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May 10, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred SB 141-FN,

AN ACT relative to the procedure for conducting

firearm background checks. Having considered the

same, and being unable to agree with the Majority,

report with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT

TO PASS.

Rep. John Burt

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee received written and oral testimony from gun
owners and dealers about the long term problems at the gun line. Through testimony, the
committee learned that the lengthy delays being experienced by handgun buyers are not a new
problem. For most of its entire existence, the gun line has been operated in a grossly inefficient
manner. However, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the typical hours and days long delays
turned into weeks and months underscoring the deep seated fundamental problems with the gun
line. The committee heard from gun dealers that their businesses have been harmed by the gun
line because oftentimes, customers leave and do not return due to the long delays which can last
days or weeks. Licensed firearms dealers told the committee that the gun line is only used for
handguns. Buyers of rifles and shotguns are checked by a direct call to the FBI NICS Center. 
For the vast majority of rifle and shotgun sales, calls to the FBI are answered and the buyers
approved in as few as five minutes. Background checks and NICS are a federal mandate and the
committee learned that the Federal Government, through the FBI, is able to do a better job of
checking backgrounds.  The FBI performs this task at no cost to the gun buyer or dealer. The
State of New Hampshire is spending hundreds of thousands of dollars to perform a federally
mandated check that the FBI will do for free and will complete in minutes instead of weeks or
months. A check conducted by the gun line is in addition to the Federal NICS check, not
instead of it. If the FBI NICS system is not working, for any reason, the gun line will also be
non operational. 
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firearm background checks.
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 141-FN, relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks. OUGHT TO
PASS.
Rep. John Burt for theMinority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The Criminal Justice and
Public Safety Committee received written and oral testimony from gun owners and dealers about
the long term problems at the gun line. Through testimony, the committee learned that the
lengthy delays being experienced by handgun buyers are not a new problem. For most of its
entire existence, the gun line has been operated in a grossly inefficient manner. However, during
the COVID-19 pandemic, the typical hours and days long delays turned into weeks and months
underscoring the deep seated fundamental problems with the gun line. The committee heard
from gun dealers that their businesses have been harmed by the gun line because oftentimes,
customers leave and do not return due to the long delays which can last days or weeks. Licensed
firearms dealers told the committee that the gun line is only used for handguns. Buyers of rifles
and shotguns are checked by a direct call to the FBI NICS Center. For the vast majority of rifle
and shotgun sales, calls to the FBI are answered and the buyers approved in as few as five
minutes. Background checks and NICS are a federal mandate and the committee learned that the
Federal Government, through the FBI, is able to do a better job of checking backgrounds.  The
FBI performs this task at no cost to the gun buyer or dealer. The State of New Hampshire is
spending hundreds of thousands of dollars to perform a federally mandated check that the FBI
will do for free and will complete in minutes instead of weeks or months. A check conducted
by the gun line is in addition to the Federal NICS check, not instead of it. If the FBI NICS
system is not working, for any reason, the gun line will also be non operational. 
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May 10, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred SB 141-FN,

AN ACT relative to the procedure for conducting

firearm background checks. Having considered the

same, report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill seeks to allow the FBI to conduct all National Instant Criminal Background Check System
(“NICS”) searches concerning the purchase, sale, and transfer of firearms through Federal Firearm
Licensed Dealers operating in the state of New Hampshire.  This bill effectively repeals the state’s
partial Point of Contact system for handguns, called the "Gun Line" allowing the authority to remain
exclusively with the FBI. It also authorizes county sheriffs to conduct NICS background searches for
the purpose of approving or denying the return of firearms to individuals who are subject to a
protective order for domestic violence or stalking.  We heard testimony from gun line users of past
delays to access the system, however the calling system has been updated and appears to be
working.  More importantly we heard testimony from a lawyer, several dealers, and users of the
valuable usage of the gun line.  The gun line was able to resolve false issues in the NICS system. 
Specifically, the gun line gave clear directions, in the form of a letter, on how to resolve the issues,
however, when issues occur while using NICS, they are non-specific about how to resolve the issues,
resulting in additional costs to the buyer and additional delays. The New Hampshire Gun Line is an
additional check beyond the NICS System, and we prefer to continue the extra measure of security
check that the gun line provides. 

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: SB 141-FN

Title: relative to the procedure for conducting
firearm background checks.

Date: May 10, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 15-6.

Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
SB 141-FN, relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks. MAJORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill
seeks to allow the FBI to conduct all National Instant Criminal Background Check System (“NICS”)
searches concerning the purchase, sale, and transfer of firearms through Federal Firearm Licensed
Dealers operating in the state of New Hampshire.  This bill effectively repeals the state’s partial
Point of Contact system for handguns, called the "Gun Line" allowing the authority to remain
exclusively with the FBI. It also authorizes county sheriffs to conduct NICS background searches for
the purpose of approving or denying the return of firearms to individuals who are subject to a
protective order for domestic violence or stalking.  We heard testimony from gun line users of past
delays to access the system, however the calling system has been updated and appears to be
working.  More importantly we heard testimony from a lawyer, several dealers, and users of the
valuable usage of the gun line.  The gun line was able to resolve false issues in the NICS system. 
Specifically, the gun line gave clear directions, in the form of a letter, on how to resolve the issues,
however, when issues occur while using NICS, they are non-specific about how to resolve the issues,
resulting in additional costs to the buyer and additional delays. The New Hampshire Gun Line is an
additional check beyond the NICS System, and we prefer to continue the extra measure of security
check that the gun line provides.  Vote 15-6.
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Karen Karwocki

From: Karen Karwocki
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 2:03 PM
To: Karen Karwocki

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Karen Karwocki

From: Karen Karwocki
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 2:02 PM
To: Karen Karwocki

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 141-FN

BILL TITLE: relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks.

DATE: April 28, 2021

LOB ROOM: 306 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 9:10 AM

Time Adjourned: 1:00 PM

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Welch, Rhodes, Burt, Hopper, Green, Wallace,
Testerman, True, Pratt, Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet,
Meuse, R. Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Klein-Knight and Bradley

Bill Sponsors:
Sen. Giuda Sen. Avard Rep. Burt
Rep. Edwards Rep. Rhodes Rep. Gorski
Rep. Kelsey

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Senator Giuda – Prime Sponsor
 Get rid of system that cost taxpayers

 Was never intended to mirror fed govt.

 State trooper help with backlog

 NH Court do background checks without NICs

 Long gun dealer queries background check

 Court involved 450-500 cases a year

 Downshift to county

 Initial 10K per county to set up

Commissioner Robert H. Quinn -Oppose
 57K 2019 – 87K 2020 – 30K 4 months 2021 – 63% increase

 Sunline had significant delay – we are in a good place today

 Getting customer service average wait time is 14 minutes

 Don’t hear long gun to NICS

Hon. Dave Wheeler – Oppose
 Gun line no longer broke

 Atty general wrote policy

 Added personal

 Backlog gone

 90% of all inquiry handled immediately

 Average wait time no longer than 15 minutes

 Gun line is a 7 day a week

 HR 1446 FBI may delay 10, we can still be in charge

Richard Head – State Agency – Court Role – Oppose
 Staff that removes protective orders

 Use spot, state then NCI

 (domestic violence) –protective orders (stalking)

 Civil protective order – may not have DB

 PPOC – staff can change the NICs

 170K records in the database they call the courts for an update, then update



 Protective orders are their guideline, may not be seen by the fed

 Not replicated thru FBU NICS

o Gunlines can reach out to other states

o Gunline does additional search

 173-B domestic - 633-3 stalking

 169:C Child protective act

 159:D:1 criminal bail protective act

Sean List (Dim McLoud?) – Support
 Delays in selling

 Small dealers have inventory that can’t move

 Represses firearm dealers

 Sheriff’s office have immunity

Gary Fisher - Sheriffs Association – Neutral
 Change 159-0:1

 Does not have the staff

Penny Dean – Oppose
 FBI NICS you can be waiting years for a response – does not tell you how to fix

 Denies 2nd amendment rights

 Gunline is a protector of NH 2nd amendment rights

 NIC will not give you the court, place of eviction

Pamela Keilig - NH Coalition Against Domestic/Sexual Violence
 Excludes protection orders

Jeff Kelmen – Citizen 5 week delay – Support
 Cost state and taxpayer money

Maria Perez – Oppose
 Domestic violence victim

 Uncomfortable with guns

*Allan Rice – Resident of Bedford – Gun Owners of America – Support
 NHFC has not worked sense 2019

 Turn around time is more important?

 Firearms should be purchased by victims

 Place ownership on the victims – buy a gun take responsibility for their own life

Lauren Lelage – State Director NRA – Support
 36 States use NICs

 Streamline background check

 2020 5m Americans 1st time purchase

Jacob McGuigan – Firearm Industry – Support
 8m, 60% of AA for their homes

 Gunline broken

 Can’t sell the guns that want

Jay Simkin – Oppose
 FBI NICS have delays – not government employees

 Feds p686 – those of violence should not look to the state

Paul Marquis – NHFC – Oppose

Respectfully submitted,

SB
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House Remote Testify

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Testify List for Bill SB141 on 2021-04-28 
Support: 171    Oppose: 87    Neutral: 5    Total to Testify: 14 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying

Non-
Germane Signed Up

Head, Richard Concord, NH
rhead@courts.state.nh.us

State Agency Staff Myself Neutral Yes (5m) No 4/26/2021 12:49 PM

Dean, Penny Concord, NH
penny@pennydean.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose Yes (5m) No 4/28/2021 3:49 AM

McGuigan, Jacob Newtown, CT
jmcguigan@nssf.org

A Lobbyist Firearm Industry Support Yes (3m) No 4/28/2021 6:57 AM

Wheeler, Honorable
EC David

Milford, NH
ecdave@miracleacresfarm.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose Yes (3m) No 4/27/2021 6:02 PM

Keilig, Pamela Concord, NH
pkeilig@nhcadsv.org

A Lobbyist New Hampshire Coalition Against
Domestic and Sexual Violence

Oppose Yes (3m) No 4/27/2021 2:44 PM

Giuda, Bob Warren, NH
bob.giuda@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official NH Senate District 2 - PRIME Support Yes (3m) No 4/21/2021 4:42 PM

Quinn, Robert Concord, NH
robert.l.quinn@dos.nh.gov

State Agency Staff Department of Safety Neutral Yes (3m) No 4/27/2021 5:42 PM

Rice, Alan Bedford, NH
alanrice@gunowners.org

A Lobbyist Gun Owners of America Support Yes (3m) No 4/21/2021 4:53 PM

LePage, Lauren Sanford, ME
llepage@nrahq.org

A Lobbyist NRA Support Yes (2m) No 4/27/2021 9:45 AM

McLoud, Jim Hooksett, NH
jmcloud@outpostnh.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support Yes (2m) No 4/21/2021 4:58 PM

List, Sean Deerfield, NH
sean@nhlawyer.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself, as the bill's drafter Support Yes (2m) No 4/21/2021 4:53 PM

Simkin, Jay Nashua, NH, USA, NH
jaysimkin@juno.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose Yes (2m) No 4/28/2021 7:34 AM

Marquis, Paul Litcchfield, NH
Paulmarquis@mac.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself and NHFC Oppose Yes (2m) Yes 4/26/2021 7:08 PM
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Fisher, Gary Pembroke, NH
gfisher@hcsonh.us

A Member of the
Public

Sheriff's Association Neutral Yes (0m) No 4/27/2021 8:19 AM

Blanchard, Sandra Loudon, NH
sandyblanchard3@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 9:27 AM

FRIEDRICH, ED Loudon, NH
erfriedrich@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:35 AM

St Germain, Diane Bedford, NH
diane.stgermain33@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:43 AM

Roe, Jonathan Londonderry, NH
Jkroe0509@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 10:59 AM

McQuade, Michael Concord, NH
michael.j.mcquade@dos.nh.gov

State Agency Staff Division of State Police Neutral No No 4/27/2021 5:43 PM

Lewandowski, Jean Nashua, NH
jlewando@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:00 PM

Beller, Leonard Bartlett, NH
leonard.beller@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 8:11 PM

