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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on Health, Human

Services and Elderly Affairs to which was referred HB

221,

AN ACT making the state vaccine registry an opt-in

program. Having considered the same, and being

unable to agree with the Majority, report with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Leah Cushman

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE
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MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: HB 221

Title: making the state vaccine registry an opt-in
program.

Date: March 1, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: OUGHT TO PASS

STATEMENT OF INTENT

This bill would align current rules with Article 2b of the NH State Constitution, supported by over
80% of NH voters in 2018, which states “An individual's right to live free from governmental
intrusion in private or personal information is natural, essential, and inherent.” This bill requires
written consent in order for an individual’s private vaccination information, including refusals, to be
entered into a government database known as the NHIIS, or vaccine registry. Currently, rules
requires all vaccination encounters, including refusals, to be entered into the registry unless an
individual opts out. There is nothing in statute requiring individuals to be informed of their right to
opt out, and the Department of Health and Human Services has failed to reveal the procedure for
opting out, while admitting the information in the registry will be used to target those who decline
vaccination. The minority believes that the right of individuals to maintain privacy from
government is essential, and that covert data collection is wrong. The vaccine registry has been in
statute since 1998 but was never created due to mismanagement. The state has been without a
vaccine registry from its birth to this very day, yet it boasts some of the highest vaccination rates in
the country. There is no evidence that simply requiring consent for data collection would have any
negative effects on the people of NH. Failure to ensure an opt-in process will result in the harm of
intentionally capturing citizens’ private health information without their consent or knowledge. The
current process is repugnant to the NH Bill of Rights and must be changed. Therefore the minority
recommends Ought to Pass on this bill.

Rep. Leah Cushman
FOR THE MINORITY
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Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
HB 221, making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Leah Cushman for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill
would align current rules with Article 2b of the NH State Constitution, supported by over 80% of NH
voters in 2018, which states “An individual's right to live free from governmental intrusion in private
or personal information is natural, essential, and inherent.” This bill requires written consent in
order for an individual’s private vaccination information, including refusals, to be entered into a
government database known as the NHIIS, or vaccine registry. Currently, rules requires all
vaccination encounters, including refusals, to be entered into the registry unless an individual opts
out. There is nothing in statute requiring individuals to be informed of their right to opt out, and the
Department of Health and Human Services has failed to reveal the procedure for opting out, while
admitting the information in the registry will be used to target those who decline vaccination. The
minority believes that the right of individuals to maintain privacy from government is essential, and
that covert data collection is wrong. The vaccine registry has been in statute since 1998 but was
never created due to mismanagement. The state has been without a vaccine registry from its birth
to this very day, yet it boasts some of the highest vaccination rates in the country. There is no
evidence that simply requiring consent for data collection would have any negative effects on the
people of NH. Failure to ensure an opt-in process will result in the harm of intentionally capturing
citizens’ private health information without their consent or knowledge. The current process is
repugnant to the NH Bill of Rights and must be changed. Therefore the minority recommends Ought
to Pass on this bill.
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March 1, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Majority of the Committee on Health, Human

Services and Elderly Affairs to which was referred HB

221,

AN ACT making the state vaccine registry an opt-in

program. Having considered the same, report the same

with the following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Lucy Weber

FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

MAJORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Bill Number: HB 221

Title: making the state vaccine registry an opt-in
program.

Date: March 1, 2021

Consent Calendar: REGULAR

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

STATEMENT OF INTENT

Currently, the state vaccine registry is operated on an opt-out basis; that is, any person not wanting
their data included in the registry may refuse.  This bill would make the registry an opt-in program;
wherein all data would be excluded from the registry unless the person specifically requests to be
included.  All members of the committee support the individual in retaining control over their health
care data.  The majority believe that the current program properly balances the need for accurate
health care data to inform decision-making and health care policy with the right of the individual to
control their health care data.  We heard testimony that when vaccines are administered, patients
are informed of their right to opt out of the reporting to the registry via the informed consent form.
Because every individual who desires not to be included in the registry already has the right to be
excluded, the majority believe that including all others in the registry is permissible and will
advance our knowledge of vaccination over time.

Vote 14-7.

Rep. Lucy Weber
FOR THE MAJORITY



Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

REGULAR CALENDAR

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs
HB 221, making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Lucy Weber for theMajority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs.
Currently, the state vaccine registry is operated on an opt-out basis; that is, any person not wanting
their data included in the registry may refuse.  This bill would make the registry an opt-in program;
wherein all data would be excluded from the registry unless the person specifically requests to be
included.  All members of the committee support the individual in retaining control over their health
care data.  The majority believe that the current program properly balances the need for accurate
health care data to inform decision-making and health care policy with the right of the individual to
control their health care data.  We heard testimony that when vaccines are administered, patients
are informed of their right to opt out of the reporting to the registry via the informed consent form.
Because every individual who desires not to be included in the registry already has the right to be
excluded, the majority believe that including all others in the registry is permissible and will

advance our knowledge of vaccination over time. Vote 14-7.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

EXECUTIVE SESSION on Bill # __HB 221_____

BILL TITLE: An Act making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program.

DATE: 2/23/2021

LOB ROOM: 306-8/Remote
____________________________________________________________________________________________

MOTION:

X OTP

Moved by Rep. ____Cushman___ Seconded by Rep. ___Gay_____ Vote: 9 - 12 (failed)

MOTION: (Please check one box)

X ITL

Moved by Rep. ___Weber____ Seconded by Rep. ____Salloway_ Vote: 14 - 7

CONSENT CALENDAR: _____ YES __X___ NO

Minority Report? __X____ Yes ______ No If yes, author, Rep: __Cushman_ Motion OTP ______

BAF
Respectfully submitted: ______________________________________________

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk
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Roll Call Committee Registers
Report

2021 SESSION

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

Exec Session Date: 2/23/2021
Motion:Bill #: HB 221 OTP AM #:

Page: 1 of 2

Members YEAS Nays NV

Pearson, Mark A. Chairman 12

Marsh, William M. Vice Chairman 1

McMahon, Charles E. 1

Nelson, Bill G. 2

Acton, Dennis F. 3

Gay, Betty I. 4

Cushman, Leah P. 5

Folsom, Beth A. Clerk 6

Kelsey, Niki 7

King, Bill C. 8

Kofalt, Jim 9

Weber, Lucy M. 2

MacKay, James R. 3

Snow, Kendall A. 4

Knirk, Jerry L. 5

Salloway, Jeffrey C. 6

Cannon, Gerri D. 7

Nutter-Upham, Frances E. 8

Schapiro, Joe 9

Woods, Gary L. 10
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

PUBLIC HEARING on Bill # _HB 221_____

BILL TITLE: An Act making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program.

DATE: ______2/8/2021_______________

ROOM: 306-8 Time Public Hearing Called to Order: ____10:22 am_

Time Adjourned: ___11:11 am_________

(please circle if present)

Committee Members: In 306-8 Reps. M. Pearson, Folsom, Gay, Cushman, B. King,
Remote: Marsh, McMahon, Nelson, Acton, Kelsey, Kofalt, Weber, MacKay, Snow, Knirk,
Salloway, Cannon, Nutter-Upham, Schapiro, Woods and Merchant

TESTIMONY
Representative Lang
NH has a state constitutional amendment protecting a person's personal data protected from state.
The opt-in process needed for informed consent.
A form of some kind on which the opt-in with signature
Ask permission to include data at collection point.
If opt-in is assumed, too much sharable data.

Beth Daly - opposed
Immunization Information System - IIS
Helps families keep updated vacc. records.
Helps in advanced purchasing of vaccinations
Helps to identified underserved populations.
Opt-out process on website

In addition to website it needs to be in written and oral form.

Rep. Cushman - Nurse,
Opt-outs get lost
Informed consent more important
HPPA you have to get specific permission to share.

