NASW and AAMFT among others, | do not support the repeal of the ban on
conversion therapy. As a member of the LGBTQ+ community, | am upset that my rightsas a
member of that community are threatened. | strongly oppose this hill.

Nicole Nover


mailto:nicolemnover@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

Archived: Friday, February 18, 2022 8:23:25 AM
From: Loreley Godfrey

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 6:47:11 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Statement Against HB1077

Importance: Normal

Attachments:

Statement Against HB1077 Loreley Godfrey.pdff

Good evening, HHSEA Committee,

My nameis Loreley Godfrey. I'm 17 years old from Portsmouth. | have attached my testimony in
opposition to HB1077 below.

https://docs.qgoogle.com/document/d/1vObHWAT g6AudnSyN31kOti TLigal yO2fohlBNJ2COl /edit?
usp=sharing

Please let me know if | can answer any questions.
Regards,

Loreley Godfrey


mailto:loreleyg@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us

February 11th, 2022
Rep. Mark Pearson
House Committee on Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs, LOB Room 205
33 North State St.
Concord, NH 03301
RE: HB1077

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Committee,

My name is Loreley Godfrey, and I’'m 17 years old from Portsmouth. I stand in strong opposition
to HB1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.

This bill wrongfully makes the assumption that conversion therapy is a necessary medical
treatment.

The American Psychological Association supports that same-gender sexual orientation and

varying gender identity or expression are a normal part of humanity. They do not constitute a
mental disorder. It is extremely harmful, homophobic, and unethical to propose a bill based on
the assumption that one’s sexuality needs to be changed.

If this bill operated under leading medical or scientific research, it would be recognized that there
is no need for the inclusion of such therapy when the disorder it is meant to treat simply does not
exist.

Upon direct communication with the sponsor of this bill, Rep. Wuelper made a couple erroneous
claims.

Firstly, he argued that conversion therapy hasn’t yet been proven to be effective or harmful, so
subsequently there shouldn’t be any negative impact if this bill passes. This is incorrect. There is
no evidence in any capacity proving that it is effective, and any treatment or practices that
purport to change an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity lack any foundation in
science and medicine. International Foreign Expert Group 2020 The American Psychiatric
Association confirms that conversion therapy is often coercive, harmful, and should not
constitute any behavioral health treatment. SAMHSA

Secondly, Rep. Wuelper further argued that it is important to give healthcare providers maximum
freedom in determining treatment. However, healthcare providers themselves don’t want this
therapy. The American Academy of Nurses, the American Medical Association, National



https://www.apa.org/topics/lgbtq/orientation

https://irct.org/uploads/media/(IRCT_version)_Statement_on_Conversion_Therapy.pdf

https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-4928.pdf



Association for Children’s Behavioral Health, and more organizations do not believe that an
empirically-proven harmful therapy should be apart of their treatment toolkit. Ashley 18

If this bill was actually backed by facts with the intention of helping youth, it would understand
that conversion therapy is a) incredibly harmful, b) ineffective, and c) should not be legalized.

Passing this bill would be unimaginably harmful to New Hampshire Youth. Minors would be at
risk of undergoing traumatic therapy that decimates their mental health and isolates them from
their peers. The International Foreign Expert Group 2020 confirms that PTSD, chronic stress,
and negative health consequences are common symptoms of undergoing such treatment. Those
who have experienced conversion therapy have a sharp increase in suicidal and depressive

tendencies.

As a member of the queer community myself, I am appalled that such a notion is even being
entertained. I should not have to worry that my doctors, medical professionals who I should be
able trust, could put myself or other queer youth through electroconvulsive shock therapy,
corrective violence, invalid medication, or psychotherapy. According to a recent report by the
Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law, an estimated 20,000 LGBTQ minors in states
without bans will be subjected to conversion therapy by a licensed healthcare professional if state
officials fail to act. Do not let New Hampshire join those ranks. Human Rights Campaign

Conversion therapy does not align with the fundamental ethical principles and duties of health
professionals. It would prove devastating to our State. It is a pseudoscience that promotes a
system of repression against patients on the basis of their sexuality or gender identity.

For the sake of protecting New Hampshire youth and upholding scientific research, you have to
vote HB1077 Inexpedient To Legislative.

Sincerely,
Loreley Godfrey

Portsmouth, NH
loreleyg@gmail.com



https://medium.com/@florence.ashley/list-of-professional-organisations-opposing-conversion-or-reparative-therapy-targeting-transgender-f700b4e02c4e

https://irct.org/uploads/media/(IRCT_version)_Statement_on_Conversion_Therapy.pdf

https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Conversion-Therapy-LGBT-Youth-Jan-2018.pdf

https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-lies-and-dangers-of-reparative-therapy




Archived: Friday, February 18, 2022 8:23:25 AM
From: JB Brackett

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 6:45:27 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Testimony for HB 1077

Importance: Normal

February 17, 2022
Rep. Mark Pearson
House Committee on Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs
L OB Room 205
33 North State St.
Concord, NH 03301

Dear Chairman Peterson and Members of the Committee,

My name is JB Brackett. | am a 26-year-old who grew up in the state of New
Hampshire. | am also a part of the LGBTQ+ community. | am writing to request that
you oppose HB 1077, the bill that would end the prohibition on conversion therapy for
minors.

Conversion therapy is a dated and discredited practice. It has been for along time. You
cannot change a person’s sexuality. Y ou cannot stop a person from being transgender.
Those of usin the LGBTQ+ community have been and will be a part of it for our entire
lives.

Conversion therapy harms LGBTQ+ people, specifically minors, who are still growing
and learning about themselves. There is significant evidence of this fact. As such,
every major medical and mental health organization in the United States have
condemned the use of conversion therapy. Even Dr. L. Spitzer, a psychiatrist who
released a[flawed] study on conversion therapy, has denounced the study and
apologized for endorsing the practice.

A report by the Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law found that people who have
undergone conversion therapy are almost twice as likely to think about and attempt
suicide. Data from the organization The Trevor Project, a crisis support organization
dedicated to supporting transgender and LGBTQ+ youth, found that almost 50% of
youth exposed to conversion therapy attempted suicide. This same study found that
57% of transgender and nonbinary youth who have undergone conversion therapy
attempted suicide in the last year.

The facts prove it. Conversion therapy is a dangerous practice. It only harms those
exposed to it, significantly, at that. Please oppose this bill, and save New Hampshire's
youth.
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Sincerely,
JB Brackett



Archived: Friday, February 18, 2022 8:23:25 AM

From: Dow Drukker

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 8:44:24 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Subject: Testimony in Opposition of HB 1077 - Member of the Public
Importance: Normal

Dear Chairman and Members of the Committee,

My name is Dow Drukker and | live in Nottingham, and as a member of the public and
lifelong resident of New Hampshire, | urge this committee to oppose HB 1077. The proposed hill
Isan example of the priority political performativity has in government over the well-being of
constituents. Not only isthe bill aclear and abhorrent violation of human rights, but it clearly
indicates the partisan theatrics that takes precedence over the safety of New Hampshire residents.
Dissecting the merits of thislegislation isirrelevant, asthisis not a question of efficacy, but
morality. Thisis aquestion of whether or not New Hampshire wants to be a state that endorses
physical, emotional, and psychological torture for the purposes of advancing extremist religious
and political goals. This bill represents an obvious infringement on the civil liberties bestowed
upon each resident in this state. It is not the role of the government to impose value judgment on
an individual’ s personal autonomy. It isessential that this committee oppose this legislation and
preserve the human and civil rights of Granite Staters.

Thank you,
Dow

Dow Drukker
He/Him/His
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Archived: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 10:32:27 AM

From: Ann Marie Banfield

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 9:20:47 PM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Subject: Follow Testimony on HB1077 (including testimony from mother who wants to remain
anonymous)

Importance: Normal

My nameis Ann Marie Banfield and | am a parental rights advocate in New
Hampshire with afocus on academic excellence in education. Today | come herein
support of HB1077. HB1077 would repeal the conversion therapy ban in New
Hampshire.

Let mefirst start out by saying, what we' ve al seen portrayed on TV by some religious
sects aimed at children, is shocking and abusive treatment. In no way do | want there to
be any confusion that this kind of behavior is acceptable. However, as a parental rights
advocate, | want to be very careful that we never limit good therapy options for their
children who need it.

| hear from parents who have come in conflict with their school counselors on how
best to help their children. These are loving and caring parents who have seen deep
rooted issues that they want to address through therapy. These are not parents who
would agree to what has been reported in the news. | will only support parents who are
loving and supportive of their children no matter where that leads them.

I”’m going to start by reading a 1-page testimony from a parent who came to me
because of what was happening to her daughter in their school district. Because thisis
current and because the mother is ateacher in another school district, we agreed that
her testimony should be read by me so that she can remain anonymous. (PLEASE SEE
BELOW)

| also had another parent reach out to me afew years ago based on what was happening
with her daughter and how school counselors were handling the situation.

In this case, the parents had adopted a brother and sister at ayoung age. The NH
mother knew that her adopted children were traumatized by sexual abuse at avery

young age.

When her daughter began puberty, she also began dressing as a boy. There was
speculation that the girl believed that by dressing as a boy, she would appear less
attractive to males. It was the malesin her life, who sexually abused and traumatized
her. It wasn't surprising that she was acting out this way.

School counselors wanted to label her, and treat this girl according to their will, but the
mother wanted intensive therapy that would address her sexual abuse and trauma.
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| tell you these two stories for areason. In both cases, there were underlying issues
causing their daughtersto act out in acertain way. They had underlying issues that
only agood therapist could uncover. With help from the therapists, they had hope that
they would be able to help their daughters.

