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CONSENT CALENDAR

March 4, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Executive Departments and

Administration to which was referred HB 283,

AN ACT proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill

Day. Having considered the same, report the same with

the following amendment, and the recommendation

that the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Dianne Schuett

FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Executive Departments and Administration

Bill Number: HB 283

Title: proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill
Day.

Date: March 4, 2021

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2021-0540h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

As a result of the introduction and testimony on this bill, the ED&A Committee learned that Mr.
Wentworth Cheswill, a gentleman of color, was a Revolutionary War veteran who served the town of
Newmarket in many capacities.  He is thought to be the first African-American elected official in the
United States.  This bill recognizes the 275th anniversary of his birth on April 11, 1746.  The
amendment places the requirement for the celebration in session law rather than in statute.
         

Vote 18-0.

Rep. Dianne Schuett
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

CONSENT CALENDAR

Executive Departments and Administration
HB 283, proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Dianne Schuett for Executive Departments and Administration. As a result of the
introduction and testimony on this bill, the ED&A Committee learned that Mr. Wentworth Cheswill,
a gentleman of color, was a Revolutionary War veteran who served the town of Newmarket in many
capacities.  He is thought to be the first African-American elected official in the United States.  This
bill recognizes the 275th anniversary of his birth on April 11, 1746.  The amendment places the
requirement for the celebration in session law rather than in statute.

          Vote 18-0.



Rep. Schuett, Merr. 20
March 1, 2021
2021-0540h
04/08

Amendment to HB 283

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT proclaiming April 11, 2021 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Wentworth Cheswill Day. The governor shall proclaim April 11, 2021 as Wentworth Cheswill

Day in New Hampshire to celebrate the 275th anniversary of his birth and shall encourage all New

Hampshire citizens to observe the day with appropriate educational activities. Mr. Cheswill was

born on April 11, 1746 in Newmarket, New Hampshire. Mr. Cheswill, a man of color, has been said

to have been the first African-American elected official in the United States. He was a

Revolutionary War veteran and served under John Langdon in Langdon's Company of Light Horse

Volunteers. He was an elected Newmarket town official and served the town in various elected town

offices from 1768 until his death in 1817. In 1801, Mr. Cheswill was among the founders of the first

free library in the town and provided in his will for public access to his personal library.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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Amendment to HB 283
- Page 2 -

2021-0540h

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill proclaims April 11, 2021 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.



Archived: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 9:30:56 AM
From: Miriam Simmons
Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 8:56:46 AM
To: Miriam Simmons
Subject: CR for HB 283
Response requested: No
Importance: Normal

From: Carol McGuire <mcguire4house@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 3:54 PM
To: Miriam Simmons <miriam.simmons@leg.state.nh.us>; Pam Smarling <Pam.Smarling@leg.state.nh.us>
Subject: Fwd: HB 283

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Dianne Schuett <Dianne.Schuett@leg.state.nh.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 4, 2021 at 3:21 PM
Subject: Blurb for HB 283
To: Carol McGuire <mcguire4house@gmail.com>

HB 283, proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

As a result of this bill, the ED&A committee learned that Mr. Wentworth Cheswill, a gentleman of
color, was a Revolutionary War veteran who served the town of Newmarket in many capacities.  He is
thought to be the first African-American elected official in the United States.  This bill recognizes the

275th anniversary of his birth on April 11, 1746.  The amendment deletes placing this celebration in
statute.
   Rep. Dianne E. Schuett for the committee          
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 283

BILL TITLE: (Second New Title) proclaiming April 11, 2022 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

DATE: February 4, 2021

LOB ROOM: Remote / Hybrid

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Schuett Seconded by Rep. McGuire AM Vote: 18-0

Amendment # 2021-0540h

Moved by Rep. Schuett Seconded by Rep. S. Pearson Vote: 18-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep John Sytek, Clerk



Respectfully submitted: 
/7 

Rep. John Sytek, Clerk 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS & ADMINISTRATION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill #  ke 2 8  3  

BILL TITLE: 	az 	 64,1/u,  ti 
	

cie csLd ILL _beg 

DATE: 	- Zt 

LOB ROOM: ioc, -203 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

0 OTP 	 0 ITL 	 0 Retain (1st year) 	"Adoption of 
Amendment # 6 ,CY6 /4 

0 Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep.  .S")(-: (4 Weir 	Seconded by Rep.  7)1 P- 61 6/Ike 	Vote:  /g--0  