Holly Stevens - oppose
Indentify coverage gaps.
Records can be slow to move to new PCP
Pharmacy administered vaccines often to not get put into medical records.

Laura Condon
Bill clarifies the already legislated informed consent
Parents have no access to this information
Have already spent 2+ million already spent on this since 2014 and is still not operational
Even refusals are put in registry



Paula Minnehan - oppose
Opt-in cumbersome
Can impede health decisions.

Representative Jess Edwards
Opt-out tricks more people into sharing their data
Ignores your data is yours.

Courtney Tanner -
Registry is another tool to use in health care.

Thomas McLeod -
Submitted a right to know request from DHHS- still waiting for reply
This data is used for not just medical research but also for political data ie. Market reasearch

Dr. Wendy Gladstone - oppose
The cost of an additional document

Dr. Maria Ramas - oppose
Will reduce duplicate doses.

Dr. Hayes - oppose
It is one part of a robust public health infrastructure.

Eric Pauer - support
It is a small price to pay for explicit consent

Rep. Melissa Blasek - support
People can be actively responsible for their own vaccination records.

Alexandria Manilla - support
Right of privacy is more important than a large data base.

Kelly Portenza - support
Clarifies and explicitly state the existing law.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Beth Folsom, Clerk
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House Remote Testify

Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee Testify List for Bill HB221 on 2021-02-08 
Support: 192    Oppose: 81    Neutral: 0    Total to Testify: 17 

  

1 2 3

Name Email Address Phone Title Representing Position Testifying Signed Up
Daly, Beth elizabeth.daly@dhhs.nh.gov 605.545.2064 State Agency Staff NH DHHS Oppose Yes (6m) 2/7/2021 6:54 PM
Stevens, Holly hstevens@new-futures.org 603.255.9540 A Lobbyist New Futures Oppose Yes (5m) 2/7/2021 10:23 PM
Condon, Laura vaxchoicenh@gmail.com 603.471.0787 A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (4m) 2/7/2021 1:57 PM
Ramas, Dr. Marie marieramas@gmail.com 603.643.2034 A Member of the Public Myself & NH Medical Society Oppose Yes (3m) 2/2/2021 10:55 AM
Gladstone,
Gwendolyn WAGladstone@comcast.net 603.475.5779 A Member of the Public the NH chapter of the American

Academy of Pediatrics Oppose Yes (3m) 2/4/2021 12:30 PM

Minnehan, Paula pminnehan@nhha.org 603.496.1047 A Lobbyist NH Hospital Association Oppose Yes (3m) 2/7/2021 2:34 PM
Sayess, Polina Polinasayessmd@gmail.com 603.988.8796 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose Yes (3m) 2/4/2021 5:12 AM
Gladstone, Dr. Wendy wagladstone@comcast.net 603.778.1687 A Member of the Public Myself & NH Medical Society Oppose Yes (3m) 2/8/2021 12:39 AM
Hayes, Dr. Randy michael.padmore@gmail.com 603.858.4744 A Member of the Public Myself & NH Medical Society Oppose Yes (3m) 2/8/2021 12:49 AM
Tanner, Courtney Courtney.Tanner@hitchcock.org 207.468.8789 A Lobbyist Dartmouth-Hitchcock Oppose Yes (3m) 2/8/2021 7:45 AM
McLeod, Thomas chair@ldfnh.org 802.793.9798 A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (3m) 2/8/2021 2:40 AM
Cushman, Leah Leah.cushman@leg.state.nh.us 603.851.7890 An Elected Official Myself Support Yes (3m) 2/8/2021 2:41 AM
Hayes, MD (ret),
Randy rcompostr@gmail.com 7839262 A Member of the Public Myself and NH Medical Society Oppose Yes (2m) 2/7/2021 10:39 PM

Stoddard, Kristine kstoddard@bistatepca.org 480.794.0523 A Lobbyist Bi-State Primary Care Association Oppose Yes (2m) 2/8/2021 7:27 AM

Edwards, Rep Jess jess.edwards@leg.state.nh.us 603.370.7885 An Elected Official Rockingham District 4 (Auburn,
Chester, Sandown) Support Yes (1m) 2/8/2021 10:45 AM

Myers, Patrice 2009awsn@gmail.com 603.290.4520 A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (0m) 2/8/2021 8:37 AM
Potenza, Kelley kelley.potenza@gmail.com 978.808.1066 A Member of the Public Myself Support Yes (0m) 2/8/2021 10:23 AM
Potenza, Peter peter.potenza@gmail.com 603.716.3740 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:25 AM
Koniers, James jim.koniers@gmail.com 203.520.4056 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:26 AM
Wolfgang, Ashley avwolfgang14@gmail.com 913.220.8872 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:28 AM
Frye, Annette fryenh@comcast.net 603.491.6929 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 10:31 AM
Brown, Nancy wcbnpb@comcast.net 603.731.5989 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 10:33 AM
Rounds, Rick Roundsrck@comcast.net 603.239.6299 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:35 AM
Frye, Steven clarkvet@gmail.com 603.491.2884 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 10:35 AM
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Jenkins, Richard Rwjenks2000@gmail.com 603.682.8725 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:42 AM
Wilson, Audra audrajnfam@gmail.com 603.313.6380 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 7:28 AM
Neville, Betsey betsey2003@tds.net 603.867.8175 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 7:28 AM
Hoppert, Meg Country-girls24@outlook.com 603.867.0471 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 7:31 AM
Black, Kimberly kimberly.black@ymail.com 603.370.1576 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 7:44 AM
Bruce, Susan susanb.red@mac.com 603.730.7078 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 8:40 AM
Cates, Tammy tjcates@eagleswind.com 603.882.0734 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:41 AM
kiefner, Robert rskiefner@gmail.com 603.568.8471 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 8:44 AM
Howard Jr., Raymond brhowardjr@yahoo.com 603.875.4115 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:44 AM
DiNapoli, Pamela nhna.ned@gmail.com 603.225.3783 A Member of the Public New Hampshire Nurses Association Oppose No 2/8/2021 8:45 AM
Osborne, Jason HouseRepOffice@leg.state.nh.us 603.271.3665 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:47 AM
Rossall, Julie Deut10_12@hotmail.com 603.499.2505 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:52 AM
Blanchard, Patricia Outinleyden@hotmail.com 603.847.9669 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:52 AM
Scribner, Leah Leahdevost@yahoo.com 907.726.7515 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:52 AM
Banfield, Ann Marie Banfieldannmarie@gmail.com 603.714.5814 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:58 AM
Sheehan, Vanessa vsheehan16@yahoo.com 603.320.6111 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 8:59 AM
Rounds, Cheryl blissfullyhealthy@gmail.com 603.548.0415 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:01 AM
Mason, Angela acmbogue@yahoo.com 802.309.8390 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:02 AM
O'Day, Hon. John krfarm@myfairpoint.net 603.593.2085 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:03 AM
Greene, Bob bob.greene@leg.state.nh.us 603.880.3929 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:03 AM
Johnson, Dawn Dawn.Johnson@leg.state.nh.us 603.305.8466 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:04 AM
Kemmis, Nancy nancy.kemmis@yahoo.com 603.532.5719 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:07 AM
Gallup, Jonathan Jongallup1994@gmail.com 603.762.3868 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:07 AM
Taku, Noelle nmtaku@me.com 603.809.5997 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:07 AM
Desmarais, Julie jddes24@hotmail.com 603.400.1083 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 9:08 AM
McLean, Mark Mmclean777@comcast.net 603.668.0076 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:09 AM
Notter, Jeanine Jeanine.notter@leg.state.nh.us 603.423.0408 An Elected Official Hillsborough 21 Support No 2/8/2021 9:09 AM
Smith, Jonathan jhsmithnh5@gmail.com 603.651.1137 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:10 AM
Little, Val val4471@hotmail.com 603.833.8673 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:11 AM
Clifton, Tracy tracyclifton64@gmail.com 478.284.6279 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 9:12 AM
Gericke, Carla carlagericke@gmail.com 917.607.4353 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:14 AM
Beene, Holly holly.beene@yahoo.com 682.225.2425 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:16 AM
Gallup, Samantha Samantharae644@gmail.com 603.762.5588 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:17 AM
Layon, Erica erica.layon@leg.state.nh.us 603.479.9595 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:17 AM
Gunski, Michael michael.gunski@leg.state.nh.us 603.497.2775 An Elected Official Hillsborough 6, Goffstown Support No 2/8/2021 9:21 AM
Montgomery, Andrea andimontgomeryreflexology@yahoo.com 603.234.5769 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:22 AM
Lewicke, John john.lewicke@leg.state.nh.us 603.878.2610 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:25 AM
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Kliskey, Jessica silversmithjess@gmail.com 603.247.7225 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:26 AM
Porter, Jessica Chiquita12682@Hotmail.com 603.520.4845 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:27 AM
Staub, Kathy kstaub@comcast.net 603.624.0249 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 9:30 AM
Manney, Jeanne thekingswife@comcast.net 603.738.0634 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:36 AM
dostie, donald dadostietrucking@gmail.com 603.991.3478 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:37 AM
THEBERGE,
ROBERT rolath@hotmail.com 603.915.0187 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:37 AM

