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the same with the recommendation that the bill OUGHT
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STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would delete the limitation on the placement of the blue motorist service signs on limited
access highways. Under existing law, these signs are prohibited north of Concord, but are allowed
south of Concord. This bill would create uniformity throughout the state. This type of signage
would be in accordance with federal rules and subject to approval of the New Hampshire
Department of Transportation with no cost to the state.
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Bill Number: HB 305

Title: relative to motorist service signs on limited
access highways.

Date: January 28, 2021

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

Vote 21-0.

Rep. John Cloutier
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Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Public Works and Highways
HB 305, relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. John Cloutier for Public Works and Highways. This bill would delete the limitation on the
placement of the blue motorist service signs on limited access highways. Under existing law, these
signs are prohibited north of Concord, but are allowed south of Concord. This bill would create
uniformity throughout the state. This type of signage would be in accordance with federal rules and
subject to approval of the New Hampshire Department of Transportation with no cost to the state.
Vote 21-0.
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Minority Report? 	Yes No 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

❑ OTP 	❑ OTP/A 0 ITL 	0 Retain (Pt year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

0 Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	Vote: 	 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

0 OTP 	❑ OTP/A 0 ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

0 Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep- 	  Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 

CONSENT CALENDAR: ~5  YES NO 

Respectfully submitted: 
Rep. David Miltz, 

author, Rep: 	  Motion 
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Amendment # 

0 Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	Vote: 	 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS 

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 305 

BILL TITLE: relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. 

DATE: January 28, 2021 

LOB ROOM: hybrid 	 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 	10:35 a.m. 

Time Adjourned: 10:53 a.m. 

Committee Members: Reps. Graham, McConkey, Milz, Somero, Newton, Blasek, Bordes, 
Kaczynski, Kilanski, Thompson, Cloutier, Edgar, Ebel, Jack, Abbott, Faulkner, S. 
Newman, Pedersen, Query and Bunker, Grassie 

Bill Sponsors: 
Rep. Horrigan 

TESTIMONY 

* 	Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted. 

Rep. Horrigan  - Presented bill and gave past history of legislation involved and presented written 
testimony. No questions. 

Henry Veilleux -  Spoke in favor of bill and explained use of signage. no questions 

Bill Lambert,  DOT Presented written testimony and spoke in favor. Explained different 
categories of signage and cost responsibilities. 

Rep. Cloutier  - question regarding the revenue profitability of program. 

Answer: The state has no profitability, just cost recovery. 

Rep. Ebel - Wished to have a review of past DOT sign restrictions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rep. David Milz, Clerk 
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House Remote Testify 

Public Works and Highways Committee Testify List for Bill HB305 on 2021-01-28 

Name Email Address 

william.r.lambert@dot.nh.gov  

hveilleux@sheehan.com  

timothy.horrigan@legstate.nhAls 

ericsratlibun@gmail.com  

Phone 

603.27 L1679 

603.496.1296 

603.969.3823 

860.912.3751 

Title 

State Agency Staff 

A Lobbyist 

An Elected Official 

A Member of the Public 

Representing 

Department of Transportation 

NH Lodging & Restaurant 
Association 

Myself 

Myself 

Position Testifing Signed Up 

1/25/2021 1:46 PM 

1/25/2021 3:03 PM 

1/25/2021 4:53 PM 

1/27/2021 10:04 PM 

Lambert, Bill 

Veilleux, Henry 

Horrigan, Timothy 

Rathbun, Eric 

Neutral 

Support 

Support 

Support 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 



HR 305 - AS INTRODUCED 

2021 SESSION 
21-0373 
06/11 

HOUSE BILL 	305 

AN ACT 	relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. 

SPONSORS: 	Rep. Horrigan, Straf. 6 

COMMITTEE: Public Works and Highways 

ANALYSIS 

This bill deletes a limitation on the placement of motorist service signs on limited access 
highways. 