These are parents that would love, accept and value their daughtersif they were part of
the LGBT community. But they were aso parents who knew that if they ignored the
underlying conditions, things can get worse for them. They knew that in order to get
help for their daughters, they had to seek out the best available help from atherapist.

That brings me to the Conversion Therapy Ban. My concern has aways been, are we
going to handcuff good therapists with thislaw? Are we going to limit the choices for
these parents? These are parents who want no part of the abusive approach used by
religious sects, they wanted to make sure that whoever they used, had the ability to
practice in away that could best help their children.

It's clear that prior to this law the licensing board could address abusive or coercive
therapists. Maybe that’ s why we know of no cases like thisin New Hampshire. We
also know that this law is denying good quality care to children. For these reasons, |
urge you to vote OTP on HB1077.

Ann Marie Banfield
North Hampton, NH

ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY by a NH Mother who wants to remain anonymous. Her
story:

| am writing today in regards to banning the conversion therapy law. | would
like to remain anonymous as | have a preteen child going through some
concerning issues. | would like to share my story so others may understand
that | do not condone conversion therapy as seen on television but to allow
therapist to broaden their approach when treating patients. | will use the
pronoun they/them to protect my child and not because they go by this
pronoun,

| have a child that is going through a pivotal time in their life. | recently learned
that my child was in a very dark space and needed help. | knew | needed to
get **** some type of therapy that would help **** navigate their anxiety,
stress, coping skills and just life in general. | also realized that my child was
trying to figure out if they belonged to the LGBTQ community. As parents, we
have always tried to make sure that our children knew that we will support and
love them no matter who they are. We want to raise good kids that are happy
and healthy in whatever lifestyle they choose. My child began therapy with



someone who primarily focused on sexuality instead of the other areas.
Within just a few sessions, my child went from confused to convinced that they
were transgender. Since my child has never given the impression that they
would want to be a different gender, this left me more confused. After
speaking more to my child about this, we discovered together that they really
wasn't transgender. | asked my child’s therapist to work on my child’s anxiety,
stress, and coping skills rather than focus on sexuality. | was told that
wouldn’t work and that their sexuality was all part of this. | began researching
other therapists and basically heard the same thing. | feel as though there are
other reasons behind my child’s anxiety and self-harming and it wasn’t about
their sexuality. Thankfully | did find one therapist that would focus on the
issues that | am concerned about however, it wasn't easy to find this person.
Apparently, the way | see it, it is common practice to convince children that
since a child is confused and questioning their sexuality then they must be
LGBTQ. This is what | learned through my research. If my child works
through the issues | see are important and then uncovers that they are part of
the LGBTQ community, they know they are supported 100%. | feel that it
should be figured out naturally rather than being told they must be if they are
confused.

Parents need options. Mental health practitioners are limited on what they can
practice. This should NOT be the case. Therapy should be individualized and
treated accordingly. When a child is confused about who they are as a person
and throwing labels on themselves is detrimental to their well-being. They are
now being convinced that they are what they think they are because therapists
are limited on their approach. This can create more harm than good. Please
consider removing this law so children in particular can receive a more
comprehensive and individualized approach in therapy. Just because a child is
saying they are gay, isn’t necessarily true if there are underlying things going
on with the child. | just want my child to be happy and healthy both physically
and mentally. | want them to learn their own truth about who they are by
exploring other avenues and not being committed to the LGBTQ community if
she truly isn’t. We love our child very much and would like the opportunity to
explore all therapies that are available. Parents need choices because therapy
IS not one size fits all.



Archived: Thursday, February 17, 2022 9:34:03 AM
From: David Schvaneveldt

Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 11:02:58 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: H.B. 1077 Public Hearing

Importance: Normal

Attachments:

HB 1077 Testimony (pro HB 1077).pdff

Good morning,

| am sending this email at the request of Beth Folsom in order to provide you with a written copy of my
testimony from yesterday’s hearing. Unfortunately, | did not have enough time to elaborate on all of my
points. Attached is a pdf version of my statement. | have made minor revisions and clarifications to the
statement since yesterday, but | have not altered anything substantial, nor anything that | had already
stated during my testimony at yesterday’s hearing. | sincerely appreciate your time and consideration in
this matter.

Best regards,
David Schvaneveldt

Juris Doctorate Candidate 2023
University of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law
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Good afternoon, my name is David Schvaneveldt. | am a law student here at UNH
Franklin Pierce School of Law. I have read H.B. 1077 as well as RSA 332-L, and |
hope you will consider my statement in support of H.B. 1077.

In my opinion, House Bill 1077 should pass for 3 primary reasons: 1) New
Hampshire’s conversion ban prevents willing participants from exercising their
constitutionally recognized rights of conscience; 2) New Hampshire’s conversion
therapy bans, as currently defined, can negatively impact children, particularly
children diagnosed with gender dysphoria; and 3) when the state takes away
choices from doctors and professionals, parents lose as well.

First, conversion bans restrict willing participants from exercising their
unalienable, constitutionally recognized rights of conscience. Advocates
describe conversion therapy as a discredited practice linked to physical abuse, drug
use, and suicide, and they often point to politicized statements from medical
associations and activist groups to support these claims. Although it is possible to
find instances of physical abuse and otherwise clearly harmful practices, which can
and should be prosecuted under existing law, the conversion therapy ban as it is
currently advocated for, is not targeted at particular practices but instead at
particular values. Advocates for so called conversion therapy bans impose legal
restrictions because they disagree with particular views about human sexuality and
biology held by certain professionals.

New Hampshire’s Constitution recognizes a person’s inalienable rights to one’s
conscience. RSA 332-L prohibits those who wish to seek treatment aligning with
their beliefs and desires concerning sexuality. No one is in favor of allowing any
kind of abuse to masquerade as “therapy,” but counseling bans are the wrong tool
for addressing actual cases of abuse. Silencing speech only limits the options of
people who wish to live consistent with what they believe about sexuality.
Depending on the extent to which New Hampshire's current conversion therapy
ban is enforced, a paid counselor would be banned from helping a young woman
experiencing unwanted attraction to a close female friend, or from helping a youth
experiencing gender confusion, but who has expressed a desire to eventually marry
and have a traditional family; and a bookstore may not advertise or sell certain
books helping people who wish to live consistently with their biological sex. We
should take into account the legitimate needs of those who wish to pursue therapy
that supports their lifestyle choices, even if they don’t conform to the latest cultural
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trends. Only then will our public policy simultaneously protect and respect the
freedom of everyone.

Second, Conversion Therapy Bans have a negative impact on children,
particularly children experiencing ‘gender dysphoria.” Exploring the
underlying causes of a child’s discomfort with his or her biological sex or
providing body-affirming counseling is not a “discredited” or “abusive” practice.
When treating minors, many medical professionals and parents prefer to try to help
them accept their bodies rather than medically alter them. This stands in contrast to
the approach recommended by many LGBT activists, which mandates immediate
and unquestioning affirmation of a child’s stated gender identity. This affirmation
of a child’s stated gender identity can include a social transition, consisting of a
new wardrobe, name, and pronouns, and eventually a medical transition via
puberty blockers at age 9; cross-sex hormones at 14; and sex-reassignment surgery
at 18.

There is strong evidence for the effectiveness of a “watchful waiting” approach to
treating gender dysphoria in minors, allowing children time and space to come to
terms with their biological sex rather than pursuing aggressive, permanent
interventions. Research shows that 80%-95% of children who experience gender
dysphoria but do not transition socially will see their distress resolve on its own
over time. This finding is alarming when we contrast it with a finding that those
placed on the path of social transition proceed to undergo medical transition in
almost all cases. These medical transitions can permanently sterilize children well
before they are old enough to understand the lifelong implications, and they lack
solid medical or scientific support. Opponents of H.B. 1077 would, to great effect,
prevent the watchful waiting approach and classify anything other than unreserved
affirmation as an unlawful attempt to “change gender identity.”

Lastly, when the State takes away choices from doctors, parents lose as well.
In some states, for example, parents have lost custody of a child in part because
they wanted to pursue counseling rather than immediate hormone treatments for
their child’s sudden gender dysphoria. Such examples send a powerful message to
parents concerned for their children. Loving parents should not fear similar trends
by the New Hampshire government, which would prevent them from receiving a
full range of competent and appropriate care for their children. When children are
harmed due to an ideologically driven conversion therapy ban, which often results
in irreversible surgeries and hormone treatments, the side-effects of which are by





no means ‘settled science,’ parents are harmed as well. By allowing RSA 332-L to
remain, many parents will rightly feel uneasy about bringing a child who has
expressed gender confusion to a professional practice—where their child will,
because of the current law, most certainly be carried down a path where the
potential underlying causes of the child's discomfort cannot be questioned or
investigated, which often involves irreversible, life-altering gender affirmation
treatments, and where only a partial picture of sexuality can be lawfully considered
and discussed. When the State takes away choices from doctors, parents lose as
well, including a loss of confidence in NH's system that their child can be treated
accurately, with his best interests in mind.

Again, please pass H.B. 1077. | thank you for your time.






Archived: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 10:32:27 AM
From: August O'Brien

Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 1:57:48 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077 regarding conversion therapy
Importance: Normal

Dear Representatives,

I'm writing to you regarding a bill you will be voting on soon. This bill is
known as HB 1077. This bill would repeal a law prohibiting
conversion therapy on minors. As the law currently states, a minor would be
able to legally access conversion therapy if they consent to conversion therapy.

I am very concerned that if this bill is to pass LBGT+ youth may be forced to
attend conversion therapy by their parents. Many LGBT+ children face
rejection from peers, authority (such as teachers), and often even family. I fear
that if this law passes many unaccepting parents will send their children to
conversion therapy which is detrimental to a child's mental health.