Nardino, Marie Andover, NH
mdnardino@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:24 PM

Hamblet, Joan PORTSMOUTH, NH
joan.hamblet@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:38 PM

Rettew, Annie Concord, NH
abrettew@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:43 PM

Nugent, Mike Antrim, NH
m.pol@tmne.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 9:05 PM

Damon, Claudia Concord, NH
cordsdamon@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 9:24 PM

Perencevich, Ruth Concord, NH
rperence@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 9:32 PM

Vincent, Laura Loudon, NH
lvlauravincent5@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 9:35 PM

Young, David Swanzey, NH
teknogk@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 9:40 PM

Burt, Rep John Goffstown, NH
john.burt@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Hillsborough 39 Support No No 4/26/2021 9:41 PM

Richman, Susan Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 9:55 PM
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Morris, Steve Derry, NH
Codehound@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 10:13 PM

Marovich, Anthony Keene, NH
armarovich@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 10:21 PM

gagnon, paul manchester, NH
p.adrian.gagnon@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 10:28 PM

Salafia, Michael NH, NH
mfsalafia@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 12:07 AM

Neal, robert new Ipswich, NH
robertmneal93@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 8:45 AM

Spiller, Emilee New Ipswich, NH
emileespiller@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 8:59 AM

Brennan, Nancy Weare, NH
burningnan14@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 6:23 AM

Gordon, Laurie Weare, NH
Lmgord23@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 6:47 AM

Gordon, Margaret Weare, NH
Megordon98@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 6:57 AM

Gedaminski, John Newbury, NH
J32080@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 7:05 AM

Straiton, Marie Pembroke, NH
M.straiton@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 7:21 AM

Satterfield, Peter Pembroke, NH
Psatterfield@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 7:22 AM

Baird, Cathryn Newport, NH
freewillfarm@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 7:41 AM

PEZZULLO,
RAYMOND

Bartlett, NH
rpezzullo@twc.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 3:15 PM

Hackmann, Kent Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 12:34 PM

Toner, Travis Belmont, NH
Travistoner@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 3:23 PM

King, Peter Farmington, NH
pking_wp@tds.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 3:38 PM

Hunt, Randall Amherst, NH
propertyfast@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 3:38 PM
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Laker-Phelps, Gail NH, NH
lpsart@tds.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 3:47 PM

Wazir, Safiya Merrimack, NH
s.wazir@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official My Constituents Oppose No No 4/27/2021 5:11 PM

Chamberlain,
Michael

Hooksett, NH
lrgcar68@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 4:23 PM

Tabor, Sharyn Laconia, NH
stabor138@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 11:27 PM

Tabor, Sandy Laconia, NH
tabor138@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 11:43 PM

Quinn, Gavin Manchester, NH
gavinquinn18@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 5:18 PM

Hiland, Rick Albany, NH
rhiland@myfairpoint.net

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 5:41 PM

Graham, Nancy West Lebanon, NH
nancygraham806@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 1:00 PM

Curtis, Harold Conway, NH
halcurtis@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 1:17 PM

Torpey, Jeanne Concord, NH
jtorp51@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 7:48 PM

Garrison, John Lancaster, NH
johnagarrison@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 2:23 PM

Burton, Jesse Merrimack, New Hampshire, NH
jesselburton@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 2:32 PM

Lekas, Tony Hudson, NH
Rep.Tony.Lekas@gmail.com

An Elected Official Hillsborough 37 Support No No 4/26/2021 3:39 PM

Zurmuhlen, Max Alstead, NH
Maxzurmuhlen@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 3:46 PM

Jones, Judah Salisbury, NH
judahjones.home@gmail.home

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 5:10 PM

Bender, Jon Grafton, NH
jonqprivate@juno.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 6:03 PM

Raymond, Gary Derry, NH
geglnh@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 6:10 PM

Etlinger, Joe Brookline,NH 03033, NH
joeetlinger@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 6:17 PM
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Haley, Dan Somersworth, NH
dhaley191@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 6:50 PM

Martein, Michael Raymond, NH
shatigeerdcrew@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 6:24 PM

Ringleben, Kurt Kingston, NH
Kringleben@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 7:42 PM

Zimmer, Julie Peterborough, NH
juliecorkzim@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 8:02 PM

Falk, Cheri Wilton, NH
Falk.cj@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 8:12 PM

Dooley, Joleen Bedford, NH
Joleen35@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 8:23 PM

See, Alvin Loudon, NH
absee@4Liberty.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 9:05 PM

Wood, Zephan Concord, NH
zephanw@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 12:52 AM

Holz, Nelson Concord, NH
nelsonholz@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 12:53 AM

Galvan De La Riva,
Gaby

Concord, NH
gggabygalvan@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 12:59 AM

Zaengllein, Barbara Amherst, NH
bzaenglein@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 2:09 AM

Zaenglein, Eric Amherst, NH
henley11@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 2:12 AM

Campbell, Leonard Meredith, NH
LSoup03@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 9:58 PM

Pérez, María Milford, NH
mariaeli63@gmail.com

An Elected Official District 23 Oppose No No 4/27/2021 10:02 PM

Aranzabal, Luis Milford, NH
luisaranzabal40@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 10:04 PM

Koch, Helmut Concord, NH
helmut.koch.2001@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 10:08 PM

Rankin, Don Wilton, NH
diggindawgsgw@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 8:26 AM

Horrigan, Rep.
Timothy

Durham, NH
timothy.horrigan@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Strafford 6 Oppose No No 4/27/2021 10:57 PM
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shaw, james Newton, NH
jimshaw007@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No Yes 4/27/2021 11:00 PM

Lee, Cody Marlborough, NH
cody.s.lee@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/27/2021 11:06 PM

Harriott-Gathright,
Linda

Nashua, NH
linda.HarriottGathright@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official My Constituents Oppose No No 4/27/2021 11:10 PM

Dostie, Donald Colebrook, NH
dadostietrucking@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:20 AM

Ballentine, John M Nashua, NH
mikeb@btine.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:24 AM

Tuthill, Mark Woodsville, NH
mlt1968@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:24 AM

Naylor, Claire Peterborough, NH
cnaylor714@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:27 AM

Sherman, George Gorham, NH
George@northwoodsworks.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:29 AM

Sherman, Rachel Gorham, NH
Gesherman063@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:29 AM

Sherman, Bruce Gorham, NH
Campcook063@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:30 AM

Fysh, Brenton Pittsburg, NH
sevengrandkidz@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 7:02 AM

Gawlowicz, Edward BEDFORD, NH
gawlowicz1@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 7:04 AM

Platt, Elizabeth-Anne CONCORD, NH
lizanneplatt09@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 7:05 AM

Mitchell, Karen Mont Vernon, NH
kmitchell5@myfairpoint.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 8:14 AM

Townsend, Jean Canaan, NH, NH
jeanclarktownsend@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 8:21 AM

Turgeon, Janelle Merrimack, NH
cturgeon2@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No Yes 4/28/2021 9:35 AM

Osborne, Jason Auburn, NH
houserepoffice@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 8:51 AM

Acevedo, Arllen Candia, NH
nawk@use.startmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 8:51 AM
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Barry, Brian Salem, NH
bazzo4003@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 8:55 AM

Kelman, J Bedford, NH
jeffjkelman@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 9:08 AM

Liberman, SHeryl Merrimack, NH
saml54@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 9:09 AM

Coffey, Gerry Wilton, NH
gerrycoffey123@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 10:26 AM

Miramonti, Michael Derry, NH
imortalemporer8@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No Yes 4/28/2021 10:27 AM

Hinebauch, Mel Concord, NH
melhinebauch@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 10:28 AM

Mennella, Alexandra Hooksett, NH
am88@fastmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 10:35 AM

Roy, Terry Deerfield, NH
Terry.roy@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 11:31 AM

Driscoll, Robert Derry, NH
rdpro50@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 12:00 PM

Parker, Susan Greenland, NH
parkersusan777@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/28/2021 1:30 PM

Istel, Claudia Acworth, NH
claudia@sover.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 11:48 PM

Josephson, Helina Canaan, NH
helinahappy@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 12:58 PM

Jones, Andrew Pembroke, NH
arj11718@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 3:56 PM

Devore, Gary Pembroke, NH
torin_asheron@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 3:56 PM

Holt, David Somersworth, NH
davholt@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/28/2021 4:29 PM

Murray, Jeff Hampton, NH
jmurray@easternia.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 3:57 PM

Merrill, William Seabrook, NH
bnwyrm@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 4:08 PM

King, Seth Whitefield, NH
elkingrey@dailyanarchist.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:38 PM
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Menard, Jacob Newton, NH
Jakemenard@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:42 PM

Kulak, Michael Dunbarton, NH
mikekulak31@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:47 PM

Feener, Chris Londonderry, NH
cmfeener@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:50 PM

Byers, Stephen Lisbon, NH
northwdsnh@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:50 PM

Gerow, Gwen New Ipswich, NH
Ggerow3@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:52 PM

Silber, Rep Norm Gilford, NH
njs@silbersnh.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:54 PM

Crowe, Christopher Littleton, NH
Jacob_2575@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:55 PM

Wong, Andrew Dover, NH
andrew.wong556@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:58 PM

McDonough, Nancy Manchester, NH
Nancimcd@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 8:58 PM

whitty, mark Center Conway, NH
bikekanc@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:00 PM

Kesner, Seth Kingston, NH
Kesnerhart@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:03 PM

Richard, Gary Berlin, NH
garyr3531@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:11 PM

Griffin, Kevin North Conway, NH
kgriffin6@roadrunner.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:13 PM

Chorney, Nathan Merrimack, NH
Nschorney@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:34 PM

Cohen, Nathan Manchester, NH
natecohen@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:36 PM

Fecteau, Eric Laconia, NH
wddust007@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:49 PM

McFarlin, Eric New Durham, NH
ericmcfarlin69@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 10:32 PM

Fendelander, John Pelham, NH
jfendelander@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 1:14 AM
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Cleveland, Jacob Derry, NH
gymnast98j@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 1:18 AM

Mullarkey, William Nottingham, NH
Bmllrky@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 1:22 AM

Gierko, Stefan Claremont, NH
Sgierko@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 4:43 AM

Sheehan, Vanessa MILFORD, NH
vsheehan16@yahoo.com

An Elected Official Hillsborough District 23-Milford Oppose No No 4/22/2021 9:24 AM

Walter, James Merrimack, NH
walter1579@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 10:10 PM

Domenico, William Manchester, NH
bill@resunltd4u.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 10:11 PM

Michael, Graham Kingston, NH
mikegraham7575@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 10:17 PM

Russell, Rick Salem, NH
rjr4guy@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Neutral No No 4/22/2021 11:16 PM

Meyette, Brian Cornish, NH
bmeyette@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 11:18 PM

Arney, Maurice Canaan, NH
mwarney@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 5:12 AM

SANTORO, ADAM BELMONT, NH
adamjamessantoro@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 5:37 AM

Stefanik, Steven Manchester, NH
Steven_Stefanik@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 5:45 AM

McCutcheon, Josh Henniker, NH
cutch.j@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 6:10 AM

Pringle, Brian Enfield, NH
pmfamily@ymail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:08 AM

Potucek, John Derry, NH
potucek1@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 4:20 PM

Blum, Benjamin Somersworth, NH
benjammin4x4@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 6:51 AM

Popowich, Stephen Keene, NH
popowich0@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:24 AM

LOTHROP,
CHARLES

NASHUA, NH
clothrop2001@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:25 AM
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Horvath, Oliver Sullivan, NH
troliver.horvath@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 8:06 AM

Anderson, Richrd Alstead, NH
Andersonrich@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 9:27 AM

butterfield, jack epsom, NH
jack@oxy-gon.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 9:27 AM

Desmarais, Dean Dover, NH
deanrd@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 9:44 AM

Handley, Greg Exeter, NH
Greg.handley @comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 9:46 AM

Eaton, Jason Hooksett, NH
jasonaeaton@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 10:42 AM

Lave, E. Michael Nashua, NH
emlave@earthlink.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 11:08 AM

Smith, Scott Concord, NH
scottsmith62@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 11:30 AM

Rowley, Martin Amherst, NH
mrowley6@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:56 PM

