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February 8, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 564,

AN ACT prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear

gas by law enforcement. Having considered the same,

and being unable to agree with the Majority, report

with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO

PASS.

Rep. Casey Conley

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

Events over the last year have demonstrated the need for uniform standards for deployment of non-
lethal weapons. This bill made a good faith effort to establish those boundaries. The minority
acknowledges concerns with the language of the existing bill but believe it could have been
addressed with an amendment. 

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 564

Title: prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear
gas by law enforcement.

Date: February 8, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Rep. Casey Conley
FOR THE MINORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 564, prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear gas by law enforcement. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Casey Conley for theMinority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. Events over the last year
have demonstrated the need for uniform standards for deployment of non-lethal weapons. This bill
made a good-faith effort to establish those boundaries. The minority acknowledges concerns with the
language of the existing bill but believe it could have been addressed with an amendment. 
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REGULAR CALENDAR

February 8, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and

Public Safety to which was referred HB 564,

AN ACT prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear

gas by law enforcement. Having considered the same,

report the same with the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that it is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Gary Hopper

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill prohibits the use of rubber bullets and tear gas (non-deadly force) by law enforcement. The
majority of the Criminal Justice Committee believes it to be inexpedient to legislate at this time. In
2020 we saw, all across our country peaceful protests that morphed into riots. Businesses were
destroyed, parts of cities were taken over, hundreds of police officers were injured and many were
murdered. Removing a non-lethal tool that police have to restore order in chaotic times is ill advised.
Advocates for the bill mentioned that police departments such as Nashua are well trained and they
did not know of any misuse of the rubber bullets or tear gas. There was no evidence given to the
committee of the abuse of these tools in NH.

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 564

Title: prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear
gas by law enforcement.

Date: February 8, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 12-8.

Rep. Gary Hopper
FOR THE MAJORITY
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 564, prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear gas by law enforcement. MAJORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Gary Hopper for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill prohibits the use
of rubber bullets and tear gas (non-deadly force) by law enforcement. The majority of the Criminal
Justice Committee believes it to be inexpedient to legislate at this time. In 2020 we saw, all across
our country peaceful protests that morphed into riots. Businesses were destroyed, parts of cities
were taken over, hundreds of police officers were injured and many were murdered. Removing a non-
lethal tool that police have to restore order in chaotic times is ill advised. Advocates for the bill
mentioned that police departments such as Nashua are well trained and they did not know of any
misuse of the rubber bullets or tear gas. There was no evidence given to the committee of the abuse
of these tools in NH.
Vote 12-8.
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OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK 

1/22/2021 9:56:15 AM 
Roll Call Committee Registers 
Report 

2021 SESSION 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

Bill #: Motion: :NZ-72_ 	 AM #: 

 

Exec Session Date: 

      

Members YEAS 	Nays  NV 

     

Abbas, Daryl A. Chairman 

Welch, David A. Vice Chairman 

/ 

ANNIIPP9- 
13txtrA Gh-n-Av 

Hopper, Gary S. 	 0 3 
Green, Dennis E. 

Wallace, Scott 

Testerman, Dave 

True, Chris 

Pratt, Kevin M. 

Marston, Dick 

Rhodes, Jennifer M. Clerk 

Harriott-Gathright, Linda C. 

Pantelakos, Laura C. 

O'Hearne, Andrew 

Bordenet, John 

Meuse, David 

Newman, Ray E. 

Bouldin, Amanda C. 

Conley, Casey M. 