In 2021, an estimated 19% of LGBT+ children ages 13-18 in the U.S.
attempted suicide, according to thetrevorproject.org. Most LGBT+ children
who commit suicide do so due to the previously stated rejection. If these
children are forced to face further abuse and rejection of who they are then,
even with counseling, the percentage will rise. This would lead to the untimely
death of more children.

I believe that therapy should be a place in which people can openly talk
about their feelings, and get the help they need; not fear rejection.

Therapy should exist to improve mental health, not the opposite. Beyond this,
conversion therapy has been shown to be ineffective. Rather than "turn
straight", or "become cis" it encourages LGBT+ individuals to reject themselves
and become closeted at best, and lead to suicide at worst.

-Thank you very much for your time reading this,
Mr. August O'Brien
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Archived: Monday, February 14, 2022 12:18:37 PM
From: Russell Payne

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 11:53:38 AM

To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 1077

Importance: Normal

Dear Members of Health & Human Service Committee:

This Tuesday HB 1077 that simply reverses the current law which prevents minors
experiencing unwanted same sex attraction and / or gender dysphoriafrom getting
help with the Freedom of Choice . Thislaw infringes on religious liberty and the
judgment of therapist. Government that has the power to make such adecisionisa
dangerous course of action that reflects the wisdom of the enemies of liberty that
China, Russia, North Vietnam and all totalitarian nation around the world represent.
The “nanny state” must be prevented from destroying the future of our children . Vote
OTPon HB 1077.

Sincerely & Respectfully

Russ Payne
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How to Talk About Sexual Orientation Change Efforts in Social Work Education

Prepared by the following subcommittee members of the Council on Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity and Expression (CSOGIE): Peggy Pittman-Munke (Murray State University),
Jayleen Galarza (Shippensburg University), George Jacinto (University of Central Florida),
Edward J. Alessi (Rutgers University), and Shelley L. Craig (University of Toronto).

This document was designed to help social work educators talk about issues related to
sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE), commonly referred to as
conversion/reparative therapy. For in-depth discussion of these topics, please refer to
the accompanying document, Bibliography on Issues Related to Sexual Orientation
Change Efforts.

What are sexual orientation change efforts?

According to the National Association of Social Workers (2015): “the term sexual
orientation change efforts (or SOCE) include any practice seeking to change a
person’s sexual orientation, including, but not limited to, efforts to change
behaviors, gender identity, or gender expressions, or to reduce or eliminate
sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward a person of the same gender.”

For more information: National Association of Social Workers. (2015). Sexual
orientation change efforts (SOCE) and conversion therapy with lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals, and transgender persons. Retrieved from
http://www.socialworkers.org/diversity/new/documents/hria_pro_ 18315 _soce_jun

e 2015.pdf

What terms do | need to understand when talking about sexual orientation
change efforts?

Definitions are available at: National Association of Social Workers (2015).
Sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE) and conversion therapy with lesbians,
gay men, bisexuals, and transgender persons. Retrieved from
http://www.socialworkers.org/diversity/new/documents/hria_pro_ 18315 soce_jun

e 2015.pdf

What are some of the modalities that are sometimes used to “change” a person’s
sexual orientation or gender identity?

Historically, SOCE encompassed a range of approaches, all based on a
pathologizing view of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning
(LGBTQ) identities. Therapies to change sexual orientation or gender identity
have included pharmacological methods (medication), surgical interventions, and
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behavioral (cognitive) and psychoanalytic therapies intended to change sexual
orientation (APA, 2009). Aversive therapeutic techniques such as delivering
electric shocks during arousal to same-sex scenarios (electroshock therapy),
requiring clients to perform acts that cause shame in front of groups (shame
aversion), and applying covert sensitization (using imagery to imagine negative
consequences associated with LGBTQ feelings or behavior) were also used
(APA, 2009). In recent years, educational techniques such as teaching
heterosexual dating skills have also been more frequently utilized in SOCE
efforts (APA, 2009).

Why should social work students be educated about conversion therapy?

1. Conversion therapy is harmful:
0 These therapies have been shown to contribute to psychological harm
to LGBTQ people and their families (APA, 2009).

2. Conversion therapy is opposed by national organizations:

o Conversion therapy is opposed by a number of professional and
educational organizations, including the Council on Social Work
Education, National Association of Social Workers, American
Psychological Association, American Counseling Association, and the
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT, 2009; ACA,
2013; APA, 2009; CSWE, 2016; NASW, 2000, 2015).

o0 The American Association of Christian Counselors (2014) eliminated
the promotion of conversion therapy in its revised 2014 Code of Ethics.

3. Conversion therapies are incompatible with the Educational Policy of the
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) on which its Accreditation
Standards are based:

0 These therapies violate the Educational Policy on which the
Accreditation Standards are based, since they do not promote social
justice or respect for diversity and difference (CSWE, 2015, 2016).

4. Conversion therapy is based on the results of misleading studies:
o0 For example, in 2012 Robert Spitzer formally retracted his 2001 study
that claimed gay men and women could switch their sexual orientation
(Anastas, 2013).

5. Conversion therapy is against the law in several states:
o In April 2015, President Obama denounced the use of conversion
therapies and strongly encouraged the enactment of state laws that
ban the use of conversion therapies for minors (Jarrett, 2015).
o Practicing conversion therapy with minors is banned in a number of
states, including California; New Jersey; New York; and Washington,



DC. Such legislation states that claims of changing sexual orientation
or gender identity via reparative therapy are fraudulent.

6. Conversion therapy is a violation of best practice:

0 Teaching and practice of conversion therapy is considered a violation
of best practice in social work (NASW, 2015).

7. A key organization that promoted conversion therapy recently closed:

0 Exodus International, the “oldest and largest Christian ministry dealing
with faith and homosexuality,” announced in 2013 that the organization
would close its doors after 37 years. In an open letter to the LGBT
community, the president of Exodus International apologized for “the
pain and hurt” experienced by many individuals and also for the
promotion of “sexual orientation change efforts and reparative theories
about sexual orientation that stigmatized parents” (Payne, 2013).

8. Government agencies have taken a stand against conversion therapy:

0 The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) published its report, Ending conversion therapy: Supporting
and affirming LGBTQ youth (2015). The report was designed to
provide mental health professionals as well as children and families
with accurate information about effective and ineffective therapeutic
practices related to sexual orientation and gender identity.

What should | do if one of my clients wants to change his/her sexual orientation
or gender identity?

Clients may exhibit distress about their gender or sexual identity and state
a desire to change these identities. Social workers recognize that LGBTQ
individuals continue to experience stigma, discrimination, and violence in
contemporary society, which may contribute to client fears about
identifying as LGBTQ. To minimize such distress, practitioners should use
affirmative approaches and seek to gently explore those fears while
providing education about LGBTQ experiences (Anastas, 2013).
Affirmative care asserts that LGBTQ identities are a normal variant of
development, and validates those identities, while recognizing the impact
of discrimination such as homophobia and transphobia on the lives of
LGBTQ individuals (Craig, Austin, & Alessi, 2013).

An American Psychological Association (2009) task force found that
“client-centered, multicultural, evidence-based approaches that provide (a)
acceptance and support (b) assessment, (c) active coping to manage
“discrimination and stress, (d) developing social support, and (e) identity
exploration and development” are the most effective approaches to
working with clients desiring such changes (p. 4). Such strategies may
include a referral to affirmative clergy, particularly when the desire to
change is based on religious beliefs.
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How should | prepare myself to teach affirmatively about sexual orientation and
gender identity?

o Remember that social work education should be guided by scientific

research and social work ethics, not personal beliefs (Reamer, 2014).

Read research on affirmative practice.

Attend workshops on LGBTQ populations at professional meetings.

o Develop an understanding of personal attitudes toward LGBTQ
individuals.

0 Acquire broad-based knowledge about sexual and gender identity
development across the life cycle.

o Obtain a high degree of comfort and skill in responding to student

guestions about sexual orientation and gender identity.

Learn about affirmative community services and programs.

o Ally with organizations and campus groups that support LGBTQ
individuals and communities.

o O

(@)

How do | teach students to practice with the LGBTQ population?

o Discuss how the NASW Code of Ethics applies specifically to LGBTQ
populations.

0 Help students to understand the importance of separating personal beliefs
from professional responsibilities as a social worker (Reamer, 2014).

0 Remind students to use approaches that affirm and celebrate LGBT
identities.

o Encourage students to explore client discomfort with their sexual
orientation or gender identity using affirmative approaches.

0 Remind students that since SOCE have been found to be harmful and
unethical, it is clinically risky to provide such treatment.

0 Instruct students to seek supervision for improving their affirmative
practice skills.

o Ensure that social service agencies, community mental health centers,
and health-care facilities provide affirmative environments for LGBTQ
persons.
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Testimony in Support of HB 1077
Samuel Safford

Pelham, NH

February 15, 2022

Dear Committee Members,

| am asking you to support HB 1077 to repeal the prohibition on conversion therapy for
minors.

[, myself, several years ago struggled with my sexuality and gender. | have Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy and use a power wheelchair. My disability made it difficult for me
to fit in during High School.

| began having same sex attraction and browsing gay dating apps. Men, old enough to
be my father, were texting me nude photos of their genitalia. | started going down a
dangerous path. | was confused about my gender and believed | was non-binary,
neither man nor woman. This confusion caused me to abuse alcohol and marijuana
and | had to be hospitalized.

| was seeing a Christian counselor during this time and rather than helping me align my
sexuality with my sincerely held faith perspective, which was my own therapeutic goal,

he continued to lead me down a path that left me in further confusion about my gender
and sexuality.