Miner, Seth Hopkinton, NH
Seth.Miner34@icloud.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:56 PM

garnett, ronald gilford, NH
soup31314@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 3:39 AM

woodward, jc Fitzwilliam, NH
jc@Clockery.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:34 AM

Marchesi, Jenifer Alstead, NH
jtmarchesi@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 9:09 AM

Hale NH, Kevin Swanzey, NH
Kevinhale1314@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 12:42 PM

Jones, Larry Peterborough, NH
yosoybean@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 4:40 PM

Tasker, Richard Wolfeboro, NH
dick@thetaskerfamily.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 9:25 PM

hall, Charles wilton, NH
hddevelopmentllc@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 10:41 PM

Goyette, Colin Hudson, NH
goyettec@msn.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 12:51 AM
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Brooks, Thomas Hooksett, NH
Tombrooks45@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:45 AM

Walker, Carl Wilton, NH
asicverify@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:48 AM

Forbes, Alan Portsmouth, NH
alanforbes@outlook.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 9:18 AM

Vail, Suzanne Nashua, NH
Suzanne.vail@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Hillsborough County 30 Oppose No No 4/24/2021 9:36 AM

Donovan, Robert Pelham, NH
bd193m@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 6:56 AM

Di Nitto, RJ Sanbornton, NH
rjdn4@msn.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/22/2021 11:42 PM

cardillo, John Center Conway, NH
johncardillo1122@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 2:01 PM

Donovan, Joanne Pelham, NH
jojodonovan727@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 6:59 AM

Telerski, Laura Nashua, NH
Laura.Telerski@Leg.State.NH.US

An Elected Official Hillsborough 35 Oppose No No 4/25/2021 12:53 PM

Mombourquette,
Donna

New Boston, NH
donna4hills5@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/25/2021 1:37 PM

Almy, Susan Lebanon, NH
susan.almy@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/25/2021 3:15 PM

Sutherland, Claude Plainfield, NH
script@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/23/2021 7:16 AM

hoyt, johnathan derry, NH
veditrevengee@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No Yes 4/25/2021 4:37 PM

Rainville, Brendan Plaistow, NH
brainv24@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 6:12 PM

Klingler, John Salem, NH
redhed2020@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:52 AM

Garvey, Michael Merrimack, NH
mjgarvey79@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:56 AM

Shanley, Paul Epping, NH
p.shanley@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 10:15 AM

Tucker, Juan Hampton, NH
tuckerjuan@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 1:49 PM
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White, Robert Claremont, NH
robertwhitejr823@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 8:44 AM

Turgeon, Christopher Merrimack, NH
cturgeon2@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 12:19 PM

Kelman, Jeffrey Bedford, NH
jeffjkelman@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 2:48 PM

Moon, Leon TILTON, NH
alanmoon2002@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 2:53 PM

Dunn, Keegan Weare, NH
Gummac123@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 2:54 PM

Casino, Joanne Concord, NH
joannecasino@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/24/2021 11:28 AM

Cornell, Patricia Manchester, NH
Cornell49@comcast.net

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/25/2021 7:22 PM

Lowery, John TROY, NH
jwlowery@frontiernet.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 12:01 PM

Lewis, Farish Manchester, NH
f_lew@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 12:03 PM

Stapleton, Walter Claremont, NH
waltstapleton@comcast.net

An Elected Official Constituents Oppose No No 4/23/2021 1:29 PM

DeSoto, Alexander RINDGE, NH
desoto.cap@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 7:39 PM

Kelman, Michelle Bedford, NH
michellejkelman@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 10:37 AM

Stevens,
Representative Deb

Nashua, NH
debstevens4ward7@gmail.com

An Elected Official My 10K constituents Oppose No No 4/25/2021 8:57 PM

Isabelle, Derek Epping, NH
nycf350@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/23/2021 5:54 PM

Tatone, John Sugar Hill, NH
jtdc@myfairpoint.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 3:46 PM

Bruce, Susan Concord, NH
susanb.red@mac.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/25/2021 4:50 PM

Gisel, Blair Bedford, NH
blair.gisel@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:06 PM

Earl, Dale Hudson, NH
dalecearl@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:07 PM
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Fleming, Robert Nashua, NH
rcfleming3@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:12 PM

Tyszka, Matthew Newport, NH
mattcol@aol.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:14 PM

McBride, Donald Epsom, NH
dpmma9@verizon.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:16 PM

EWING, DONALD MEREDITH, NH
DJEWING@ATT.NET

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:17 PM

Simpson, Kevin Pelham, NH
K250R87@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:22 PM

McConnell, James Swanzey, NH
mcc988@icloud.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:32 PM

Nesbitt, Jeffrey Swanzey, NH
pilgrim@myfairpoint.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:34 PM

Vincent, Mark Amherst, NH
vincentmark@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:34 PM

Dontonville, Roger Enfield, NH
rdontonville@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/25/2021 10:15 PM

Friedrich, William Litchfield, NH
spds4ever@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 11:02 PM

Kelley, Eamon Berlin, NH
eamon.kelley@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Coos 3 Oppose No No 4/25/2021 11:24 PM

SULLIVAN, GARY LONDONDERRY, NH
hmebuildr@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 4:20 AM

Hamer, Heidi Manchester, NH
hhamer59@aol.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/25/2021 11:48 AM

Grassie, Chuck Rochester, NH
chuck.grassie@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Strafford 11 Oppose No No 4/25/2021 6:52 PM

Farrell, Thomad Seabrook, NH
tfarrell88@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 6:58 PM

Thibaudeau, Michael Jaffrey, NH
M.Thibaudeau@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 5:47 AM

Greenwood, Ronald Merrimack, NH
rngrnwd@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 6:26 AM

Curtis, Jeffrey Hampton, NH
jintsman@protonmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 6:31 AM
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Tucker, Katherine Wilmot, NH
katherine.s.tucker@valley.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 7:15 AM

Lambert, Scott Newmarket, NH
snjl67@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 7:16 AM

Koble, Bruce Thornton, NH
Bruce.koble@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 7:18 AM

Flynn, Bryan MERRIMACK, NH
flynnbryan369@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 7:21 AM

Houle, Scott Springfield, NH
scotthoule@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 7:24 AM

Kozlowski,
Christopher

Farmington, NH
kozman@metrocast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:42 PM

Delea, Gregg BRENTWOOD, NH
gdelea@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:44 PM

Murphy, Bob Belmont, NH
rpm48@earthlink.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 9:52 PM

Markle, Dan Hillsborough, NH
dmarkle42@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 10:07 PM

Shyne, Kevin Milan, NH
kshyne53@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 10:35 PM

Gilman,
Representative Julie

Exeter, NH
julie.gilman@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Exeter Oppose No No 4/25/2021 10:41 PM

Anthony, Eric Auburn, NH
anthonyduo@earthlink.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/25/2021 11:54 PM

Weyler, Ken Kingston, NH
kweyler@aol.com

An Elected Official Rock 13 Support No No 4/26/2021 10:40 AM

Levell, Michelle Auburn, NH
mlevell@hotmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 10:45 AM

Headley, David Bradford, NH
Davidk.headley@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 11:05 AM

Bean, Michael Rye, NH
Beanmi@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 11:17 AM

Dontonville, Anne Enfield, NH
Adontonville@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:14 AM

Weston, Joyce NH, NH
jweston14@roadrunner.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:18 AM
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Smith, Suzanne Hebron, NH
zanne719@gmail..com

An Elected Official Grafton 8 Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:38 AM

Rogers, Rep
Katherine

Concord, NH
katbeep@icloud.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:39 AM

Bartlett, Rep Christy Concord, NH
christydbartlett@gmail.com

An Elected Official Merrimack 19 Oppose No No 4/26/2021 8:42 AM

Noyes, Andrew Bethlehem, NH
andynoyes123@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 8:51 AM

Bixby, Peter Dover, NH
peter.bixby@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 9:02 AM

Moreau, David Hillsboro, NH
dukemoreau2001@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 9:22 AM

Booras, Hon.
Efstathia

nashua, NH
efstathiab73@gmail.com

An Elected Official Constituents Oppose No No 4/26/2021 10:10 AM

Evans, Earl Salem, NH
earlevans@comcast.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 10:15 AM

Lucas, Janet Campton, NH
janluca1953@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 10:22 AM

Melanson, Lawrence Webster, NH
lmelanso@tds.net

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/26/2021 10:37 AM

Reed, Barbara North Swanzey, NH
BDReed74@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 4/27/2021 12:31 AM

Carr, Christopher Newmarket, NH
northstar_36@yahoo.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 11:34 AM

Carpenter, George Deering, NH
43north@gmail.com

A Member of the
Public

Myself Support No No 4/26/2021 11:52 AM

Pinard, Raymond Concord, NH
ray@raypinard.com
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Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: M Levell
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 1:44:57 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: pass SB 141 relative to conducting firearm background checks
Importance: Normal

Dearhonorablem em bersoftheHouseCrim inalJusticeandP ublicS afety Com m ittee,

M y nam eisM ichelleL evellandIam aresidentofAuburn,N H.P leaseacceptthisforthebill’srecordas
m y testim ony.

Iam insupportofS B 141 becauseN ew Ham pshire’s“ gunline” operatedby thestatepoliceisinefficient
andineffective.

Accordingtotw oauditsby theFBI’sBureau ofAlcohol,T obacco,andFirearm s,theN H Departm entof
S afety’sgunlinew asfoundtohavew ronginform ationover27% ofthetim e.T hethresholdofIntegrity of
N ICS IndexR ecordsP olicy is10% .P erhapsw orseistheAT FfindingthatN H GunL inepersonnelw ere
discoveredtohaveactually m isusedtheiraccesstoN ICS inform ationfornon-gunrelatedpurposes.

Also,becausetheN H courtsdonotalw ayshavefullrecordsaccessibletotheN H GunL ine,over170,000
N H residentshave“ activerecords” intheN ICS system andw ouldbeautom atically deniedpurchaseofa
firearm sim ply becausetheirnam eorotheridentifyinginform ationissim ilartoaprohibitedperson.T his
isguilty untilproveninnocent.

T hatisunacceptable,particularly sow henitconcernstheability toexerciseaconstitutionalrightandm ay
involveaperson’sability toprotecthim orherselfandlovedones.

Iurgethecom m itteetopassS B 141 andhavefirearm backgroundcheckscom pletedby anagency that
getsthejobdonecorrectly andinatim ely m anner.

mailto:mlevell@hotmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:36:31 PM
From: Pamela Keilig
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 10:06:09 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Cc: Karen Karwocki
Subject: NHCADSV Testimony for SB141
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
NHCADSV Testimony_SB141_04-28-2021.pdf ;

Good Morning Members of the Criminal Justice & Public Safety Committee,

Attached please find my written testimony in opposition to SB141, relative to the procedure for conducting
firearm background checks.

Thank you so much for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important issue, and I look forward to
answering any questions you might have.

Pamela

Pamela Keilig she/her

Public Policy Specialist
NH Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence
100 North Main Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301
Direct Line: (603) 715-8789 | Cell: (603) 219-8474

nhcadsv.org

mailto:pkeilig@nhcadsv.org
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Karen.Karwocki@leg.state.nh.us







 







 


 







 


 


 







 







Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:36:32 PM
From: Richard W. Head
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 2:46:48 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Cc: Bob Giuda; Quinn, Robert; McQuade, Michael (Michael.J.McQuade@DOS.NH.GOV);
Cassidy, Nancy (Nancy.L.Cassidy@DOS.NH.GOV)
Subject: SB 141 (relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks)
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
SB141 Dept Safety and Judicial Branch Joint Testimony.pdf ;

GoodafternoonChairm anAbbasandm em bersoftheHouseCrim inalJusticeandP ublicS afety
Com m ittee. Attachedisthejointw rittentestim ony oftheDepartm entofS afety andtheJudicialBranch
w ithregardtoS B 141. W hilew edonottakeapositiononthebill’spolicy,w edow anttoprovidethis
factualinform ationtotheCom m itteeasitconsidersthebill. IhavealsocopiedS enatorGiudaw hoisthe
sponsorofthebill.

