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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Transportation to

which was referred HB 251-FN,

AN ACT requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto

be restrained in a motor vehicle. Having considered the

same, report the same with the following amendment,

and the recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS

WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Donovan Fenton

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Transportation

Bill Number: HB 251-FN

Title: requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto be
restrained in a motor vehicle.

Date: March 5, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2021-0652h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill will require children to be properly restrained in a rear facing car seat until the age of two.
The American Academy of Pediatrics has expanded their car seat recommendations to keep children
rear facing for as long as possible. The majority supports Ought to Pass With Amendment on this
bill because the experts were behind it. This bill will help close an identified gap in child passenger
safety law in New Hampshire. A rear facing car seat cradles the child’s entire body. During a crash
the forces are spread throughout the body instead of thrusting the child’s head, neck and spine
violently forward. It only takes a quarter of an inch of stretch for a child’s spinal cord to rupture.
Vehicular crashes are the top cause of deaths for children between the ages of one and thirteen. NH
Chiefs of Police, AAA, the Office of Highway Safety, NHADA, Drivers Educators Association,
Concord Pediatric Hospital and Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth Hitchcock all have endorsed this
bill.

Vote 13-6.

Rep. Donovan Fenton
FOR THE MAJORITY
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REGULAR CALENDAR

Transportation
HB 251-FN, requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto be restrained in a motor vehicle.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Donovan Fenton for theMajority of Transportation. This bill will require children to be
properly restrained in a rear facing car seat until the age of two. The American Academy of
Pediatrics has expanded their car seat recommendations to keep children rear facing for as long as
possible. The majority supports Ought to Pass With Amendment on this bill because the experts
were behind it. This bill will help close an identified gap in child passenger safety law in New
Hampshire. A rear facing car seat cradles the child’s entire body. During a crash the forces are
spread throughout the body instead of thrusting the child’s head, neck and spine violently forward.
It only takes a quarter of an inch of stretch for a child’s spinal cord to rupture. Vehicular crashes are
the top cause of deaths for children between the ages of one and thirteen. NH Chiefs of Police, AAA,
the Office of Highway Safety, NHADA, Drivers Educators Association, Concord Pediatric Hospital
and Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth Hitchcock all have endorsed this bill. Vote 13-6.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

March 5, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Transportation to

which was referred HB 251-FN,

AN ACT requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto

be restrained in a motor vehicle. Having considered the

same, and being unable to agree with the Majority,

report with the following resolution: RESOLVED, that it

is INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Judy Aron

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Transportation

Bill Number: HB 251-FN

Title: requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto be
restrained in a motor vehicle.

Date: March 5, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill mandates that children under the age of two years old must be restrained in a vehicle in a
rear facing car seat. The minority felt that we already have sufficient laws regarding use of
restraint systems for children in vehicles (RSA 265:107a). We believe in safety, but we also believe in
parental rights and a parent's right to choose appropriate child restraint systems along with the
advice of their pediatrician. Some kids get car sick in rear facing car seats, or cannot fit properly in
them for months before their second birthday. There has been no problem with kids under the age of
two dying or becoming injured as a result of not using rear facing car seats in NH. Current US
Department of Transportation guidelines show overlap between rear facing car seat use for one to
three year olds, forward facing seats for 18 months to seven year olds, and booster seat use for
children four to twelve year olds. We should not have an inflexible state mandate on rear facing car
seat usage. We should instead continue to allow parents, along with their pediatricians advice, to
decide which restraints work best, since their number one priority and concern is their child's safety
and well-being.