Straiton, Marie m.straiton@comcast.net 603.496.2717 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 9:39 AM
HOUGH, GREGG GreggHough2020@gmail.com 603.455.4474 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 9:56 AM
Frost, Sherry sherry.frost@leg.state.nh.us 978.255.3924 An Elected Official Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 9:58 AM
Morin, Eric ewmorin@yahoo.com 978.590.9508 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:02 AM
Mercer, Jennifer cjmercer@myfairpoint.net 603.783.4977 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:03 AM
Zakar, Kelly kellymzakar@gmail.com 603.620.0284 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 10:08 AM
E, Liz pwrmine@aol.com 603.555.5555 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:09 AM
Walker, Debra alearose2008@yahoo.com 603.203.7528 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:17 AM
Aron, Judy judy.aron@leg.state.nh.us 603.843.5908 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:18 AM
Harvey, Melissa harveyportal@comcast.net 603.475.5095 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:18 AM
Ankarberg, Aidan aidan201@yahoo.com 603.770.1795 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:45 AM
Sanchez, Alison Alison.faye@gmail.com 718.928.5308 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:46 AM
Tucker, Julie julietucker960@gmail.com 603.964.2562 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:48 AM
Schmitt, John jschmitt88@yahoo.com 603.355.3725 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:51 AM
Dumais, John-
Michael jmdumais@gmail.com 603.757.6358 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 10:55 AM

Nunez, Hershel Hershel.Nunez@leg.state.nh.us 603.260.9630 An Elected Official Myself Support No 2/8/2021 11:12 AM
Torosian, Peter FlyBirdAir@aol.com 603.340.6261 An Elected Official Rockingham County District # 14 Support No 2/8/2021 11:15 AM
Clifford, Kevin kev.clifford@startmail.com 603.661.5387 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 11:35 AM
Koch, Helmut helmut.koch.2001@gmail.com 603.491.3306 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 12:00 PM
Reimer, Alexis areimer@elliot-hs.org 603.622.1301 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 12:06 PM
Cahill, Kathy kathyhigginscahill@gmail.com 603.731.3246 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 12:27 PM
Anderson, Keryn kerynlanderson@gmail.com 603.731.6425 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 12:28 PM
Manuse, Andrew amanuse@gmail.com 603.703.8857 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 1:01 PM
Corell, Elizabeth Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com 603.545.9091 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 4:40 PM
Hincks, Juli jhincks@mac.com 603.306.2136 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 1:11 PM
Greenough, Peggie dgreenough62@gmail.com 603.562.7671 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 1:25 PM
Podlipny, Ann apodlipny57@comcast.net 603.370.1914 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 1:48 PM
Jones, Jennifer jennjones123@hotmail.com 603.734.4123 A Member of the Public Myself Oppose No 2/8/2021 2:16 PM
Pray, Danielle Dapsrp@gmail.com 603.288.2262 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 2:31 PM
Dean, Penny penny@pennydean.com 603.230.9999 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 2:40 PM
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Terhune, Elisabeth elisabethterhune@gmail.com 802.793.4038 A Member of the Public Myself Support No 2/8/2021 2:49 PM
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The Department of Health and Human Services’ Mission is to join communities and families 

in providing opportunities for citizens to achieve health and independence. 

Testimony for HB 221, relative to making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program 

House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee  

Monday, February 8, 2021 

 

Good morning Representative Pearson and members of the committee. My name is Beth Daly, Chief of 

the Bureau of Infectious Disease Control at the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human 

Services (DHHS). I am here today to provide testimony in opposition to HB 221, relative to making the 

state vaccine registry an opt-in program. 
 

An Immunization Information System (IIS), also called an immunization registry, is an electronic system 

used to track administration of vaccines. An IIS contains vaccination records for individuals and other 

vaccine ordering and management information. It offers numerous benefits to public health agencies, 

healthcare providers, and individuals and is a key component of immunization best practices 

recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Decreased duplicate 

immunizations, decreased healthcare costs, and increased immunization rates are all documented 

benefits of an IIS (Groom et al.). An IIS can prompt providers to use the most up-to-date immunization 

recommendations and can provide technology to remind patients when immunizations are due. 

Participating patients and families benefit from having access to a complete electronic immunization 

record that includes information from multiple healthcare organizations regardless of where a vaccine 

was received. Public health agencies can use an IIS to assure accountability of publicly-purchased 

vaccines and to target communities with low vaccination rates to prevent infectious disease outbreaks. 

Besides New Hampshire, all 49 states and the District of Columbia have an IIS in place.  
 

RSA 141-C:20-f, which became effective on August 14, 1998, directs the Department to establish and 

maintain a state immunization registry. This statute expressly states that patient participation in the 

registry is voluntary. The statute directs the Department to adopt rules under RSA 541-A concerning the 

establishment, maintenance of, and reporting to, the immunization registry. These rules (He-P 307) 

outline a process for patients to opt out of participation. HB 221 seeks to change New Hampshire’s 

registry to one that is opt-in, which the Department opposes for a number of reasons. First and foremost, 

New Hampshire's current opt-out approach already protects and individual’s ability to choose not to 

participate, while not adding costly burden to providers and patients.   
 

Nationwide, 11 states require IIS participation with no right to opt-out. Among the remaining states, all 

except three have opt-out policies rather than opt-in, in large part because of the lower cost, lower 

burden, and increased public health benefits of the opt-out model. Texas is one of only three states with 

an opt-in policy, which has been in place for many years. Texas is now working to implement a change 

to become opt-out after conducting an evaluation of the cost of their opt-in model and found that it cost 

$2.00-$2.64 per child depending on the location where consent was obtained, compared to an estimated 

cost of $0.29 per child with an opt-out model. This additional cost associated with obtaining consent for 

Texas' opt-in IIS were estimated at $1,389,804.61 annually (Boom et al.).  

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24912082/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/he-p300.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20431419/
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Nationally, the proportion of patients who opt out of IIS participation is just 5 – 10%. In New 

Hampshire, those individuals who do not want to participate already have a process in place to opt-out. 