Klein-Knight, Nicole 

Br 	y,  Amy 

  

    



BILL TITLE: 

DATE: - 

LOB ROOM: 

vAF HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC S ETY 

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # a7S47--. 1-6 

146A4erhdid (vAtffik3 

z6L7 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

❑ OTP ITL CI Retain (1st year) 	0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 	 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Seconded by Rep. /1 DA- 	Vote: Moved by Rep. 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

❑ OTP 	0 OTP/A ❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	CI Adoption of 
Amendment # 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

E OTP 	0 OTP/A ❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

CI OTP 	7 OTP/A ❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 	YES 

Minority Report? 	Yes 	No If yes, author, Rep: Motion 

 

  

Respectfully submitted: C, 	  
Rep-11,16t4+14e-WelisTeferk.„ 

Jeit/ahz /odes 
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House Remote Testify 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Testify List for Bill HB564 on 2021-02-05 
Support: 245 Oppose: 43 Neutral: 5 Total to Testify: 17 

Export to Excel 

City, State Non- 
Name Email Address Title Representing 	 Position Testifying Germane Signed Up 

Naro, Anthony 
tony@bernazzanilaw.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

NHACDL 	 Support 	Yes (5m) 	No 2/3/2021 5:01 PM 

Espitia, Manny manny.espitia@leg.state.nh.us  An Elected Official Myself 	 Support 	Yes (5m) 	No 2/4/2021 10:38 PM 

Tshiela, Ronelle 
ronelletshiela@blmmanchester.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Black Lives Matter Manchester 	Support 	Yes (4m) 	No 2/2/2021 4:44 PM 

Hruska, Jeanne Jearme@aclu-nh.org  A Lobbyist ACLU-NH 	 Support 	Yes (3m) 	No 2/3/2021 5:23 PM 

DiTullio, Gregory 
gditulli@manchestemh.gov  

A Member of the 
Public 

Manchester Police Department 	Oppose 	Yes (3m) 	No 2/4/2021 3:29 PM 

Thompson, Jordan 
jordan@blmnashua.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself 	 Support 	Yes (3m) 	No 2/2/2021 4:24 PM 

Lang, Michael 
langm@nashuapd.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

NH Association of Chiefs of Police 	Oppose 	Yes (3m) 	No 2/3/2021 2:46 PM 

Lunney, Grace 
gracelunney@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself/NHEISD 	 Support 	Yes (3m) 	No 2/4/2021 9:47 PM 

Perez, Erika eyzerep@gmail.com  A Lobbyist New Hampshire Youth Movement 	Support 	Yes (3m) 	No 2/4/2021 2:48 PM 

Richard, Roger 
bowlake92@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself 	 Support 	Yes (2m) 	No 2/5/2021 10:30 AM 

Abramson, Max Max.Abramson@leg.state.nh.us  An Elected Official Myself 	 Neutral 	Yes (lm) 	No 2/5/2021 11:41 AM 

Taylor, Edward 
slytherinking4ever@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself 	 Oppose 	Yes (Om) 	No 2/5/2021 11:45 AM 

Schmidt, Jan tesha4@gmail.com  An Elected Official Myself 	 Support 	Yes (Om) 	No 2/5/2021 11:47 AM 

Baldasaro, Rep Al mbaldasaro@comcast.net  An Elected Official Myself 	 Oppose 	Yes (Om) 	No 2/5/2021 12:04 PM 

Hoell, JR A Member of the Myself and New Hampshire Firearms Neutral 	Yes (Om) 	No 2/5/2021 12:11 PM 
jr@jrhoell.com  Public Coalition 

Schmidt, 
Representative Jan tesha4@gmail.com  

An Elected Official Myself 	 Support 	Yes (0m) 	No 2/5/2021 8:57 AM 



Schmidt, Rep Jan tesha4@gmail.com  An Elected Official Myself Support Yes (Om) No 1/28/2021 10:39 AM 

Grossi, Anne 
adgrossi7982@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/29/2021 10:13 PM 

Thompson, Tye 
lbowTye@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/30/2021 7:21 AM 

Phillips, Margery A Member of the Myself Support No No 1/30/2021 7:23 AM 
Margeryphillips@gmail.com  Public 

Lynch, Chrisinda 
cmmelynch@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/30/2021 12:08 PM 

Kennedy, Charlene 
charlenekennedy127@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/30/2021 8:19 PM 

Fordey, Nicole 
nikkif610@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/30/2021 9:05 PM 

Garen, June 
jzanesgaren@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/31/2021 8:37 PM 