Rep. Judy Aron
FOR THE MINORITY
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Transportation
HB 251-FN, requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto be restrained in a motor vehicle.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Judy Aron for the Minority of Transportation. This bill mandates that children under the age
of 2 years old must be restrained in a vehicle in a rear facing car seat. The minority felt that we
already have sufficient laws regarding use of restraint systems for children in vehicles (RSA
265:107a). We believe in safety, but we also believe in parental rights and a parent's right to choose
appropriate child restraint systems along with the advice of their pediatrician. Some kids get car
sick in rear facing car seats, or cannot fit properly in them for months before their 2nd birthday.
There has been no problem with kids under the age of 2 dying or becoming injured as a result of not
using rear facing car seats in NH. Current US Department of Transportation guidelines show
overlap between rear facing car seat use for 1-3 year olds, forward facing seats for 18 months to 7
year olds, and booster seat use for children 4-12 year olds. We should not have an inflexible state
mandate on rear facing car seat usage. We should instead continue to allow parents, along with
their pediatricians advice, to decide which restraints work best, since their number one priority and
concern is their child's safety and well being.
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2021 SESSION

TRANSPORTATION

Exec Session Date:
3/5/21

Motion:Bill #:
HB 251-FN OTP

AM #:
0652h

Page: 1 of 1

Members YEAS Nays NV

Walsh, Thomas C. Chairman X

Gagne, Larry G. Vice Chairman X

Crawford, Karel A. Clerk X

Smith, Steven D. X

Hill, Gregory G. X

Aron, Judy F. X

Ankarberg, Aidan X

Gorski, Ted X

O’Hara, Travis J. X

Pitaro, Matthew X

Sykes, George E. X

Cleaver, Skip J. X

Fenton, Donovan W. X

Pickering, Daniel R. X

Rich, Cecilia X

Telerski, Laura D. X

Fox, Dru X

Stevens, Deb X

Veilleux, Daniel T. X

TOTAL VOTE: 16 3





 

 

Public 

Hearing 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON  

 

BILL TITLE: HB 251-FN requiring children under the age of 2 years to be restrained in a 

motor vehicle 

 

DATE: 2/12/21  

 

LOB ROOM: 301-303 Time Public Hearing Called to Order:  3:05 pm   

 

 Time Adjourned: 4:39 pm  

 

 

Committee Members:   Reps. Walsh, Gagne, Crawford, Smith, Hill, Aron, Ankarberg, 

Gorski, O'Hara, Pitaro, Sykes, Cleaver, Fenton, Pickering, Rich, Telerski, Fox, Stevens 

and Veilleux Rep. Newman 

 

Bill Sponsors:   

Rep Fenton   

 

 

TESTIMONY 

 

• Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted. 

 

Fenton:  passed last year, child’s head needs to be supported, proven that rear-facing seats protect 

the child’s fragile bodies. 

 

*Dan Goodman AAA - support National standard studies prove it is safer 

 

Cindy Tuttle Concord Hospital - support 

 

Tom Leach – CHAD Dartmouth Hitchcock – support 

 

Captain Hanyes NHSP Highway safety – support 

 

*Joseph Colella – Juenile Products Manufactures Assoc. – Opposed – against the wording of the bill 

and not including weight requirements, but supports the concept of the bill, hopes it can be amended 

 

Q- Rep. Hill to Joseph Colella Has your organization looked at school buses? A- not as of yet 

 

Q Rep. Sykes to Joseph Colella how do you deal with car seats that do not meet standards?  

A. All car seats in the US have to meet the standard requirements that are sold in the US 

 

Rep. Fenton to Mr. Colella to help with an amendment 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Newman replacing Rep. Rich 
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House Remote Testify

Transportation Committee Testify List for Bill HB251 on 2021-02-12 
Support: 60    Oppose: 3    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 7 

 Export to Excel  

Name
City, State 
Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying

Non-
Germane Signed Up

Haynes, William
william.r.haynes@dos.nh.gov

State
Agency
Staff

Department of Safety and
Office of Highway Safety

Support Yes (5m) No 2/10/2021 12:55
PM

Goodman, Dan
goodman.daniel@nne.aaa.com

An
Elected
Official

Myself Support Yes (3m) No 2/11/2021 3:04
PM

Tuttle, Cindy

Ctuttle@crhc.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Concord Hospital Support Yes (3m) No 2/11/2021 9:05
PM

Fenton, Donovan
donovanfenton@gmail.com

An
Elected
Official

Myself Support Yes (2m) No 2/4/2021 1:24
PM

Leach, Tom

info@beseatsmartNH.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support Yes (10m) No 2/5/2021 11:05
AM