Explanation: 	Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 
Matter removed from current law appears (in-braeketo and otruckthroughd 
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 



1113 305 -AS INTRODUCED 
21-0373 
06/11 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One 

AN ACT 	relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in, General Court convened: 

	

1 	1 Limited Access Highways; Placement of Motorist Service Signs. Amend RSA 230:49, I to read 

	

2 	as follows: 

	

3 	I. The location of essential motorist services, including food, fuel, lodging, camping, and 

	

4 	attractions, on connecting service roads within 3 miles of the intersection with the limited access 

	

5 	highway, within 5 miles for a campground, within 20 miles for an attraction, or within one mile of 

	

6 	the intersection in urban compact areas, may be indicated to users of the limited access facility by 

	

7 	appropriate signs, the specifications of which shall be determined by the commissioner of 

	

8 	transportation. The distance specified shall be measured by computing the travel length from the 

	

9 	terminal of an exit ramp to the nearest point along the public highway where the nearest existing 

	

10 	driveway entrance to the service is reached. Additional motorist service signs may be placed in 

	

11 	advance of intersections on limited access highways [ 

	

12 	 .1; 
	 t .41 

	

13 
	

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS 

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 305 

BILL TITLE: relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. 

DATE: January 28, 2021 

LOB ROOM: hybrid 	 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 	10:35 a.m. 

Time Adjourned: 10:53 a.m. 

Committee Members: Reps. Graham, McConkey, Milz, Somero, Newton, Blasek, Bordes, 
Kaczynski, Kilanski, Thompson, Cloutier, Edgar, Ebel, Jack, Abbott, Faulkner, S. 
Newman, Pedersen, Query and Bunker, Grassie 

Bill Sponsors: 
Rep. Horrigan 

TESTIMONY 

* 	Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted. 

Rep. Horrigan  - Presented bill and gave past history of legislation involved and presented written 
testimony. No questions. 

Henry Veilleux -  Spoke in favor of bill and explained use of signage. no questions 

Bill Lambert,  DOT Presented written testimony and spoke in favor. Explained different 
categories of signage and cost responsibilities. 

Rep. Cloutier  - question regarding the revenue profitability of program. 

Answer: The state has no profitability, just cost recovery. 

Rep. Ebel - Wished to have a review of past DOT sign restrictions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rep. David Milz, Clerk 
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House Remote Testify 

Public Works and Highways Committee Testify List for Bill HB305 on 2021-01-28 

Name Email Address 

william.r.lambert@dot.nh.gov  

hveilleux@sheehan.com  

timothy.horrigan@legstate.nhAls 

ericsratlibun@gmail.com  

Phone 

603.27 L1679 

603.496.1296 

603.969.3823 

860.912.3751 

Title 

State Agency Staff 

A Lobbyist 

An Elected Official 

A Member of the Public 

Representing 

Department of Transportation 

NH Lodging & Restaurant 
Association 

Myself 

Myself 

Position Testifing Signed Up 

1/25/2021 1:46 PM 

1/25/2021 3:03 PM 

1/25/2021 4:53 PM 

1/27/2021 10:04 PM 

Lambert, Bill 

Veilleux, Henry 

Horrigan, Timothy 

Rathbun, Eric 

Neutral 

Support 

Support 

Support 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 



Testimony



Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 10:55:55 AM
From: Timothy Horrigan
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 12:11:43 AM
To: ~House Public Works and Highways
Cc: TimothyHORRIGAN@me.com; timothyhorrigan56@gmail.com; Tim Horrigan; Timothy
Horrigan
Subject: Timothy Horrigan's testimony on HB 305
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
HB 305 (2021) House Public Works.pdf ;

Here is my written testimony for tomorrow's (hopefully) brief hearing on HB 305, "relative to
motorist service signs on limited access highways.” This bill is the same as HB 1363 which
passed the House Transportation Committee & the full House unanimously in February 2020, but
was never heard or debated by the Senate.

M testimony is in the body of this email & also attached in PDF form.

Thanks,

Timothy Horrigan

Testimony in Favor of HB 305
“AN ACT relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways.”

Rep. Timothy Horrigan; January 28, 2021

House Public Works Committee

HB 305 deals with those large blue signs which appear shortly before limited access highway exits which
say things like “ATTRACTIONS — EXIT 32.” The signs belong to the state, and the operators of
attractions and motor services pay yearly fees to have their businesses advertised on the signs. Until a few
years ago, the DOT operated the roadside signage program in-house. Those fees are currently paid to a
private company which administers the program pursuant to a contract which expires in a few years. The
signs are not inexpensive, but both motorists and businesses find them very beneficial, and the program
costs the state nothing. In fact, the program makes a profit.

