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CONSENT CALENDAR

April 27, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Executive Departments and

Administration to which was referred SB 106,

AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.
Having considered the same, report the same with the

following amendment, and the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carol McGuire

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Executive Departments and Administration
Bill Number: SB 106
Title: adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.
Date: April 27, 2021
Consent Calendar: CONSENT
Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

2021-1105h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill is a request of the StateFire Marshal and includes two sections. The first section repeals a
voluntary certification for fire equipment (sprinklers and alarms, primarily) because these
requirements have been included in the mandatory electrical and plumbing codes. It was thought
when creating this certification that it might move towards a mandatory license for fire equipment,
but other codes have taken precedence and such a license is no longer in consideration. The second
section includes a study committee to recommend the next version (2018) of the building codes and
fire code, as amended by the technical committees. The committee amendment requires this
committee to evaluate the process for updating the codes and suggest improvements.

Vote 19-0.

Rep. Carol McGuire
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Executive Departments and Administration

SB 106, adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill is a request of the
StateFire Marshal and includes two sections. The first section repeals a voluntary certification for
fire equipment (sprinklers and alarms, primarily) because these requirements have been included in
the mandatory electrical and plumbing codes. It was thought when creating this certification that it
might move towards a mandatory license for fire equipment, but other codes have taken precedence
and such a license is no longer in consideration. The second section includes a study committee to
recommend the next version (2018) of the building codes and fire code, as amended by the technical
committees. The committee amendment requires this committee to evaluate the process for
updating the codes and suggest improvements. Vote 19-0.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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Rep. McGuire, Merr. 29
April 5, 2021
2021-1105h

08/05

Amendment to SB 106

Amend the bill by replacing Part II with the following:

Part II
Establishing a committee to study adopting changes to the state fire and building codes.

1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study adopting changes to the
state fire code and building code.

2 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Three members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
(b) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives.
II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to
the duties of the committee.

3 Duties. The committee shall study adopting changes to the state fire code and building code.
The committee shall review and make recommendations for establishing a process for the adoption
of new editions of national or model codes and any necessary amendments. This review shall include
consideration of establishing a permanent statutory committee for this purpose.

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from
among the members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named senate
member. The first meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this
section. Four members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed
legislation to the president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate
clerk, the house clerk, the governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2021.

6 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.



Archived: Thursday, May 6, 2021 8:35:15 AM
From: Miriam Simmons

Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 8:33:30 AM

To: Miriam Simmons

Subject: FW: SB 106 committee report
Responserequested: No

Importance: Normal

From: Carol McGuire <mcguire4house@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 11:54 AM

To: Jaci Grote <Jaci.Grote@Ileg.state.nh.us>

Cc: Miriam Simmons <miriam.simmons@|eg.state.nh.us>; Pam Smarling <Pam.Smarling@leg.state.nh.us>
Subject: Re: SB 15 committeee report

SB 106, omnibus legislation relative to codes
OTP/A, 19-0 consent

This bill is a request of the state fire marshal and includes two sections. The first repeals a voluntary
certification for fire equipment (sprinklers and alarms, primarily) because these requirements have been
included in the mandatory electrical and plumbing codes. It was thought when creating this certification
that it might move towards a mandatory license for fire equipment, but other codes have taken
precedence and such a license is no longer in consideration. The second section includes a study
committee to recommend the next version (2018) of the building codes and fire code, as amended by the
technical committees; the committee amendment requires this committee to evaluate the process and
suggest improvements.

Carol McGuire for the committee
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on SB 106
BILL TITLE: adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.
DATE: March 24, 2021

LOB ROOM: Remote / Hybrid

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS
Moved by Seconded by

HOLD the March 24th EXEC SHEET

BILL Called back into EXECUTIVE SESSION on April 27, 2021
BILL TITLE: adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.

DATE: April 27, 2021

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Moved by Rep McGuire Seconded by Rep Roy
MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Moved by Rep. McGuire Seconded by Rep. Roy

Amendment # 2021-1105h

Moved by Rep. McGuire Seconded by Rep. P. Schmidt

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep John Sytek, Clerk

Vote: 12-7

Vote 19-0

AM Vote: 19-0

Vote: 19-0
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EXECUTIVE SESSION ON HB /06« (0f

BILL TITLE: A0BPY(le LMNBUS EGi5ateoN Prokave 1@ CobBS

DATE: “-27- 2!