Leach, Thomas
Thomas.D.Leach@hitchcock.org

State
Agency
Staff

Myself Support Yes (0m) No 2/5/2021 10:32
AM

Colella, Joseph
jcolella@jpma.org

A
Lobbyist

Juvenile Products
Manufacturers Association

Oppose Yes (0m) No 2/10/2021 8:35
AM

Long, Jocelyn

jocelynlong89@outlook.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 12:33
PM

Driscoll,
Michael

Mdriscoll@hampsteadfire.us A
Member

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 12:36
PM
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of the
Public

Smith-Berry,
Rosemary

rosemarysb87@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 11:52
PM

Rathbun, Eric

ericsrathbun@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/12/2021 7:04
AM

Campion, Polly

pkc441@outlook.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/12/2021 7:49
AM

Shaw, Autumn

autumncshaw@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/12/2021 9:26
AM

Lawrence, Emily
Emily.L.Lawrence@childadvocate.nh.gov

State
Agency
Staff

NH Office of the Child
Advocate

Support No No 2/12/2021 9:54
AM

Waldrip,
Britney

britney.waldrip@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 2:22
PM

Kearney, Karen

kkskearney1@yahoo.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 2/11/2021 2:27
PM

Grant, Wendi

wendilgrant@hotmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 2:38
PM

Centner, Sue

director@catsnh.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 4:21
PM

Doubleday,
Pamela

pamela.j.doubleday@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 3:33
PM

OBrien, Alyssa A Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 4:53
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alyssajabraham@gmail.com Member
of the
Public

PM

Rembisz, Adam

adam.rembisz@hcahealthcare.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 4:26
PM

McCalley,
Jennifer

jenniferamccalley@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 4:28
PM

Heaton, Karen

karenvwheaton@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 5:25
PM

Reetz, Susan

sreetz@tds.net

A
Member
of the
Public

NHNA Support No No 2/11/2021 5:47
PM

Bennett, Dan
dbennett@nhada.com

A
Lobbyist

New Hampshire
Automobile Dealers
Association

Support No No 2/11/2021 7:57
PM

Moulton,
Candace

candaceleighm@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/6/2021 5:57
PM

Fordey, Nicole

nikkif610@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/7/2021 12:35
PM

Larson, Ruth

ruthlarson@msn.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 12:49
AM

Cohen, Rep
Bruce bruce.cohen@leg.state.nh.us

An
Elected
Official

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 9:03
AM

Smith, Carla

tsmith1992@yahoo.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 10:30
AM

Frost, Sherry An Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 10:45
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sherry.frost@leg.state.nh.us Elected
Official

AM

MacKinnon,
Paula

paulamack56@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 12:42
PM

LaFave, Lea

lealafave@usa.net

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 1:49
PM

Wells, Nancy

nancyawells@aol.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 1:49
PM

Madison, Emily

madison13511@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 2:10
PM

Roy, Colleen

coroy@wrsdsau59.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 2:13
PM

McLean,
Anthony

liberty76@icloud.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Oppose No No 2/8/2021 2:22
PM

RICHARDSON,
DEBORAH

richardsonde@nashua.edu

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 2:46
PM

Frenn, Karen

kfrenn@rivier.edu

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 3:16
PM

Maclean,
Kathleen

kwsnowski@comcast.net

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 3:46
PM

Perry, Roxanne

roxanne.perry01@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 3:50
PM
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Lohmann,
Margaret Lynch

lohmann@metrocast.net A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 3:56
PM

BEHNKE,
MARY

MARIABRUJA@COMCAST.NET

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 5:25
PM

Manseau, Joline

joline.manseau@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/8/2021 11:46
PM

Cameron, Sharon

sharon.cameron@hotmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

NH Driver Education
Teachers Association

Support No No 2/9/2021 12:43
PM

Laflam,
Stephanie

Smzlaflam@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:07
PM

Dow, Marsha

Marsha.dow14@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:22
PM

demark, richard

demarknh114@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:22
PM

Zirpolo, Alison

Alison.Zirpolo@wdhospital.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:33
PM