Right now, under existing law, there are restrictions on how many signs can be erected “north of Concord
on I-89 or I-93” as opposed to “from the Massachusetts border to Concord.” South of Concord, the DOT
can put up as many additional motorist services and attractions signs as they please if there is a demand for
more signs. North of Concord, additional “Attractions” signs can be erected if needed, but only one set of
“Motorist Services” signs is allowed, even if there is demand for more signs.

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=33ABE18E4B724D4EABD0E23AFD524D68-HORRIGAN, T
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mailto:TimothyHORRIGAN@me.com
mailto:timothyhorrigan56@gmail.com
mailto:Horrigan@aol.com
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mailto:Timothy.Horrigan@leg.state.nh.us



 Testimony in Favor of HB 305
“AN ACT relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways.”


Rep. Timothy Horrigan; January 28, 2021


House Public Works Committee


HB 305 deals with those large blue signs which appear shortly before limited access highway exits which 
say things like “ATTRACTIONS — EXIT 32.” The signs belong to the state, and the operators of 
attractions and motor services pay yearly fees to have their businesses advertised on the signs. Until a few 
years ago, the DOT operated the roadside signage program in-house. Those fees are currently paid to a 
private company which administers the program pursuant to a contract which expires in a few years.  The 
signs are not inexpensive, but both motorists and businesses find them very beneficial, and the program 
costs the state nothing.  In fact, the program makes a profit.


Right now, under existing law, there are restrictions on how many signs can be erected “north of Concord 
on I-89 or I-93” as opposed to “from the Massachusetts border to Concord.” South of Concord, the DOT 
can put up as many additional motorist services and attractions signs as they please if there is a demand for 
more signs. North of Concord, additional “Attractions” signs can be erected if needed, but only one set of 
“Motorist Services” signs is allowed, even if there is demand for more signs. 


The distinction between “north” and “south” of Concord has created a certain amount of confusion in my 
region. The Spaulding Turnpike is a 33-mile -long limited access highway does not go anywhere near either 
Massachusetts or Concord. I may be mistaken, but my understanding is that the DOT treats all the exits 
south of Rochester (i.e., Exits 1 through 9) as being south of Concord, and the remainder of the Spaulding 
up to Milton is considered to be north of Concord.  “CONCORD ”appears as a control city on various signs 
all up and down the Spaulding Turnpike, but all the exits are over 30 miles from Concord.


Just to be a nitpicker, I will also mention that the I-89/I-93 split is in fact in Bow, not Concord.  So, a little 
bit of I-89 is south of Concord. Also, the eastern terminus of I-393 is just barely on the far side of the 
Concord-Pembroke town line, and is slightly north of the western terminus in Concord. (However, the exits 
are all in Concord.)


If this bill is passed there will be one set of regulations for these signs statewide, which is simpler and also 
makes the roadside signage program more profitable for everyone involved.


NH State Rep. Timothy Horrigan (Strafford #6)
7A Faculty Road; Durham, NH 03824
ph: (603) 868-3342
email: TimothyHorrigan@icloud.com







The distinction between “north” and “south” of Concord has created a certain amount of confusion in my
region. The Spaulding Turnpike is a 33-mile -long limited access highway does not go anywhere near
either Massachusetts or Concord. I may be mistaken, but my understanding is that the DOT treats all the
exits south of Rochester (i.e., Exits 1 through 9) as being south of Concord, and the remainder of the
Spaulding up to Milton is considered to be north of Concord. “CONCORD ”appears as a control city on
various signs all up and down the Spaulding Turnpike, but all the exits are over 30 miles from Concord.

Just to be a nitpicker, I will also mention that the I-89/I-93 split is in fact in Bow, not Concord. So, a little
bit of I-89 is south of Concord. Also, the eastern terminus of I-393 is just barely on the far side of the
Concord-Pembroke town line, and is slightly north of the western terminus in Concord. (However, the exits
are all in Concord.)

If this bill is passed there will be one set of regulations for these signs statewide, which is simpler and also
makes the roadside signage program more profitable for everyone involved.