Requiring that providers ask every patient to opt-in to the registry when 90 – 95% of the population do 

not opt out, creates substantial unnecessary burden and cost. Keeping the registry opt-out will reduce 

administrative burden, free up more time for healthcare providers to engage in appropriate patient care 

activities, and allow healthcare providers to efficiently document patient records. Opt-out registries also 

ensure that patient’s immunization records are available for them as they transition between providers or 

if they are required to show proof of immunizations when enrolling in school or college or applying for a 

job. Lastly, IISs provide information to healthcare providers and public health officials on vaccine 

coverage, which ensures patients have appropriate vaccinations and allows the Department to prevent 

and respond to infectious disease outbreaks. An opt-in registry will result in incomplete and low quality 

information that will significantly decrease its utility. 
 

National public health experts recommend opt-out consent policies in order to lower the barrier to 

comprehensive reporting to IISs (Martin et al.). Such policies respect an individual’s right to privacy, 

including the right to exclude information from public health databases, while maximizing the 

availability of needed data for delivering appropriate medical care and high-quality public health 

services. Switching from opt-out to opt-in has been estimated to cost more than $1 million per year 

based on the Texas study. As such, the Department strongly opposes HB 221. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  I would be happy to address any questions you have.  
 

   

 

 

  Elizabeth R. Daly, DrPH, MPH 

Chief, Bureau of Infectious Disease Control 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4671281/






 

New Futures  •   100 North Main Street, Suite 400 Concord, NH 03301  •  (603) 225-9540  •  www.new-futures.org 

February 8, 2021 
 
The Honorable Mark Pearson, Chair 
House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee 
Legislative Office Building Room 205 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Re: New Futures’ testimony in opposition to HB 221 

Dear Chair Pearson and Members of the Committee: 

New Futures appreciates the opportunity to testify in opposition to HB 221, making the state 
vaccine registry an opt-in program. New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that 
advocates, educates, and collaborates to improve the health and wellness of all New Hampshire 
residents. In this role, we work extensively with policy makers, health care providers and families to 
improve overall public health and improve health equity across the Granite State. New Hampshire is 
the only state that still does not have a functional vaccine registry. According to DHHS and the 
Governor, it will be going live very soon.  

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, “[i]mmunization information systems (IISs), 
otherwise known as registries, are confidential, population-based, computerized databases that 
record all immunization doses administered by participating providers to persons residing within a 
given geopolitical area. They offer an opportunity for confidential, secure, centralized, and 
immediate access to immunization records for authorized providers. IISs can be useful in identifying 
under- and over-immunized children, monitoring community immunization rates, identifying 
coverage gaps, and improving vaccination rates.”  

IIS can monitor the immunization status of individuals and population groups, and generate 
reminder/recall notices and official immunization records. Given the current pandemic and the 
difficulty the state has had using only the federal system, it is important that New Hampshire 
develop a robust registry system.  

Vaccine registries provide many benefits that would be lost if the system were an “opt-in” rather 
than an “opt-out.” It is not mandatory for anyone to have their vaccine health information included 
in the registry. Anyone can choose to opt-out.  However, opt-in systems would leave out many 
simply because of the barrier that an opt-in program creates. A person can opt-out by simply telling 
their health care provider not to include their immunization information in the registry; it is that 
simple.  

For all the reasons stated above, New Futures strongly urges the Committee to vote Inexpedient to 
Legislate on HB 221. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.new-futures.org/
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Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

  
Holly A. Stevens, Esq. 
Health Policy Coordinator 

http://www.new-futures.org/


Vials of coronavirus vaccine and a medical syringe are seen in front of a displayed Pfizer logo on Oct. 31, 2020. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)

COMPANIES

Pfizer Forecasts Roughly $15 Billion in
Revenue for 2021 From COVID-19 Vaccine

Pfizer expects total revenue in sales of CCP virus vaccines it has developed with Germany’s
BioNTech to generate roughly $15 billion in 2021.

The New York City-based drugmaker revealed the revenue projection in a statement on Tuesday,
adding that the expectation primarily includes doses that are expected to be delivered this year
under existing contracts, which may be subject to adjustments as additional contracts are added
or removed.

Pfizer, one of the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies, was the first to get U.S. emergency
use authorization for a vaccine it developed together with BioNTech in response to the CCP
(Chinese Communist Party) virus pandemic, commonly referred to as the novel coronavirus,
which causes the disease COVID-19.

It is the first time Pfizer revealed an expectation for its vaccine sales as it strives to deliver 2 billion
doses of the vaccine in 2021.

The drugmaker has already supplied 65 million doses globally and 29 million doses to the United
States as of Jan. 31. It said it expects to supply 200 million doses to the U.S. government by the
end of May.
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A nurse prepares to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at Guy’s Hospital in London, Britain, on Dec. 8, 2020. (Frank Augstein/Pool
via Reuters)

The company announced forecasts for their CCP virus vaccine sales as it also disclosed a total
expected profit for this year, excluding the contributions from the COVID-19 vaccine.

Pfizer forecast 2021 sales of between $44.4 billion to $46.4 billion. With vaccine sales included,
the sales are expected to amount to a total of between $59.4 billion and $61.4 billion, with COVID-
19 vaccine sales projected to contribute nearly 25 percent.

In contrast, 2020 sales from its best-selling pneumonia vaccine Prevnar 13 represented nearly 14
percent of Pfizer’s sales. Full-year revenue for last year totaled $41.9 billion, an increase of $736
million, or 2 percent, compared to 2019, Pfizer revealed in the statement.

Dr. Albert Bourla, Pfizer’s Chairman and Chief Executive Officer stated that “2020 has been a
transformational year,” adding that the companies’ “record-breaking success at developing a
vaccine against COVID-19, along with our partner BioNTech, is just one example of what we
believe this new Pfizer is capable of achieving.”

Albert Bourla (R), chief executive officer of Pfizer, waits to ring the closing bell at the New York Stock Exchange in New York City, N.Y., on Jan. 17,
2019. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)

“As the world looks forward to 2021 with renewed hope for better days ahead, we also look
forward with renewed confidence and resolve in our ability to fulfill our purpose, to deliver
breakthroughs that change patients’ lives,” Bourla continued.

The company now expects full-year adjusted earnings of $3.10 to $3.20 per share, up from its
prior forecast of $3 to $3.10 per share.

Excluding items, Pfizer earned 42 cents per share, but missed market expectation of 48 cents per
share, according to IBES data from Refinitiv.
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Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:01 PM
From: The Doctor
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 2:12:09 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 - support
Importance: Normal

Members of the committee,

I am writing to you today in support of HB221, which allows for opt in for the vaccine registry,
rather than making it mandatory or opt out.

Reporting on private medical information should always be voluntary, especially when that
medical information can then become public.

Further...

• Consent must be actively given, not simply presumed.

• The Registry is just a database, not actual vaccines therefore,

• This is not a debate about whether to get a vaccine or not. The issue is who keeps your records…you

and your doctor/pharmacist/school nurse or The State?

• Public listing amounts to public shaming - especially of underprivileged groups or those who have a

medical exception to the vaccines as they exist right now. - shaming can lead to greater chance

polarization, bullying and violence.

Please vote in support of this bill to protect the privacy and lives of NH citizens.

Thank you
J Grenier
Nashua

mailto:jgren124@icloud.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Cynthia Thompson
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 9:50:17 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal

DearR epresentative,
P leasesupportbillHB 221.
CynthiaT hom pson
Holderness

mailto:lthompson@myfairpoint.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:01 PM
From: Fabienne Aliberti
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 1:57:33 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program
Importance: Normal

T hisem ailistosupportthisbillHB221 :
Each patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be given the
opportunity to opt-in to the immunization registry. No patient’s immunization or vaccination
information shall be entered into the registry without the explicit, written, opt-in consent of the
patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian.

FabienneAliberti

mailto:fabienneyoga@hotmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Angela Clifford
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 11:03:22 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Medical Privacy
Importance: Normal

Dear Sirs,
A division exists in our society, one of many. The vaccinated versus the unvaccinated- each group
believing they are the healthier group. I think an argument can be made and proven as to which is
correct but that is not my point on this day...