IexpectIw illbeattendingW ednesday’shearing,asw illrepresentativesfrom theDepartm entofS afety.
S houldyou haveany questionsbeforethehearing,pleasedonothesitatetoreachouttom e.

T hankyou.

R ichard

R ichardW .Head
Governm entAffairsCoordinator
N ew Ham pshireJudicialBranch
O neGraniteP lace,S uiteN 400
Concord,N H 03301
rhead@ courts.state.nh.us
Directdial:603-415-0779
Cell:603-716-8235

mailto:RHead@courts.state.nh.us
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Bob.Giuda@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Robert.L.Quinn@DOS.NH.GOV
mailto:Michael.J.McQuade@DOS.NH.GOV
mailto:Nancy.L.Cassidy@DOS.NH.GOV



SENATE BILL 141- PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTING FIREARM BACKGROUND 
CHECKS 


 


JOINT WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY  


AND THE NEW HAMPSHIRE JUDICIAL BRANCH 


 


Background 


 In 1993, with the passage of the federal Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act (“Brady 


Act”), the State of New Hampshire began conducting criminal background checks and screening 


all commercial handgun sales within the state. The Department of Safety (“DOS”) was charged 


to review its criminal history records and any protective order records in its possession to 


determine if a potential buyer or transferee was prohibited from receipt or possession of a 


handgun pursuant to state or federal law or protective order under RSA 173-B:6.  


 With the development and passing of the federal National Instant Criminal Background 


Check System (“NICS”) in 1998, the State transitioned its existing firearms criminal record 


check from a pure state program to a Partial Point of Contact (“PPOC”) for the FBI/NICS.  







2 
 


 RSA 159-D permits the Department of Safety to become a PPOC for commercial sales of 


handguns by federal firearm licensees (“FFL”) within New Hampshire. As the PPOC, DOS 


conducts the firearm background check for FFL transactions within New Hampshire concerning 


the sale of handguns. The searches are conducted by the Permits & Licensing unit within DOS’s 


Justice Information Bureau, which is generally referred to as the Gun Line. 


 In addition to searches initiated FFL sale, Gun Line conducts searches in response to 


petitions for return of firearms filed with the courts. In cases where a party has been ordered to 


relinquish his or her weapons, and the prohibition is subsequently lifted, the party is entitled to 


file a petition for return of the weapons being held. Before guns are returned, however, a 


background check is performed by the Gun Line at the request of the courts.  


 Since 2012, the Gun Line has averaged between approximately 3,500 – 4,900 searches 


per month. In 2020, the number of handgun purchases began to rise, with a high of 11,930 in 


March 2020. In the first 3 months of 2021, the Gun Line averaged approximately 8,000 searches 


per month. 


Differences between Gun Line and FBI Searches 


 Because of the way background checks have evolved in New Hampshire, Gun Line taps 


into multiple resources when conducting background checks, including: 


 NICS system searches. This is the only search that would be conducted by an FBI 
search. When a NICS background check is initiated, a prospective firearm purchaser’s 
name and descriptive information is searched against the records maintained in three 
national databases: (1) the Interstate Identification Index (“III”, commonly referred to as 
“Triple-I”), which contains criminal history records if a fingerprint was obtained; (2) the 
National Crime Information Center (“NCIC”), which contains records regarding wanted 
persons, protection orders, deported felons, and other matters; and (3) the NICS Index, 
which contains records regarding all violation, misdemeanor and felony convictions 
regardless of fingerprint support, which are disqualifiers for federal and state firearm 
convictions.  
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In addition to the NICS system that FBI would search, Gun Line would search these additional 


databases: 


 Administrative Office of the Courts no known birthday list. This list consists primarily of 
protective orders issued in civil cases where the petitioner does not know the birthday of 
the defendant. Until the birthday is obtained, the case would not show up on an FBI NICS 
search. There are on average approximately 50-70 cases on this list at any particular time. 
 


 Administrative Office of the Courts emergency domestic violence orders and criminal 
bail protective order list. This list is a temporary list of names which have not yet been 
entered into a NICS database.  
 


 Other state inquiry. This occurs when NICS indicates a state-reported felony arrest 
without a disposition. If it were a FBI search and not a Gun Line search, the FBI would 
not conduct a follow up inquiry of the State. While the NICS search alone could result in 
a disqualifier, the Gun Line’s follow-up with the state at issue may provide information 
that results in a finding the purchaser is qualified to purchase. 
 


 DOS case database. This is a search of all cases in the DOS database. Because this 
database pre-dates the Brady Act, there may be matters in the DOS database that would 
not appear in a NICS only search. A hit on the New Hampshire database may require 
further investigation to determine the disposition from the court or to obtain other 
information to determine if it results in a disqualification. 
 


 Because there are errors or incomplete records in the NICS system, the searches 


conducted by the Gun Line are more complete, and victims of domestic violence can be placed at 


risk.  In addition, the Gun Line process may either result in a finding that someone is qualified 


where a search of NICS only may have indicated the individual was disqualified, or a 


disqualification when the individual does not appear on a NICS only search but does have a 


protective order shown in one of the State’s databases. For example, a search of the NICS system 


may show a felony arrest in Georgia, which would be a disqualifier if the FBI were conducting 


the search, but an inquiry with Georgia could reveal the case was subsequently dismissed but the 


NICS system was not updated.  


 The difference in an FBI search versus a Gun Line search is depicted in the following 


figures: 







4 
 


 


 







5 
 


 


 As is depicted in these diagrams, by limiting background searches to the NICS system, 
there are multiple opportunities lost to either (1) identify a disqualifying event; or (2) correct an 
event that a NICS check indicates is disqualifying where further research demonstrates the 
person is qualified.  
 


Other Protections Not Included in SB 141 
 
RSA 169-C (Child Protection Act Protective Orders) and RSA 597 (criminal bail protective 
orders) not included 
 
 In addition to the database searches that would be by-passed under SB 141, the bill does 
not authorize the courts to input data under all statutes where a protective order may be issued. 
As passed by the Senate, HB 141, Section 3, provides “IV. Any temporary or final court order 
requiring the relinquishment of firearms or prohibiting the possession of firearms under RSA 
173-B or RSA 633:3-a shall, within 24 hours of issuance, be submitted by the court into the 
NICS system directly or, alternatively, be transmitted to the New Hampshire department of 
safety to be added to the NICS system within 24 hours of receipt.” In addition to RSA 173-B and 
RSA 633:32-a, protective orders can be issued under RSA 169-C (Child Protection Act) and 
RSA 597 (criminal bail protective orders).  
 
RSA 173-B:5, X-a notice is not included 
 
 In the event a criminal records check conducted by Gun Line indicates that a potential 
buyer or transferee is prohibited by a protective order from receipt or possession of a firearm, 
RSA 173-B:5, X-a requires that DOS notify the administrative office of the courts (“AOC”) of 
the denial. The AOC must then immediately notify the plaintiff that the defendant has attempted 
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to purchase or obtain a firearm in violation of the protective order. Under the proposed SB 141 
process, there is no process for the AOC to receive the notification. 
 
 This notice is not a mere procedural notice. In one instance, for example, Plaintiff and 
Defendant were married with one child in common. Defendant strangled the Plaintiff to the point 
of unconsciousness on more than one occasion resulting in multiple arrests. Plaintiff obtained a 
final RSA 173-B order of protection against Defendant after he was arrested for attempting to 
drive her and their child off the road and threatened to kill them. He was later criminally 
convicted based upon those actions. Thereafter, the protective order was extended twice for good 
cause because Defendant repeatedly attempted to contact Plaintiff in violation of the order of 
protection and had third parties threaten Plaintiff. In addition, the parties had a related parenting 
case where the Defendant’s parenting time was limited because Defendant refused to participate 
in court-ordered counseling. In 2015, Defendant was served with an extension of the DV order 
which continued the protective order, including the firearms provision. A year before the order 
was set to expire, Defendant attempted to purchase a handgun. DOS notified the AOC who 
informed Plaintiff of the attempted purchase and referred to her to a domestic violence crisis 
center and the local police department for assistance with safety planning. 
 
Protective orders with no date of birth 
  
 The Judicial Branch maintains a list of civil protective orders that include a firearms 
prohibition but lack the defendant’s date of birth. This list is sent at the end of each business day 
to the Gun Line. The individuals on this list are prohibited from purchasing a firearm but their 
names will not appear in a NICS check because those checks rely on a date of birth to match the 
record with the purchaser. Once the dates of birth are received, the case is inputted into the 
federal system and the name is removed from the Judicial Branch list. 


 
Because these are typically protective orders arising out of a civil filing, the Plaintiff may 


not have a personal relationship with the defendant and does not have personal information about 
the defendant. For example, in one case, Plaintiff worked at a hair salon. A patron of the salon 
asked the Plaintiff out on a date, and she refused. He began showing up and sitting in the waiting 
area without an appointment. The owner of the salon told the patron that he was no longer 
welcome at the establishment. He began waiting outside the salon and yelled obscenities at the 
plaintiff on more than one occasion. After about a month of this, he yelled “Bitch, stop ignoring 
me or you’re going to regret it.”  That night the Plaintiff’s car was parked outside her home and 
it was vandalized and her salon’s business card was left under the windshield wiper. Plaintiff did 
not know defendant’s date of birth when she filed for a protective order. A temporary stalking 
order was granted, the police were able to serve the defendant several days later and obtain the 
defendant’s date of birth. During that intervening week, after a NICS only search, Defendant 
would have been able to purchase a handgun, despite the validly issued protective order 
prohibiting possession of a firearm.  


 
In another example, Plaintiff filed for a stalking order against her boyfriend’s former 


partner. The Plaintiff was several months pregnant when the Defendant began sending her 
harassing messages via Facebook. The day that the petition was filed, the Defendant appeared at 
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the store where the Plaintiff worked and stated “I’m going to kill you and take that baby, it 
should have been mine.”  The Plaintiff immediately left work and filed for the petition. She did 
not know the Defendant’s date of birth. 


 
Steps Taken to Improve Gun Line Customer Service 


 
 Both in 2019 and 2020, the Gun Line realized drastic increases in the number of queries 
that were received from the over 400 hundred FFLs throughout the state, with over 86,000 
checks being processed in 2020 alone, which represented to a 63% increase over 2019. Wait 
times during the majority of 2020 consisted of 24-72 hours before a response was returned to the 
FFL. Although this 72-hour threshold was acceptable when considering the fact that the Gun 
Line is statutorily permitted 72 hours to process a check, this time-frame was not beneficial from 
a customer service (Gun Dealer or ”FFL”) standpoint. Additionally, during 2020, personnel 
assigned to the Permits and Licensing Unit and the Gun Line consisted of 7 full time employees 
(including the unit supervisor).  


 In March 2020, when the COVID-19 Pandemic began, the Gun Line processed 11,930 
gun checks, with buyers experiencing a 24-72 hour waiting period before a disposition was 
communicated to a FFL. This increase in checks in March of 2020 represented an increase of 
approximately 123% increase compared to the previous month. Subsequently, the unit responded 
by adding additional staff, to include 1 civilian and 6 Troopers, to help with the research of 
queries placed in a “Delayed” status and improve processing times.  Since that time, numerous 
Troopers and civilian staff members have been temporarily and intermittently assigned to assist 
on the Gun Line, and training for these personnel has been provided.  


 In December 2020, the Commissioner implemented a new Gun Line procedure that 
streamlined the Gun Line background check process. This redefined the scope of Gun Line 
checks to align with the FBI/NICS check process, in addition to a direct query of the NH 
Criminal History Record database and Domestic Orders of Protection files. Prior to this change 
in process, checks of state records from an individual’s place of birth and states from which a 
buyer claimed dual residency were included within the check.  Within weeks after implementing 
the new procedures, and based on the positive results the changes yielded, an 88-day expiration 
rule pertaining to all Gun Line queries placed in a delayed status was instituted. This change 
resulted in all delays older than 88-days becoming expired, which is also aligned with the delay 
policy that is followed by the FBI NICS section.  


 In January of 2021, at the recommendation of Executive Councilor David Wheeler, the 
Division of State Police began to work collaboratively with stakeholders to implement a new 
“Instant Check,” real-time, telephonic processing system. This process allowed for the respective 
FFLs to call-in checks directly to the Gun Line and receive a response within 2-3 minutes.  