LOBROOM: 704 - )0

MOTION: (Please check one box) F7ECan /6 70 BR
[] otp ] [[] Retain (1% year)

D Interim Study (2" year)

Vavs

[] Adoption of
Amendment #

(if offered)

Vote; /(f”d

& >
Moved by Rep. M T éU/ /Q & Seconded by Rep. 7’407)

MOTION: (Please check one box)

[T ot [Jorrra [ [ Retain (1% year)

[ ] Interim Study (2¢ year)

< i
Moved by Rep. /V) é(/’C@fg’ Seconded by Rep. @D ¥

' Adoption of
gfmendment # W

(if offered)

Vote: b é“}o

MOTION: (Please check one box)

[] orp gorm [] L[] Retain (1* year)

I:] Interim Study (2™ year)

D Adoption of
Amendment #

(if offered)

Moved by Rep. /]/) &G.UL Q/@ Seconded by Rep. QGMig)r’ Vote; / Cfp"ﬂj

MOTION: (Please check one box)

orp [J otea  [] it [ Retain (1# year)
L]

[] Adoption of
Amendment #

r_—l Interim Study (2" year) {(if offered)
Moved by Rep. _ Seconded by Rep. Vote:
CONSENT CALENDAR? zp_\h Yes No
Minority Report? Yes No If yesr-quthar, Rep.: Motion:
Respectfully submitted, Rep. A /L,mb , Clerk
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OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

1/22/2021 9:57:48 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report
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OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

1/22/2021 9:57:48 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2021 SESSION

Executive Departments and Administration
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OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

1/22/2021 9:57:48 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2021 SESSION
Executive Departments and Administration

Bill #: O\ /O,{ Motion: (91‘}5/(—\}/\ am# /O ExecSession Date: S//ﬁ\7/ 2/
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Rep. McGuire, Merr. 29
April 5, 2021
2021-1105h

08/05

Amendment to SB 106

Amend the bill by replacing Part II with the following:

Part II
Establishing a committee to study adopting changes to the state fire and building codes.

1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study adopting changes to the
state fire code and building code.

2 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Three members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
(b) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives.
II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to
the duties of the committee.

3 Duties. The committee shall study adopting changes to the state fire code and building code.
The committee shall review and make recommendations for establishing a process for the adoption
of new editions of national or model codes and any necessary amendments. This review shall include
consideration of establishing a permanent statutory committee for this purpose.

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from
among the members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named senate
member. The first meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this
section. Four members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed
legislation to the president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate
clerk, the house clerk, the governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2021.

6 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.



Re: SB 10...

File Message  Help  Nuance PDF Q Tell me what you want to do

Re: SB 106 Exec paperwork March 24th Exec

. . . < % see
Carol McGuire <mcguire4house@gmail.com 219

To © Miriam Simmons 3:29 PM
Cc ©®Pam Smarling; © Sytek, John

@ Follow up. Start by Wednesday, April 28, 2021. Due by Wednesday, April 28, 2021.
You replied to this message on 4/28/2021 4:.04 PM.

I don’t have the paper, but the motion was OTP by Lekas, seconded by me, and the
vote was 12-7 with Sytek, Goley, Schuett, Schultz, Fellows, O’Brien opposed. Not sure
of the 7th, but it was not Grote nor Schmidt. Jeudy seems likely.

Carol

On Wed, Apr 28, 2021 at 3:22 PM Miriam Simmons
<miriam.simmons@]|eg.state.nh.us> wrote:

I will need a copy of the March 24* Exec paperwork for SB 106.

A motion was made that day, and then the Committee held the paperwork.

Yesterday, April 27", a Reconsideration vote was taken on SB 106 but | do not
have any paperwork from its first Exec session.

If you can find it, could you leave it for Pam to scan for me please.




Archived: Thursday, April 29, 2021 12:17:59 PM

From: Carol McGuire

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 11:37:31 AM

To: Miriam Simmons

Cc: Pam Smarling; Sytek, John

Subject: Re: Summary SB106 Exec paperwork March 24th Exec
Importance: Normal

Thank you, that matches my recollection.