After this, | was diagnosed with and treated for Bartonella, a bacterial brain infection
caused by a tick-bite, and as the treatment started to clear my brain inflammation, |
realized that | was neither gay, transgender nor non-binary.

| believe that a ripple effect has occurred because of this law — impacting not only
minors, but even young adults like me seeking help. | believe my counselor has been
conditioned to deny clients like me from seeking my therapeutic goals of aligning my
sexuality with my sincerely held religious beliefs. If he had not denied me this right, my
family and | would have been spared monthsof confusion and despair. It pains me to
think the same could happen to a minor — not much younger than me.

For these reasons, | ask you to support HB 1077 and lift RSA 332-L’s unconstitutional
intrusion into the privileged speech of counselor and the therapeutic goals of a client.

Sam Safford, age 24
Pelham, NH



Feb 10, 2022
To the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee,

My name is Emily Whalen and | am a resident of Madbury, NH, and | am one of your
constituents. | am vehemently opposed to HB 1077 and any bill that would overturn New
Hampshire’s current ban on conversion therapy. Conversion therapy is an incredibly oppressive
and discriminatory practice rooted in anti-queer and anti-trans sentiment, and heterosexism
and cissexism. Conversion therapy is opposed by various U.S. institutional authorities, including
the World Health Organization, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the American Psychological Association, the American
Psychiatric Association, the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapists, and the
National Association of Social Workers, among others. Beyond arguments around its oppressive
nature, there is no evidence that conversion therapy is even effective. Instead, conversion
therapy functions to increase depression and suicidal ideation in already vulnerable LGBTQ+
populations. These mental health challenges experienced by the LGBTQ+ community are a
direct result of social factors of discrimination and oppression that the LGBTQ+ community
experiences in the U.S., including practices such as conversion therapy. | urge you to oppose HB
1077 and protect New Hampshire’s LGBTQ+ community.

Thank you for your consideration,
Emily Whalen

Ph.D. Student, Environmental Science
University of New Hampshire



Testimony Opposing HB1077

“Reparative” therapy, also known as conversion therapy, does NOT work. There is quite literally
no sound research to support the use of conversion therapy (Human Rights Campaign [HRC],
n.d.). Studies have demonstrated that this “practice” is not only ineffective, but harmful. The
medical and mental health communities have denounced conversion therapy, with the American
Academy of Child Adolescent Psychiatry, American Academy of Pediatrics, American
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, American College of Physicians, American
Counseling Association, American Medical Association, American Mental Health Counselors
Association, American Psychiatric Association, American Psychoanalytic Association, American
Psychological Association, American School Counselor Association, American School Health
Association, National Association of Social Workers, Pan American Health Organization, World
Psychiatric Association, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration all noting
the harm that results from its practice (AMHCA, 2014; HRC, n.d.). Ethical codes prohibit
conversion therapy because of its dangers. Young LGBTQ adults who had faced high levels of
rejection by their family were 8.4 times more likely to have attempted suicide, 5.9 times more
likely to experience depression, 3.4 times more likely to use illegal substances, and were at a
higher risk of contracting HIV or an STD when compared to young LGBTQ adults who
experienced less rejection (Ryan et al., 2010). Aside from the fact that one’s sexual orientation or
gender identity is not a “problem” needing repair, conversion therapy harms those it claims to
“help.” Reversing the ban on conversion therapy for minors hurts our children, the ones who
need our support the most. A reversal on this ban is downright dangerous and holds life-
threatening risks. Such an act would do nothing but add to the discrimination, stigma, systemic
oppression faced by the LGBTQ community. I urge you to consider the many young lives that
will be put at risk should HB1077 pass.

References
AMHCA. (2014, July 10). AMHCA statement on reparative or conversion therapy.
https://www.amhca.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFil
eKey=eae41719-9650-cec8-c247-655d9ef45¢37 & forceDialog=0
Human Rights Campaign. (n.d.). The lies and dangers of “conversion therapy.”
https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-lies-and-dangers-of-reparative-therapy
Ryan, C., Russell, S. T., Huebner, D., Diaz, R., & Sanchez, J. (2010). Family acceptance in

adolescence and the health of LGBT young adults. Journal of Child and Adolescent

Psychiatric Nursing, 23(4), 205-213. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1744-6171.2010.00246.x



Feb 10, 2022
To the Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee,

My name is Brandon Chiapuzio. [ am a resident of Madbury, New Hampshire
and one of your constituents. I wanted to offer my strong opposition to the HB
1077, and any associated bills that would overturn the current ban on
conversion therapy. I am a therapist by profession (NPI #: 1073274015) and |
work with the adolescent population, or the people that might be targeted by
this bill. Many of the youth I work with identify as LGBTQ+, and they are
wonderful human beings. Oftentimes, the reason my LGBTQ+ clients struggle
is because of lack of support for their identity, people not recognizing their
identity, or people disparaging them because of their identity. Conversion
therapy does exactly those things and could only lead to more harm. As a
practicing clinician in this great state, [ would flat out refuse to be trained in or
practice conversion therapy myself and would distance myself from any other
professionals in the state that attempted to practice conversion therapy. In my
work with LGBTQ+ clients, the most significant predictor of positive self
worth, and improved mental health has been supportive parents, teachers,
friends and the likes, that embrace LGBTQ+ youth for their identity and
appreciate all they have to offer. Similarly, LGBTQ+ youth that don’t have a
supportive network of people, and in fact, have parents or other people
undermining their identity experience more significant challenges. Conversion
therapy stands in oppostion to everything I’ve learned in my graduate
education and professional practice regarding supporting clients through the
change process. This is an archaic and out of date practice that needs to be
stopped. Conversion therapy is opposed by various U.S. institutional
authorities, including the World Health Organization, the American Academy
of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the
American Psychological Association, the American Psychiatric Association,
the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapists, and the National
Association of Social Workers, among others. Please do not allow this ban to
be overturned.



I urge you to oppose HB 1077 and protect LGBTQ+ youth in our local
communities and within our state.

Thank you for your consideration.

Brandon Chiapuzio, MSW, MS
Shortridge Academy



My name is Julien Davis. | am a college senior at Plymouth State University majoring in
political science and criminology. I'm a straight A student, a lead organizer for a
multi-organizational action campaign, and after this | will be attending Northeastern University
School of Law on a near-full tuition scholarship. That means | will be leaving this state come
August, and I'm not sure if I'll come back.

Some of you might remember me, but for those who don't, | testified against a bill
sponsored by Dave Testermen about one year ago as of this month. That bill sought to classify
the act of acquiring life-saving healthcare services for trans youth as “child abuse”. | was
disappointed in this body then, and | am no less now seeing that the same bill has reappeared.
In fact, not only has Mr. Testermen once again brought forth a bill containing the exact same
language, but he now has presented a request to decriminalize conversion therapy.

Conversion therapy is a means of attempting to change a person’s sexuality or gender
by way classical conditioning. This often means that a person undergoing conversion therapy is
subject to various physical and mental interventions to encourage an association between
negative stimuli and gender nonconformity or non-heterosexual behavior. In other words, kids
undergoing this form of treatment can be shocked, hit, iced, or made to vomit at imagery
featuring the “undesirable lifestyles”. Conversion therapy has been refferred to as “torture” by
the United Nations Human Rights Counsel, and there is a growing body of data to suggest that
its not only ineffective, but it also produces horrific results for the patients involved-- and you
don’t have to do too much digging to see why that would be the case. The very label
“conversion therapy” suggests that there is an underlying condition or mental iliness to treat.
This is despite the fact that neither homosexuality nor being trans constitute iliness.

Now, | don’t have personal experience with explicit conversion torture-treatment, but
living as a trans person without acknowledging or expressing that identity for two decades gave
me a taste of what it’s like to feel forced into conformity. Until the spring of 2020, | lived each
and every day of my life as a passenger. The man you see here on this floor always existed
within me, but he was trapped, starving and slowly withering away as the world outside shut him
down over and over again. In truth, | was in the sunken place, and I'm still astonished that I'm
here to talk about it. And thank God | can, because now | have before me a motion by the
G.O.P. to allow parents to volunteer their children for a life in the sunken place.

Beyond the trauma that this bill would allow for, there’s another important consideration
to factor in. My generation is... different. We've all had access to the internet from a young age,
and thanks to that we’ve been exposed to nonconformity to a degree far beyond what preceding
generations had witnessed. As such, an important determining factor in selecting a place to live
for many people my age is the state’s relationship with the LGBTQ+ community. Now when a
young person, especially one from the queer community, is looking for somewhere to live, do
you think they’ll fell secure in making a commitment to our state knowing that the state
government regularly releases bills which are openly hostile to queer and trans people? | know |
don’t. That's why I’'m leaving for a state where | know I'll be supported. So, | urge you to think
about not just the impact opening this door will have on the people already here, but also how
it'll affect those who want to come here. If we want New Hampshire to be a thriving hub of
growth and prosperity, an impression of tolerance and support must be reflected in the
legislation we pass. This cannot be the case if virulent opposition to trans rights still remains in
the request docket, and it most certainly cannot be true if such legislation is passed. Thank you.
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SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF COYOTE RI

February 13th, 2020
To the Members of the Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee,

I am writing to oppose HB 1077, a bill which would allow conversion therapy to be performed on
minors. Representative Testerman’s frequent attempts to deny the truths of the LGTBQ+ children
of New Hampshire are as concerning as they are dangerous. The idea that LGBTQ+ people can or
should be converted is disturbingly homophobic.