 Initially, there were challenges associated with the implementation of the Instant Check 
system, as the existing phone system was not designed to sustain an increased volume.  In 
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response to this deficiency, in April 2021, the Gun Line implemented a new call-center software 
package, which allowed for additional call takers to respond to the high volume of calls received, 
which greatly increased efficiency and customer service.  


 Additionally, this new phone system has allowed for an even distribution of calls to all 
Gun Line employees assigned to the processing of Instant Checks. This system also allows for up 
to 400 calls to remain in the queue, thus eliminating the customer having to receive a busy signal 
and ultimately allowing the FFL to remain on hold for 15 minutes or less. 


 


 Additional process improvements have also been implemented, to include: temporarily 
assigning a full-time civilian employee to assist with the court petitions for return of firearms, 
which has resulted in these returns being processed efficiently; and, the production of a weekly 
“Dashboard” and numerous spreadsheets which track the progress of cases in a research mode, 
and allow for the monitoring of what are currently minimal wait times. 


 All of these positive improvements have essentially resulted in a reduction in the 
necessary research needed to review those queries placed in a “Delay” status. 
Furthermore, troopers assigned to the Gun Line have received training on necessary research, 
which has resulted in all queries that are placed in a “Delay” status are typically researched 
within the 24-hours of the query being placed in a “Delay” status.  


 In the near future we will be implementing a new “Gun Sales” application, which will 
replace the currently utilized antiquated applications. This new application will be the platform 
used to catapult the Gun Line into an e-check system and will reduce the amount of time that a 
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Gun Line employee must take to conduct a check, which in turn minimizes wait times or delays 
for the FFL and its customer. 


 The above listed improvements, in conjunction with the implementation of a more 
solvent work schedule to accommodate the seven-day a week operation, the Department of 
Safety’s Gun Line operation is more closely aligned with NICS stated purpose of providing an 
immediate determination of whether a commercial transaction would violate law.  


 


 







Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: Bob Di Meo
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 9:14:21 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: SB 141, relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks
Importance: Normal

DearCom m itteeM em bers,

IsupportthepassingofS B 141,relativetotheprocedureforconductingfirearm backgroundchecks.T he
currentsystem only addstim etotheprocessandnom eaningfuladditionalcheckstodeny unlaw ful
personsfrom obtainingfirearm s.The N H GunL ine"... is simply a Point of Contact (“POC”) for NICS,
meaning it is the 'intermediary'” betw eenaN H firearm slicensee/retailerandthefederalbackground
checksystem N ICS (N ationalInstantCrim inalBackgroundCheckS ystem )and must operate with the
guidelines established by the US Department of Justice.

AsIunderstandit,theDO Jhasrepeatedly foundthattheN H GunL ine violatedthoseguidelines. Assuch,
1000sofN H citizenshadbeenincorrectly deniedtheirfundam entalcivilrightsand,terrifying, incorrect
dataenteredintoN ICS throughtheN H GunL inehasleftthegoodnam esandreputationofasm any as
171,000 N H citizenstarnished.

Iurgeyou tovotethisoutofCom m itteeas“ O ughttoP ass”

R espectfully,

R obertDiM eo
14 Bayberry Ct.
Bedford,N H 03110

mailto:r.dimeo@comcast.net
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: Richard Russell
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 12:11:12 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Please vote to pass SB 141
Importance: Normal

___________________________________
Please vote SB 141 “ought to pass” I have personally experienced delays on several occasions with 4 to 5
days passing before I received a PROCEED to receive my firearm. The Federal NICS check number
approval has always been received within minutes before hanging up. Some law abiding residents of NH
sometimes travel over an hour to a store to purchase then after the unreasonable delay only to finally get
approved and have to travel the same drive time back to the store. I am under the understanding that the
State uses the same system as the Feds so why should it take that long for a response? Something is
definitely broken with our background checks and needs to be fixed ASAP and passing this and using the
Federal check will eliminate these delays. Not forgetting the State will save money by reducing staff
especially with zero cost to use the Feds NICS check. Thanks for your time and please vote SB 141 OTP.
RICK Russell
Salem,N.H.

mailto:rjr4guy@comcast.net
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: Sean List
Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 9:27:59 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Cc: ihuyett@nhcornerstone.org
Subject: Memo in response to Cornerstone regarding SB141
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
5.4.2021- Response to Cornerstone.pdf ;

Members of the Committee:

Attached please find my memo in response to Mr. Huyett’s letter regarding SB 141.  As
always, I am happy to answer any questions. 

Thank you.

Best,

S ean R.L ist,Esq.
Lehmann Major List, PLLC
6 Garvins Falls Road
Concord, NH 03301
(603)715-2516
(603)715-8882 (direct)

ATTENTION:  This message is intended only for the designated recipient(s).  It may contain
confidential or proprietary information and may be subject to the attorney-client privilege or
other confidentiality protections.  If you are not a designated recipient, you may not review, copy
or distribute this message.  If you receive this in error, please notify the sender by reply email and
delete this message.  Thank you.

mailto:sean@nhlawyer.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:ihuyett@nhcornerstone.org
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To:  Representative Daryl Abbas, Chair, and Members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee 


From: Sean R. List, Esq., Drafter of SB 141 


Date: May 4, 2021 


Re:  Response to Cornerstone on SB 141 
 
 
 
Members of the Committee: 
 
I have reviewed the letter submitted by Attorney Ian Huyett from Cornerstone.  As a litigator 
focusing on the area of state and federal firearms law, I would be remiss if I did not correct Mr. 
Huyett’s conflated and rudimentary understanding of the federal background check system and the 
issues at stake.   
 
The federal government maintains preemptory jurisdiction and authority over all firearms-related 
background checks in the United States. See 27 CFR § 478.102.  The New Hampshire Gun Line 
is simply a Point of Contact (“POC”) for NICS, meaning it is the “intermediary” between an FFL 
and NICS.  See 28 CFR § 25.2. Under no circumstance could the Gun Line overturn or disregard 
a federal NICS check result showing a firearm disqualifier.  NICS sets the floor for background 
checks and the Gun Line is only capable of performing extra checks in addition to, not instead of, 
the federally-required process.  See 28 CFR §25.6(e). The Gun Line whole-heartedly admits to 
performing such extra checks, despite no authority under state law.  
 
As I explained to Mr. Huyett, pursuant to 28 CFR §25.6(f), the gun line submits inquiries to NICS 
and receives response messages containing a consolidation of relevant records from NCIC, III, and 
the NICS Index.  The Gun Line’s ability to review these limited and consolidated records does not 
provide any additional authority to the Gun Line.  It seems that Mr. Huyett falsely believes that 
viewing the records is the equivalent of state control or discretion.  If he had sufficient knowledge 
of how this process works on the inside, as I do, he would know that every action taken by the Gun 
Line regarding the NICS portion of its checks is dictated by federal law.  In fact, the Gun Line is 
required to use the NICS Law Enforcement Reference Manual, published by the USDOJ and 
disseminated to POCs around the Country.   
 
The Gun Line’s lack of autonomy regarding NICS checks is actually embodied in federal law in 
multiple places including in the following portion of 28 CFR §25.6:  
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Mr. Huyett has overlooked the fundamental constitutional interests being violated by the Gun Line.  
He has disregarded the civil liberty infringements that Granite Staters have experienced over the 
past sixteen months through the Gun Line’s delays, lack of due process, and the unlawful 
withholding of constitutionally protected firearm property in relation to Court proceedings.  Rather 
than critically reviewing the civil rights violations actually occurring, Cornerstone is captivated by 
a conspiratorial mirage involving what the federal government might do in the future. 
 
The reasons to abolish the Gun Line are not grounded in “factual disputes” over process.  They are 
grounded in federalism and protecting the rights of our citizenry.  It is unacceptable for us to stand 
back while our state employees use our state tax dollars to enforce federal gun law.  It is even 
worse to spend our tax dollars on a bureaucratic effort to infringe constitutional rights.   
 
As stated in the New Hampshire Constitution: 
 


The doctrine of nonresistance against arbitrary power, and oppression, is 
absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind. 
Pt. 1, Art. 10 


 
Mr. Huyett said one thing I certainly agree with in his letter: “Cornerstone is not a firearms 
organization.”  Despite making this accurate statement, Cornerstone clearly believes that it 
understands firearms law and the liberty interests of gun owners to a higher degree than the NRA, 
NSSF, GOA, and Pro-Gun New Hampshire. Apparently, Cornerstone thinks it figured out issues 
upon first glance that seasoned firearms attorneys and advocates didn’t ascertain during the 
thousands of hours spent on SB 141.  Cornerstone is sorely mistaken.  
 
Law-abiding firearms owners and dealers all over the state implore you to stand with us.  Vote for 
SB 141.  Make the protection of the 2nd Amendment part of your legacy.  
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PS- Laura Loomer was denied a carry permit by the Florida Point of Contact System, not NICS 
directly.  A NICS check depicted that she was a prohibited person according to the database search, 
which is not surprising given her multiple arrests.   It is largely understood that she never appealed 
her denial to NICS or submitted a simple electronic request for her Identity History Summary from 
the FBI.  Instead, she made up the sensationalized story that she was on a secret federal “no-buy” 
list.   
 
 


 







Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:36:32 PM
From: Robert Neal
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 8:59:21 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: SB141 and SB154
Importance: Normal

Hello
I am writing today for my support of both bills SB141 and SB154.

SB141 creates an undue delay on our personal rights, and creates an unnecessary cost for the state.
The federal government has a system that is quick, effective, and surprisingly efficient. We should
use this system and allow the cash savings to go toward balancing the budget, and property tax
relief.

For SB154, I like the bill exactly as written. No p[resident should be able to abridge any right via
executive action.
I have heard some talk about a house rep adding in an amendment to prevent any NH state LEO
from enforcing federal gun control laws at all. This amendment, if added, would be an excellent
addition to the bill. NH's motto is "Live Free or Die", and that amendment would help us live up
to that motto.

Thank you!

--
Robert Neal
1-781-835-7261

mailto:robertmneal93@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: Alan Rice
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 5:59:40 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Follow up letter -- SB 141 Support
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
GOA-Support-SB141-House-FollowUp-Letter.pdf ;

DearCom m itteeM em bers,

Attachedpleasefindaletterw hichisintendedtoofferadditioninform ationonthereasonsw hy
GunO w nersofAm ericaisrecom m endingthattheCrim inalJusticeandP ublicS afety Com m ittee
voteS B 141 “ oughttopass” . P leasefeelfreetocontactm eifyou needany furtherinform ation.
M y localnum beris:603-320-1377

T hankyou foryou kindconsideration,

AlanM .R ice
Firearm sInstructor&
N ew Ham pshireS tateDirector
GunO w nersofAm erica
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May 5, 2021 


House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee 
 
Sent via email to: HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us 
 
RE: GOA Support for SB 141, further information 
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
May this find you all well.  This letter is a follow up to my April 26, 2021, letter and intended to 
provide additional information on why Gun Owners of America strongly supports SB 141 which 
will repeal the New Hampshire “gun line.”  
 
The “gun line” has proven, over many years, that it is unable to efficiently process requests for 
criminal records checks submitted by licensed firearms dealers.   
 
Many gun dealers have told us that when they contact the “gun line,” one of several things 
occurs.  Either they are told “we will call you back,” and then at some later time, the dealer is 
asked for the customer’s information (name, date of birth, etc.) 
 
Or the person who answers the phone takes the buyers information on the initial call and just 
says “we will call you back.”  When gun sales are not hitting record high volumes, the call back 
comes anywhere from 15 minutes to a few hours. 
 
Recently, we have begun to receive reports that the checks are now conducted while the dealer is 
on the phone and the checks are being processed quickly.  However, we have also learned that it 
can take anywhere from forty-five minutes to several hours to reach someone at the “gun line” 
who can process the request for a check. 
 
During the busy times we have observed over the past year, the hours turned into days and, in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the days turned into weeks and sometimes months.  This is far 
from instant and completely unacceptable — especially when compared to the FBI NICS system 
which typically gives a much quicker response than does the NHSP. 
 