McWilliams, Rebecca rebecca.mcwilliams@leg.state.nh.us  An Elected Official Merrimack 27 Support No No 1/31/2021 10:50 PM 

Spencer, Louise 
kentstusa@aol.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 1/31/2021 10:57 PM 

Podlipny, Ann 
apodlipny57@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 6:36 AM 

Wilke, Mary 
wilke.mary@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 7:40 AM 

Core11, Elizabeth A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 8:43 AM 
Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com  Public 

Torpey, Jeanne 
jtorp51@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 11:41 AM 

Anderson, Keryn 
kerynlanderson@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 1:09 PM 

Straiton, Marie A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 2:07 PM 
M.straiton@comcast.net  Public 

Carter, Lilian 
lcarter0914@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 3:45 PM 

Hampton, Doris 
dandmhamp38@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 4:09 PM 

Schriedel, Justus 
justusschriedel@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 8:14 PM 

Olson, Alix 
alixmartha22@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 8:28 PM 

Pierog, Jake 
pierogjake@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/1/2021 8:32 PM 

Feder, Marsha 
marshafeder@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 9:27 AM 

Rettew, Annie abrettew@gmail.com  A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 8:17 AM 



Public 

Spinney, Shaun 
shaunspin95@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/2/2021 12:52 PM 

Wood, Elizabeth 
lizw89@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 4:19 PM 

Lessard, Madeline 
madelinelessard17@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 4:19 PM 

Chase, Michelle A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 4:20 PM 
Mechaseee@gmail.com  Public 

Turner, Kayla A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 4:21 PM 
Kaylajadeturner@gmail.com  Public 

Damon, Claudia 
cordsdamon@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 4:06 PM 

Shea, Dawn 
dashea@outlook.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 4:18 PM 

Pihl, Scott 
scott88302@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 4:19 PM 

Muschett, Andrea 
Andrea.muschett@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 4:45 PM 

Hakken-Phillips, 
Mary Mary.HakkenPhillips@leg.state.nh.us  

An Elected Official Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 4:49 PM 

See, Alvin 
absee@4Liberty.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 5:35 PM 

Donahue, Melinda 
mdonahue2b@outlook.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 6:08 PM 

Jones, Stephanie 
stephaniermjones@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 6:14 PM 

Gugliucci, Nicole 
nicoleegugliucci@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:14 PM 

Engelhardt, Elizabeth 
eengelhl@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:28 PM 

Levesque, Craig 
cveck99@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 8:28 PM 

Frey, Gina 
ginagfrey@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:33 PM 

Babladelis, Nicholas 
nbabladelis@sps.edu  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:40 PM 

Alejo, Rocio 
rocio.ro.ro@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:52 PM 

Vo, Deborah 
debvo2013@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:57 PM 

Frey, Kevin 
ginagfrey@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:03 PM 

Shirilla, Sarah A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:11 PM 



sshirilla79@gmail.com  Public 

wolfson, paul 
paul_wolfson@hotmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:12 PM 

Wilcox, Bryan 
bwilcox8963@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 11:55 PM 

O'Hagin, Jamie 
jamie.ohagin@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/5/2021 12:06 AM 

Curtis, Mahra 
m.noellelawrence@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/5/2021 6:37 AM 

Miles, Manda 
fergusmiles@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 5:32 PM 

Rupp, Seth 
sdrupp0513@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 6:32 PM 

Daigneau, Meghan 
meghandaigneau4@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 6:33 PM 

Sinclair, Shawn 
shawnesinclair@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 6:40 PM 

Bordeleau, Olivia 
livbordelea@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 12:32 AM 

Pedersen, Michael PedersenUSA@aim.com  An Elected Official Hillsborough 32 Support No No 2/4/2021 1:17 AM 

Russell, John A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 3:23 AM 
Jmrusse1163@yahoo.corn Public 

Lui, Gabrielle A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 5:49 AM 
Gibbyloo12@gmail.com  Public 

Gillis, Kim 
kgillis@live.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 7:18 PM 

Hyatt, Sofia A 
shyatt3323@gmail.corn 

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 7:33 PM 

Minahan, Sarah A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 7:36 PM 
Sminahan92@gmail.com  Public 