Further, conversion therapy is a practice discredited by every mainstream medical and mental
health organization including the American Medical Association, and keeping it away from New
Hampshire’s minors is both justified and necessary. . In fact, conversion therapy is a form of
abuse. (The Lies and Dangers of Efforts to Change Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity)

Proponents of conversion therapy falsely assert that it can change someone’s sexual orientation
or gender identity, but in reality it often leads to anxiety, drug use, and suicide. The current ban on
conversion therapy for minors protects those whose parents would misguidedly force this
harmful practice upon them.

| urge you to look out for these minors and vote against HB 1077. Homophobia has no place in
New Hampshire

Sincerely,

Bella Robinson
COYOTE RI (401-525-8757)
bella@coyoteri.org



Opposition:

Conversion therapy is mentally distressing and DOES NOT WORK.
There are no scientific studies supporting conversion therapy having
any positive effects on children. Being gay is not a bad thing, and is
found in nature in many species. Of all the states, I would think the
one proclaiming “Live Free or Die” would be horrified at the idea of
trying to force children not to be who they are. It’s disturbing to me
the level of consideration religious fundamentalists are getting in
this “Free” state. Don’t worry about your child’s eternal soul so
much you stop worrying about their current safety. Conversion
therapy indirectly kills, suicide rates in the queer community are
already far too high. DO NOT PASS THIS BILL, for the lives of
New Hampshire’s children, please.



| would like to make it known that | strongly oppose the passage of this bill. Doing so would not only
endanger the lives and mental health of a vulnerable group of young people, but it would drag us back
decades in terms of the progress towards equality for all people. This bill is asinine, unnecessary, and
dangerous. All one needs to do is look online to see dozens of scholarly articles studying the impact of
conversion therapy. Teens who have been subjected to conversion therapy are 8 times more likely to
attempt suicide. They are 6 times more likely to report high levels of depression. Instead of allowing
parents to inflict this barbaric practice on their children, they should be encouraged understand and
accept their children, rather than attempt to force them to conform to their outdated ideas of who they
should be.

| wonder what the actual motivation behind this bill is, and why Rep. Testerman and Rep. Wuelper have
taken it upon themselves to repeal a bill that has been an overwhelming net benefit to the mental
health and wellbeing of vulnerable minors. Similar bans have been enacted with bipartisan support in 20
states, 8 of which have been signed into law by Republican governors- clearly the repeal of this bill is not
something that the people support, and | would caution any legislator against supporting such a pathetic
attempt to go against the will of the people. If you are attempting to repeal the ban on conversion
therapy, you are not only unfit to hold public office, but you should not be allowed anywhere near a
child, as you obviously have no idea how they function or what is best for them. Any support for this bill
will be seen as a black stain on their record; a public display of their horribly outdated ideals and
behaviors, and would signal that they are practically begging to be removed from office in the next
election. The people of New Hampshire do not support you and do not stand behind you in supporting
this bill.

Best,

Zach Blanc

Derry, NH



Conversion therapy is child abuse. NH outlawed conversion therapy because it is recognized
as child abuse. Representative Wuelper and Representative Testerman should be ashamed of
themselves and it should be made very public that they are for the abuse of children.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Belmont-Earl
Barrington



In reference to HB 1077 regarding the legalization of conversion therapy for minors:

As a young man (18) from New Hampshire going to school in Georgia (at the Georgia Institute of
Technology), a place traditionally less accepting of the LGBTQ+ community, | like to think that | come
from a state that allows people to live as who they are. | have always admired New Hampshire’s motto
“Live Free or Die” but this bill would absolutely go against that. How can we as a state have this motto if
we choose to prevent LGBTQ#+ individuals from living as they choose. Conversion therapy is a disgusting
form of child abuse and the fact that this bill even exist in the year 2022 is an absolute disgrace. | hope
you will consider the freedom of LGBTQ+ individuals when you make your decision.

-Brian Gelinas



February 14, 2022
Dear Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee:

The reason why | oppose this bill is simple. | oppose child abuse and this bill would enshrine it. Shame on
Reps. Testerman and Rep. Wuelper, the bill sponsors, for trying to resurrect a shameful part of our
history. | hope this committee votes this down and the bill sponsors self-reflect on their shameful
actions.

Regards,

Justin Kelly
Sanbornville, NH



February 14, 2022

To the Committee Members and Representatives,

| am writing to you today to express my dissatisfaction and frustration in the possible repeal of this
important legislation, HB1077. The terminology in the title alone, “Conversion Therapy”, implies that
there is a medical condition that requires treatment. That is absurd. In fact numerous Medical and
Psychiatry Professionals have deemed this “therapy” as harmful and detrimental. The approval of
banning this practice is 2018 was a positive step in protecting a segment of our most vulnerable
population. New Hampshire is a state that prides itself on living freely and for this legislation to pass or
even be considered is a step backwards.

Thank you for your time and service to New Hampshire,

Jill Weed



Testimony to the Health, Human Services & Elderly Affairs Committee
HB 1077

My name is Brittany St. Jean, and | am a licensed psychologist and certified school
psychologist in my home state of New Hampshire. Please accept this letter as written testimony
in opposition to HB1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.

As a psychologist, | was trained as a practitioner-scholar. | focus on using evidence-based
practices to inform the work | do with clients. There is no credible scientific study that has ever
supported the claims of conversion therapy to change a person’s sexual orientation. The
inaccurately and non-scientifically based method of converting an individual’s sexual
orientation, which has been discredited, can cause lasting physical and mental harm.
Additionally, the American Psychiatric Association has not treated homosexuality as a mental
illness since 1973. Being transgender is no longer treated as a mental illness since “gender
identity disorder” was removed from psychological diagnostic manuals in 2013.

Conversion therapy is considered unethical and harmful mental health practice. Major
health organizations with policy statements against the use of conversion therapy include, but are
not limited to, the American Psychological Association, the American Medical Association, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
the American Psychiatric Association, the American Psychoanalytic Association, the American
Counseling Association, and the National Association of Social Workers. The Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has further condemned conversion
therapy for minors.

The risk of conversion therapy extends beyond its ineffectiveness. It is also strongly
associated with adverse mental health outcomes. For example, The Trevor Project in the
American Journal of Public Health found that LGBTQ+ youth who underwent conversion
therapy were more than twice as likely to report having attempted suicide and more than 2.5
times as likely to report multiple suicide attempts in the past year.

By opposing HB1077, you will be supporting the mental health and wellness of children
and adolescents across the state. Please vote in opposition to HB1077.

Respectfully,

Brittany St. Jean, PsyD
Licensed Psychologist &

Certified School Psychologist

NH Psychological Association, Member At Large
Behavioral Healthcare Advocacy Committee
Board of Psychologists Liaison



James Marshall, Derry NH
HB1077
Oppose

House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee
Testimony Feb. 15, 2022

Hello,
My name is James Marshall and | live in Derry, NH. As a parent of a trans child | would like to
add my voice as being AGAINST HB1077.

First I want to thank the members for reading this.

“Conversion Therapy” is at best a psuedoscience and has been rejected by both medical and
mental health experts'. This type of “therapy” is dangerous as it not only increases Depression,
Anxiety, Drug use and SUICIDE it forces the child to believe that God doesn’t love them or that
they are undeserving of love, as most of these “therapies” are run via religious organizations. As
a Christian | do not believe God makes mistakes and science has shown evidence that it is not
a choice as such people are born into the LGTBQ+ community, they do not choose it*.
Additionally, the Government allowing this type of treatment of people is the Government saying
it is OK to bully and discriminate against LGTBQ+ people!

If you support children being depressed or cimmitting suicide* than you should support this bill. |
believe that all people should be treated equally and, as Jesus said, (paraphrasing) treated the
way you would want them to treat you!

Please oppose this bill.

James Marshall

" What Is Conversion Therapy? (webmd.com)

2 Being Gay: A Life Style Choice? - LGBT Homosexuality And Bisexuality Meanings (mentalhelp.net)
® Need More Proof Being Gay Isn't a Choice? Here It Is! | HuffPost Communities

4 Gay Conversion Therapy Associated with Suicide Risk | Psychology Today
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*AX AMERICAN ATHEISTS

February 15, 2022

The Honorable Rep. Mark Pearson

Chair, Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee
New Hampshire House of Representatives

107 North Main Street

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Re: OPPOSE HB 1077, Testimony from American Atheists in opposition to legislation that repeals
the ban on the harmful practice of conversion therapy

Dear Chairperson Pearson and Members of the House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Committee:

American Atheists, on behalf of its constituents in New Hampshire, writes in opposition to HB 1077,
which repeals the New Hampshire ban on harmful conversion therapy. Conversion therapy consists of
dangerous and discredited practices, often religiously based, that falsely claim to change one’s sexual
orientation or gender identity or expression. We urge you to reject this dangerous bill.

American Atheists is a national civil rights organization that works to achieve religious equality for all
Americans by protecting what Thomas Jefferson called the “wall of separation” between government
and religion created by the First Amendment. We strive to create an environment where atheism and
atheists are accepted as members of our nation’s communities and where casual bigotry against our
community is seen as abhorrent and unacceptable. We promote understanding of atheists through
education, outreach, and community-building and work to end the stigma associated with being an
atheist in America. As advocates for the health, safety, and well-being of all Americans, American
Atheists objects to bigoted and unfounded pseudo-medical practices designed to promote the religious
beliefs of providers and institutions.

This bill repeals the New Hampshire ban, signed by Governor Sununu in 2018, on state-licensed
professionals harming patients by providing conversion therapy. Conversion therapy practices are based
on religious beliefs rather than medical facts, such as the false idea that being LGBTQ is a mental iliness
that needs to be cured. This idea has been rejected by every major mental health association group for
decades. Conversion therapy does not include therapies that provide acceptance, support, or
understanding of LGBTQ identities; that facilitate coping, social support, or identity exploration; that
address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices; or that provide assistance to a person going
through gender transition.

