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CONSENT CALENDAR

January 28, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Public Works and Highways to which

was referred HB 74-FN,

AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
Having considered the same, report the same with the
following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark McConkey

FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Public Works and Highways

Bill Number: HB 74-FN

Title: relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
Date: January 28, 2021

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This legislation prohibits the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation (DOT) from adding
ramp toll plazas or open road tolls in the town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations
on the F.E. Everett Turnpike that have higher traffic. New tolling locations are not determined by
the DOT Commissioner but by the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Intermodal Transportation
(GACIT) and the General Court. When they are determined to be necessary they are brought
forward through the 10-year transportation plan. That process begins every two years with the
GACIT, moves to the Governor for input, and finally the Legislature determines what projects make
into the ten-year plan. During the entire process, the DOT Commissioner is a nonvoting member.
The committee recommends this bill be found Inexpedient to Legislate.

Vote 20-1.

Rep. Mark McConkey
FOR THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




CONSENT CALENDAR

Public Works and Highways

HB 74-FN, relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark McConkey for Public Works and Highways. This legislation prohibits the Commissioner
of the Department of Transportation (DOT) from adding ramp toll plazas or open road tolls in the
town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations on the F.E. Everett Turnpike that have
higher traffic. New tolling locations are not determined by the DOT Commissioner but by the
Governor’s Advisory Commission on Intermodal Transportation (GACIT) and the General Court.
When they are determined to be necessary they are brought forward through the 10-year
transportation plan. That process begins every two years with the GACIT, moves to the Governor for
input, and finally the Legislature determines what projects make into the ten-year plan. During the
entire process, the DOT Commissioner is a nonvoting member. The committee recommends this bill
be found Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 20-1.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # / 15 72

BILL TITLE:

DATE: /7§ /M

LOBROOM: p/

MOTION: (Please check one box)

O OTP %@L [J Retain (1% year) 0 Adoption of
Amendment #
1 Interina Study (2nd year) (if offered)

Moved by Rep. £ 7/, : Seconded by Rep. Vote: _O-
%A/X?f 2 Co-/

MOTION: (Please check one box)

0O OTP O orP/A  LIITL [ Retain (1% year) [0 Adoption of
Amendment #
[T Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: {Please check cne box)

3 OTP O orp/a  TITL [0 Retain (1%t year) O Adoption of
Amendment #
1 Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:

MOTION: (Please check one box)

O oTP O orP/iA  LITTL {1 Retain (1t year) ¢ Adoption of
Amendment #
O Interim Study (2nd year) (if offered)
Moved by Rep. Seconded by Rep. Vote:
CONSENT CALENDAR: Zfl YES NO

Motion

Minority Report? Yes Z§ No

Respectfully submitted:

g Rep. Davicﬁz, Clerk
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House Remote Testify

Public Works and Highways Committee Testify List for Bill HB74 on 2021-01-28
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 74-FN
BILL TITLE: relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
DATE: January 28, 2021
LOB ROOM:  hybrid Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:54 a.m.
Time Adjourned: 11:08 a.m.
Committee Members: Reps. Graham, McConkey, Milz, Somero, Newton, Blasek, Bordes,

Kaczynski, Kilanski, Thompson, Cloutier, Edgar, Ebel, Jack, Abbott, Faulkner, S.
Newman, Pedersen, Query and Bunker, Grassie

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Rung Rep. Mayville Rep. Blasek

TESTIMONY
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Rung. Bill sponsor - Presented bill and written testimony. no questions.

Rep. Blasek - spoke in favor of bill. no questions

Rep. Horrigan - Complemented Rep. Rung and presented his views on tolling.

Rep. Murphv - spoke in favor of bill and presented the argument that Merrimack residents are
tolled unfairly.

Rep. Abbott - Spoke against the bill. Concerned about the fact of negative legislation.

Victoria Sheehan - DOT Commissioner. Explained 10 year plan process and the impact of
removing tolls.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Milz, Clerk
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HB 74-FN - AS INTRODUCED
2021 SESSION

21-0047
06/11

HOUSE BILL 74-FN
AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
SPONSORS: Rep. Rung, Hills. 21; Rep. Mayville, Hilla. 21; Rep, Blasek, Hills. 21

COMMITTEE:  Public Works and Highways

ANALYSIS

Thia bill prohibite the commissioner of the department of transportation from adding ramp toll
plazas or open road tolls in the town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations on the
F.E. Everett Turnpike that have more traffic,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-nnd-struelthrough:]
Matter which ia either {a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 74-FN - AS INTRODUCED
21-0047
06/11

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One
AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas,

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Department of Transportation; Prohibition of Merrimack Tolls. The commissioner of the
department of transportation shall not include in the 10 year transportation improvement plan any
ramp or open road tolls in the town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations of the
F.E. Turnpike with higher daily average traffic volume counts.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