MOTION: (Pleas • check one box) 

❑ OTP 

Moved by Rep. 5.6aileir  

❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 	 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

	

Seconded by Rep.  PE-W--54 AJ  	Vote: 	 

OTP/A 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

❑ OTP 	❑ OTP/A ❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 	 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	Vote: 	 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

0 OTP 	❑ OTP/A 0 ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

O Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	 Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 

CONSENT CALENDAR: i  YES NO 

Minority Report? 	Yes 	No If yes, author, Rep: 	  Motion 



OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK 

1/22/2021 9:57:48 AM 
Roll Call Committee Registers 
Report 

2021 SESSION 

Executive Departments and Administration 
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Exec Session Date: 3- Li --- 21 

    

          

          

Members 

 

YEAS 

 

Nays 	 NV 

   

     

      

McGuire, Carol M. Chairman 

Roy, Terry Vice Chairman 

Sytek, John Clerk 

Pearson, Stephen C. 

Yakubovich, Michael 
	

X 
Lekas, Tony 

Alliegro, Mark C. 

Bailey, Glenn 

Lanzara, Tom E. 

Santonastaso, Matthew 

Goley, Jeffrey P. 

Schuett, Dianne E. 	 k 
Jeudy, Jean L. 

Schmidt, Peter B. 

Schultz, Kristina M. 

Fellows, Sallie D. 

Fontneau, Timothy J. 

Grote, Jaci L. 

O'Brien, Michael B. 

TOTAL VOTE: 

7e-0 



OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK 
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Roll Call Committee Registers 
Report 

2021 SESSION 
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Bill #: 11/13 1.A3 	Motion: Gam' Pit AM #: 051101 	Exec Session Date: 3 - 	z 

  

Members 
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McGuire, Carol M. Chairman 

Roy, Terry Vice Chairman 

Sytek, John Clerk 

Pearson, Stephen C. 

Yakubovich, Michael 

Lekas, Tony 

Alliegro, Mark C. 

Bailey, Glenn 

Lanzara, Tom E. 

Santonastaso, Matthew 

Goley, Jeffrey P. 

Schuett, Dianne E. 

Jeudy, Jean L. 

Schmidt, Peter B. 

Schultz, Kristina M. 

Fellows, Sallie D. 

Fontneau, Timothy J. 

Grote, Jad L. 

O'Brien, Michael B. 	 K 
TOTAL VOTE: 
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Rep. Schuett, Merr. 20
March 1, 2021
2021-0540h
04/08

Amendment to HB 283

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT proclaiming April 11, 2021 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Wentworth Cheswill Day. The governor shall proclaim April 11, 2021 as Wentworth Cheswill

Day in New Hampshire to celebrate the 275th anniversary of his birth and shall encourage all New

Hampshire citizens to observe the day with appropriate educational activities. Mr. Cheswill was

born on April 11, 1746 in Newmarket, New Hampshire. Mr. Cheswill, a man of color, has been said

to have been the first African-American elected official in the United States. He was a

Revolutionary War veteran and served under John Langdon in Langdon's Company of Light Horse

Volunteers. He was an elected Newmarket town official and served the town in various elected town

offices from 1768 until his death in 1817. In 1801, Mr. Cheswill was among the founders of the first

free library in the town and provided in his will for public access to his personal library.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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Amendment to HB 283
- Page 2 -
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2021-0540h

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill proclaims April 11, 2021 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.



Hearing 
Minutes 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 283

BILL TITLE: proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

DATE: February 22, 2021

LOB ROOM: LOB Hybrid Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:45 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 2:05 p.m.

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. DiLorenzo Rep. Mangipudi Rep. Read
Rep. Cahill Rep. Cushing Rep. Petrigno
Rep. Harriott-Gathright Rep. B. Griffin Rep. Gay
Sen. Perkins Kwoka

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

HB 283 proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill day. (1:45/2:05)

1. Rep. Schultz introduced the bill. Rep. DiLorenzo, prime sponsor, joined later – having had
some technical difficulties.

2. Liz Tentarelli, self and President of League of Women Voters, spoke in support. She
said that Wentworth Cheswill was of mixed race, had fought in the Revolutionary War and
was said to be the first black elected official.