On Thu, Apr 29, 2021 at 10:19 AM Miriam Simmons <miriam.simmons@I eg.state.nh.us> wrote:

| watched the Y ou Tube video for EDA on March 24th, to review the Executive Session that
starts 3 Hours and 24 minutes into the recording.

SB 106 motion and discussion start about 3 hours and 58 minutes into the recording.
Discussion follows — Rep Schuett asks for time to contact her Town Chief

The Roll call on SB 106's motion OTP is taken near the 4 Hour recording mark with a
voteof 12-7

At the close of the VVote Chairman McGuire asks to Hold the bill, so the Committee can
reconsider it at afuture Executive session, perhaps to reach a consensus on the motion.
The Chairman asks the committee members to use the time to contact their Town on their
procedures.

| can confirm the 7 votes in opposition were:

Sytek (Clerk)
Goley
Schuett
Schultz
Fellows
O'Brien
Jeudy

All other members present (12) voted in favor. All 19 members of the committee were present
(no replacements).

| have recreated the Roll call sheet and Exec Session forms for the bill file (attached).

Miriam Simmons

Committee Clerk


mailto:mcguire4house@gmail.com
mailto:miriam.simmons@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Pam.Smarling@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:johnsytek@aol.com

From: Carol McGuire <mcqguire4house@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 3:29 PM

To: Miriam Simmons <miriam.smmons@leg.state.nh.us>

Cc: Pam Smarling <Pam.Smarling@I eg.state.nh.us>; Sytek, John <johnsytek @aol.com>
Subject: Re: SB 106 Exec paperwork March 24th Exec

| don’t have the paper, but the motion was OTP by Lekas, seconded by me, and the vote was
12-7 with Sytek, Goley, Schuett, Schultz, Fellows, O’ Brien opposed. Not sure of the 7th, but it
was not Grote nor Schmidt. Jeudy seems likely.

Carol

On Wed, Apr 28, 2021 at 3:22 PM Miriam Simmons <miriam.s mmons@I eg.state.nh.us> wrote:

| will need acopy of the March 24™ Exec paperwork for SB 106.

A motion was made that day, and then the Committee held the paperwork.

Y esterday, April 27", a Reconsideration vote was taken on SB 106 but | do not have any
paperwork from itsfirst Exec session.

If you can find it, could you leave it for Pam to scan for me please.
Miriam

From: Miriam Simmons

Sent: Tuesday, April 27,2021 11:36 AM

To: John Sytek <John.Sytek@leg.state.nh.us>

Cc: Pam Smarling <Pam.Smarling@Ieg.state.nh.us>
Subject: SB 106 Exec paperwork reminder

Rep Sytek,

When you submit the EXEC paperwork on SB 106, please remember to also hand in the
March 24th Exec motion/sheet and roll call vote.

Then | will have the full trail of Exec motions on SB 106 for the Bill file.
Thank-you,

Miriam
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
PUBLIC HEARING ON SB 106
BILL TITLE: adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.
DATE: March 24, 2021
LOB ROOM: LOB Hybrid Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 11:15 a.m.

Time Adjourned: 11:55 a.m.

Committee Members: Reps. McGuire, Roy, Sytek, S. Pearson, T. Lekas, Alliegro, Bailey,
Lanzara, Santonastaso, Goley, Schuett, Jeudy, P. Schmidt, Schultz, Fellows, Fontneau,
Grote and O'Brien ¥akubevieh

Bill Sponsors:
Sen. Carson

TESTIMONY
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Sen. Carson, sponsor, introduced the bill and said it was an omnibus bill (two parts) that
would adopt various changes to codes. The first part would repeal the voluntary fire service
equipment certification program and the second would establish a committee to study changes to
the state fire code (FC) and building code (BC).

The first section (repeal) was filed at the request of the Fire Marshal’s office.

Fire Marshal (FM) Paul Parisi spoke in support of the bill. He said this program went into
effect in 2005 and was established to encourage technicians who installed such components as
fire alarms, sprinklers to be certified in NH. This would require certification by an outside group.
Also, such individuals would have to have engineering training. There was an expectation that
this program would someday become mandatory. He reviewed the history and said there were
presently fewer than 20 participants and recommended that this program be discontinued.

o There were committee questions about who is doing this work; are they qualified? What
enforcement is there?

