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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Public Works and Highways to which

was referred HB 74-FN,

AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark McConkey

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This legislation prohibits the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation (DOT) from adding
ramp toll plazas or open road tolls in the town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations
on the F.E. Everett Turnpike that have higher traffic. New tolling locations are not determined by
the DOT Commissioner but by the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Intermodal Transportation
(GACIT) and the General Court. When they are determined to be necessary they are brought
forward through the 10-year transportation plan. That process begins every two years with the
GACIT, moves to the Governor for input, and finally the Legislature determines what projects make
into the ten-year plan. During the entire process, the DOT Commissioner is a nonvoting member.
The committee recommends this bill be found Inexpedient to Legislate.

Committee: Public Works and Highways

Bill Number: HB 74-FN

Title: relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
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Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 20-1.

Rep. Mark McConkey
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Public Works and Highways
HB 74-FN, relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mark McConkey for Public Works and Highways. This legislation prohibits the Commissioner
of the Department of Transportation (DOT) from adding ramp toll plazas or open road tolls in the
town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations on the F.E. Everett Turnpike that have
higher traffic. New tolling locations are not determined by the DOT Commissioner but by the
Governor’s Advisory Commission on Intermodal Transportation (GACIT) and the General Court.
When they are determined to be necessary they are brought forward through the 10-year
transportation plan. That process begins every two years with the GACIT, moves to the Governor for
input, and finally the Legislature determines what projects make into the ten-year plan. During the
entire process, the DOT Commissioner is a nonvoting member. The committee recommends this bill
be found Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 20-1.
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___________________________________
Honored Colleagues of the Public Works and Highways Committee, please find below my testimony for
tomorrow’s introduction of HB74:

Over the years, many bills regarding the turnpike tolls in Merrimack have come before this committee. In
one way or another, they have sought relief from the unfair burden on Merrimack residents who have
shouldered a disproportional responsibility for the cost for the Everett Turnpike’s operation and
maintenance. This unfairness continues with plans to install open road tolling in Merrimack just north of
exit 8.

I ask the committee to return to the basics of what a turnpike is as you consider this bill. Turnpikes are
user-funded. Drivers that use a turnpike pay for it. To be fair and equitable, the toll should be assessed for
all users proportionally. Fairness and equity - that is what this bill is about.

This bill is not about banning tolls in Merrimack. It is about assessing tolls where the road gets the most
use. Data from the NH Department of Transportation shows the heaviest traffic is along the Nashua
corridor. In fact, the busiest stretch has already been designed and constructed to accommodate toll
booths. Unfortunately, politics scuttled this plan and the busiest section of the turnpike remains free for
users. This is not what a turnpike is supposed to be.

I am happy to answer your questions.

Rosemarie Rung
NH State Representative
Merrimack (Hillsborough 21)
603.424.6664
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