3. John Herman, self, a member of the Newmarket Historical Society, spoke in support.
He filled in details of Cheswill’s life and noted the 275th anniversary of his birth. Having
studied his life extensively, he said that the “take-aways” of Cheswill’s life were his
commitment to public service and his defense of liberty. He described his service in the
Revolutionary War and his civic and personal accomplishments thereafter.

4. Rep. DiLorenzo, sponsor, spoke in support. She recounted her own personal history and
how she discovered Cheswill and learned about his life.

5. Dan Weeks, self, spoke in support. He spoke of his own lineage and his unawareness of
NH diversity. He believes in spreading our history with a story like that of Cheswill.

6. Trysten McLain, self, support in support. He did not want our country’s history
whitewashed.



Hearing adjourned at 2:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,
Rep. John Sytek
Committee Clerk



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS & ADMINISTRATION 

PUBLIC HEARING on Bill # /-/-6 2.3'3 

BILL TITLE: PACE-cif I6116  Ark IL (i /q.s 	at-r-kio 	cl4Es i Lk-- D'iY 

DATE: 2-2 z-2-1  
• 

ROOK  5o6— 33 S 
Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 	/ 1/5  

Time Adjourned:  2  

(please circle if present) 

ALL 	 'r 5C-111)6-- -11 
: Reps. McGuire, Roy, Sytek, S. Pearsall, Yakubovich, Lekas, Alliegro, 

Bailey, La ara, antonastaso, P. Schmidt, Schultz, Goley, Jeudy, Schuett, Fellows, 
Fontneau 	e, M. O'Brien 

TESTIMONY 

* 	Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendmont.<:: are submitted 



HB 283 proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill day. (1:45/2:05)
>Rep. Schultz introduced the bill. Rep. DiLorenzo, prime sponsor, joined later – having had
some technical difficulties.
>Liz Tentarelli, self and President of League of Women Voters, spoke in support. She said that
Wentworth Cheswill was of mixed race, had fought in the Revolutionary War and was said to be
the first black elected official.
>John Herman, self, a member of the Newmarket Historical Society, spoke in support. He filled
in details of Cheswill’s life and noted the 275th anniversary of his birth. Having studied his life
extensively, he said that the “take-aways” of Cheswill’s life were his commitment to public
service and his defense of liberty. He described his service in the Revolutionary War and his
civic and personal accomplishments thereafter.
>Rep. DiLorenzo, sponsor, spoke in support. She recounted her own personal history and how
she discovered Cheswill and learned about his life.
>Dan Weeks, self, spoke in support. He spoke of his own lineage and his unawareness of NH
diversity. He believes in spreading our history with a story like that of Cheswill.
>Trysten McLain, self, support in support. He did not want our country’s history whitewashed.



House Remote Testify

Executive Departments and Administration Committee Testify List for Bill HB283 on 2
Support: 128    Oppose: 3    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 4 

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying S

McClain, Trysten Plymouth, NH
trystenmcclain@icloud.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (5m) 2

Weeks, Daniel NH, NH
dweeks@revisionenergy.com

A Member of the Public ReVision Energy Support Yes (2m) 2

Herman, John Newmarket, NH
john.c.herman@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (2m) 2

Thompson, Jordan Nashua, NH
jordan@blmnashua.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (1m) 2

Dewey, Karen Newport, NH
pkdewey@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Dontonville, Roger Enfield, NH
rdontonville@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Morehouse, Kira Manchester, NH
kira.morehouse@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Douville, Raye Ellen Gilford, NH
rayeellen@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Altschiller, Debra Stratham, NH
debra.altschiller@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Stratham, Rockingham 19 Support No 2

Hinebauch, Mel Concord, NH
melhinebauch@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Stevens,
Representative Deb

Nashua, NH
debstevens4ward7@gmail.com

An Elected Official My 10K constituents Support No 2

Taylor, Gale Concord, NH
galeforcefacilitators@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Jakubowski, Deborah Loudon, NH
Dendeb146@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Lamphier, Regan Nashua, NH
ReganBurkeLamphier@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Perkins Kwoka,
Senator Rebecca rebecca.perkinskwoka@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself (SD 21) Support No 2

Potucek, John potucek1@comcast.net An Elected Official Myself Oppose No 2

Tremblay, Linda yogilinda@yahoo.com A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Folsom, Andrea aahfolsom@yahoo.com A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Lewis, Elizabeth ecop.lewis@gmail.com A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Hill, Bonnie hillbonnie@aol.com A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Zajano, Emily emzajano@aol.com A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Reeves, Rene renerreeves@gmail.com A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Copps, Dale Enfield, NH
dcopps@myfairpoint.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Keeler, Margaret New London, NH
peg5keeler@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Thomas, William Auburn, NH A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2
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nhvfp@comcast.net