Sen. Carson then introduced part two which would establish a committee to study
procedures for adopting changes to the fire and building codes as requested by the FM office. She
spoke of a bill last session that would keep NH on the one-cycle behind program for adopting
code changes but the bill was lost due to COVID.

FM Parisi spoke in support. He explained the one-cycle policy of adoption, that NH did a “double
jump” in 2018; that we did not go further because the fire control review board and building code
review board could not get its list of recommendations together due to COVID considerations.

e Inresponse to a question, he said that this study committee would work with both boards to
develop legislation for code updating.

Ari Pollack, an attorney with Gallagher, Callahan and Gartrell and lobbyist for the Home
Builders Association, said that the Home Builders Association is in support of this bill. He
agreed with the history as presented and said that there were inconsistencies between the two
codes in the the 2018 versions. He said that there was at present a committee working on this
but it did not have legislators on it and was “administrative.”

Hearing adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Rep. John Sytek,Committee Clerk



March 24, 2021

SB 106 adopting omnibuslegislation relativeto codes. (11:15 AM/11:55 AM) The entire
ED&A Committee was present except for Rep. Yakubovich who was absent.

Sen. Carson, sponsor, introduced the bill and said it was an omnibus bill (two parts) that would
adopt various changes to codes. Thefirst part would repeal the voluntary fire service equipment
certification program and the second would establish a committee to study changes to the state
fire code (FC) and building code (BC).

Thefirst section (repeal) was filed at the request of the Fire Marshal’ s office.

>Fire Marsha (FM) Paul Parisi spoke in support of the bill. He said this program went into
effect in 2005 and was established to encourage technicians who installed such components as
fire alarms, sprinklers to be certified in NH. This would require certification by an outside group.
Also, such individuals would have to have engineering training. There was an expectation that
this program would someday become mandatory. He reviewed the history and said there were
presently fewer than 20 participants and recommended that this program be discontinued. There
were committee questions about who is doing thiswork; are they qualified? What enforcement is
there?

>Sen. Carson then introduced part two which would establish a committee to study procedures
for adopting changes to the fire and building codes as requested by the FM office. She spoke of a
bill last session that would keep NH on the one-cycle behind program for adopting code changes
but the bill was lost dueto COVID.

>FM Parisi spoke in support. He explained the one-cycle policy of adoption, that NH did a
“double jump” in 2018; that we did not go further because the fire control review board and
building code review board could not get its list of recommendations together dueto COVID
considerations. In response to a question he said that this study committee would work with both
boards to develop legidlation for code updating.

>Ari Pollack, an attorney with Gallagher, Callahan and Gartrell and lobbyist for the Home
Builders Association, said that the Home Builders Association isin support of thishill. He
agreed with the history as presented and said that there were inconsistencies between the two
codes in the the 2018 versions. He said that there was at present a committee working on this but
it did not have legislators on it and was “administrative.”



House Remote Testify

Executive Departments and Administration Committee Testify List for Bill SB106 on 2
Neutral: 0 Total to Testify: 3

Name

Pollack, Ari

Parisi, Paul

Carson, Sharon

Hope, Lucinda

Marcum, Jessica

DeMark, Richard

Fordey, Nicole

Larson, Ruth

Support: 7 Oppose: 1

City, State
Email Address

Concord, NH
pollack@gcglaw.com

SALEM, NH
paul.j.parisi@dos.nh.gov

Londonderry, NH
deborah.chroniak@leg.state.nh.us

Tilton, NH
Imhope46@gmail.com

Raymond, NH
Jessmarcum9999@gmail.com

Meredith, NH
demarknh114@gmail.com

Litchfield, NH
nikkif6 10@gmail.com

Alton, NH
ruthlarson@msn.com

Title Representing
A Lobbyist NH Homebuilders

State Agency Staff

An Elected Official

A Member of the Public

A Member of the Public

A Member of the Public

A Member of the Public

A Member of the Public

NH State Fire Marshal's Office

Senate District 14 - PRIME

SPONSOR

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Myself

Position

Support

Support

Support

Support

Oppose

Support

Support

Support

Testifying
Yes (2m)

Yes (2m)

Yes (0m)

No

In
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Archived: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 2:23:10 PM

From: Paris, Paul

Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 8:09:22 AM

To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration

Subject: NH House Remote Testify: 11:15 am - SB106 in House Executive Departments and
Administration

Importance: Normal

Attachments:

FMO Position Paper - SB 106 Part I.pdf ;FMO Position Paper - SB 106 Part I1.pdf ;

Good morning, attached please find position papers on HB 106 part 1 and HB 106 part 2. Thank you!

