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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Environment and Agriculture to

which was referred HB 226,

AN ACT relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety.

Having considered the same, report the same with the

following amendment, and the recommendation that

the bill OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Barbara Comtois

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Environment and Agriculture

Bill Number: HB 226

Title: relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety.

Date: February 9, 2021

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
2021-0046h

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill was requested by the Department of Agriculture. It adds a 5-year extension to the repeal
date of the produce inspection program required by the Food Safety Modernization Act enacted by
the USDA. Additionally, the bill provides a housekeeping change to allow the Commissioner of the
Department of Agriculture, or his agent, to issue a “stop sale order” if produce is being sold in
violation of the produce safety rules.

Vote 18-0.

Rep. Barbara Comtois
FOR THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

CONSENT CALENDAR

Environment and Agriculture
HB 226, relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Barbara Comtois for Environment and Agriculture. This bill was requested by the Department
of Agriculture. It adds a 5-year extension to the repeal date of the produce inspection program
required by the Food Safety Modernization Act enacted by the USDA. Additionally, the bill provides
a housekeeping change to allow the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, or his agent, to
issue a “stop sale order” if produce is being sold in violation of the produce safety rules. Vote 18-0.



Rep. Pearl, Merr. 26
January 25, 2021
2021-0046h
08/11

Amendment to HB 226

Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to

read as 3:

2 New Section; Produce; Stop Sale. Amend RSA 426-A by inserting after section 6 the following

new section:

426-A:7 Produce; Stop Sale. When the commissioner or the commissioner's authorized agent

has reasonable cause to believe produce is being distributed in violation of any of the provisions of

this chapter, or of any of the rules adopted under this chapter, the commissioner or agent may issue

and serve a written "stop sale, use or removal" order upon the owner or custodian of any such

produce. The produce shall not be sold, used or removed until the provisions of this chapter have

been complied with and the produce has been released by the commissioner or the violation has been

otherwise disposed of as provided in this chapter by a court of competent jurisdiction.
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Amendment to HB 226
- Page 2 -

2021-0046h

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill extends the date for the repeal of the laws on produce safety.

This bill also enables the commissioner of the department of agriculture, markets, and food to stop
the sale of produce violating produce safety rules.



Voting Sheets



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

EXECUTIVE SESSION on HB 226

BILL TITLE: relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety.

DATE: February 3, 2021

LOB ROOM: Hybrid

MOTIONS: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Moved by Rep. Comtois Seconded by Rep. Perez AM Vote: 18-0

Amendment # 2021-0046h

Moved by Rep. Comtois Seconded by Rep. Perez Vote: 18-0

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES

Statement of Intent: Refer to Committee Report

Respectfully submitted,

Rep Barbara Comtois, Clerk
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE HOUSE CLERK

1/22/2021 9:57:30 AM
Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2021 SESSION

Environment and Agriculture

Exec Session Date:
2/3/21

Motion:Bill #:
HB226 adoption

AM #:
2021-0046H

Page: 1 of 1

Members YEAS Nays NV

Pearl, Howard C. Chairman X

Aron, Judy F. Vice Chairman X

Comtois, Barbara Clerk X

Verville, Kevin G. X

Davis, Arnold G. X

Stapleton, Walter A. X

Homola, Susan X

Kennedy, Margaret Anne X

Mason, James L. X

Sanborn, Gail E. X

Bixby, Peter W. X

Sofikitis, Catherine M. X

Bouldin, Andrew J. X

Dutzy, Sherry X

Murray, Megan A. X

Von Plinsky, Sparky X

Caplan, Tony X

Hyland, Stephanie M. X

Perez, Maria X

TOTAL VOTE: 18 1
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- Page 2 -

2021-0046h

AMENDED ANALYSIS
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House Remote Testify 

Environment and Agriculture Committee Testify List for Bill HB226 on 2021-01-27 

City, State 

Support: 6 	Oppose: 4 	Neutral: 1 Total to Testify: 1 
Export to Excel 

Name Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Non-Germane Signecp 

PEARL, HOWARD howard.pearl@leg.state.nh.us  An Elected Official SPONSOR Support Yes (Om) No 1/21/2021 10:09 AM 

Lang, Tim timothy.lang@leg.state.nh.us  An Elected Official Co-sponsor Belknap 4 Support No No 1/21/2021 11:57 AM 

Gericke, Carla carlagericke@gmail.com  A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2021 3:03 PM 

Calitz, Louis lc_nhhouse@free603.org  A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2021 3:36 PM 

Manuse, Andrew amanuse@gmail.com  A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/25/2021 8:18 PM 

Johnson, II, Robert robj@nhfarmbureau.org  A Lobbyist NH Farm Bureau Support No No 1/26/2021 10:18 AM 

Wester, Jessica wester.j@protonmail.com  A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/26/2021 8:12 PM 

Wester, Jeff wester.j@protonmail.com  A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/26/2021 8:13 PM 

Rathbun, Eric ericsrathbun@gmail.com  A Member of the Public Myself Neutral No No 1/26/2021 9:03 PM 

See, Alvin absee@4Liberty.net  A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No No 1/26/2021 11:35 PM 

SAWTELLE, ERICK esawtelles@aol.com  A Member of the Public Myself Support No No 1/27/2021 7:56 AM 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 226

BILL TITLE: relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety.

DATE: January 27, 2021

ROOM: Time Public Hearing Called to Order: __11:30 a.m._

Time Adjourned: ___11:39_a.m.___

(please circle if present)

Committee Members: Reps. Pearl, Aron, Comtois, Verville, Davis, Stapleton, Homola,
Kennedy, Mason, G. Sanborn, Bixby, Sofikitis, Andrew Bouldin, Dutzy, M. Murray, Von
Plinsky, Caplan, Hyland and Perez

Bill Sponsors:

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Pearl – introduced at request of Dept of Ag due to expiration date and extend to June 30, 2026

RSA 426 (a) – stop sale provision, could the language be applied – amendment to correct provision of

stop sale

Commissioner of Jasper – Dept of Ag – to clarify FSMA was originally with DHHS and was moved to

DofAg a couple of years ago, it is a 5 year federal funded program, he is assuming that the Feds will

fund it – in terms of amendment, does the commissioner have the ability to stop the sale of food

regarding FSMA rules



Testimony
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HB 226 - AS INTRODUCED 

2021 SESSION 
21-0296 
08/11 

HOUSE BILL 	226 

AN ACT 	relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety. 

SPONSORS: 	Rep. Pearl, Merr. 26; Rep. Lang, Belk. 4; Rep. M. Moffett, Merr. 9 

COMMITTEE: Environment and Agriculture 

ANALYSIS 

This bill extends the date for the repeal of the laws on produce safety. 

Explanation: 	Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 
Matter removed from current law appears [in brackcts and struckthrough.] 
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 



HB 226 - AS INTRODUCED 
21-0296 
08/11 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One 

AN ACT 
	

relative to the repeal of laws on produce safety. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

1 	1 Repeal Date Changed. Amend 2018, 323:28-29 to read as follows: 

2 	323:28 Repeal; Effective [2021] 2026. RSA 426-A, relative to produce safety, is repealed. 

3 	323:29 Effective Date. 

4 	I. Section 28 of this act shall take effect June 30, [2021] 2026. 

5 	II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage. 

6 	2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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