Fordey, Nicole Litchfield, NH
nikkif610@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Petrigno, Peter Milford, NH
Peter.Petrigno@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

martin, jason Chichester, NH
jasnmar@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2

Gugliucci, Nicole Manchester, NH
nicoleegugliucci@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Coon, Kate Peterborough, NH
kate2coon@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

DeMark, Richard Meredith, NH
demarknh114@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Culliton, Penny Temple, NH
pculliton@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Carr, Judith Hollis, NH
judycarr@outlook.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Mnisi Weeks, Sindiso Nashua, NH
sindiso.mnisi@googlemail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Bruce, Susan Concord, NH
susanb.red@mac.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Mulligan, Mary Jane Hanover, NH
Maryjane.mulligan99@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Mooney, Bridget Wilton, NH
bridget@moonchick.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Rich, Cecilia Somersworth, NH
cecilia.rich@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Blanchard, Sandra Loudon, NH
sandyblanchard3@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Torpey, Jeanne Concord, NH
jtorp51@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Spencer, Louise Concord, NH
lpskentstreet@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Spencer, Rob Concord, NH
kentstusa@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Corell, Elizabeth Concord, NH
Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Richman, Susan Durham, NH
susan7richman@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Rung, Rosemarie MERRIMACK, NH
rosemarie.rung@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Perencevich, Ruth Concord, NH
rperence@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Falk, Cheri Wilton, NH
Falk.cj@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Rawlins, Krystal Nashua, NH
Krystalraw95@icloud.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Morrison, Brooke Barrington, NH
Brooke.bouldry@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Doyle, Maria Salem, NH
Visualize_joy@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Bennett, Olivia Amherst, NH
helloodb@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Kaplan, Susan Lebanon, NH A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2



sskaplan01@aol.com

Howard Jr., Raymond Alton, NH
brhowardjr@yahoo.com

An Elected Official Myself Oppose No 2

Cohen, Bruce Nashua, NH
bruce.cohen@leg.state.nu.us

An Elected Official Hillsborough 28 Support No 2

Relf, Brittni Manchester, NH
Brittnirelf@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Schmidt, Jan NH, NH
tesha4@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Frost, Sherry Dover, NH
sherry.frost@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Vaughan, Elizabeth Litchfield, NH
lizfvaughan@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Poulin, Ashley Merrimack, NH
Ashley.l.Poulin@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Brennan, Melissa Nashua, NH
Mbrennan95@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Fogarty, Maggie Concord, NH
mfogarty@afsc.org

A Lobbyist American Friends Service
Committee - NH

Support No 2

McDonald, Sarah WEST LEBANON, NH
mcdsarah@googlemail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Mangipudi, Latha Nashua, NH
Latha.mangipudi@leg.state.N.H.us

An Elected Official Hills 35 Support No 2

Stevens, Kate Litchfield, NH
kate.mk.stevens@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Carter, Lilian Deering, NH
lcarter0914@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Weathers, Vanessa Manchester, NH
weathersvanessa@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Syas, Jennifer Nashua, NH
Jennifersyas@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Griffin, Barbara Goffstown, NH
barbara.griffin@leg.state.us.nh

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

O’Leary, Margaret Wilton, NH
m.roseoleary17@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Clark, Denise Milford, NH
denise.m.clark03055@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Vogt, Robin Portsmouth, NH
robin.w.vogt@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Benson, Linda Hollis, NH
lebenson@charter.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Koch, Laurie Concord, NH
kochlj@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Anastasia, Patricia Londonderry, NH
patti.anastasia@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Monahan, Sean Concord, NH
smlblck66@hotmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Koch, Helmut Concord, NH
helmut.koch.2001@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Hayes, Rebecca Keene, NH
ruptonhayes@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Taylor, Marjory Intervale, NH
mtayd@netscape.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Hayden, Sam Hopkinton, NH A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2



hayden.sam@gmail.com

Waterman, Raymond Merrimack, NH
prwaterman@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Waterman, Patricia Merrimack, NH
prwaterman@aol.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Vail, Suzanne Nashua, NH
Suzanne.vail@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Hillsborough County 30 Support No 2