NH State Rep. Timothy Horrigan (Strafford #6)

7A Faculty Road; Durham, NH 03824

ph: (603) 868-3342

email: TimothyHorrigan@icloud.com



Archived: Monday, May 10, 2021 10:55:54 AM
From: Kathleen Hampson
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2021 11:10:28 AM
To: ~House Public Works and Highways; William.R.Lambert@dot.nh.gov
Subject: DOT testimony on HB 305 Motorist 'Service Signs
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
21_0128 HB 305 testimony.docx ;20_1208-logo contract revision 12-
20.pdf ;19_0313_LogoContract_Executed.pdf ;

Dear Chairman Graham and Members of the Public Works and Highways Committee:

Attached please find the information referred to by Mr. Bill Lambert in his testimony today. It
was previously submitted through a different link and I apologize that it was not received.

Also, Mr. Lambert thought the Committee members might also be interested in reviewing the
original contract and the revisionexecutedinDecem ber,w hichaddedtheFEET .

Please let me know if you need any additional information.

My Best,
Kathy
Kathleen Mulcahey-Hampson
Legislative Liaison
Senior Hearings Examiner, NHDOT
603-271-1698

mailto:kathleenmulcaheyhampson@gmail.com
mailto:HousePublicWorksandHighways@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:William.R.Lambert@dot.nh.gov
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January 28, 2021



The Honorable John Graham, Chair

House Public Works and Highways Committee

Legislative Office Building Room 201

107 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301



Re:		HB 305 relative to Motorist Service Signs on Limited Access Highways



Dear Rep. Graham:



I would like to submit the following testimony regarding the subject bill on behalf of the Department of Transportation.  The Department of Transportation administers several highway signing programs for specific traffic generators through the Bureau of Traffic, Outdoor Advertising Control Section.



Background

· Motorist Specific Service Signs (Logo signs) were introduced by FHWA with the 1988 MUTCD for Gas, Food, Lodging, and Camping – Gas was the driving force as many drivers had brand specific credit cards at that time.

· Administrative Rules were adopted in New Hampshire circa 1995 – Rep. Gene Chandler and Walter Keuenhoff, NHDOT Supervisor of Outdoor Advertising Control, were part of the original task force that developed administrative rules to implement this category of signing.  Mr. Keuenhoff has since retired, though only recently.

· 46 states have adopted the logo program; New Hampshire was the only state to limit logos to ramps only – Cost to locally owned businesses was a consideration – As was “proliferation of signs” – Several previous attempts to extend program to mainline failed.

· As many as 37 states outsource the logo program, several generate revenue for the agency.  The New Hampshire DOT is currently limited to fees “sufficient to ensure that the motorist service sign program is self-supporting”.

· SB 519 Relative to Highway Signs (2016) This bill added mainline Motorist Service signs for gas, food, lodging, and camping from the MA state line to Concord on limited access highways.

· Sponsored by Sen. Birdsell  – Co-sponsored by Sen. Carson, Sen. Stiles, Rep. Baldasaro, and Rep. Potucek • Screened by House Transportation • Signed into law May 19, 2016 • Effective date May 19, 2016.

· Passage of SB 519 provided for the addition of an undetermined number of mainline signs, each costing in excess of $20,000.  As the Department of Transportation did not have the resources to meet this demand, we issued a Request for Information (RFI), followed by a Request for Proposals (RFP) in order to solicit interest in a contract service to administer this program.  Presumably, a contract administrator would be able to monetize the cost of the sign installation based on projected revenue.  In addition, entities with experience in this area would be more capable of estimating the market and therefore determine a reasonable cost of participation accordingly.  As a result of this process, the Department of Transportation entered into a contract with NH Logos, LLC, a subsidiary of Interstate Logos, LLC, effective April 1, 2019.  NH Logos submitted the only proposal in response to the RFP.  NH Logos has installed several new signs over the past several months and will continue to add more signs as part of their statewide business plan.

House Bill 305 proposes to extend the limit of mainline signing for the categories of gas, food, lodging, and camping to all limited access highways, effectively eliminating the current prohibition of such signing “north of Concord”.  Implementation of the bill would expand the number of mainline signs that could be installed along divided highways “north of Concord”.  As with SB 519, the Department of Transportation would not have the resources to install these signs and would need to amend the existing contract with NH Logos to include the additional highway interchanges.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would note that the term “limited access highways” would seem to include those two-lane, limited access (and grade separated) highways, such as US 3/NH 11, Belmont to Gilford (Laconia Bypass), NH 16 north of Rochester (extension of the Spaulding Turnpike), and US 202/NH 9, Hopkinton to Hillsboro.  These highways are not included in the Department of Transportation’s current administrative rules.  The Department of Transportation would like to clarify if it is the intent to extend Motorist Specific Service Signing to those highways.  Our recommendation would be to limit the Motorist Specific Service Signing to “multi-lane” limited access highways to be consistent with current practice.