Our medical history and medical choices should be our right to keep private just like any other
choices we make per our paradigm.

I do not want my health or my children’s health and vaccine history made public to anyone I have
not personally met. It’s not such a jump as to imagine how this could be used against me as a
parent or my children and the opportunities made to them in this life.

It’s my body and my medical freedom as to what I want to have put in it. For those that assume
the health of our nation is provided by the vaccine gods, one can imagine how far “they” would go
to make sure we hit the “herd immunity” status and rid disease forever. I believe this vaccine
registry can fall into the wrong hands of someone who may have good intentions but too much
power. Please let us opt out of such a registry to protect our privacy, livelihood and our very lives.
Please keep NH free!

Angela Clifford
Gilford, NH

mailto:angelatdube@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Angela Clifford
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 11:07:38 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Re: HB221 Medical Privacy
Importance: Normal

Edit: I do not want my information entered into a registry. I do not want it entered and then have
to go find a way to have it retracted. I’m sure it will have a slight lag and be visible before it is
then deleted. My private information would already be made public.
Thank you.

On Sun, Feb 7, 2021 at 11:03 PM Angela Clifford <angelatdube@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Sirs,
A division exists in our society, one of many. The vaccinated versus the unvaccinated- each
group believing they are the healthier group. I think an argument can be made and proven as to
which is correct but that is not my point on this day...

Our medical history and medical choices should be our right to keep private just like any other
choices we make per our paradigm.

I do not want my health or my children’s health and vaccine history made public to anyone I
have not personally met. It’s not such a jump as to imagine how this could be used against me as
a parent or my children and the opportunities made to them in this life.

It’s my body and my medical freedom as to what I want to have put in it. For those that assume
the health of our nation is provided by the vaccine gods, one can imagine how far “they” would
go to make sure we hit the “herd immunity” status and rid disease forever. I believe this vaccine
registry can fall into the wrong hands of someone who may have good intentions but too much
power. Please let us opt out of such a registry to protect our privacy, livelihood and our very
lives.
Please keep NH free!

Angela Clifford
Gilford, NH

mailto:angelatdube@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Jorge & Lisa Capellan
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 10:42:41 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221- support!
Importance: Normal


Hello,

Please support HB221. No person should ever be automatically opted into a program, especially one
pertaining to health information/personal health records without their written informed consent.

Please vote OUGHT TONPASS on HB221.

Thank you,
Lisa Capellan
Bedford, NH

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jay.lisacapellan@yahoo.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:01 PM
From: Nicoleelizabeth0117
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 9:22:57 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221
Importance: Normal

Dear Elected Officials,

I am emailing you in support of HB221.

I believe that each patient or guardian of a patient, if that patient is a minor, should have the right
to opt-in or opt- out of an immunization registry.

It is the right of the patient to exercise their medical freedom and medical privacy to not
participate in a vaccination registration.

If information is to be added to a vaccination or immunization registry, it shall only be done so
with the explicit, written consent of opt-in from that patient or patient's guardian.

The state of New Hampshire has always valued the privacy of the people. I hope it will continue
to do so.

Thank you for your time and attention.
-Nicole

Sent from ProtonMail mobile

mailto:Nicoleelizabeth0117@protonmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Jennifer Methot, LMT
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 10:15:31 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221
Importance: Normal

To Whom It May Concern,

I believe that the state vaccine registry should be an opt-in program. This is private information
between a patient and his or her health practitioners and we should be entitled to this privacy.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Jennifer Methot
Milford, NH
(603) 321-8639

mailto:jennifer.s.methot@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:03 PM
From: Brett Tourigny
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 12:16:12 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Hb221
Importance: Normal

Please support hb221

Emailing from Hawaii, the state My fiance and I currently reside in.

After living here for 11 years we have met people from all walks of life, different cultures, different traditions,
who were raised in different countries.

A common theme from all the people whom I have met was that America is great for it's financial benefit, it's
freedoms, and acceptance of all people.

Personally I was born and raised in Massachusetts. Out of all the places in the world I could live, my fiance and
I had a house built in the lakes region of New Hampshire. We are so excited to live in such a beautiful area,
with beautiful people.

We chose New Hampshire because we appreciate the benefits of small town living. Where you can still go to
your neighbor for a favor or help someone broke down on the side of the road without thinking twice about it.

We mustn't forget how valuable it is to live in such an area.

We must stop hurting our friends, our neighbors, we must continue to help eachother.

Everyday I wake up I see more "help" from the government. To be blunt, we need less government involvement
in our lives. Thats what makes New Hampshire such a beutiful place as it stands. Let us keep New Hampshire
New Hampshire and move foward with a keen mind.

Thank you

Brett Tourigny

mailto:tourigny936@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:01 PM
From: Millie LaFontaine
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 10:32:40 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221
Importance: Normal


Dear HHSEA committee members:

I am a member of the public who is very concerned that HB221, relative to creating an opt-in Vaccine
Registry, flies in the face of every public health consideration for Covid-19.

As a retired physician, I am always sensitive to matters of medical privacy, but in this case, concerns
about privacy are far overblown. Measures are in place to protect individual privacy.

Furthermore, the health and safety of every NH citizen is jeopardized if our vaccine registry is opt-in rather
than opt-out. It has been well demonstrated that opt-out registries are far more robust, providing crucial
data for public health measures during a public health crisis, allowing at the same time privacy for those
few individuals who believe it is necessary for whatever reason.

Forty-six of the 50 states in our country understand this. This is not the issue for NH to decide to be
different on!

I strongly oppose this bill.

Mildred H. LaFontaine
Concord NH

Sent from my iPad

mailto:lafontainefamily@comcast.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Claudia Damon
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 9:44:07 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221: NH voter opposes for the record of the committee
Importance: Normal

Dear Members of the Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee,

Please oppose HB 221. Public health officials and medical care providers OVERWHELMINGLY
oppose this bill. We have seen how important it is to have an effective vaccine registry in
these times of COVID.

Please don't vote for an opt-in registry. Let people opt out instead if they want/need to.

Claudia Damon
Concord, NH

mailto:cordsdamon@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Randy
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 10:51:57 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making NH Vaccine Registry "opt-in"
Importance: Normal

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE N.H. HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES
AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS FEBRUARY 8, 2021
IN OPPOSITION TO HB221 MAKING NH VACCINE REGISTRY AN OPT-IN
RANDY HAYES, MD (RETIRED), CANTERBURY, NH rcompostr@gmail.com

New Hampshire recently began a long overdue Immunization Registry, otherwise known as an
Immunization Information System. Every other state already has such a program in place. The
Registry, a joint Federal and State Program, proposes to provide an additional resource by which
patients may check on their immunization history, and healthcare providers may reference which
vaccines a new patient has received. The Registry can also help public health officials know the
immunization status of entire communities and formulate public health policy and interventions
accordingly. Lastly, a state registry can provide data to assist large health plans to evaluate
whether they are meeting evidence based, quality indicators in the use of vaccinations.

Vaccine Registries take extraordinary care to keep all data confidential. Only the patient, parent
of a minor, legal guardian or health care provider is allowed to access the personal data which
includes name, date of birth, birth state and county, mother’s name, and types and dates of
vaccines given. These programs carry such public health benefit and confidentiality safeguards
that states assume an implied consent to enroll members of the public. So, Registries are designed
to enroll all appropriate persons and be an opt-out program; those who object may withdraw from
the Registry with the help of their healthcare provider.

In this time of a Corona Virus pandemic, our country is all too aware of the importance of our
having a robust, informed and transparent public health infrastructure to help us deal with any
public health emergency. I, along with the New Hampshire Medical Society, believe that making
our Vaccine Registry an opt-in program as proposed in HB 221 would cause significant harm to
our states public health. Please vote to reject HB221.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:rcompostr@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:33 PM
From: Annie Rettew
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 1:16:41 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: I oppose HB 221--opting in is not the answer
Importance: Normal

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:

A universal NH Vaccine Registry will protect confidential patient information and allow people
who prefer to be removed from the Registry for privacy reasons to opt-out.