Colten, Lora

lrcolten@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:35
PM

Robbins, Mason

masonrobbins@comcast.net

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:36
PM

DiNapoli,
Pamela

Pdinap@comcast.net A
Member

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:36
PM
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of the
Public

Colbert, Jillian

jcolbert@crhc.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 1:51
PM

Sargent,
Elizabeth esargent@sheehan.com

A
Lobbyist

NH Association of Chiefs
of Police

Support No No 2/10/2021 2:16
PM

Smedick, Jason

jsmedick@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 2:45
PM

Vail, Suzanne
Suzanne.vail@leg.state.nh.us

An
Elected
Official

Hillsborough County 30 Support No No 2/10/2021 2:49
PM

Jackson, Nicole

njackson.92207@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 3:33
PM

Gullage,
Kathryn

Tkgullage@comcast.net

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 4:07
PM

Widmer, Joan

jwidmer56@gmail.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 5:07
PM

Tullar, Dianna

tullargardening@yahoo.com

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/10/2021 8:40
PM

DeSotto, Nancy

ndesotto@ccsnh.edu

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 8:45
AM

Hill, Casey

chill@elliot-hs.org

A
Member
of the
Public

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 9:40
AM

Aronson, Laura laura@mlans.net A
Member

Myself Support No No 2/11/2021 11:07
AM
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of the
Public
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Archived: Friday, July 16, 2021 4:24:20 PM
From: Hill,Casey
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 2:46:00 PM
To: HCS
Cc: Bradley Greenland; Rebecca Stuart; 'Thomas D. Leach' (Thomas.D.Leach@hitchcock.org)
Subject: RE: HB251
Importance: Normal

Thank you,

Casey

Casey Hill MSN, RN-BC, CEN, TCRN, CPS-T

Unit Educator
Elliot Hospital Emergency Department

p 603-663-2461
e chill@elliot-hs.org I Elliot Hospital

From: HCS [mailto:HCS@leg.state.nh.us]
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 1:27 PM
To: Hill,Casey
Cc: Bradley Greenland; Rebecca Stuart
Subject: HB251

Attention: This email originated outside of SolutionHealth. Links and attachments cannot be verified as
authentic. Click only if you trust the sender and content.

I have forwarded this to the Committee Assistant, to give to share with Transportation committee
members

HCS

From: Hill,Casey <CHill@Elliot-HS.org>
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 11:22 AM
To: HCS <HCS@leg.state.nh.us>
Subject: HB251
Importance: High

mailto:CHill@Elliot-HS.org
mailto:HCS@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Bradley.Greenland@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Rebecca.Stuart@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Thomas.D.Leach@hitchcock.org






Good Morning,

I am writing in support of the passing of HB251. As a nurse educator and certified child passenger safety
technician, as well as a board certified emergency and trauma nurse, I have seen firsthand the effects of
improper child restraints, including when a child is turned forward facing too soon. By aligning with the
AAP’s (American Academy of Pediatrics) best practices in child passenger safety, our state would help
mitigate life threatening and / or debilitating injury should a child be part of a motor vehicle collision. A
rear facing position offers better protection to a child’s head, neck and spine and will give the child the
best possible protection in a crash situation.

I do recommend the wording of the bill be changed to reflect NHTSA and the AAP’s position statement to
read something like the following: “should ride rear facing as long as possible and at least until two years
of age or until they reach the top weight or height limits of the manufacturer of the seat”

Respectfully,

Casey L. Hill

Casey Hill MSN, RN-BC, CEN, TCRN, CPS-T

Unit Educator
Elliot Hospital Emergency Department

p 603-663-2461
e chill@elliot-hs.org I Elliot Hospital

**** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION - PLEASE READ PRIVACY NOTICE **** This communication is
confidential and may be read only by its intended recipient(s). It may contain legally privileged and
protected information. If you believe you have received this communication in error, please "Reply" to
the Sender and so indicate or call (603) 663-2800. Then, please promptly "Delete" this communication
from your computer. This communication, and any information contained herein, may only be forwarded,
printed, disclosed, copied or disseminated by those specifically authorized to do so. UNAUTHORIZED
DISCLOSURE MAY RESULT IN LEGAL LIABILITY FOR THOSE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE.

**** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION - PLEASE READ PRIVACY NOTICE **** This communication is
confidential and may be read only by its intended recipient(s). It may contain legally privileged and
protected information. If you believe you have received this communication in error, please "Reply" to
the Sender and so indicate or call (603) 663-2800. Then, please promptly "Delete" this communication



from your computer. This communication, and any information contained herein, may only be forwarded,
printed, disclosed, copied or disseminated by those specifically authorized to do so. UNAUTHORIZED
DISCLOSURE MAY RESULT IN LEGAL LIABILITY FOR THOSE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE.



Archived: Friday, July 16, 2021 4:24:21 PM
From: HCS
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 1:27:28 PM
To: Hill,Casey
Cc: Bradley Greenland; Rebecca Stuart
Subject: HB251
Importance: Normal

I have forwarded this to the Committee Assistant, to give to share with Transportation committee
members

HCS

From: Hill,Casey <CHill@Elliot-HS.org>
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 11:22 AM
To: HCS <HCS@leg.state.nh.us>
Subject: HB251
Importance: High

Good Morning,

I am writing in support of the passing of HB251. As a nurse educator and certified child passenger safety
technician, as well as a board certified emergency and trauma nurse, I have seen firsthand the effects of
improper child restraints, including when a child is turned forward facing too soon. By aligning with the
AAP’s (American Academy of Pediatrics) best practices in child passenger safety, our state would help
mitigate life threatening and / or debilitating injury should a child be part of a motor vehicle collision. A
rear facing position offers better protection to a child’s head, neck and spine and will give the child the
best possible protection in a crash situation.

I do recommend the wording of the bill be changed to reflect NHTSA and the AAP’s position statement to
read something like the following: “should ride rear facing as long as possible and at least until two years
of age or until they reach the top weight or height limits of the manufacturer of the seat”

Respectfully,

Casey L. Hill

Casey Hill MSN, RN-BC, CEN, TCRN, CPS-T

Unit Educator
Elliot Hospital Emergency Department

p 603-663-2461
e chill@elliot-hs.org I Elliot Hospital

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=44DD6B86A2E344258C9D71750D2A67B4-HCSJOBS
mailto:CHill@Elliot-HS.org
mailto:Bradley.Greenland@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Rebecca.Stuart@leg.state.nh.us




**** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION - PLEASE READ PRIVACY NOTICE **** This communication is
confidential and may be read only by its intended recipient(s). It may contain legally privileged and
protected information. If you believe you have received this communication in error, please "Reply" to
the Sender and so indicate or call (603) 663-2800. Then, please promptly "Delete" this communication
from your computer. This communication, and any information contained herein, may only be forwarded,
printed, disclosed, copied or disseminated by those specifically authorized to do so. UNAUTHORIZED
DISCLOSURE MAY RESULT IN LEGAL LIABILITY FOR THOSE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE.



Archived: Friday, July 16, 2021 4:24:21 PM
From: director@catsnh.org
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 3:03:26 PM
To: ~House Transportation Committee
Subject: request to support HB 251 - thank you!
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
image003.wmz ;

Dear Honorable Members of the House Transportation Committee ,
I am writing on behalf of our non-profit, the Community Alliance for Teen Safety (CATS), to voice
our support for HB 251 which will help protect children, our most vulnerable population, from
serious injury or death by requiring children under the age of 2 years old be restrained in a rear
facing child restraint in a motor vehicle.
Tragically every year in the United States children are seriously injured or lose their lives in car
crashes. The simple use of proper child safety seats can help prevent these tragic losses. You can
help parents, grandparents and everyone who transports a child in a motor vehicle keep their
vulnerable passengers safer by passing HB 251.
Research and data (American Academy of Pediatrics, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and others) guide us in how we can best protect our children and recommend this
approach as a best practice to keep children safer and more secure. Children in their 2nd year of
life (12 to 23 months) are less likely to be seriously injured when rear-facing while in a motor
vehicle, because rear-facing child restraints distribute the force of the crash across the head,
neck and spinal column, as opposed to concentrating force solely on the neck, as in a forward-
facing crash.