I thank the committee for the opportunity to submit this testimony with respect to HB 305 and would be happy to answer any questions.



Sincerely,







William R. Lambert, PE

Traffic Engineer/Administrator

Cc:	Kathleen Mulcahey-Hampson
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


BUREAU OF TRAFFIC • 18 SMOKEY BEAR BOULEVARD • P.O. BOX 483 • CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE  03302-0483 


TELEPHONE: 603-271-2292 • FAX: 603-271-6083 • TDD: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964 • INTERNET: WWW.NHDOT.COM


Victoria F. Sheehan 


Commissioner 


William Cass, P.E. 


Assistant Commissioner 


December 8, 2020 


Mr. Floyd Williams, President 


Interstate Logos LLC 


6696 Exchequer Drive 


Baton Rouge LA   70809 


Subject: Specific Service and Attraction Logo Signing Program Outsource Contract 2019 


Contract Revision – Adding signage on the F.E. Everett mainline 


Dear Mr. Williams: 


Pursuant to Page 3 of Exhibit A of the Agreement, titled “Contract Revisions,” the Department wishes to 


amend the scope of work to reflect the original intentions of the Department and the Contractor as to the 


locations in which services will be performed. Through an inadvertent omission, the Agreement dated 


March 13, 2019 neglected to include the mainline signs on the Everett Turnpike. This letter serves to 


correct that error, and to notify the Contractor of the change in scope. 


The specific change to Exhibit A modifies paragraph 2 following the heading “The Program 


encompasses services for the following:” to read: 


“2. Specific Service (gas, food, lodging and camping) signage on the mainlines of I-89 from south of 


and including Exit 2, I-93 south of and including Exit 17, all mainlines of I-95, I-293, I-393, F.E. 


Everett Turnpike, the limited access divided portion of the Spaulding Turnpike and the limited access 


divided portion of NH Route 101.”  (emphasis added to indicate new text)   


Please provide written response to this letter within 30 days to acknowledge receipt and to approve the 


change in the scope of work.  


Sincerely, 


 


David M. Rodrigue, PE 


Director of Operations 


Please allow this to serve as acknowledgement of the above change in the scope of work and our approval of such change.


Floyd Williams
President of Interstate Logos, L.L.C., sole member of New Hampshire Logos, L.L.C.
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HR 305 - AS INTRODUCED 

2021 SESSION 
21-0373 
06/11 

HOUSE BILL 	305 

AN ACT 	relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. 

SPONSORS: 	Rep. Horrigan, Straf. 6 

COMMITTEE: Public Works and Highways 

ANALYSIS 

This bill deletes a limitation on the placement of motorist service signs on limited access 
highways. 

Explanation: 	Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 
Matter removed from current law appears (in-braeketo and otruckthroughd 
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 



1113 305 -AS INTRODUCED 
21-0373 
06/11 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One 

AN ACT 	relative to motorist service signs on limited access highways. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in, General Court convened: 

	

1 	1 Limited Access Highways; Placement of Motorist Service Signs. Amend RSA 230:49, I to read 

	

2 	as follows: 

	

3 	I. The location of essential motorist services, including food, fuel, lodging, camping, and 

	

4 	attractions, on connecting service roads within 3 miles of the intersection with the limited access 

	

5 	highway, within 5 miles for a campground, within 20 miles for an attraction, or within one mile of 

	

6 	the intersection in urban compact areas, may be indicated to users of the limited access facility by 

	

7 	appropriate signs, the specifications of which shall be determined by the commissioner of 

	

8 	transportation. The distance specified shall be measured by computing the travel length from the 

	

9 	terminal of an exit ramp to the nearest point along the public highway where the nearest existing 

	

10 	driveway entrance to the service is reached. Additional motorist service signs may be placed in 

	

11 	advance of intersections on limited access highways [ 

	

12 	 .1; 
	 t .41 

	

13 
	

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 
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