Thank you very much,

Annie

Annie Rettew, RN
603-651-7000

mailto:abrettew@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: Kathe Molloy
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 6:09:05 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: NH HB 221
Importance: Normal

Dear Committee;
I am in full support of NH HB 221 which supports a voluntary vaccine registry for NH citizens.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Kathe Molloy
Claremont, NH

mailto:kathemolloy@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: R&L T
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 10:08:32 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Please support HB 221 vaccine registry is an opt-in program
Importance: Normal

Dear Representative,

As a New Hampshire citizen who values person privacy, I ask for this bill to be passed as a means
of clarification for RSA 141-C:20-f.

A volunteer vaccination registry requires actual consent of the patient (or their responsible adult).

Please show your support for House Bill 221.

Thank you,

Ryan Trexler
Stoddard, NH

mailto:trexlers@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:33 PM
From: Julie Ledoux
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 11:42:20 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Please SUPPORT HB 221
Importance: Normal

Please ensure the privacy of NH citizens and make the vaccination registry and OPT-IN registry.

Mr. and Mrs. Le Doux
Hollis, NH
julie’s bizz-buzz
jbizzbuzz@gmail.com

mailto:jbizzbuzz@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:33 PM
From: Kenny S
Sent: Sunday, February 28, 2021 3:42:57 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Please SUPPORT HB 221
Importance: Normal

Legislators

As a citizen and taxpayer of NH, I ask that you please SUPPORT HB 221 As signatories
to the Nuremberg Code, we have promoted the paramount importance of
informed consent. This registry is voluntary. This is an end around of the legislative
process. Please protect citizens right to privacy.

Please protect NH citizens and SUPPORT. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Kenny Scipione
17 Highland Ave
Sandown NH 03873

mailto:cfdff.ken@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:33 PM
From: Kat Peters
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 2:21:34 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: SUPPORT Bill 221 Make NH vaccine registry an opt-in program
Importance: Normal

Dear Honorable Representatives:

I support HB221 Making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program. Each patient, or the
patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be given the opportunity to opt-in
to the immunization registry. No patient’s immunization or vaccination information shall be
entered into the registry without the explicit, written, opt-in consent of the patient, or the
patient’s parent or guardian.

• RSA 141-C:20-f provides for a voluntary vaccination registry, this bill doesn’t change the
law, it simply clarifies it.

• This bill will ensure the intent of the law is properly carried out.
• New Hampshire values personal privacy.
•

Thank you for your service and consideration on the bill

Kathy Peterson
5 Cortez Drive
Nashua, NH 03062
(603) 889-2768 house

mailto:kathyofnh@aol.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Kelley Potenza
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 10:42:44 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: SUPPORT 221
Importance: Normal

YOU NEED TO SUPPORT THE HB221 BILL!

READ 2B - CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
[Art.] 2-b. [Right of Privacy.] An individual's right to live free from
governmental intrusion in private or personal information is natural, essential,
and inherent.

CITIZENS RIGHT TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS

This bill simply clarifies and explicitly states that the vaccination registry
shall be an opt-in program.

*RSA 141-C:20-f provides for a voluntary vaccination registry. This bill doesn't
change the law, it simply clarifies it.
*This bill will ensure that the intent of this law is properly protected.
*New Hampshire values personal privacy.

mailto:kelley.potenza@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:03 PM
From: Amanda Neil
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:32:31 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Support for HB221
Importance: Normal


To Whom it may Concern,

I am a NH resident writing in support of HB221. I believe that the state should not have access to private
healthcare information. It is a violation of privacy. Therefore, should be an opt-in.

Sincerely,

Amanda Neil

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:amanda@smgltd.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: gmichaud@goodstufffarm.com
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 11:23:26 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Support H221
Importance: Normal

Please support HB221 to ensure that we have the option to opt out of the
vaccine registry. New Hampshire has always been known for freedom and privacy,
supporting HB221 will continue on with the tradition that we all cherish.

I thank you for your time,
Genevieve Michaud
Center Barnstead

mailto:gmichaud@goodstufffarm.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: phyllis@stevebrownsellshomes.com
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 12:19:37 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Support HB 221
Importance: Normal

Please supports HB 221.
This bill protects citizens' privacy when it comes to whether or not we have been
vaccinated. My personal health care is not the government’s business.
This statute could also address the governor's Emergency Order 76, which unlawfully
waived the provisions of law allowing citizens to opt-out.

Thank you.

Phyllis Brown
2 Independence Ave
Derry, NH 03038

mailto:phyllis@stevebrownsellshomes.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: R&L T
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 9:59:16 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal

re HB 221 Making the registry an opt-in program

Dear Representative,

Please vote in support of this bill to preserve New Hampshire’s tenet of personal privacy. 

As legislated in RSA 141-C:20-f, the vaccination registry is voluntary and by definition
requires explicit consent of the patient or parent/guardian.

Support HB 221 to clarify the law.

Sincerely,

Larisa Trexler, RN
Stoddard, NH

mailto:trexlers@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: William Mackenzie
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 9:07:28 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: SUPPORT HB221 A PRIVACY RIGHT RELATING TO "EXPERIMENTAL
VACCINES".
Importance: Normal

IF WE ARE STILL THE LIVE FREE OR DIE STATE WE CERTAINLY SHOULD HAVE THE
RIGHT TO EXERCISE ALTERNATIVE PROVEN CHOICES IN HEALTH CARE WITHOUT
KNEELING DOWN TO BIG BROTHERISM OR BEING TRACKED BY FACELESS
BUREAUCRATS.

PLEASE SUPPORT AND VOTE YES ON HB221.

THANK YOU,
William C. Mackenzie
73 Tipping Rock Road
Goffstown, NH 03045

mailto:wiliam.mackenzie@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Clint & Jen Mercer
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 8:21:11 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Support HB221
Importance: Normal


Good morning, Committee Members!

In an age of internet hacking, personal privacy is more and more important. Every one should be given
the opportunity to opt-IN to the immunization registry versus having to opt-OUT. Freedom to decide who
gets our medical information is very important to New Hampshire resident and just one of the many
reasons why we love our state motto... Live Free or Die!

Thank you,
Jen Mercer
Loudon

mailto:cjmercer@myfairpoint.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: Melissa
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 9:25:40 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: SUPPORT HB221
Importance: Normal

Dear Committee Members, 

I write in SUPPORT of House Bill 221 and I thank you (again) for Representing the People of this
great State of New Hampshire.

Trusting that you are a group of people with common sense, I don't think I need to explain why any
sort of government registry should need to be OPT IN, rather than "opt out."  Having a registry in
the first place is not something a thinking person would want to participate in. You must allow people
to have the choice to participate or not.

Thank you again for representing the PEOPLE of this great State.  

Warmly,

Melissa White
Peterborough

mailto:mamapeaceful@protonmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Rebecca Pine
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 10:28:07 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Support of Bill HB221
Importance: Normal

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing in support of bill HB221.

I strongly believe we should all be able to decide whether or not we wish to be included in the NH
State vaccine registry. Our private data deserves to be protected if we wish it to be.

Thank you,
Rebecca Kishinevsky
Wilton, NH

mailto:rp.kishinevsky@yahoo.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: P Myers
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 9:09:47 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Thank you! HB 2219
Importance: Normal

To the Honorable Members of the HHSEA Committee,

Thank you, first of all,for the work that you're doing.

I am in support of HB 221. Opt-in should be the requirement in decisions such as these.

Someone who does not want the vaccine should not have to jump through governmental hoops in
order to exercise their constitutional right to control what goes into their bodies.