The membership of Gun Owners of America includes many licensed firearms dealers and 
manufacturers. Most dealers have told me that for the past two and a half decades the New 
Hampshire “gun line” has been operated in this grossly inefficient manner — especially when 
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compared to the FBI NICS system which, again, typically gives a response in less than five 
minutes.  
 
For a gun buyer, a delay means the difference between being able to access a needed self-defense 
tool quickly. For a gun dealer, these long delays result in increased costs and lost business.  The 
owner of Shooters Outpost told me that he has over $100,000 in inventory waiting the state gun 
to approve for transfer to customers.   
 
Irrespective of what you may have heard or been told, the checks which are performed by the 
New Hampshire “gun line,” are in addition to not instead of FBI NICS.  What this means is that  
New Hampshire has a bifurcated system.  This means long gun buyers are checked by having the 
licensed gun dealer contacting the FBI NICS line directly.   
 
However, handguns are currently required to be approved by the New Hampshire “gun line” 
which is a state “point of contact” POC.  But, under federal regulations, the “gun line” is also 
required to contact the FBI.  What this means that there are two sets of bureaucrats in a position 
to ruin a handgun sale.  And the set of bureaucrats in Concord is increasingly taking months 
weeks and months to process transactions. 
 
If the NICS system is shut down, for any reason, there is no way that the New Hampshire “gun 
line” can approve or deny a gun sale.   Furthermore, the “gun line” cannot approve a sale that 
NICS has denied or will deny.   
 
This split system has provided gun dealers, buyers, advocates — and, most importantly, the bill 
sponsors — a fair comparison.  Universally, every firearms dealer who has taken the time to 
contact GOA has reported the FBI is fast and free of errors. And since this is a federal mandate, 
the checks are being performed by federal employees who are paid with federal tax dollars 
instead of state employees who are compensated with state tax dollars.  For your reference, I 
have attached a NICS Participation Map which shows that the majority of states utilize the fast 
and free FBI NICS System. 
 
On behalf of Gun Owners of America, and as a state resident, I am urging the Criminal Justice 
and Public Safety Committee to vote the version of SB 141 which was passed by the Senate, 
“ought to pass” without any amendments or changes.   
 
I respectfully request that this letter be included in the official records of SB 141. 
 
Thank you for your kind consideration.   
 
Very truly yours, 
 


 
Alan M. Rice 
New Hampshire State Director 
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Thirty-six Non Point-of-Contact (POC) states/territories do not have POC status. Federal Firearm Licensees (FFL) rely on the 
FBI for all firearm background checks by electronically accessing the NICS.


• Non POC states/territories: Alabama, Alaska, American Samoa, Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, District of
Columbia, Georgia, Guam, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Northern Mariana Islands,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Vermont, Virgin Islands,
West Virginia, and Wyoming.


Thirteen Full POC states have agencies acting on behalf of the NICS in a Full POC capacity. These POC states have designated 
agencies to conduct firearm background checks for FFLs in their respective state by electronically accessing the NICS.


• Full POC states: California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia.


Seven states are currently sharing responsibility with the FBI by acting as partial POCs. Partial POC states have agencies 
designated to conduct checks for handguns and/or handgun permits, while the FBI handles the processing of the state
transactions for long gun transfers.


• Four Partial POC states conduct handgun background checks and the FFLs contact the FBI for long gun background 
checks: Maryland, New Hampshire, Washington, and Wisconsin.


• Three Partial POC states issue handgun permits used for handgun background checks, and the FFLs contact the FBI 
for long gun background checks: Iowa, Nebraska, and North Carolina.


Twenty-five states have at least one Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF)-qualified alternate permit,
issued by a state or local agency.


• ATF-qualified alternate permit states: Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas,


Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio,


South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, West Virginia, and Wyoming.


Please refer to the latest Permanent Brady Permit Chart for specific permit details at <www.atf.gov/rules-and-


regulations/permanent-brady-permit-chart>.
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Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:41 PM
From: David Cuzzi
Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 4:37:47 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Sig Sauer Letter of Support - SB 141
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
Sig Sauer SB141 Letter of Support FINAL 04-27-2021.pdf ;

R epresentatives-

O nbehalfofS igS auer,pleaseseetheattachedletterfrom thecom pany insupportofS B 141,relativeto
theprocedureforconductingfirearm backgroundchecks. T hesecondpageoftheattachedP DFisa
com pany overview ,FYI.

P leaseletm eknow ifyou haveany questions. T hankyou foryourconsideration.

R espectfully S ubm itted,

DaveCuzzi

David Cuzzi, President
PROSPECT HILL STRATEGIES
M /O :603-716-0569
O ffice:72 N .M ainS t.,S te.201,Concord,N H 03301
M ail:P O Box 174,M anchester,N H 03105-0174
w w w .prospecthillstrategies.com

mailto:david.cuzzi@prospecthillstrategies.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us







COMPANY PROFILE | U.S.A.


FIREARMS • OPTICS • AMMNITION • SUPPRESSORS • AIRGUNS • TRAINING


®


SIG SAUER, INC. CORPORATE OFFICES, 72 PEASE BLVD. NEWINGTON, NH  03801
Copyright 2020 SIG SAUER, Inc. 


About SIG SAUER: 
• Training
• Proshop
• Since 1992
• 138 Acres


EPPING, NH
ACADEMY 


• Research & Development
• Engineering
• Manufacturing
• Since 1991
• 110K Square Feet


EXETER, NH
2 FACILITIES


• Manufacturing 
• Raw metal preparation
• Since 2014
• 92K Square Feet


DOVER, NH 
WAREHOUSE


Our U.S.A. Profi le:
•  8 locations in 3 States


•  Over 2,200 employees


•  200,000+ sq. ft. of American manufacturing


•  Veteran employer


•  ISO9001 Certifi ed


NEWINGTON, NH
WORLD HEADQUARTERS
• Corporate Offi ces
• Manufacturing
• Since 2013
• 230K Square Feet


• Manufacturing
• Research, Development & 
   Engineering
• Since 2015
• 35K Square Feet


WILSONVILLE, OR 
ELECTRO-OPTICS


In our state-of-the-art facilities across eight locations SIG SAUER® manufactures 


the fi nest fi rearms, electro-optics, ammunition, suppressors, and airguns, 


while also offering world-class fi rearms and tactical training at the SIG SAUER 


AcademySM.


At SIG SAUER we are driven by our relentless pursuit to manufacture products of 


unparalleled quality, an unwillingness to compromise, and an absolute refusal to 


settle. We are emboldened by our love of freedom and share the same passion and 


pride for our country as those who choose the SIG SAUER brand.


Regardless of whether a SIG SAUER product is being deployed on the battlefi eld 


by a soldier, protecting law enforcement as an offi cial duty sidearm, or simply 


the product of choice of a private citizen, you can trust that if it carries the SIG 


SAUER name it is built to our precise exacting standards, and undergoes the same 


rigorous quality controls to ensure that it performs when it matters most.


Our Business: 
•  The Offi cial Handgun of all branches of the U.S. Military


•  Manufacturer of the P365 - The Top Selling Handgun, and Most   


    Awarded, Handgun in America


•  Defense contracts across the globe - Designed, engineered, and   


    manufactured in the U.S.A.


PORTSMOUTH, NH
• Fulfi llment
• Since 2017
• 26K Square Feet


• Manufacturing
• Research, Development & 
   Engineering
• Since 2017
• 103K Square Feet


JACKSONVILLE, AR
AMMUNITION





		S72-LEGAL-B21042915410.pdf

		Sig Sauer Company Overview September 2020.pdf





Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: Frank Murzyn
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 8:15:32 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: SB141
Importance: Normal

Good Day,
  Out of respect for your time, I will keep this short and to the point.

  SB141,P leasevoteought to pass.

Thank you,
Frank Murzyn
Merrimack, NH

mailto:vmax1992@yahoo.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:40 PM
From: G. W. Carpenter
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 10:57:54 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: SB141 - NH Gun Line
Importance: Normal

Honorable committee members:

I recall when the NICS was first proposed in the Clinton Administration as part of a revised
Brady Bill.
The concept was to eliminate a waiting period that had been proven ineffective.
That a national database would preclude a violent offender from purchasing a firearm in another
State,
as each State would submit records of violent offenses into the national database.

While this measure passed, too many States jealously guarded their records, cited the lack of
Federal funding to comply with what they argued was an unfunded mandate,
and until the Lautenberg Amendment, violent misdemeanor Domestic Violence was not included
in prohibited offenses.
That too, raised the ire of certain State Assemblies.

Personally, I believe only violent* convictions, sedition, treason, and insurrection should form
prohibited offenses.

We can argue for Felony sale of Narcotics - when we correct the classification of cannabis to
Schedule IV.
I know cannabis Felons who I would trust with a gun, and habitually bar-fighting Misdemeanants
who I would preclude from firearm possession.

One respects your physical boundaries, the other does not.

A lingering issue is this perception of State sovereignty.
As cited above, all one needed to do was cross enough State borders, and the ability to purchase a
firearm was restored.
See: Colin Ferguson, LIRR Shooter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1993_Long_Island_Rail_Road_shooting#Perpetrator

In April 1993,[11] Ferguson moved to California in search of new career opportunities. He unsuccessfully applied for
several jobs, including at a car wash where the manager laughed at him. Ferguson purchased a Ruger P89 9×19mm
pistol at a Turner's Outdoorsman in Long Beach for $400 after waiting the 15-day period required under California's

gun laws.[4][15] He presented himself as a California resident by providing a driver's license that he received two

months earlier, which had an address of the Long Beach motel where he stayed.[15]

I have also heard from anti-gun advocates, that the State of NH should retain sovereign authority.
That those advocates should be able to use that sovereign authority to deny purchase to anyone on
the PERCEPTION of threat.
With “threat” not necessarily defined as a criminal offense under the RSAs.

Does your Facebook profile contain support for the former President, Donald John Trump?
Do you have photos of yourself with friends depicting patio “Tiki” torches?

mailto:43north@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Your blatant white supremacy has earned you a prohibition.

Have you signed or supported anti-transexual petitions, demanding that school sports be restricted
to persons who genetically test XX Chromosome?
Alternatively:
Did you fail to sign that petition? That failure to act is offensive to Trans-Exclusionary Radical
Feminists.

Your blatant misogyny has earned you a prohibition.
NO GUN 4 U

The fact that you want a gun - should be sufficient cause to have you prohibited from purchasing a
gun - donate that money to Giffords or Everytown!!!

THAT is why preserving the NH Gun Line is so very important.
The ability to evade the will of Congress, the rule of law.

Pass SB141.

Regards,
George Carpenter
Deering NH 03244

*violent convictions: kidnapping, rape, arson, assault, battery, stalking, intentional homicide,
negligent homicide, human trafficking



Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:39 PM
From: hruskarindge
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2021 11:20:25 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: s.b 141
Importance: Normal

please support NH citizens and the second amendment by voting ought to pass

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:hruskarindge@aol.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 2:32:41 PM
From: jesguns@juno.com
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 1:45:27 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Re: SB141 - Testimony (in Opposition)
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
NH-LEG-TEST-28AR21 (SB141).pdf ;

Dear Chairman Abbas and Members of the Committee,

May this find Safe and Well, You - and All with You.

Thank You, for hearing my testimony. I reiterate my opposition to the enactment of SB141-FN. I attach my
testimony.

The very real problems at the State Police "Gunline" - long delays caused by a rogue employee -
have been addressed. There's no reason to expect those problems to recur. Commissioner Quinn
should be assumed to have told the truth, when he promised to ensure new procedures would be
continued in force.

Delays may arise because of a tsunami of transactions. See the attached e-mail from FBI-NICS,
wherein dealers are advised that a transaction surge will cause delays. Is it not interesting that
those - who claimed to be in touch with firearm dealers "throughout the State" - did not mention
this to You?

I also draw to your attention, the GAO report summary (attached), which shows that the Federal
authorities rarely prosecute those, who lie to firearm dealers. That makes "background checks" a
consumer fraud. Even so, we're required to do them, so do them we must.

I'll be happy to answer any questions in this realm. You can count on my answers being fact-
based, with sources cited.