Our non-profit has a history of caring about child and
youth safety…
The Community Alliance for Teen Safety (CATS) was founded in
1996 after 11 teens lost their lives in car crashes within a short
period of time in Derry. Under the leadership of the Director of
Emergency Services at Parkland Medical Center a grassroots
coalition of community leaders, youth, parents, state safety
specialists and others came together to determine what the root
causes were that led to the tragedies. Lack of seat belt use was
identified as a common factor in the deaths of the teens. This
grassroots coalition became CATS and formalized by incorporating
in 1996 and receiving its non-profit status in 1997. Its initial focus
was on driving safety. CATS spearheaded efforts to raise the

mandatory age for seat belt use from age 12 to age 18. The Governor came to Derry in 1997 to
sign this legislation into law in recognition of the community’s loss and efforts. The coalition was

recognized as NH’s 1st Safe Communities program by NHTSA in 1997 and received the
International Safe Communities Special Achievement Award in 2000. http://www.catsnh.org/

Thank you for taking a moment in your busy day to read my note! And… thank
you for your service to NH. Please help keep children safe by supporting HB 251!

mailto:director@catsnh.org
mailto:HouseTransportationCommittee@leg.state.nh.us
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MISSION:


 


To promote safe 


habits for all youth 


by increasing 


awareness of high


-


risk behaviors, 


encouraging healthy 


choices and fostering 


community alliances.


 


 







Sincerely,
Sue Centner

Sue Centner, Executive Director
Community Alliance for Teen Safety (CATS)
1 Hood Rd (Office)
PO Box 1225 (Mail)
Derry, NH 03038-6225
603.505.5115 cell
director@catsnh.org
http://www.catsnh.org

“We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future”.
(Franklin D. Roosevelt)



Archived: Friday, July 16, 2021 4:24:21 PM
From: Joline Manseau
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 5:47:37 PM
To: ~House Transportation Committee
Subject: HB251
Importance: Normal


Dear committee,
I support house build 251. Many studies have shown the safety regarding children who are restrained in
motor vehicles. We need to think about saving lives and injury prevention.
Please support this bill.
Thank you,
Joline Manseau, APRN, retired
Registered voter
Hollis NH

mailto:joline.manseau@gmail.com
mailto:HouseTransportationCommittee@leg.state.nh.us


  

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Motor Vehicle Crash Data Querying and Reporting 

Occupants Involved in Motor Vehicle Crashes 

Filter Selected: Vehicle Body Type: Passenger Car or Light Truck - Pickup or Light Truck - Utility or Light Truck - 

Van or Light Truck - Other; Less than One Year <=Age<= 9 Years; Person Injury Type: Fatal; Person Type: Driver or Occupant 

State: New Hampshire 

Years: 2010-2019 

 

Occupants Killed in Fatal Crashes 1  

Type Of Restraint System In Use 

by Age 

Crash Date (Year) 

2011 2012 2014 2018 Total 

Shoulder and Lap Belt Used 4 Years 1 0 0 0 1 

Child Restraint Type Unknown 7 Years 0 1 1 0 2 

Booster Seat 7 Years 0 0 0 1 1 

Total 4 Years 1 0 0 0 1 

7 Years 0 1 1 1 3 

Total 1 1 1 1 4 

 

 
Data Sources: 
1Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 

 





2021 Testimony on NH HB 251

The NH Driver Education Teachers Association supports NH HB 251.

The last time this law was updated was 2015. Following the science and research on

best current safety practices for infants in cars is a measure worth supporting.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Cameron
President
NH Driver Education Teachers Association



Chairman Walsh and members of the committee, thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. 

My name is Dan Goodman, and I am the manager of public affairs for AAA Northern New England. AAA 

Northern New England is an auto club and membership organization of over 1 million members in 

Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. AAA actively advocates for public policy that makes New 

Hampshire a safer place to live, work, and raise our families. I write this in support of HB 251. 

This is a very important step to protect the most vulnerable and youngest motor vehicle passengers. 

AAA, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the American Academy of Pediatricians all 

agree that children should ride rear facing as long as possible and at least until two years of age or until 

they reach the weight or height limits of the manufacturer of the seat.  