To require someone to go through the process of opting-out, seems like a subversive way to get an
unsuspecting public to do something they might not want to do. People may not be aware of the
necessity to opt-out and so neglect to do it thereby, opting-in by default.

If someone wants the vaccine, then they have to go through the process of getting it, anyway.
People who opt-out should not have to be subjected to any process.

Opt-out should, ethically and sensibly be the default for this issue.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,
Patrice Myers

mailto:2009awsn@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:33 PM
From: Holly Stevens
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 8:57:05 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: written testimony on HB 572
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
2021.02.16 HB 572 expansion of pharmacy permitted vaccines.pdf ;

Attached please find New Futures’ written testimony on HB 572.

Holly

Holly A. Stevens, Esq.
Health Policy Coordinator
New Futures
100 North Main Street, Suite 400 | Concord, NH
Office: 603-225-9540 Ext. 127
Cell: 207-299-0859 (I am currently working remotely)
NewFuturesNH | @NewFuturesNH

mailto:hstevens@new-futures.org
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us



 


New Futures  •   100 North Main Street, Suite 400 Concord, NH 03301  •  (603) 225-9540  •  www.new-futures.org 


 


February 16, 2021 
 
The Honorable Mark Pearson, Chair 
House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee 
Legislative Office Building Room 205 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Re: New Futures’ testimony on HB 572 


Dear Chairman Pearson and Members of the Committee: 


New Futures appreciates the opportunity to testify on HB 572, relative to pharmacist administration 
of vaccines and allowing a licensed advanced pharmacy technician to administer vaccines. New 
Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that advocates, educates and collaborates to 
improve the health and wellness of all New Hampshire residents. In this role, we work extensively 
with policy makers, health care providers and families to increase access to quality, affordable health 
care, including access to important vaccines, throughout the Granite State.  


HB 572 not only expands on pharmacy staff allowed to administer vaccines, but it expands on the 
types of vaccines they are able to provide to the public. This bill would expand that capacity to all 
CDC approved vaccines for adults and the COVID-19 vaccine for children and adults when it is 
readily available. While New Futures certainly supports increased access to vaccines for all Granite 
Staters, to do so while not knowing how affordable that access would be is problematic.  


While understanding that this testimony is on HB 572, it would be remiss not to mention the 
intersection of this bill with HB 604 and HB 221. The intent of HB 604 is to increase access to 
vaccines while reducing costs to the overall health care system. The pharmacies have resisted being 
involved in the proposed expansion of the state’s vaccine program to include adults. However, they 
are asking you to expand the scope of their vaccine practice. Additionally, having pediatric COVID-
19 vaccines administered through the pharmacies could undermine the successful and well-
functioning children’s vaccine program that has existed for nearly two decades. Additionally, this bill 
removes the requirement for the pharmacies to notify a patient’s primary care physician about 
vaccines given, relying solely on the pharmacist entering the information into the state’s vaccine 
registry. HB 572 would need HB 221 to be found inexpedient to legislate for it to function in a way 
that the patient receives continuity in his or her health care.  


Until the overall impact of this legislation is known given its intersection with other house bills 
currently being considered, New Futures takes no position on this bill at this time. Instead, New 
Futures simply urges the Committee to fully assess the ramifications of HB 572, especially in 
conjunction with HB 604 and HB 221 before proceeding forward with this bill. This assessment 
should include any potential impact on the overall cost to the health care system.  


Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  


 
 
 



http://www.new-futures.org/
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New Futures  •   100 North Main Street, Suite 400 Concord, NH 03301  •  (603) 225-9540  •  www.new-futures.org 


Respectfully submitted, 
 


  
Holly A. Stevens, Esq. 
Health Policy Coordinator 
 



http://www.new-futures.org/





Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: JOHN B. GRAHAM
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 9:28:33 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Importance: Normal

Please support HB 221,every citizen should be able to opt out of medical tyrrany.

mailto:johnnybgoon@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: Paula Minnehan
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 2:41:43 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: 2/8/2021 House HHS Hearing - HB 221 NHHA Testimony -
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
HB 221 Testimony 020821 FINAL.pdf ;

GoodAfternoon,

AttachedinN H HospitalAssociation’stestim ony forHB 221 – M akingtheS tateVaccineR egistry anO pt-
InP rogram ,w hichw illbeheardtom orrow m orning,February 8,2021.

T hankyou,
P aula
-------------------------------
Paula M. Minnehan
Senior Vice President, State Government Relations
New Hampshire Hospital Association
125 Airport Road
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 415-4254 (direct dial)
(603) 496-1047 (cell)
pminnehan@nhha.org
www.nhha.org

find us on facebook and twitter

mailto:PMinnehan@nhha.org
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us






 


 


 


 
 


 


 


HOUSE HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE  
 


February 8, 2021 
 


HB 221 – Making the State Vaccine Registry an Opt-in Program.  
 


Testimony  
 


Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee.  My name is Paula Minnehan, 
Senior VP, State Government Relations with the New Hampshire Hospital Association (NHHA), 
representing all 26 of the state’s community hospitals as well as all specialty hospitals. 
 
The NHHA is opposed to HB 221.  This bill changes the current process for submitting 
information to the state vaccine registry from an opt-out to an opt-in. We have concerns that 
an opt-in process will be cumbersome for both the individual and the healthcare provider, 
create barriers to producing a comprehensive immunization record for individuals and impede 
sound clinical decision making if healthcare providers cannot rely on complete information for 
their patients.   
 
The purposes of a vaccine registry (also called immunization information system – IIS) are multi-
fold: 


• Provides one location where vaccines administered at multiple locations over time (such 
as: previous and current healthcare providers, hospitals, pharmacies, or school clinics) 
are securely accessed to ensure a proper vaccination history for individuals. 


• Allows for vaccine ordering, tracking and administration history. 
• Minimizes waste of vaccines through proper inventory management. 
• Alerts individuals and healthcare providers to adhere to a schedule with vaccines that 


are due to promote timely vaccinations. 
• Analyzes population level vaccine coverage to determine communities at risk of illness. 
• Expedites a public health response in the event of a disease outbreak.. 


 
If a vaccine registry were set up solely as an opt-in system, healthcare providers would be 
required to ask a person each and every time a vaccination was administered if their data could 
be added to the registry.  And a person could receive vaccinations at many locations (physician 
office, pharmacy, school-based clinic, community vaccination site, hospital, long term care 
facility, urgent care, home care visit, etc.). The time and paperwork needed to document an 
opt-in at every point of vaccination would be overwhelming for the individual.  And a check of a 
person’s active opt-in answer would need to be put into place by all healthcare providers 
before any data could be shared with a state vaccine registry.  
 







 
 
The current vaccine registry law in New Hampshire is set up as an opt-out. This structure 
requires the healthcare provider to ask a person their preference once, document it in the 
person’s medical record and set up their data submission system to exclude that person if they 
choose to opt-out.  Otherwise, vaccine data is transmitted regularly, and a systematic and 
efficient flow of data can be maintained. According to a study by the CDC in 2017, 42 of 50 
states plus Washington DC have their immunization registries set up as opt-out. Clearly it is the 
position of most states that vaccine registries should be established as opt-out. 
 
While it is true that if someone opts out of a vaccine registry, that person’s information will be 
non-existent in the registry. It would be incumbent on that individual to maintain their own 
records and share the necessary data with their healthcare provider.   
 
The key with any decision about a registry is its ultimate utility. Any database, regardless if it is 
for vaccines, medical records, vital records and the like, must be viewed as an important tool in 
the toolbox for healthcare providers and individuals alike. Why choose an opt-in registry that 
would create an inefficient, incomplete system that could not be relied upon as a useful tool?   
Clinical decisions could be hampered, important vaccines missed, vaccines could be 
administered more than once because of the uncertainty of whether they were done due to 
lack of documentation.  
 