With every warm, best wish - especially that You, and All with You, Should Stay Safe and
Well !!!! - I remain,

Yours faithfully,

Jay E. (Simkin)
FFL & SOT
20 Cabot Drive
Nashua, NH 03064
(603) 883-2612

mailto:jesguns@juno.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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JAY EDWARD SIMKIN 
SPORTING GOODS & POLICE SUPPLIES 


FEDERALLY-LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER 
 


Testimony 
Senate Bill 141-FN 


House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee 
Remote Session  


28 April 2021 / 9:00 a.m. 
 


SB 141-FN – will damage law-abiding New Hampshire firearm-owners.  
It – and any variant(s) – should be deemed “inexpedient to legislate”.  
 
I’ve held a Federal Firearms license (FFL) since mid-1983 and since mid-1993 have been domiciled 
in New Hampshire. I personally handle background checks. 
 
SB 141-FN – as published – is a “cure” far nastier than the problem it purports to address. The 
problem: for long prior to 2020’s record surge in firearm sales, a rogue Department of Safety 
(DoS) employee had re-shaped the background check process as she saw fit. She turned a 
minutes-long process into one that often took days or weeks. This cost dealers and customers 
time and money. In effect, this rogue employee put on firearm-dealers and -owners, a tax the 
General Court never voted. This abuse became intolerable, when firearms sales soared in 2020.  
 
DoS has, at last, curbed this rogue employee. DoS background checks now take about the 
same time as those done by the FBI-NICS Center, i.e., about five minutes. Any difference 
may be due to equipment or staffing levels. 
 
Shifting all background checks to the FBI NICS Center will damage most New Hampshire 
firearm-buyers. Change proponents seem unfamiliar with the mechanics of background checks.  
 
The FBI-NICS center requires dealers actually to see documentary proof of a buyer’s full 
legal name. Most New Hampshire IDs have only a middle initial. The FBI-NICS compels buyers 
to bring to the dealer a birth certificate or another government-issued document that shows the 
buyer’s full, legal name. The DoS accepts any unexpired state-issued ID.  
 
Further, the FBI-NICS often delays those who hold, or have held, certain security 
clearances, e.g., members of Special Operations units. Most NICS agents – contractors, not 
Federal employees –  cannot view such persons’ records. The process stops until an FBI-NICS 
agent, with an adequate clearance, is “on duty”. After 20 years of war in southwest Asia, many 
more have held such clearances, so may be delayed by FBI-NICS. This is not so with the DoS. 
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For those denied, I’m told the DoS at once explains the precise reason, often including a 
court’s docket number and the date. This expedites the finding and correction of errors. Like 
credit records, court records are error-riddled. By contrast, the FBI-NICS Center is usually less 
helpful, e.g., requiring all contacts to be by letter. The FBI-NICS only provides its conclusion: a 
denial can still leave a person in doubt as to the actual reason.  
 
FBI-NICS “lovers” would have you believe that almost all inquiries get “instant” approval. 
Not so: 70% get “instant” approval. That means 30% don’t. Most are resolved within three days 
(NICS Operations Report – 2019, pp. 21-22).  
 
FBI-NICS “lovers” would have you believe dealers often have to retrieve firearms. Not so: 
In 2019, 2,989 FBI-NICS checks involved law enforcement retrieval of a firearm (or firearms), 
from a recipient found to be “prohibited” only  after the three-day delay. (ibid., p. 23). FBI-NICS 
handled 28.4 million checks for 30 states, five territories, and four “partial states”. So, only in 
about one in one thousand checks did law enforcement have to recover a firearm. 
 
FBI-NICS “lovers” may not recall that about two years ago, the FBI-NICS slashed the number 
of phone center agents. The ensuing long “hold times” likely were aimed at forcing dealers to 
use the “e-Check system”. With a militantly anti-gun Administration in office, no one can rule-
out a deliberate response slow-down. To pretend otherwise is nonsense. On 19 March 2021, 
 FBI-NICS e-mailed that high volumes were slowing its response (copy of e-mail attached). 
 
Further, e-Check requires buyers’ information to be sent “over the internet”. The huge Solar 
Winds – Orion hack of major firms and government agencies’ databases, makes it lunacy to shift 
all background checks to FBI-NICS. If phone access ends, dealers will have to send buyers’ 
information via internet. Some claim – laughably – that their websites and databases are secure. 
 
For some firearm-buyers, personal data security is a life-and-death matter, i.e., it is not a 
matter of “privacy”. If a murderous ex-spouse or “partner” gets a victim’s address, s/he may be 
murdered. An under-cover officer doesn’t get “embarrassed” if his/her data are stolen. S/he may 
be beaten or murdered.  
 
Finally, note that at end-2018, there were some 423,000,000 firearms in the U.S., excluding 
military items. A career criminal, who wants a firearm, will get one, without going to a dealer. 
 (U.S. Department of Justice, Firearm Commerce in the United States, 2000 and 2020).  
 
Further, a U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) study showed there’s rarely Federal 
prosecution of those, who are justly denied. Of 12,000 denials referred by FBI-NICS screeners 
for “investigation”, only 12 Federal prosecutions ensued! (GAO Report, No. 18-440, September, 
2018; executive summary attached). So much for the idea that background checks are useful! 
 
In short, DoS has come to grips with the problems that inspired SB141-FN. The Bill – no 
matter how “tweaked” – if enacted, will harm New Hampshire firearm-owners. It should 
be voted “inexpedient to legislate”.  
 
Thank You, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, for hearing my testimony. I’ll be happy 
to answer any questions related to my testimony. 
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September 2018 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Few Individuals Denied Firearms Purchases Are 
Prosecuted and ATF Should Assess Use of Warning 
Notices in Lieu of Prosecutions 


What GAO Found 
Investigations and prosecutions. Federal and selected state law enforcement 
agencies that process firearm-related background checks through the National 
Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) collectively investigate and 
prosecute a small percentage of individuals who falsify information on a firearms 
form (e.g., do not disclose a felony conviction) and are denied a purchase. 
Federal NICS checks resulted in about 112,000 denied transactions in fiscal year 
2017, of which the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
referred about 12,700 to its field divisions for further investigation. U.S. 
Attorney’s Offices (USAO) had prosecuted 12 of these cases as of June 2018.  


Table: Federal National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) Firearms Denial 
Cases Investigated and Prosecuted, Fiscal Year 2017 
Federal NICS 
Transactions Denials 


ATF Field Division 
Investigations 


United States Attorney’s Offices 
Prosecutions 


8,606,286 112,090 12,710 12 
Source: GAO Analysis of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and FBI data. | GAO-18-440 
 


At the state level, officials from 10 of 13 selected states said they did not 
investigate or prosecute firearm denials, some citing competing resource 
demands and the lack of statutes with which states prosecute as reasons. The 
remaining 3 states investigated a high proportion of firearms denials. One of the 
3 states reported about 1,900 referrals for prosecution in 2017 and about 470 
convictions. 


Challenges. ATF and selected states reported challenges in investigating and 
prosecuting firearms denials. Officials from six selected ATF field divisions said 
that investigating the increasing number of denial cases referred to field 
divisions—which increased from about 5,200 in fiscal year 2011 to about 12,700 
in fiscal year 2017—has been time intensive and required use of their limited 
resources. ATF policy provides that field divisions may send “warning notices” to 
denied persons in lieu of prosecution, but ATF has not assessed field divisions’ 
use of these notices, which could provide greater awareness of their deterrence 
value and inform whether any policy changes are needed. Officials from the 
Executive Office for United States Attorneys said that prosecuting denial cases 
can require significant effort and may offer little value to public safety compared 
to other cases involving gun violence. Selected state officials said that denial 
investigations can take law enforcement officials away from their core duties. 
State prosecutors said gathering evidence to prove individuals knew they were 
prohibited was a challenge.  


Types of cases. ATF field divisions investigate denial cases based on USAO 
criteria and generally only refer cases to USAOs for prosecution when 
aggravating circumstances exist, such as violent felonies or multiple serious 
offenses over a short period of time. Officials from two of three selected states 
refer all denial cases for investigation, while one state uses risk-based criteria for 
selecting cases that include conditions such as felony convictions and 
misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence. Prosecutors from these three states 
said they generally pursue cases that involve indications of violence, though 
individual prosecutors had differing priorities based on public safety concerns. 


View GAO-18-440. For more information, 
contact Gretta L. Goodwin, 202-512- 8777   
goodwing@gao.gov. 


Why GAO Did This Study 
In 2017, approximately 25.6 million 
firearm-related background checks 
were processed through NICS, and 
about 181,000 of the attempted 
purchases at the federal and state 
levels combined were denied because 
the individual was prohibited from 
possessing a firearm under federal or 
state law. Individuals who certify that 
they are not prohibited from purchasing 
or receiving a firearm and are 
subsequently determined to be 
prohibited could be subject to 
investigation, and if prosecuted, a fine, 
imprisonment, or both.  


GAO was asked to examine firearms 
denials. This report (1) describes the 
extent to which federal and selected 
state law enforcement agencies 
investigate and prosecute firearms 
denial cases; (2) examines related 
challenges faced by these agencies; 
and (3) describes the circumstances 
that lead to investigations and 
prosecutions. GAO reviewed laws and 
regulations; analyzed federal and state 
data from 2011 through 2017; and 
interviewed officials from ATF 
headquarters, 6 of 25 ATF field 
divisions (the 6 that investigated the 
most cases), and the 13 states that 
process all NICS checks within their 
state. Results from state interviews are 
not generalizable but provide insights 
on state practices. 


What GAO Recommends 
GAO recommends that ATF assess 
the extent to which ATF field divisions 
use warning notifications as an 
enforcement tool, which would inform 
whether changes to policy are needed. 
DOJ concurred with GAO’s 
recommendation. 
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April 28, 2021 


 
House Criminal Justice and Public Safety 


107 N Main Street 


LOB Room 204 


Concord, NH 03303 


 
Dear Chairman Abbas, Vice Chairman Welch, and Distinguished Members of the 


Committee:  


 
I am writing to you regarding Senate Bill 141 (SB 141), an act relative to the procedure for 


conducting firearm background checks. On behalf of the National Rifle Association, I 


would like to express our strong support for this important piece of legislation. SB 141 is 


one of NRA’s top legislative priorities in New Hampshire this legislative session. 


 
New Hampshire currently acts as a partial point of contact state for the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS). Under state law, when an individual purchases a long gun 
from a Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL), the state utilizes the FBI’s NICS system to conduct the 
background check. However, when an individual purchases a handgun through an FFL, they are 
forced to use the New Hampshire Gun Line, operated by the New Hampshire Department of 
Public Safety. The New Hampshire Gun Line has resulted in burdensome delays for law-abiding 
citizens who are wishing to express their Second Amendment rights. An individual’s right to 
self-defense should not be jeopardized because of a lack of government resources, when the 
NICS system is available. 
 
SB 141 seeks to repeal the New Hampshire Gun Line, and authorizes the FBI to conduct all 
NICS searches concerning the purchase, sale, and transfer of firearms through FFL’s in New 
Hampshire. This would streamline the background check process, reduce delays, and save 
taxpayer money by relying on a single background check system.  
 
New Hampshire citizens, gun owners and sportsmen hope that you will support this important 
piece of legislation which reduces the redundancy that currently exists under current law.  Please 
feel free to contact me at 703-267-1243 if you have additional questions or concerns.  Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 


 
Sincerely,  


 
 


Lauren E. LePage, Esq. 


State Director 


NRA-ILA 



http://www.nraila.org/





Bill as

Introduced



SB 141-FN - AS INTRODUCED 

2021 SESSION 
21-0955 
04/10 

SENATE BILL 	141-FN 

AN ACT 	relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks. 