GINGRAS, JULIE BROOKLINE, NH
julietgingras73@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Curtis, Kathryn Newmarket, NH
katecamppinehurst@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Otoole, Sonrisa Nashua, NH
Otoolesonrisa@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Kallinich, Kayla Boston, MA
kaylakall47@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Chase, Wendy Rollinsford, NH
wendy.chase@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Kindeke, Grace Manchester, NH
gkindeke@afsc.org

A Lobbyist American Friends Service
Committee

Support No 2

Ferraro, Hilary Nashua, NH
hil.ferraro@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Bouchard, Donald MANCHESTER, NH
donaldjbouchard@gmail.com

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Gaudet, Fawn Rumney, NH
fawngaudet@yahoo.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

McGuirk, Zoe Newmarket, NH
Zoeladybug1@icloud.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Moser, Christine Windham, NH
Christine.servilio@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Newman, Sue Nashua, NH
sue.newman@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself and constituents Support No 2

Wood, Elizabeth Nashua, NH
lizw89@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Dahl, Dana Milford, NH
danaldahl@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Hackmann, Kent Andover, NH
hackmann@uidaho.edu

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Antonucci, Amy Barrington, NH
amyla44@juno.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Mott-Smith, Wiltrud Loudon, NH
wmottsm@worldpath.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Harris, Hilary Kittery, ME
kate9791@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Levesque, Cassandra Barrington, NH
cassandra.levesque@leg.state.nh.us

An Elected Official Myself Support No 2

Blair, David Dublin, NH
orionblair@gmail.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Hamblet, Joan Portsmouth, NH
joan.hamblet@leg.state.nh.us

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Bartlett, Rep Christy Concord, NH
christydbartlett@gmail.com

An Elected Official Merrimack 19 Support No 2

King, Walter Dover, NH
genedocwk@comcast.net

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

jakubowski, dennis Loudon, NH A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2



dendeb146@gmail.com

Cotter-Cranston,
Linda

Mason, NH
lcc@onemain.com

A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2

Elhuni, Asma Lebanon, NH
asma@radnh.org

A Lobbyist Rights and Democracy Support No 2

Aronson, Laura MANCHESTER, NH
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Testimony in support of HB 283 - Wentworth Cheswill Day 
 
My name is John Herman, and I live in Newmarket, New Hampshire. I am excited to give my 
enthusiastic support for HB 283.  
 
I have spent years researching Wentworth Cheswill’s life and deeds, and recently I have been 
spreading the word about this unsung patriot in anticipation of his 275th birthday. As someone 
who has held his 250 year old journal and transcribed many of his fragile personal legal 
documents, I can say that the one thing you should take away from his life is his astonishing 
dedication to public service and the defense of liberty.  
 
Wentworth Cheswill experienced liberty in a way that many of his peers did not. His father 
Hopestill was a housewright who, as one contemporary noted, was unable to attend a 
housewarming party for a house he himself had built unless personally and publicly invited by 
the homeowner. This was due to the color of his skin. Yet his son, Wentworth, grandson of a 
slave, rose to be one of the most prosperous and influential individuals in his community.  
 
Raised in a community known at the time for its trade with the West Indies, including the trade 
of sugar and slaves, Wentworth Cheswill became what George Mason University determined to 
be the first African American elected to public office in the history of the United States. But that 
is just the start of Wentworth Cheswill’s story. Like Paul Revere, he rode as a messenger for the 
Committee of Safety. He served as a soldier in John Langdon’s Company of Light Horse 
Volunteers which made the 250-mile march to Saratoga, New York, to join the Continental Army 
in defeating the British at the Battle of Saratoga, which was the first major American victory in 
the Revolution. 

Wentworth Cheswill was a constable, school teacher, inaugural school board member, 
selectman, town moderator, assessor, Justice of the Peace for the county, and even coroner. In 
fact he served every year of his adult life but one. And there are some who note that that last 
year of service conspicuously coincides with the ratification of the US Constitution. Perhaps he 
lent some effort to that cause as well. 

Wentworth Cheswill was also a pioneering archaeologist. His research informed Jeremy 
Belknap’s first volumes of New Hampshire history. And Cheswill was not only an early New 
Hampshire archaeologist; he was arguably one of the earliest in the nation. Passionate about 
history and scholarly pursuits, he donated books and funds to establish his community’s first 
library. He was also a parent to 13 children. 

It is my honor to speak before you in support of HB 283. Thank you for your efforts to help 
spread the word about this unsung hero of early America. 
 