Fanning, Brian 
brian.jalanning@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 9:13 PM 

Cote, Lois 
lcote06@outlook.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 9:28 PM 

Kissel, Jakob 
jake.kissel@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 9:36 PM 

Bradbury-Koster, Ben 
benbradkost@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 9:55 PM 

Garrette, Ryan 
ryan.garrette@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 10:48 PM 

Kutz, Dave 
dkutz87@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 10:54 PM 

johnson, suzanne j ohnson811@yahoo.com  A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:53 AM 



Public 

Aronson, Laura 
laura@mlans.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/3/2021 11:46 PM 

Cutshall, Catherine 
vivadofamily@aol.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 1:07 AM 

Vivado, Mauricio 
maumojo@aol.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 1:07 AM 

Abramson, Quincy 
quincyleah@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 11:18 AM 

lounsbury, sydney 
sydneylounsbury17@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 6:43 AM 

Spencer, Emily 
emilyloucele@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:20 AM 

Thomas, Sally A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:24 AM 
Sallythomas@comcast.net  Public 

Wu, Jennifer A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:29 AM 
Jenni.c.wu@gmail.com  Public 

Chen, Melinda 
maestrachen@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:35 AM 

Neville, Betsey 
betsey2003@tds.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:56 AM 

Potvin, Shana 
shanapotvin@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:56 AM 

blakeney, rob 
rbplease@aol.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 7:57 AM 

Faria, Kevin A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 8:39 AM 
Kevin_faria@yahoo.com  Public 

Donovan, Julie 
julie.donovan@juno.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:44 AM 

Spielman, Kathy 
jspielman@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:56 AM 

Spielman, James 
jspielman@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 8:56 AM 

Brooks, Seth 
sethbrooks2000@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:00 AM 

Kaynak, Katherine 
katekaynak@aol.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:12 AM 

McKinnon, Beth 
mccarper@msn.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:24 AM 

Carlton, Susan 
susankcarlton@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 9:52 AM 

Brown, William 
bill.brown.tu78@alum.dartmouth.org  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:00 AM 

Mangipudi, Latha An Elected Official Hills 35 Support No No 2/4/2021 10:09 AM 



Latha.mangipudi@leg.state.N.H.us 

morgan, meredith 
meredithm@kahres.org  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:20 AM 

KEHLER, THOMAS 
kehler.thomas@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:24 AM 

Brown, Jean 
j eanebrownl @gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:39 AM 

Seavey, Deb A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:41 AM 
Dshowardl@aol.com  Public 

Leavitt, Austin 
supernalclarity@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 11:27 AM 

Montibello, Joe 
josephmontibello@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 11:32 AM 

Austin, Suzanne 
suzanne321@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 11:37 AM 

Mott-Smith, Wiltrud 
wmottsm@worldpath.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 11:48 AM 

Coss, Adrian 
ac1459@unhlaw.unh.edu  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 12:01 PM 

Dooley, Joleen A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 10:10 PM 
Joleen35@hotmail.com  Public 

Blackman, Eleanor A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 12:52 PM 
Elster432@yahoo.com  Public 

Paquette, Rebecca 
rebecca.k.paquette@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 1:08 PM 

Pinneo, Sarah 
spinneo@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 2/4/2021 1:31 PM 

Evans, Anne A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 2:13 PM 
Anne.m.evans4@gmail.com  Public 

Alvord, Virginia 
valvord65@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/4/2021 2:28 PM 

Pinto, Josie josie@nhyouthmovement.org  A Lobbyist New Hampshire Youth Movement Support No No 2/4/2021 2:47 PM 

Leavitt, Kathy 
kmleavitt9@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 4:45 PM 

Lossman, Rhys 
rhyslossman@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 4:58 PM 

Gosselin, Jennifer 
jmg1975@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:00 PM 

Poulin, Ashley A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:19 PM 
Ashley.L.Poulin@gmail.com  Public 

Schultz, Tabitha 
schultz@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:25 PM 

Bertrand, Kurt kurt.bertrand@gmail.com  A Member of the Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:25 PM 



Public 

Roe, Shea 
shazy531@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:27 PM 

Siegart, Diane 
dsiegart@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:33 PM 

Liff, Rachel 
liffrachel@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:34 PM 

Jordan, Dani 
dandelionwalk@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:36 PM 

Talcott, Erin 
erin.malay@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 2/2/2021 5:39 PM 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 564

BILL TITLE: prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear gas by law enforcement.