Paul

Paul J. Parisi
State Fire Marshal

Department of Safety | Division of Fire Safety
New Hampshire State Fire Marshal’s Office (FMO)

Physical: 110 Smokey Bear Boulevard (IPOC), Concord NH
Mailing: 33 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03305

Office: 603-223-4289

Direct: 603-223-4293

Fax: 603-223-4294

Arson Hotline: 1-800-400-3526
Email: paul.parisi@dos.nh.gov

-”Saving lives and property through education, engineering &
enforcement”

Web Site Address: http://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/firesafety

Subscribe to our list serve to receive public safety notices and press releases.

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This e-mail transmission and any accompanying materials may contain confidential information, for Official use only and/or contain law
enforcement sensitive information and is intended only for disclosure to and use by the addressee(s) named above. Distribution,

publication, reproduction or use of this transmission and materials, in whole or in part, by any person other than the intended recipient
(s) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC 2510-2521. If you have received this e-mail erroneously, please
contact me directly at 603-223-4289 so that | may arrange to protect these documents.
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State of Petw Hampshire

DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY
Division of Fire Safety
Office of the State Fire Marshal
Robert L. Quinn Office: 110 Smokey Bear Boulevard, Concord, NH 03301 Paul J. Parisi
Commissioner Mailing Address: 33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305 State Fire Marshal

Telephone; 603-223-4289 « Fax: 603-223-4294
www.nh.gov/firesafety

LEGISLATIVE POSITION
NH DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY

SB 106, Part I: Relative to repealing the voluntary fire service equipment certification
program.

LSR 21-0972 Committee: Executive Departments and Administration

Position: SUPPORT Date: February 3, 2021

Dear Honorable Members of the Committee:

Senate Bill 106, Part I, as written, will repeal the voluntary fire service equipment certification
program.

The voluntary fire service equipment certification program was established under SB 355 in the
2004 legislative session, and was enacted effective January 1, 2005. The purpose of the program
was to encourage service technicians who were installing and servicing fire equipment such as
fire alarm systems, fire sprinkler systems, fixed fire suppression systems, and fire extinguishers
to be “certified” in New Hampshire. In order to be certified, the person would have to prove
proficiency through an outside credentialing agency such as the National Institute for
Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET), the International Code Council (ICC), hold
a current license as a professional engineer, or something similar. It was envisioned that the
program would eventually be mandatory, and would tighten up the “fly by night” bad actors in
the business who were not sufficiently trained or educated to be conducting these operations.
The program originally had an advisory committee to assist the commissioner with the
rulemaking requirements and the implementation of the voluntary program. The advisory
committee was repealed in 2010 under HB 1690, and since then the law has remained unchanged
as had the administrative rules (Saf-C 1200).

In 2019, we began the review process for the re-adoption of the administrative rules. In
conducting an analysis of the program we discovered that there were fewer than 20 participants
in the program, and the revenue was under $1,000 annually. We contacted various stakeholders
in the trade and the feedback was that unless the program was mandatory, there was little value
in keeping it. We do envision working with our stakeholders and exploring the possibility of
bringing the program back in the future. However, for now we are advocating for the repeal of
the program under RSA 153:5-a.





Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions.

espectilly,

Paul J. Parisi
State Fire Marshal

Saving lives and property through education, engineering and enforcement






State of Netw Bampshire

DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY

Division of Fire Safety
[778 Office of the State Fire Marshal
Robert L. Quinn Office: 110 Smokey Bear Boulevard, Concord, NH 03301 Paul . Parisi

Commissioner Mailing Address: 33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305 State Fire Marshal
Telephone: 603-223-4289 « Fax: 603-223-4294
www.nh.gov/firesafety
LEGISLATIVE POSITION

NH DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY

SB 106, Part II: Relative to establishing a committee to study changes to the state fire and

building codes.
LSR 21-0972 Committee: Executive Departments and Administration
Position: SUPPORT Date: February 3, 2021

Dear Honorable Members of the Committee:

Senate Bill 106, Part II, as written, will form a committee to study changes to the state fire and
building codes.