Thank you. 
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From: John Herman
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 12:01:15 PM
To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Subject: Testimony in support of HB 283
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Attachments:
Testimony in support of HB 283 - Wentworth Cheswill Day.pdf ;

Attached is a copy of the statement I hope to read as testimony in support of HB 283. Thank you!

Sincerely,
John Herman
--
http://johnherman.org

mailto:john.c.herman@gmail.com
mailto:HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us
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From: Zoe McGuirk <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 12:56 PM
To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
<HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us>
Subject: [BULK] I Support HB155, HB283, & HB84

,

To the members of the House Executive Department & Administration Committee,

I am writing in support of Representative Horrigan’s bill, HB 155, which renames Columbus Day

to Indigenous People’s Day. This bill aims to acknowledge the continuing struggles of

Indigenous people in America, including the Abenaki (also known as People of the Dawnland),

who inhabited N’dakinna, what is now known as New Hampshire, for thousands of years before

English settlers arrived in the 1620s.

According to Indigenous NH, Indigenous people have lived in New Hampshire for more than

12,000 years. They recognized this land - their home - as N'dakinna. While Indigenous people

maintained the fundamental belief that land was not a thing to be owned, it was brutally seized

by colonists. While thousands of Indigenous people live here today, they lack any formal

recognition.

This bill (HB 155) begins to acknowledge the struggle of Indigenous residents of New

Hampshire. Although acknowledgment is no form of redress for the atrocities of the past,

addressing the disregarding of Indigenous values throughout centuries of mass genocide is a

compulsory first step towards reparations. Indigenous People’s Day, while not an answer to

hundreds of years of colonization and oppression, sets our state government on a path towards

a more just future.

New Hampshire should not honor an individual who began a systematic campaign of

extermination against millions of indigenous peoples in North and South America with a holiday.

Instead, let us condemn the atrocities of our past and refocus our efforts on honoring the

experiences and contributions of New Hampshire's Indigenous people by passing HB 155.

In addition to HB 155, your committee will also hear two important pieces of legislation honoring

Black history in New Hampshire. HB 283 would establish April 11th as Wentworth Cheswell Day,

honoring the Revolutionary War hero and first Black elected official in the United States. HB 84

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=5E5EDB3BEC8B45FDAADCFBA2B31889B4-MIRIAM SIMM
mailto:miriam.simmons@leg.state.nh.us


would declare May 21st as Ona “Oney” Judge Day and name the new terminal at Portsmouth

International Airport after her. Judge was enslaved by George Washington before escaping to

freedom in Portsmouth.

We urge you to actively support the passage of bills HB 155, HB 283, and HB 84 to honor Black,

Indigenous, and People of Color of New Hampshire’s past, present and future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Zoe McGuirk

zoeladybug1@icloud.com

40 North Main Street

Newmarket, New Hampshire 03857
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To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Subject: [BULK] I Support HB155, HB283, & HB84
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Importance: Normal

,

To the members ofthe H ou s e Exec u tive D epartment& A d minis tration C ommittee,

Iam writingin s u pportofRepres entative H orrigan’ s bill, H B 155, whic hrenames C olu mbu s D ay

to Ind igenou s P eople’ s D ay. This billaims to ac knowled ge the c ontinu ings tru ggles of

Ind igenou s people in A meric a, inc lu d ingthe A benaki(als o known as P eople ofthe D awnland ),

who inhabited N ’ d akinna, whatis now known as N ew H amps hire, forthou s and s ofyears before

Englis hs ettlers arrived in the 1620 s .

A c c ord ingto Ind igenou s N H , Ind igenou s people have lived in N ew H amps hire formore than

12 , 0 0 0 years . They rec ognized this land -theirhome -as N 'd akinna. W hile Ind igenou s people

maintained the fu nd amentalbeliefthatland was nota thingto be owned , itwas bru tally s eized

by c olonis ts . W hile thou s and s ofInd igenou s people live here tod ay, they lac kany formal

rec ognition.

This bill(H B 155)begins to ac knowled ge the s tru ggle ofInd igenou s res id ents ofN ew

H amps hire. A lthou ghac knowled gmentis no form ofred res s forthe atroc ities ofthe pas t,

ad d res s ingthe d is regard ingofInd igenou s valu es throu ghou tc entu ries ofmas s genoc id e is a

c ompu ls ory firs ts teptoward s reparations . Ind igenou s P eople’ s D ay, while notan ans werto

hu nd red s ofyears ofc olonization and oppres s ion, s ets ou rs tate governmenton a pathtoward s

a more ju s tfu tu re.