DATE: February 5, 2021

LOB ROOM: Hybrid Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 11:35 AM

Time Adjourned: 2:10 PM

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Welch, Rhodes, Hopper, Green, Wallace, Testerman,
True, Pratt, Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet, Meuse, R.
Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Conley and Klein-Knight

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Espitia Rep. J. Schmidt

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Espitia
 Feels they are harmful

Q: Rep. Testerman – Would you prefer real bullets?
A: No, wants another alternative
Q: Rep. Meuse – Have you ever seen officers in NH use these options?
A: No.
Q: Rep. Newman – What would you consider a reason to use tear gas or rubber bullets?
A: Up to the police

Michael Lang – NH Police Chief Association – Oppose
 Sat with NH Police Dept.

 Used as an option not to need deadly force and keep public safe

Q: Rep. Hopper – How often are these options used in NH
A: Less lethal in Nashua – 6 times

Rep. Edwards – Oppose
 Mistake and foolish to remove giving mobs will never go away

Jordan Thompson – ACLU – Support

Q: Rep. Klein-Knight Do you know of any events in NH that were met with such force?
A: No response
Q: Rep. Bouldin – Is it appropriate for children or pets to be gassed or use of rubber bullets?
A: No

Jeanne Hruska – Support
 Supports amendment making it harder – not prohibited

Q: Rep. Conley – Are there towns or cities that have banned?
A: Yes

Rep. Schmidt – Support
 Stressed difference between peaceful and riot

Q: Rep. Testerman – Difference between deadly weapon
A: Life threatening



Doug Marino – Support
 These options promote racism

Ronelle Tshiella – BLM – Manchester – Support
 Used for peaceful protest racially

JR Hoell – Neutral
 Gives options, if used incorrectly thy should be held responsible for actions

Max Abramson – Support

Asma Elhuri – Support

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes, Clerk
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To:   The New Hampshire House of Representatives: 
        Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee 
 
From:   Anthony J. Naro – Bernazzani Law appearing on behalf of 


The New Hampshire Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
 
Date: February 4, 20201 
 
Re: Written Testimony on HB 564 
 
 


I. INTRODUCTION 
 


  The New Hampshire Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NHACDL) 
consists of more than 250 Granite State lawyers whose practices include a significant 
amount of criminal defense work.  Our membership includes private practitioners and 
state and federal public defenders.  NHACDL is an affiliate of the National Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers and shares its mission to ensure justice and due process for 
persons accused of crime and to promote the proper and fair administration of criminal 
and juvenile justice. 
 


II. SB 39 
 


Rubber bullets and tear gas have no place in our communities. Each has its own 
problems which I would like to address in turn, however, we must first call them what 
they are – deadly weapons. “Less-lethal” is a phrase that many have adopted to described 
rubber bullets, tear gas, and other projectiles that can cause death or serious bodily injury. 
That is nothing for than sugarcoating. Less lethal is still lethal and that is something we 
must all recognize if we are to have an honest and meaningful discussion about the role 
of such weaponry by local and state law enforcement.  


This bill seeks to amend RSA 627:5 which addresses when law enforcement may use 
non-deadly force and deadly force against another person. When we are talking about the 
use of rubber bullets and tear gas, we are talking about the use of deadly force.  