The American Psychological Association (APA) has concluded that conversion therapy success claims are
not substantiated by any scientific data. Conversely, they found that: “The results of scientifically valid

American Atheists phone 908.276.7300
225 Cristiani St. fax 908.276.7402
Cranford, NJ 07016 www.atheists.org
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research indicate that it is unlikely that individuals will be able to reduce same-sex sexual attractions or
increase other-sex attractions through SOCE.”! The APA also determined that conversion therapy may
result in a multitude of negative side effects including: depression, suicidality, anxiety, and loss of sexual
feeling. Researchers estimate that 20,000 LGBTQ youth ages 13-17 will receive conversion therapy from
a licensed mental health professional before the age of 18.2 Researchers also estimate that 57,000 such
LGBTQ youth will receive conversion therapy from a religious or spiritual advisor before age 18.

We strongly oppose HB 1077, as it would remove the 2018 protections against dangerous practices that
harm patients. The state licenses mental health practitioners, and it has a duty to ensure that they are
providing services in accordance with medical best practices and not causing additional harm to already
vulnerable people. If you should have any questions regarding American Atheists’ opposition to HB
1077, please contact me at bparker@atheists.org.

Sincerely,

/o Tz

Brett Parker
State Policy Manager
American Atheists

! American Psychological Association, Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to Sexual Orientation.
(2009). Report of the American Psychological Association Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to
Sexual Orientation. Available at http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/publications/therapeutic-resp.html.

2 Mallory C, Brown TNT, and Conron KJ. (2018). Conversion Therapy and LGBT Youth. The Williams Institute.
Available at https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Conversion-Therapy-LGBT-Youth-Jan-

2018.pdf.
American Atheists phone 908.276.7300
225 Cristiani St. fax 908.276.7402

Cranford, NJ 07016 www.atheists.org



Dear Health, Human Affairs, and Elderly Affairs Committee,

Hello, my name is Daniel Medeiros, | am an employee at a New Hampshire public
school, and am writing to express my opposition to HB-1077, a bill designed to legalize child

abuse by lifting the ban on the atrocious practice of conversion therapy for minors.

As every decent person is aware conversion therapy—particularly in the case of minors—
is a disgusting practice based in bigotry and discrimination. This bill is an attack on the wise and
compassionate decision of the New Hampshire State Legislature in the past to ban this form of

abuse.

This bill continues a succession of recently proposed bills that seem designed to harm the
citizens of this state and to drag us backwards, erasing hard-earned progress. As with all of those
others, | hope that this bill will fail in the legislature and that the voting citizens of this state will

see to it that the representatives who proposed it never hold elected office again.

Thank you for hearing my testimony.

Sincerely,

Daniel Medeiros.



DR.TERESA JOHNSON!...

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST & CERTIFIED SEX THERAPIST

February 14, 2022
House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
RE: Opposing HB1077

All the major medical associations in the US hold position statements that oppose
conversion therapy, as same-sex attraction is not considered a mental disorder, and
conversion therapy is considered both ineffective and can be harmful.

These associations include the American Psychological Association, American Medical
Association, American Psychiatric Association, American Academy of Pediatrics,
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, American Counseling
Association, American Psychoanalytic Association, American School Counselor
Association, American School Health Association, and the American Association of
Social Workers.

You can read their position statements here:

https://www.hrc.org/resources/policy-and-position-statements-on-conversion-therapy

You can also review numerous research articles on this topic, many of which are
referenced by Cornell University on this webpage:

https://whatweknow.inequality.cornell.edu/topics/Igbt-equality/what-does-the-scholarly-
research-say-about-whether-conversion-therapy-can-alter-sexual-orientation-without-
causing-harm/

Please continue to protect the well-being of people in NH by opposing conversion
therapy.

Sincerely,

Newe Joblos—, P

Teresa Johnson, PhD

Licensed Psychologist

NH 1265, ID 203304 & NC 4778 HSP-P
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist
PSYPACT credentialed

drteresajohnson.com PO Box 327, Portsmouth NH 03802 603.865.1934



Dear Legislator,

As a clinical psychologist practicing for 30 years, and the proud mother of a gay
son, I can tell you that conversion therapy is unethical, cruel, and defies all the
data on sexual orientation and psychological health. Asking a person to
conceal or repress their sexual identity causes depression and suicide. If you
vote to allow conversion therapy, you will cause the deaths of gay and lesbian
youth. This bill is an outrage, and anyone considering voting for it should be
ashamed. Gay and lesbian youth thrive when they are encouraged to be
themselves, and I will do everything in my power to expose the shamefulness
of legislation that causes LGBTQ youth like my son, his boyfriend, and my
patients to suffer. Vote against HB 1077 -- this bill is an abomination.
Sincerely,

Miriam R. Osofsky, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

2 Woodmore Drive
Hanover, NH 03755

603 443 0500



“Conversion therapy” is a very misleading term. When a therapist seeks to help a young person
be reconciled to the reality of their biological sex, they are not seeking to convert that youth to
anything; rather they are seeking to preserve that young person’s healthy physical body, their
fertility, and their secual functioning. They are seeking to help that young person accept his or
her own body, rather than trying to change it with amputations of healthy breasts and/or genitals
and through puberty blockers cross-sex hormones, both of which have very negative long-term
health impacts.

A better term would be “Preservation therapy,” and it is absolutely the right and moral kind of
therapy for any young person contemplating irreversible medical treatments for gender
dysphoria, a phenomenon that in the past tended to resolve over time. Now, however, therapists
are being forced by law to affirm dysphoria, declaring that any feeling of discomfort with their
biological sex must mean that the child is “trapped in the wrong body.” This is a ludicrous notion,
presupposing that every person has an ethereal “gendered soul” that may or may not
correspond to their bodies. In reality, there are many reasons why children may not be
comfortable with the stereotypical idea of what a boy or girl “should” be, but this simply makes
them gender non-conforming. There is no need to change their healthy, normal bodies, and if
left alone, these feelings of discomfort pass away in the vast majority of children and
adolescents.

Therapists, like doctors, must first “do no harm.” That means they must listen to their patients
and help them locate the root causes of their distress. The majority of gender dysphoric children
and adolescents suffer from significant co-morbidities, including autism spectrum disorders,
ADHD, anxiety, OCD, and depression. Many have suffered severe traumas. Therapists must be
free to deal with the root causes of their distress, rather than affirm an identity that, in many
cases, the children are clinging to as a magic solution to their very real psychological problems.

Sadly, the underlying psychological issues which contribute to gender dysphoria do not
disappear when people “change sex.” Instead, new problems arise, often leading to a state that
is at least as bad, if not worse, than before. In fact, the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey found
that “transgender adults have a prevalence of past-year suicide ideation that is nearly twelve
times higher, and a prevalence of past-year suicide attempts that is about eighteen times higher,
than the U.S. general population.”
(https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Suicidality-Transgender-Sep-2019.pdf,

page 1).

In addition, there is a growing number of young detransitioners who realize that they are not and
never were “true trans,” but not until after having gone through surgeries and hormone
treatments that failed to bring them relief from their psychological distress. These young people
are left with irreversible bodily harm, as well as loss of fertility and sexual function. Many feel
that the medical and psychological professionals who should have helped them instead pushed
them into procedures which leave them with deep and lasting regret.



Please allow therapists to help their young patients deal with their psychological problems,
working through them until they can accept themselves, including their healthy bodies, without
becoming lifelong medical patients.



Julie Piittgen, LCMHC, REAT, SEP, MFA
Center for Integrative Health #*45 Lyme Road * Suite 200 * Hanover, NH 03755
(802) 727 0494 * horsefox@08namesofnow.com

February 14, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

As a Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor in the State of NH, | am writing to OPPOSE
HB1077. Conversion therapy is an unethical and potentially harmful practice that should never
be imposed on anyone, particularly young people who are vulnerable to abuse. There is no
place for it in a society that respects human rights and human dignity.

Sincerely,

e



House Health and Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee
February 15, 2022
HB1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

Dear Committee Members,
In 2018, Governor Sununu signed an unconstitutional “conversion therapy” ban bill into a law

that bans therapists from helping confused kids and teens to explore whether their same-sex
attraction or opposite sex gender identity is something they want to keep or change.

According to Cornerstone, the therapy ban has these devastating consequences.

¢ Muzzles therapists and restricts their speech in a clinical setting.

o Ignores a patient’s right to set their own therapeutic goals. A client dealing
with unwanted same-sex attraction or gender dysphoria would not be able to get the
help they need and want.

o Infringes on the religious liberty of therapists.
This law puts kids and teens on a one-way street with no turning back.

My niece, who grew up in a dysfunctional family situation, went on testosterone as a 17-year-
old. She thought it would solve her problems, but it only made them worse. She died at 21 from
a drug overdose.

Cari Stella, a young woman who posted a video on YouTube about her experiences both
transitioning as a minor, and detransitioning as an adult, reports that no one told her she had
any other options.

“They don’t tell you that it’s OK to be butch, to be gender non-conforming, to not like men, to
not like the way men treat you . . . They tell you about testosterone.”

Stella asks how many other medical conditions are there where “you can walk into the doctor’s
office, tell them you have a certain condition, which has no objective test, which can be caused

by trauma or mental issues or societal factors, and receive life-altering medications on your say-
so?”

The therapy ban denies children like Stella even the chance to explore how they can live as
their biological sex before making choices they’ll regret. This isn’t therapy, its ideology, and our
children deserve better.

Please vote OTP on HB1077 to repeal the therapy ban.

Beth Scaer
Nashua NH



Good afternoon committee members,

My name is Jim Bomersbach. | am a licensed psychologist. I chose to move to New Hampshire
six years ago and to start a life here. Please accept this letter as my testimony in opposition to a
repeal of the ban on conversion therapy, HB 1077.