A 2007 University of Virginia study found that children were 75 percent less likely to suffer severe or 

fatal injuries in a crash if they are facing the rear.  In 2017, restraint use saved the lives of 325 children 

aged 4 years and younger (NHTSA). 

Requiring children to remain rear facing until the age of two is the recommended best practice to keep 

children seated safe and secure. Rear facing safety seats are designed to support the child’s fragile body. 

Children are less likely to be seriously injured when rear facing since child’s head, neck and back are 

supported by the safety seat  and the forced of the crash are distributed evenly.  Significant trauma to 

the neck and spine can result from a crash if a baby is transitioned to forward facing too early.  Here is a 

link to a video simulation of a 18-month-old child in a rear-facing versus forward-facing child safety seat 

(The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Research Institute). Click here to Watch. 

Existing law (RSA 265:107-a) states that all children under age 7 or 57 inches (whichever is reached first) 

must use a properly fastened and secured child safety seat.  There is no specific language to guide 

parents and caregivers on the appropriate type of child restraint to use at various stages of 

development.  The proposed legislation before you today will help close this identified gap in child 

passenger safety in New Hampshire law. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Dan Goodman 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sw5vQM-cYug&feature=emb_logo
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HB 251-FN - AS INTRODUCED
 

 
2021 SESSION

21-0308
11/05
 
HOUSE BILL 251-FN
 
AN ACT requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto be restrained in a motor vehicle.
 
SPONSORS: Rep. Fenton, Ches. 8
 
COMMITTEE: Transportation
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------
 

ANALYSIS
 

This bill requires children under the age of 2 years old to be restrained in a rear facing child restraint in a motor
vehicle.
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 
Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.
Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
21-0308
11/05
 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One
 
AN ACT requiring children under the age of 2 yearsto be restrained in a motor vehicle.

 
Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

 
1  Rules of the Road; Child Passenger Restraints Required.  Amend RSA 265:107-a, I-b to read as follows:
I-b.  No person shall drive a motor vehicle on any way while carrying as a passenger a person less than 7 years of age
and more than 2 years of age unless such passenger is properly fastened and secured by a child restraint system
which is in accordance with the safety standards approved by the United States Department of Transportation in 49
C.F.R. section 571.213.  If the passenger is 57 inches or more in height, the provisions of this paragraph shall not
apply.
I-c.  No person shall drive a motor vehicle on any way while carrying as a passenger a person less than 2
years of age unless such passenger is properly fastened and secured by a rear facing child restraint
system which is in accordance with the safety standards approved by the United States Department of
Transportation in 49 C.F.R. section 571.213.  If the passenger is 40 inches or more in height and weighs 40
pounds or more, the provisions of this paragraph shall not apply.
2  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
 
LBA
21-0308
12/7/20
 

HB 251-FN- FISCAL NOTE



AS INTRODUCED
 
AN ACT requiring children under the age of 2 years be restrained in a motor vehicle.
 
FISCAL IMPACT:      [ X ] State              [    ] County               [    ] Local              [    ] None

   
  Estimated Increase / (Decrease)
STATE: FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024
   Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
   Revenue $0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
   Expenditures $0 Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Funding Source:   [ X ] General            [    ] Educa�on            [ X ] Highway           [    ] Other

 
METHODOLOGY:

This bill modifies the requirements for child passenger restraints in a motor vehicle, to which those found guilty
are subject to a violation level offense.  It is not possible to estimate how many new cases may arise as a result of
this change, if any, however the Judicial Branch estimates average cost of violation level cases to be $54 in FY
2022.  It should be noted that average case cost estimates for FY 2022 are based on data that is more than ten
years old and does not reflect changes to the courts over that same period of time or the impact these changes
may have on processing the various case types.  Additionally, violations of this statute carry a fine of $50 for first
offense and $100 for subsequent offenses.  Therefore, this bill may increase revenue to the state highway fund.
 
Since this bill is effective 60 days after passage, it is assumed any impact would be incurred in FY 2022 or after.

 
AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Judicial Branch
 


	Committe Report
	Voting Sheets
	Public Hearing
	Testimony
	Bill as Introduced