A. Rubber Bullets 
Rubber bullets, which often have a metal core, can disable, disfigure, and kill. A 2017 


study which reviewed 25 years of international data regarding death, injuries and 
permanent disabilities from rubber bullets found that 3% of people hit by rubber bullets 
died of injuries suffered from being stuck by those bullets. 15.5% of people suffered 
permanent injuries including bowel injuries requiring surgery, splenic trauma leading to 
the removal of the spleen, and eye injuries leading to the loss of vision.  
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The recent upsurge in protests over the murder of George Floyd and other Black 
Americans by law enforcement has been accompanied by an upsurge in police use of 
rubber bullets and devastating injuries therefrom. A freelance photograoher was blinded 
in one eye, a teenager in Minneapolis was left with a broken jaw, a 23-year old woman 
left with devastating facial injuries, the list goes on and the pictures are disturbing to say 
the least.  


 
Shannyn Sharyse Nara, 23, was shot at with a rubber bullet by police officers while protesting 
the death of George Floyd.  
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The American Academy of Ophthalmology has called on lawmakers to take action and restrict the 
use of rubber bullets.  
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A police officer pushes a man in a wheelchair who suffered a severe wound to his face after 
police fired rubber bullets into a crowd of George Flynn protesters in Los Angeles. (Robert 
Gauthier / Los Angeles Times via Getty Images) 
 


 As I said, rubber bullets are not made of a soft rubber, but rather are made from a 
variety of materials including rubber, polyvinyl chloride, plastic, and metal. Propelled at 
a high velocity, these projectiles can cause serious injury, including death. What is 
equally troubling is that there are no nationally agreed-upon standards for the use of these 
deadly weapons.   
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 Jim Bourg/Reuters 
A photographer holds rubber bullet rounds fired by police during a protest amid nationwide 
unrest following the death in Minneapolis police custody of George Floyd, in Washington, D.C., 
May 31, 2020. 


 
In addition to their composition and velocity at which they are fired, some researchers 


believe that the irregular shape of rubber bullets makes it difficult to target and creates 
unpredictable trajectories. According to Dr. Rohini Haar, an emergency physician, 
medical expert at Physicians for Human Rights, and Research Fellow at the Human 
Rights Center at UC Berkeley's School of Law, "There's really no way to use them safely 
in the crowd control setting to disperse the crowd or target a single violent individual 
within a crowd." 


Paragraph II sets forth the exception to the prohibition against law enforcement using 
deadly force against another person and crowd control is not one of those exceptions. 
Yet, that is what rubber bullets and tear gas are most used for. 


 
B. Tear Gas 
 
Tear gas a the generic term for a class of compounds that cause a burning sensation. 


Most American law enforcement agencies use a chemical call CS, short for 2-
chlorobenzalmalononitrate; a nerve gas designed to induce pain. The pain induces 
coughing and degrades the mucus membranes in your eyes, nose, mouth and lungs – all 
which are there to protect people from viruses and bacteria. When deployed via large-
scale canisters or through grenades, tear gas and other chemical irritants such as pepper 
spray, can do indiscriminate harm.  


According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, severe tear gas 
poisoning can blind or kill people through chemical burns and respiratory failure. There 
is no question that it is a deadly weapon. Tear gas can also cause long-term harm, by 
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making people more susceptible to contracting influenza, pneumonia, and other illness. 
This long-term effect of tear gas should resonate with this body as it sits in session during 
a pandemic.  


The 1925 Geneva Protocol and the 1994 Chemical Weapons Convention prohibit the 
use of agents like tear gas in warfare. It is quite simple. If an American solider cannot use 
tear gas in a foreign land against an enemy of the state, an American law enforcement 
officer should not be permitted to use tear gas on American soil against citizens.  
 


III.  Conclusion/Summary 
 


This bill is good policy but should be expanded to include all kinetic energy 
projectiles including not just rubber bullets but other ammunition such as “bean bag” 
projectiles which are fabric bags filled with metal and fired from 12-gauge police 
shotguns, and “sponge rounds” which are bullets with blunt tips. I would also recommend 
tightening up the definition of tear gas to not restrict the use of handheld aerosol pepper-
spray in the field. I do not say this as an endorsement of use devices; however I believe 
that the intent of this bill is not to restrict such devices and should therefore be made 
clear. The language should also be broadened to include not just tear gas canisters, but 
also “pepper balls” that contain irritant powders and “smoke canisters.”  
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Mr Chairman and Committee Members,

Thank you for your time to allow me to testify in support of House BIll # 564. My name is Grace

Lunney and I will be testifying on behalf of the New Hampshire High School Democrats.