LBA

21-0047
10/22/20
HB 74-FN- FISCAL NOTE
ASINTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County { ]Local [ 1None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 %0 30 $0
Revenue Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable

METHODOLOGY:

This bill prohibita the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation including in the 10

year transportation improvement plan any ramp toll plazas or open road tolls in the town of
Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations on the F.E. Everett Turnpike that have

more traffic. Without knowing specific tolling locations, the Department is unable to estimate

changes in traffic volumes and revenue along the F.E Everett Turnpike and therefore cannot

estimate the fiscal impact of this bill.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Transportation
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 74-FN
BILL TITLE: relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
DATE: January 28, 2021
LOB ROOM:  hybrid Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 10:54 a.m.
Time Adjourned: 11:08 a.m.
Committee Members: Reps. Graham, McConkey, Milz, Somero, Newton, Blasek, Bordes,

Kaczynski, Kilanski, Thompson, Cloutier, Edgar, Ebel, Jack, Abbott, Faulkner, S.
Newman, Pedersen, Query and Bunker, Grassie

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Rung Rep. Mayville Rep. Blasek

TESTIMONY
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Rung. Bill sponsor - Presented bill and written testimony. no questions.

Rep. Blasek - spoke in favor of bill. no questions

Rep. Horrigan - Complemented Rep. Rung and presented his views on tolling.

Rep. Murphv - spoke in favor of bill and presented the argument that Merrimack residents are
tolled unfairly.

Rep. Abbott - Spoke against the bill. Concerned about the fact of negative legislation.

Victoria Sheehan - DOT Commissioner. Explained 10 year plan process and the impact of
removing tolls.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Milz, Clerk
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Testimony



Archived: Friday, March 5, 2021 10:55:48 AM
From: Rosemarie Rung

Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 6:43:49 PM
To: ~House Public Works and Highways
Subject: HB74-FN Public Testimony

I mportance: Normal

Honored Colleagues of the Public Works and Highways Committee, please find below my testimony for
tomorrow’s introduction of HB74:

Over the years, many bills regarding the turnpike tolls in Merrimack have come before this committee. In
one way or another, they have sought relief from the unfair burden on Merrimack residents who have
shouldered a disproportional responsibility for the cost for the Everett Turnpike’s operation and
maintenance. This unfairness continues with plans to install open road tolling in Merrimack just north of
exit 8.

| ask the committee to return to the basics of what a turnpike is as you consider this bill. Turnpikes are
user-funded. Drivers that use a turnpike pay for it. To be fair and equitable, the toll should be assessed for
all users proportionally. Fairness and equity - that is what this bill is about.

This bill is not about banning tolls in Merrimack. It is about assessing tolls where the road gets the most
use. Data from the NH Department of Transportation shows the heaviest traffic is along the Nashua
corridor. In fact, the busiest stretch has already been designed and constructed to accommodate toll
booths. Unfortunately, politics scuttled this plan and the busiest section of the turnpike remains free for
users. This is not what a turnpike is supposed to be.

| am happy to answer your questions.

Rosemarie Rung

NH State Representative
Merrimack (Hillsborough 21)
603.424.6664
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HB 74-FN - AS INTRODUCED
2021 SESSION

21-0047
06/11

HOUSE BILL 74-FN
AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.
SPONSORS: Rep. Rung, Hills. 21; Rep. Mayville, Hilla. 21; Rep, Blasek, Hills. 21

COMMITTEE:  Public Works and Highways

ANALYSIS

Thia bill prohibite the commissioner of the department of transportation from adding ramp toll
plazas or open road tolls in the town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations on the
F.E. Everett Turnpike that have more traffic,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-nnd-struelthrough:]
Matter which ia either {a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 74-FN - AS INTRODUCED
21-0047
06/11

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One
AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas,

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Department of Transportation; Prohibition of Merrimack Tolls. The commissioner of the
department of transportation shall not include in the 10 year transportation improvement plan any
ramp or open road tolls in the town of Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations of the
F.E. Turnpike with higher daily average traffic volume counts.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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21-0047
10/22/20
HB 74-FN- FISCAL NOTE
ASINTRODUCED

AN ACT relative to the Merrimack ramp toll plazas.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County { ]Local [ 1None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
Appropriation $0 %0 30 $0
Revenue Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable

METHODOLOGY:

This bill prohibita the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation including in the 10

year transportation improvement plan any ramp toll plazas or open road tolls in the town of
Merrimack unless tolls are placed in other locations on the F.E. Everett Turnpike that have

more traffic. Without knowing specific tolling locations, the Department is unable to estimate

changes in traffic volumes and revenue along the F.E Everett Turnpike and therefore cannot

estimate the fiscal impact of this bill.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Transportation
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