As a psychologist, | am bound by the ethical principles and guidelines of my profession. This code
of conduct prevents me from offering services that could harm my client. It prevents me from lying
about what effects my services can have. To practice conversion therapy would be to directly
violate the ethical standards of my profession. Surveys of those who have endured through these
illegitimate programs highlight increase rates of anxiety, depression, and suicidal behavior. This
effect is well documented (see Higbee, Wright, and Roemerman, 2020). The ban on this practice
affirmed that New Hampshire was listening to the expertise of its scientific community about the
toxic effects of conversion therapy.

Conversion therapy is also not evenly directed to all New Hampshire citizens. The practice is
largely imposed upon children by their parents. No member of this committee is likely to
experience it. Instead, this committee must consider and act on behalf of the young children and
adolescents who can be compelled into these programs. A parent’s right to choose care for their
child should not extend to a practice that has no scientific basis and that actively harms the child.

As of today, 20 states have passed bans on the practice of conversion therapy. This includes the
entirety of New England. Repealing this ban sends the wrong message to those who would consider
staying in or moving to New Hampshire. Rejecting HB1077 affirms that homophobia and
transphobia are not welcome in New Hampshire.

James Bomersbach, Ph.D.



HB1077
2/15/22

It is unfathomable to think the House would even be considering an official return of dangerous
and damaging Conversion Therapy to New Hampshire. As a Republican, conservative and an
openly gay man, | can think of no worse disconnect from LIVE FREE OR DIE than to re-establish
this draconian and long-proven ineffective method to ‘cure’ homosexuality. What in God'’s
name are you thinking? This destructive ‘therapy’ is known to lead people of all ages to mental
health issues and even suicide, as they are forced to try to cure something that is innately born
within them. Stop this madness, and uphold the freedom of ALL citizens of this great State.

Respectfully submitted,
Joseph R. Olefirowicz
Nashua, New Hampshire



I am a transgender citizen of New Hampshire, and this bill presents deep concerns about
my wellbeing and safety. Conversion therapy is traumatizing for members of my community and
represents an attack on our fundamental rights to exist peacefully in society. Reinstituting this
practice tells trans people that their identities are not valid and need to be fixed. Pursuing
medical interventions for my transition has been lifesaving and does not need to be “rectified”
through conversation therapy. Conversion therapy does not do anything to alter our inherent
identities (and that should not even be the objective). It simply inflicts harm. The inner peace
that | have achieved by affirming my identity is unable to be expressed in words. This bill would
take away the comfort and euphoria that | have experienced from socially and medically
transitioning, replacing it with severe anxiety at the prospect of having to undergo an unethical
and coerced treatment. My identity is sacred and should be respected. | am a human being who
is trying to do what is best for my contentment and success. | ask that members of the
legislature please respect this and consider the pain that this bill’'s passage would create for so
many trans individuals in New Hampshire.



15 February 2022

Dear Committee of Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs,

I am writing in opposition to HB 1077, “AN ACT repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for
minors.” This bill would be a huge step backwards for human rights and public health in our state.

There is ample research to demonstrate the negative effects of conversion “therapy” on mental and emotional
health, to the point of driving some patients to suicide. People who have undergone this type of treatment
present with symptoms of depression, anxienty, and PTSD. Conversely, the few studies reporting “successful”
conversion are typically plagued by methodological and ethical issues, including involvement of participants
who stand to directly benefit financially from positive results. Positive studies also typically define success in
terms of the ideals of specific religious ideologies and completely disregard the potential for (and actuated)
harm caused by these practices. The Constitution of the United States of America is very clear on the
importance of separation of church and state, rendering the ideals of any specific religion irrelevant. The
latter may be acceptable to some, but in my experience New Hampshirites take care of our own, and would
not disregard the potential for so much harm so easily. Due to the overwhelming evidence that conversion
“therapy” has only detrimental effects, the practice as applied to minors is banned in 20 states (including
all of New England) and the District of Columbia. Rather than repeat the words of many medical, ethical,
and legal experts, I have included a few review articles below which summarize the issue from all of these
angles.

To reiterate, repealing this prohibition would do nothing but harm and we should all be ashamed that even
two elected officials were willing to support this to get it this far. Please do not allow this to go any further.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Rubinstein
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I'm so mad after watching the committee hearing on the bill that would repeal the ban on
conversion therapy.

Conversion therapy is not "providing guidance to young people who are confused or
struggling." The language of the bill that banned conversion therapy is clear and simple.
There is no need for any amendments. People that wish to harm LGBTQ+ people want
conversion therapy repealed so they can continue to assert power and control over
people who are doing nothing more than seeking to live free.

Conversion therapy is bad, it's that simple. | encourage you to seek out the voices of
survivors of conversion therapy, like Sam Brinton - and consider the many barriers that
prevent people from publicly sharing their stories. Please believe us when we say we
know conversion therapy is harmful and must remain banned. There is no such thing as
consensual conversion therapy.

When | was 17, just after the second time | "got caught" being queer, there was a day
when | was 99% certain my father was going to send me to conversion therapy. | cannot
describe the physical terror that overcame me as | considered an even more
emotionally abusive place than my father's home (and a place that could be potentially
physically dangerous as well.) Fortunately, my home state of Arizona is finally
considering repealing conversion therapy.

| was the campaign manager of the effort that passed transgender nondiscrimination
protections in 2018 in New Hampshire. We knew in that campaign that many elected
officials of both parties needed to meet transgender people to understand the
importance of nondiscrimination protections. | know it's harder to meet and build
understanding with people since COVID has hit. | would be happy to meet with any of
you, by zoom or in person.

Linds Jakows
(they/them)
Dover, NH
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Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee,

| am writing to you as a member of NASW New Hampshire Chapter and a Licensed
Independent Clinical Social Worker with asmall private practicein NH. | recently had aclient
who sought treatment as aresult of trauma experienced as a child when forced to attend a
“Conversion Therapy” treatment program by parents. The experience was described as demeaning
and frightening, causing issues lasting into adulthood. The client commented upon being glad to
livein a state with decision makers who recognized the harm that can be caused by this and passed
legislation to stop the practice. The notion of conversion therapy is not recognized in mental
health literature as alegitimate treatment and is not taught in any of the accredited schools of
social work. For your information, | have attached a paper that speaks to Sexual Orientation
Change Efforts which includes a segment on the broad range of methods employed as
“treatments’. | urge you to oppose this hill.

| was unable to attach this testimony to the House of Representatives Online Testimony

Submission Website so have emailed directly in hopes that each committee member will receive
this.

Respectfully submitted,

Marci Morris, LICSW
141 Main St. Ste. 6
Newmarket, NH 03857

603-659-6999 Office
603-591-7214 Cell
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How to Talk About Sexual Orientation Change Efforts in Social Work Education

Prepared by the following subcommittee members of the Council on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression (CSOGIE): Peggy Pittman-Munke (Murray State University), Jayleen Galarza (Shippensburg University), George Jacinto (University of Central Florida),   Edward J. Alessi (Rutgers University), and Shelley L. Craig (University of Toronto).

This document was designed to help social work educators talk about issues related to sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE), commonly referred to as conversion/reparative therapy. For in-depth discussion of these topics, please refer to the accompanying document, Bibliography on Issues Related to Sexual Orientation Change Efforts. 


What are sexual orientation change efforts?

According to the National Association of Social Workers (2015): “the term sexual orientation change efforts (or SOCE) include any practice seeking to change a person’s sexual orientation, including, but not limited to, efforts to change behaviors, gender identity, or gender expressions, or to reduce or eliminate sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward a person of the same gender.” 

For more information: National Association of Social Workers. (2015). Sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE) and conversion therapy with lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and transgender persons. Retrieved from


http://www.socialworkers.org/diversity/new/documents/hria_pro_18315_soce_june_2015.pdf

What terms do I need to understand when talking about sexual orientation change efforts?

Definitions are available at: National Association of Social Workers (2015). Sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE) and conversion therapy with lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and transgender persons. Retrieved from http://www.socialworkers.org/diversity/new/documents/hria_pro_18315_soce_june_2015.pdf

What are some of the modalities that are sometimes used to “change” a person’s sexual orientation or gender identity? 

Historically, SOCE encompassed a range of approaches, all based on a pathologizing view of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning (LGBTQ) identities. Therapies to change sexual orientation or gender identity have included pharmacological methods (medication), surgical interventions, and behavioral (cognitive) and psychoanalytic therapies intended to change sexual orientation (APA, 2009). Aversive therapeutic techniques such as delivering electric shocks during arousal to same-sex scenarios (electroshock therapy), requiring clients to perform acts that cause shame in front of groups (shame aversion), and applying covert sensitization (using imagery to imagine negative consequences associated with LGBTQ feelings or behavior) were also used (APA, 2009). In recent years, educational techniques such as teaching heterosexual dating skills have also been more frequently utilized in SOCE efforts (APA, 2009).

Why should social work students be educated about conversion therapy?

1. Conversion therapy is harmful:

· These therapies have been shown to contribute to psychological harm to LGBTQ people and their families (APA, 2009).

2. Conversion therapy is opposed by national organizations:

· Conversion therapy is opposed by a number of professional and educational organizations, including the Council on Social Work Education, National Association of Social Workers, American Psychological Association, American Counseling Association, and the Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT, 2009; ACA, 2013; APA, 2009; CSWE, 2016; NASW, 2000, 2015).

· The American Association of Christian Counselors (2014) eliminated the promotion of conversion therapy in its revised 2014 Code of Ethics.