N ew H amps hire s hou ld nothonoran ind ivid u alwho began a s ys tematic c ampaign of

extermination agains tmillions ofind igenou s peoples in N orthand S ou thA meric a witha holid ay.

Ins tead , letu s c ond emn the atroc ities ofou rpas tand refoc u s ou refforts on honoringthe

experienc es and c ontribu tions ofN ew H amps hire's Ind igenou s people by pas s ingH B 155.

In ad d ition to H B 155, you rc ommittee willals o heartwo importantpiec es oflegis lation honoring

B lac khis tory in N ew H amps hire. H B 2 8 3 wou ld es tablis hA pril11thas W entworthC hes wellD ay,

honoringthe Revolu tionary W arhero and firs tB lac kelec ted offic ialin the United S tates . H B 8 4

wou ld d ec lare M ay 21 s tas O na “O ney”Ju d ge D ay and name the new terminalatP orts mou th

InternationalA irportafterher. Ju d ge was ens laved by George W as hington before es c apingto

freed om in P orts mou th.

W e u rge you to ac tively s u pportthe pas s age ofbills H B 155, H B 2 8 3, and H B 8 4 to honorB lac k,

Ind igenou s , and P eople ofC olorofN ew H amps hire’ s pas t, pres entand fu tu re.

Thankyou foryou rtime and c ons id eration.

mailto:Kathryn.hocevar@coebrown.net
mailto:HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us


Kathryn H oc evar

Kathryn. hoc evar@ c oebrown. net

8 A u tu mn lane

N ottingham , N ew H amps hire 0 3290
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To: ~House Executive Departments and Administration
Cc: Renny Cushing; Charlotte DiLorenzo
Subject: HB 283 Proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day
Importance: Normal

Dear Chairman McGuire, Vice Chairman Roy, and Honorable Members of the Committee:

Thank you for your attention and courtesy during the Committee Hearing on HB 283. My Town
members and I are counting on you to vote Ought To Pass on the Cheswill bill. I've enclosed a
short 3-minute clip from WMUR Chronicle about our efforts to recognize the contributions of Mr.
Cheswill, a Revolutionary War veteran and Newmarket Town Father.

Thursday, February 25th: Newmarket's Wentworth Cheswill (wmur.com)

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Represen tative Ch arlotte DiLoren zo
Rockingham 17
Newfields/Newmarket
(603)988-4405 cell

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=098E3D2A77F34ACBBB22EE2A4300D57A-DILORENZO,
mailto:HouseExecutiveDepartmentsandAdministration@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Renny.Cushing@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Charlotte.DiLorenzo@leg.state.nh.us
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HB 283 - AS INTRODUCED

2021 SESSION
21-0554
04/08

HOUSE BILL 283

AN ACT proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

SPONSORS: Rep. DiLorenzo, Rock. 17; Rep. Mangipudi, Hills. 35; Rep. Read, Rock. 17; Rep.
Cahill, Rock. 17; Rep. Cushing, Rock. 21; Rep. Petrigno, Hills. 23; Rep. Harriott-
Gathright, Hills. 36; Rep. B. Griffin, Hills. 6; Rep. Gay, Rock. 8; Sen. Perkins
Kwoka, Dist 21

COMMITTEE: Executive Departments and Administration

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill proclaims April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 283 - AS INTRODUCED
21-0554
04/08

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One

AN ACT proclaiming April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Section; Observances Proclaimed by Governor; Wentworth Cheswill Day. Amend RSA 4

by inserting after section 13-cc the following new section:

4:13-dd Wentworth Cheswill Day. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation calling for

the proper observance by the citizens of New Hampshire of April 11 as Wentworth Cheswill Day in

New Hampshire. Mr. Cheswill was born on April 11, 1746 in Newmarket, New Hampshire. Mr.

Cheswill, a man of color, has been said to have been the first African-American elected official in the

United States. He was a Revolutionary War veteran and served under John Langdon in Langdon's

Company of Light Horse Volunteers. He was an elected Newmarket town official and served the

town in various elected town offices from 1768 until his death in 1817. In 1801, Mr. Cheswill was

among the founders of the first free library in the town and provided in his will for public access to

his personal library.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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