Attached is my testimony.

Thank you
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Mr Chairman and Committee Members,  
 
Thank you for hearing me and for your time today to allow me to testify in support of House BIll 
# 564.  
 
My name is Grace Lunney and I am a student at Newmarket Junior Senior High School. I am 
here today testifying on behalf of the New Hampshire High School Democrats.  
 
Our organization stands in support of HB # 564 as this bill is a necessary step in ending racial 
injustice in the police system as well as preventing the unnecessary injury of peaceful 
protesters. 
 
For many years, weapons such as rubber bullets and tear gas have been deemed non lethal 
despite studies increasingly showing otherwise. A study done by the British Medical Journal 
showed that of people who are injured by a rubber bullet 3% die from their injuries and 15% 
suffer a permanent disability as a result. And despite being considered non lethal by law 
enforcement across the country, these weapons are not harmless by any means. Injuries from 
rubber bullets can range from bruising to bone fractures, nerve damage, and even damage to 
vital organs depending on the location of the body in which the victim is hit. Though tear gas has 
been most commonly known to cause watering of the eyes and irritate the nose and mouth, 
when deployed in enclosed spaces can actually result in chemical burns and vision loss.  
The American Academy of Ophthalmology issued a statement calling on police to end the use 
of rubber bullets as a way to disperse groups, emphasizing that these weapons often cause life 
altering eye injuries.  
 
Along with the issues previously stated, the difference in police response that has been 
observed in the January 6th capitol riot versus 2020 racial justice protests is brazenly clear, and 
quite frankly, hypocritical. As Black Lives Matter protesters peacefully took to the streets across 
America, they were met with violent shows of force by police who used rubber bullets and tear 
gas. For instance, Seacoast Black Lives Matter organizer Julian Maduro told NPR that she saw 
violent shows of force against racial justice advocates at a protest she attended in late May in 
Portland, Maine. However, an opposite reaction by law enforcement can be seen during the 
Capitol Riot that took place earlier this year. Instead some police officers were filmed taking 
selfies with rioters and even removing barriers allowing rioters easier access to the Capitol 
building.  In response to these recent events, President Joseph Biden tweeted “No one can tell 
me that if it had been a group of Black Lives Matter protestors yesterday that they wouldn't have 
been treated very differently than the mob that stormed the Capitol," "We all know that's true — 
and it's unacceptable." Racial bias has been in our policing system for centuries and it is long 
past time that action be taken. HB 564 and other legislation like it are important steps to take.  
 
Already we have seen the push for legislation banning law enforcement’s use of tear gas and 
rubber bullets at the federal level by Senator Bernie Sanders and Senator Edward Markey who 
have announced The No Tear Gas or Projectiles Act which would prohibit federal, state and 
local law enforcement’s use of tear gas and rubber bullets.  







 
 
 
Thank you so much for your time. I appreciate the time that you have taken to hear my 
testimony and would like to request that no questions be asked afterwards.  
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HB 564 - AS INTRODUCED 

2021 SESSION 
21-0693 
08/11 

HOUSE BILL 	564 

AN ACT 	prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear gas by law enforcement. 

SPONSORS: 	Rep. Espitia, Hills. 31; Rep. J. Schmidt, Hills. 28 

COMMITTEE: Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

ANALYSIS 

This bill prohibits the use of rubber bullets and tear gas by law enforcement. 

Explanation: 	Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 
Matter removed from current law appears [in brackcts and struckthrough.] 
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One 

AN ACT 
	

prohibiting the use of rubber bullets and tear gas by law enforcement. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

1 	1 New Paragraph; Rubber Bullets and Tear Gas Prohibited. Amend RSA 627:5 by inserting 

2 	after paragraph IX the following new paragraph: 

3 	X. The use of rubber bullets or tear gas by any law enforcement officer is prohibited, 

4 	2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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