3. Conversion therapies are incompatible with the Educational Policy of the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) on which its Accreditation Standards are based:

· These therapies violate the Educational Policy on which the Accreditation Standards are based, since they do not promote social justice or respect for diversity and difference (CSWE, 2015, 2016).


4. Conversion therapy is based on the results of misleading studies: 


· For example, in 2012 Robert Spitzer formally retracted his 2001 study that claimed gay men and women could switch their sexual orientation (Anastas, 2013). 

5. Conversion therapy is against the law in several states:

· In April 2015, President Obama denounced the use of conversion therapies and strongly encouraged the enactment of state laws that ban the use of conversion therapies for minors (Jarrett, 2015). 


· Practicing conversion therapy with minors is banned in a number of states, including California; New Jersey; New York; and Washington, DC. Such legislation states that claims of changing sexual orientation or gender identity via reparative therapy are fraudulent. 

6. Conversion therapy is a violation of best practice:

· Teaching and practice of conversion therapy is considered a violation of best practice in social work (NASW, 2015).

7. A key organization that promoted conversion therapy recently closed: 


· Exodus International, the ‘‘oldest and largest Christian ministry dealing with faith and homosexuality,’’ announced in 2013 that the organization would close its doors after 37 years. In an open letter to the LGBT community, the president of Exodus International apologized for ‘‘the pain and hurt’’ experienced by many individuals and also for the promotion of ‘‘sexual orientation change efforts and reparative theories about sexual orientation that stigmatized parents’’ (Payne, 2013).

8. Government agencies have taken a stand against conversion therapy:


· The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) published its report, Ending conversion therapy: Supporting and affirming LGBTQ youth (2015). The report was designed to provide mental health professionals as well as children and families with accurate information about effective and ineffective therapeutic practices related to sexual orientation and gender identity. 

What should I do if one of my clients wants to change his/her sexual orientation or gender identity?

· Clients may exhibit distress about their gender or sexual identity and state a desire to change these identities. Social workers recognize that LGBTQ individuals continue to experience stigma, discrimination, and violence in contemporary society, which may contribute to client fears about identifying as LGBTQ. To minimize such distress, practitioners should use affirmative approaches and seek to gently explore those fears while providing education about LGBTQ experiences (Anastas, 2013). 

· Affirmative care asserts that LGBTQ identities are a normal variant of development, and validates those identities, while recognizing the impact of discrimination such as homophobia and transphobia on the lives of LGBTQ individuals (Craig, Austin, & Alessi, 2013). 

· An American Psychological Association (2009) task force found that “client-centered, multicultural, evidence-based approaches that provide (a) acceptance and support (b) assessment, (c) active coping to manage “discrimination and stress, (d) developing social support, and (e) identity exploration and development” are the most effective approaches to working with clients desiring such changes (p. 4). Such strategies may include a referral to affirmative clergy, particularly when the desire to change is based on religious beliefs. 

How should I prepare myself to teach affirmatively about sexual orientation and gender identity?

· Remember that social work education should be guided by scientific research and social work ethics, not personal beliefs (Reamer, 2014).


· Read research on affirmative practice.

· Attend workshops on LGBTQ populations at professional meetings.


· Develop an understanding of personal attitudes toward LGBTQ individuals.

· Acquire broad-based knowledge about sexual and gender identity development across the life cycle.


· Obtain a high degree of comfort and skill in responding to student questions about sexual orientation and gender identity. 

· Learn about affirmative community services and programs.

· Ally with organizations and campus groups that support LGBTQ individuals and communities.

How do I teach students to practice with the LGBTQ population?


· Discuss how the NASW Code of Ethics applies specifically to LGBTQ populations.


· Help students to understand the importance of separating personal beliefs from professional responsibilities as a social worker (Reamer, 2014).


· Remind students to use approaches that affirm and celebrate LGBT identities.

· Encourage students to explore client discomfort with their sexual orientation or gender identity using affirmative approaches.

· Remind students that since SOCE have been found to be harmful and unethical, it is clinically risky to provide such treatment.


· Instruct students to seek supervision for improving their affirmative practice skills. 

· Ensure that social service agencies, community mental health centers, and health-care facilities provide affirmative environments for LGBTQ persons.
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to improve the health and wellness of all Granite Staters

February 15, 2022

The Honorable Mark Pearson, Chair

House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Legislative Office Building, Room 206

33 North State Street

Concord, NH 03301

Re:  New Futures’ opposition to HB 1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion
therapy for minors

Dear Chairman Pearson, and Honorable Members of the Committee:

New Futures appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of HB 1077,
repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.

New Futures i1s a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that advocates, educates and collaborates to
improve the health and wellness of all Granite Staters. New Futures is dedicated to supporting
and strengthening a comprehensive and integrated System of Care for children and youth who
experience behavioral health challenges in New Hampshire.

New Futures strongly opposes HB 1077 because it would remove a key protection for youth
identifying as LGBT+ from a harmful “treatment” that has been shown to negatively
impact participants.

Conversion therapy a widely discredited, often cruel “treatment” that is banned
internationally'.Identifying as being lesbian, gay, or bisexual has not been considered a mental
illness by mental health practitioners in over 45 years. According to the American Psychiatric
Association, there is no data that supports conversion therapists’ claims to “cure” an unwanted
sexual orientation through any method. However, even the least invasive forms of conversion
therapy pose significant risk to LGBT+ individuals. The American Psychological Association,
American Psychiatric Association, and Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry all support
the ban on the use of conversion therapy.>

For youth, conversion therapy poses a risk of significant harm through family rejection. Teens
who reported higher levels of family rejection, including admission to conversion therapy, were
8.4 times more likely to report having attempted suicide, 5.9 times more likely to report high

! United Nations Report on ConversionTherapy
,https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/SexualOrientation/ConversionTherapyReport.pdf

2 American Bar Association, Banning Conversion Therapy on Minors: A Guide for Creating Tribal and State
Legislation, January, 2019,

New Futures ¢ 100 North Main Street, Suite 400, Concord, NH 03301 « (603) 225-9540 ¢ www.new-futures.org
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levels of depression, 3.4 times more likely to use illegal drugs, and 3.4 times more likely to
report having engaged in unprotected sex when compared to LGBT+ peers who reported no or
low levels of family rejection.’

Removing the ban on conversion therapy not only goes against sound scientific evidence but will
greatly increase the chances that LGBT+ youth in New Hampshire will experience negative
health outcomes in their lifetimes. Banning conversion therapy is a necessary step to ensure that
LGBT+ youth are not traumatized by unsafe medical treatments that have been shown to result
in negative outcomes.

For the reasons presented above, the New Futures strongly urges the committee to vote HB 1077
inexpedient to legislate.

Respectfully,

Emma Sevigny, Esq.
Children’s Behavioral Health Policy Coordinator
New Futures, Inc.

3 1d.
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National Association of Secial Workers

February 14, 2022

Re: HB 1077- repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Committee,

On behalf of the National Association of Social Workers New Hampshire Chapter, I am writing
to express our strong opposition to HB 1077,

Conversion therapy has been discredited and highly criticized by all major medical. psychiatric,
psychological and professional mental health organizations, including the National Association
of Social Workers. Data demonstrates that conversion therapy negatively impacts the mental
health and self-esteem of the individual.

NASW NH strongly asserts its stance against therapies and treatments designed to change sexual
orientation or gender identity and against referring clients to practitioners or programs that claim
to do so. The practice is unsubstantiated, harmful, and unethical.

Repealing this ban would needlessly put our youth at risk of psychological chicanery.,
discrimination. and prejudice.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opposition.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Stanley, LICSW
Executive Director
NASW NH

exec.naswnh(@socialworkers.org
603.496.0994



House Health and Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee
February 15, 2022
HB1077, repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors

Dear Committee Members,
In 2018, Governor Sununu signed an unconstitutional “conversion therapy” ban bill into a law

that bans therapists from helping confused kids and teens to explore whether their same-sex
attraction or opposite sex gender identity is something they want to keep or change.

According to Cornerstone, the therapy ban has these devastating consequences.

e Muzzles therapists and restricts their speech in a clinical setting.

o lIgnores a patient’s right to set their own therapeutic goals. A client dealing
with unwanted same-sex attraction or gender dysphoria would not be able to get the
help they need and want.

« Infringes on the religious liberty of therapists.
This law puts kids and teens on a one-way street with no turning back.

My niece, who grew up in a dysfunctional family situation, went on testosterone as a 17-year-
old. She thought it would solve her problems, but it only made them worse. She died at 21 from
a drug overdose.

Cari Stella, a young woman who posted a video on YouTube about her experiences both
transitioning as a minor, and detransitioning as an adult, reports that no one told her she had
any other options.

“They don’t tell you that it’s OK to be butch, to be gender non-conforming, to not like men, to
not like the way men treat you . . . They tell you about testosterone.”

Stella asks how many other medical conditions are there where “you can walk into the doctor’s
office, tell them you have a certain condition, which has no objective test, which can be caused
by trauma or mental issues or societal factors, and receive life-altering medications on your say-
so?”

The therapy ban denies children like Stella even the chance to explore how they can live as
their biological sex before making choices they’ll regret. This isn’t therapy, its ideology, and our
children deserve better.

Please vote OTP on HB1077 to repeal the therapy ban.

Beth Scaer
Nashua NH



HB 1077 - AS INTRODUCED

2022 SESSION

22-2121
05/08
HOUSE BILL 1077
AN ACT repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.
SPONSORS: Rep. Testerman, Merr. 2; Rep. Wuelper, Straf. 3

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

ANALYSIS
This bill repeals the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 1077 - AS INTRODUCED
22-2121
05/08
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Two
AN ACT repealing the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors.
Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Repeal. RSA 332-L, relative to the prohibition on conversion therapy for minors, is repealed.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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