SPONSORS: 	Sen. Giuda, Dist 2; Sen. Avard, Dist 12; Rep. Burt, Hills. 39; Rep. Edwards, Rock. 
4; Rep. Rhodes, Ches. 15; Rep. Gorski, Hills. 7; Rep. Kelsey, Hills. 7 

COMMITTEE: Judiciary 

ANALYSIS 

This bill authorizes the FBI to conduct all National Instant Criminal Background Check System 
(NICS) searches concerning the purchase, sale, and transfer of firearms through Federal Firearm 
Licensees operating in New Hampshire; abolishes the "gun line" in the division of state police; 
repeals the state's partial point of contact system for handguns, allowing the authority to remain 
exclusively with the FBI; and authorizes county sheriffs to conduct background searches using NICS 
for the purpose of approving or denying the return of firearms to individuals who are subject to a 
protective order for domestic violence or stalking. 

Explanation: 	Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 
Matter removed from current law appears [in bracket) and otruckthroughl 
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One 

AN ACT 
	

relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

	

1 	1 Findings. The general court finds that: 

	

2 	I. The New Hampshire gun line, in the department of safety, permits and licensing unit, 

	

3 	currently performs all background checks in relation to the store purchase of handguns. It also 

	

4 	performs background checks regarding the transfer of firearms from law enforcement agencies back 

	

5 	to individual owners in relation to restraining order and criminal proceedings. The gun line uses the 

	

6 	National Instant Criminal Background Check System ("NICS") to perform these tasks, serving as 

	

7 	the partial "Point of Contact" system for the FBI. 

	

8 	 II. The gun line's inefficiencies have created significant delays in the orderly processing of 

	

9 	firearm- related background checks. Courts and Federal Firearm Licensed Dealers have faced 

	

10 	incredible backlogs of pending background checks that are intended to be "instant." Many 

	

11 	background checks have remained pending for several months. This has come at a great cost to the 

	

12 	economic wellbeing of dealers and the constitutional rights of firearm owners and purchasers. 

	

13 	Additionally, the gun line has, on multiple occasions, failed to timely deny firearm transfers to 

	

14 	prohibited individuals. 

	

15 	 III. This bill allows the FBI to conduct all National Instant Criminal Background Check 

	

16 	System ("NICS") searches concerning the purchase, sale and transfer of firearms through Federal 

	

17 	Firearm Licensed Dealers operating in the state of New Hampshire. This bill effectively repeals the 

	

18 	state's partial Point of Contact system for handguns, allowing the authority to remain exclusively 

	

19 	with the FBI. The FBI is federally funded to perform this task and has a long history of accuracy 

	

20 	and efficiency with its use of NICS. The FBI provides faster responses in regard to approving the 

	

21 	background checks of nonprohibited purchasers, while simultaneously issuing faster denials of 

	

22 	attempted purchases by prohibited individuals. This bill saves state tax dollars while producing 

	

23 	better results, protecting the rights of law-abiding citizens and protecting the safety of domestic 

	

24 	violence victims. Also, this bill provides the sheriffs office for each county with the authority and 

	

25 	obligation to conduct background searches using NICS for the purpose of approving or denying the 

	

26 	return of firearms to individuals who have been the subject of restraining order proceedings or 

	

27 	criminal proceedings 

	

28 	2 Criminal Background Checks; Sale of Firearms. RSA 159-D:1 and 159-D:2 are repealed and 

	

29 	reenacted to read as follows: 

	

30 	159-D:1 Sale of Firearms; Criminal History Record and Protective Order Check. 
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1 	I.(a) The Federal Bureau of Investigation ("FBI") shall have the exclusive authority and 

	

2 	jurisdiction to conduct background checks in relation to the sale or transfer of firearms involving 

	

3 	Federal Firearms Licensed Dealers ("FFL") in New Hampshire. This provision and the FBI's 

	

4 	exclusive jurisdiction pertain to all firearms, as defined by federal law pursuant to 18 U.S.C. section 

	

5 	921(a)(3), regardless of caliber, barrel length, or firearm type. 

	

6 	 (b) No state agency or political subdivision shall access the National Instant Criminal 

	

7 	Background Check System ("NICS") unless specifically authorized by this chapter. 

	

8 	 (c) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit, prevent, or impose background 

	

9 	check requirements on the private transfer of firearms as otherwise not prohibited by RSA 159 or 

	

10 	federal law. 

	

11 	II. For the purpose of determining whether an individual is prohibited by federal or state 

	

12 	statute from firearm possession or ownership in relation to a motion or requested return of firearms 

	

13 	in connection with a restraining order under RSA 173-B or RSA 633:3-a, or criminal proceeding in 

	

14 	any state court of competent jurisdiction, the sheriffs office for the county in which the court is 

	

15 	situated shall access NICS to perform a background check. The following conditions, process and 

	

16 	time constraints shall apply to all such background checks: 

	

17 	 (a) The county sheriffs office shall initiate the NICS background check within 10 

	

18 	business days of the date of filing of the motion or other pleading requesting the return of firearms. 

	

19 	 (b) Within 15 business days of the date of filing of the motion or other pleading 

	

20 	requesting the return of firearms, the county sheriffs office shall provide a conclusive decision to the 

	

21 	court stating either "proceed" or "deny." This decision will be based solely on whether or not the 

	

22 	individual is prohibited from possessing or owning a firearm according to state or federal statute. 

	

23 	Should the NICS background check fail to demonstrate that the petitioner is prohibited from firearm 

	

24 	possession within the 15-business-day time period stated in this chapter, the sheriffs office shall 

	

25 	provide a "proceed" decision to the court. 

	

26 	 (c) If the county sheriffs office determines that an individual is prohibited from owning 

	

27 	or possessing a firearm, a specific citation to statute, such as one of the prohibited categories listed 

	

28 	under 18 U.S.C. section 922(g), and the specific facts relied upon for finding that the individual is a 

	

29 	prohibited person must be supplied in a narration with the "deny" response. The narration 

	

30 	supporting a deny response shall be held in a confidential record with the court and only accessible 

	

31 	to court staff, the individual seeking the return of firearms and his or her designated legal counsel. 

	

32 	 (d) All records retained by any county sheriffs office or court concerning a background 

	

33 	check conducted pursuant to this chapter shall be destroyed within 24 hours of transmitting a 

	

34 	"proceed" determination to the court. Should a "deny" determination be made, all records shall be 

	

35 	destroyed by the county sheriffs office within 24 hours of the later of the following: 

	

36 	 (1) The expiration of the deadline for filing a petition or notice of appeal in the trial 

	

37 	court; or 
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1 	 (2) The exhaustion or expiration of all appeal rights included in RSA 159-D:2. 

	

2 	 (e) For the purpose of carrying out the requirements of this chapter, each county sheriff's 

	

3 	office shall register with NICS and obtain sufficient training so that each office is situated to begin 

	

4 	fully fulfilling its limited background check functions required by this chapter by January 1, 2022. 

	

5 	159-D:2 Appeal of Denials. 

	

6 	I. Any person who has received a denial of a motion or other pleading requesting the return 

	

7 	of firearms shall have the right to request a further hearing on the matter within 30 days of the date 

	

8 	of denial. The request may be made by written or oral motion. Any requested hearing shall occur 

	

9 	within 10 business days after the date of the request. During the hearing, the burden will be placed 

	

10 	on the county sheriff, or his or her designee, to prove by clear and convincing evidence that the 

	

11 	petitioning party is prohibited from possessing or owning a firearm pursuant to state or federal 

	

12 	statute. The court shall issue a decision on the matter within 10 business days after the hearing 

13 occurs. 

	

14 	II. Should any person seeking the return of firearms be aggrieved by the ruling made by the 

	

15 	trial court regarding a motion or other request for the return of firearms, such individual shall be 

	

16 	entitled to appeal and have his or her case heard by the New Hampshire supreme court. In any such 

	

17 	case, a transcript of the proceedings and the trial court's record shall be transmitted to the supreme 

	

18 	court in full, without any fee charged to the petitioner. 

	

19 	3 New Paragraph; Protection of Persons From Domestic Violence; Notification. Amend RSA 

	

20 	173-B:8 by inserting after paragraph III the following new paragraph: 

	

21 	IV. Any temporary or final court order requiring the relinquishment of firearms or 

	

22 	prohibiting the possession of firearms under RSA 173-B or RSA 633:3-a shall, within 24 hours of 

	

23 	issuance, be submitted by the court into the NICS system directly or, alternatively, be transmitted to 

	

24 	the New Hampshire department of safety to be added to the NICS system within 24 hours of receipt. 

	

25 	Additionally, when any of the following events occur, the court will update the NICS system directly 

	

26 	or transmit the updated information to the New Hampshire department of safety to be updated in 

	

27 	NICS within 24 hours of receipt: 

	

28 	 (a) Any modification or dismissal of a firearm relinquishment 

	

29 	 (b) Any modification or dismissal of an order prohibiting firearm possession. 

	

30 	 (c) The dismissal of any temporary restraining order. 

	

31 	 (d) The dismissal of any final restraining order. 

	

32 	4 New Paragraph; Interference With Freedom; Stalking. Amend RSA 633:3-a by inserting after 

	

33 	paragraph III-d the following new paragraph: 

	

34 	III-e. Any temporary or final court order requiring the relinquishment of firearms or 

	

35 	prohibiting the possession of firearms under RSA 173-B or RSA 633:3-a shall, within 24 hours of 

	

36 	issuance, be submitted by the court into the NICS system directly or, alternatively, be transmitted to 

	

37 	the New Hampshire department of safety to be added to the NICS system within 24 hours of receipt. 
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I 	Additionally, when any of the following events occur, the court will update the NICS system directly 

	

2 	or transmit the updated information to the New Hampshire department of safety to be updated in 

	

3 	NICS within 24 hours of receipt: 

	

4 	 (a) Any modification or dismissal of a firearm relinquishment 

	

5 	 (b) Any modification or dismissal of an order prohibiting firearm possession. 

	

6 	 (c) The dismissal of any temporary restraining order. 

	

7 	 (d) The dismissal of any final restraining order. 

	

8 	5 Department of Safety; Division of State Police; Permits and Licensing Unit; New Hampshire 

	

9 	State Gun Line Abolished. The New Hampshire state gun line, in the permits and licensing unit of 

	

10 	the division of state police, department of safety, is hereby abolished. 

	

11 	6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2022. 
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SB 141-FN- FISCAL NOTE 

AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT 	relative to the procedure for conducting firearm background checks. 

FISCAL IMPACT: [ X ] State 	[ X ] County 
	

[ ] Local 	[ ] None 

STATE: 

Estimated Increase / (Decrease) 

FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 

Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0 

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures $0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable 

Funding Source: [X] General [ 	] Education 	[ 	] Highway 	[ 	] Other 

COUNTY: 

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures $0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable 

METHODOLOGY: 

This bill includes the following: 

• Relieves the responsibility of the state for providing National Instant Criminal 

Background System (NICS) background checks on all commercial sales of handguns 

sales and return of firearms cases, in the State of New Hampshire. 

• Abolishes the State Gun Line within the Department of Safety Division of State Police 

Permits and Licensing Unit. 

• Allows County Sheriffs to utilize the NICS to conduct background checks around 

returning or denying individuals requesting their firearms back after being subject to a 

protective order. 

• Provides jurisdiction to the County Sheriffs for the county in which the court is situated 

for the purpose of determining whether an individual is prohibited by federal or state 

statute from firearm possession or ownership in relation to a motion or requested 

return of firearms. 

The Department of Safety states the abolishment of the State Gun Line would eliminate one (1) 

full-time program assistant II and three (3) part-time program assistant I positions. Assuming 

an effective date of January 1, 2022, this bill would reduce personnel related expenditures in 

the Permits and Licensing Unit by approximately $85,000 in FY 2022, $176,000 in FY 2023, 

and $181,000 in FY 2023. 



The Judicial Branch states it is currently working with the Department of Safety to determine 

whether there are records in the possession of the Department of Safety and the Judicial 

Branch that are not accessible though NICS system, but are searched for locally under the 

current arrangement. The Branch states there may be an expenditure of funds to identify older 

records that are not accessible through NICS that are currently searched locally through Gun 

Line, and to develop a process for uploading that data to NICS to be available for an FBI 

directed search. 

The New Hampshire Association of Counties states it is unsure at this time whether the 

requirements of this bill would require additional training or personnel and is therefore unable 

to estimate if there will be an impact on county expenditures. 

AGENCIES CONTACTED: 

Department of Safety, Judicial Branch, and New Hampshire Association of Counties 
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