The adoption of modern codes are important to the safety, welfare, and economic progress of our
state. As you may recall, in November, 2018, in accordance with HB 1254 a report was issued
by the legislative committee established to study procedures for the adoption of national codes
by the state of New Hampshire. The report made four recommendations to remedy the struggle
the state had in terms of code adoption. One of those recommendations was establishing a
standard procedure and timeline for the adoption of new edition of the codes by the legislature.
The first principle of that suggested procedure was to adopt the model codes one cycle behind.
In other words, when the 2021 model code was issued, NH should prepare to adopt the 2018
edition. This way, the code we would be adopting would have been published for 3 full years;
other jurisdictions nationally would have already adopted them; and through our network of
stakeholders, we would hear feedback on any issues we may want to consider amendments on
here in NH through the Board of Fire Control and/or the Building Code Review Board.

Shortly after this report was issued, the general court adopted the 2015 model codes. This was
done though compromise and by hearing all of the concerns of our stakeholders. It should be
noted, however, that when the updated model codes were adopted, the existing codes were 10
years old. We did a “double-jump” and went from the 2009 codes to the 2015 codes, skipping
over the 2012 code set. I believe the point of the “adopt one code cycle behind” principle in the
HB 1254 report was to ensure the state didn’t fall so far behind in fire and building codes; and so
the various boards didn’t have such an arduous task of vetting two complete code cycles worth of
codes when trying to make a recommendation to adopt a more modern model code.





Although I am not here to speak on behalf of the Building Code Review Board, T understand they
are still working on completing the process of vetting the multiple codes under their purview. In
the event the BCRB makes considerable progress this winter and spring, it’s important for this
committee to know that the 2018 fire code has been vetted out through our stakeholders and the
NH Board of Fire Control. In late January, the Board of Fire Control adopted 9 separate exhibits
containing over 40 amendments to the 2018 Uniform Fire Code and Life Safety Code in
anticipation of a positive action of the legislature this year; some of them were carry-overs from
the 2015; some were new amendments. Therefore, we would prefer the General Court consider
the adoption of the 2018 editions of NFPA, the Uniform Fire Code, and NFPA 101, the Life
Safety Code this year. However, we certainly understand the confusion that can be caused when
the fire and building codes are “off-cycle”, and waiting to the second year of this legislative
session to accomplish this adoption process is reasonable and practical.

Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions.

spectfflly,

Paul J. Parisi
State Fire Marshal

Saving lives and property through education, engineering and enforcement
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SENATE BILL 106
AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.
SPONSORS: Sen. Carson, Dist 14

COMMITTEE: Executive Departments and Administration

ANALYSIS
This bill adopts legislation relative to:
I. Repealing the voluntary fire service equipment certification.
II. Establishing a committee to study adopting changes to the state fire and building codes.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:|

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One
AN ACT adopting omnibus legislation relative to codes.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Sponsorship. This act consists of the following proposed legislation:
Part I. LSR 21-0972, repealing the voluntary fire service equipment certification, sponsored
by Sen. Carson, Prime/Dist 14.
Part II. LSR 21-0974, establishing a committee to study adopting changes to state fire and
building codes, sponsored by Sen. Carson, Prime/Dist 14; Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist. 21.
Part I
Repealing the voluntary fire service equipment certification.
1 Repeal. RSA 153:5-a, relative to voluntary fire service equipment certification, is repealed.
2 Effective Date. Part I of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
Part 11
Establishing a committee to study adopting changes to the state fire and building codes.

1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study adopting changes to the
state fire code and building code.

2 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Three members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
(b) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives.
II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to
the duties of the committee.

3 Duties. The committee shall study adopting changes to the state fire code and building code.

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from
among the members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named senate
member. The first meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this
section. Four members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed
legislation to the president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate
clerk, the house clerk, the governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2021.

6 Effective Date. Part II of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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