As background, I am providing some resources on vaccine registries that I hope you find 
instructive: 
 


• How Immunization Information Systems Support a Patient’s Journey:   


https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/how_iis_support_a_pa


tient_s_journey_infographic.pdf 


  


• Immunization Information Systems 101: 


  https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/iis_101.pdf 


  


• The Value of Immunization Information Systems:   


https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/value_of_iis_infograp


hic.pdf 


  


• IIS participation by states: 


https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/Williams_IIS%20Fundamentals%20remediated.p


df 


  


NHHA wants New Hampshire to develop a stable, reliable, and comprehensive vaccine registry 
that can be used by and for healthcare providers and individuals.  Our hospitals and healthcare 
providers have been advocating for years to have a functioning vaccine registry in our state as a 
reliable tool in their toolbox. We ask that no changes be made to the registry structure before it 
even truly gets off the ground.   
 
For these reasons, NHHA does not support HB 221 and we ask that you find this bill inexpedient 
to legislate. Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments. I am happy to answer any 
questions the committee may have.  



https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/how_iis_support_a_patient_s_journey_infographic.pdf

https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/how_iis_support_a_patient_s_journey_infographic.pdf

https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/iis_101.pdf

https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/value_of_iis_infographic.pdf

https://repository.immregistries.org/files/resources/5caf7b197bf77/value_of_iis_infographic.pdf

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/Williams_IIS%20Fundamentals%20remediated.pdf

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/Williams_IIS%20Fundamentals%20remediated.pdf





Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Kristine Stoddard
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 11:21:25 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: Bi-State PCA Testimony in opposition of HB 221
Importance: Normal

Mr. Chairman, and Members of the Committee:

For the record my name is Kristine Stoddard and I am the Director of NH Public Policy for Bi-
State Primary Care Association. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on HB 221.
Bi-State respectfully requests you recommend HB 221 inexpedient to legislate.

Bi-State Primary Care Association is a non-profit organization that works to expand access to
primary and preventive care for all New Hampshire residents. Bi-State’s members include New
Hampshire’s 14 community health centers (including federally qualified health centers, family
planning providers, and rural health clinics), a health care consortium, and a community health
access network. Community health centers are small non-profit organizations located in medically
underserved areas throughout New Hampshire. They provide integrated primary care, oral health,
substance use disorder treatment, and behavioral health services to nearly 120,000 patients at 56
locations. The majority of health center patients live at or below 200% of the federal poverty level
or $25,520 for an individual. Community health centers serve all patients, regardless of their
ability to pay or insurance status, and offer a sliding fee discount based on income to uninsured
and underinsured patients. Each health center offers a different array of services designed to meet
the needs of their communities and each health center accepts Medicare, Medicaid, and
commercial insurance. In 2019, approximately 30% of health center patients were insured by
Medicaid, 20% were insured by Medicare, 35% were insured by commercial insurance, and 15%
were uninsured.

Health centers are designed to care for people and areas of the country who are affected by a lack
of access to health care services. Their patients often experience barriers to accessing health care
services, including housing, transportation, and language barriers. Three of NH’s health centers
are known as homeless health centers, meaning a large percentage of their patients experience
homelessness. It is crucial that health centers be able to access accurate and timely vaccination
information in order to treat their patients properly and address the spread of communicable
disease. Our health centers express this need often, particularly as we rollout the COVID-19
vaccines.

We respectfully request that any issues with the registry be addressed in the rulemaking process
rather than statute, as it sounds like many of the concerns raised can be addressed through
administrative rules. We ask that you recommend this bill inexpedient to legislate.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Kristine E. Stoddard, Esq.

NH Director of Public Policy

Bi-State Primary Care Association

mailto:kstoddard@bistatepca.org
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us



525 Clinton Street, Bow, NH 03304

Office: 603-228-2830. ext. 113

Cell: 480-794-0523

kstoddard@bistatepca.org

The information in this email may be confidential and/or privileged and is intended for review by only the individual or organization named
above. If you are not the intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination or copying of this email and its attachments, if any, or of the information contained therein, is prohibited. If you have received this
email in error, please immediately notify the sender by return email and delete this email and attachments, if any, from your system. Thank you.



Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Sarah C.
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 1:13:29 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221 - OTP
Importance: Normal

Representatives,

Simply put, I do not want my name added to a registry of any kind without my explicit consent. In
this case, that means the ‘immunization registry.’ It feels like a violation of my privacy. I
understand that I can opt-out but it’s a huge inconvenience to chase down all of my medical
providers to do so. I haven’t seen some of them for several years, and now I have to call them just
for this? It’s making more work for all of us, and for no good reason. We, as patients, should be
given the choice to opt-in, and not the other way around. I can’t think of another time where I’ve
had to do something like this, can you? I hope you will correct what has been done and
recommend HB 221 as “ought to pass.”

Warm Regards,

Sarah Courchaine
Sanbornton, NH

mailto:simplybalanced@yahoo.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Caroline Simmonds
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 1:16:12 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal


Dear Representative,

This bill will make sure the intent of the law it clarifies is carried out.

Please vote in support of this bill.

Thank you
Caroline Simmonds

Have A Blessed Day

mailto:csico43@hotmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Kate M Messinger
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 9:47:42 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221
Importance: Normal


I oppose the proposal for an opt in registration. The safety of all depends on being registered.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:kmmessinger@comcast.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Doris and Mark Hampton
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 7:27:25 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221
Importance: Normal

Dear Members of the House Health, Human Service and Elderly Affairs Committee,

It is just about one year now that we have all endured this pandemic.

I trust the knowledge and opinions of our medical professionals who oppose HB221.

Please defeat it.

Sincerely,
Doris Hampton
Canterbury, NH

mailto:dandmhamp38@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Angela Mason
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 9:34:02 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221
Importance: Normal

I would like to support this bill to require the vaccine registry to be opt-in instead of opt-out. Any of an
individual’s medical history should be shared on a voluntary basis and should not be uploaded to an
electronic list.

Thank you for hearing my concerns.

Regards,
Angela Mason-Bogue

S entfrom M ailforW indow s10

mailto:acmbogue@yahoo.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Deanne Sanville
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 11:17:12 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221
Importance: Normal


Greetings to the committee considering HB 221,

I would like to go on record as being in support of this bill, which would protect a right that should not even
need to be mentioned - the control over what one does, or allows to be done, to his/her own body and the
bodies of his/her children. I am appalled that this even needs to be specified, but I plead with you to take
this important step to ensure, and let it be known that New Hampshire protects, the liberty of the people of
our state to decide for themselves what medical procedures they will choose to accept or refuse.

Breathe Free or Die,
Deanne Sanville
Acworth, New Hampshire

mailto:thelilacdragonfly@icloud.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:35 PM
From: JJ Smith
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 3:40:21 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221
Importance: Normal

Honorable members of the House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs committee,

I am writing to you on behalf of the New Hampshire Public Health Association, a
statewide membership organization representing over 200 health care and public health
professionals. For over 25 years, we have advocated for policies that improve the health of New
Hampshire residents. Thank you for the opportunity to tell you why we oppose passage of House
Bill 221 to make the state vaccine registry an opt-in program.

Vaccines are a critical pillar of public health. Unlike many medical interventions,
vaccines function through both individual and community-level protection. The latter cannot
be assessed without the comprehensive information about geographical vaccine coverage provided
by a registry. Without data about how many people are vaccinated and their approximate
locations, public health professionals will not be able to identify areas of need. We
predict that vaccination rates will decrease in the absence of a registry as we lose the ability
to allocate public health resources according to need. This will increase the risks associated
with infectious disease outbreaks for the New Hampshire population as a whole. The state’s
ability to appropriately target public health resources will be hindered by an opt-in— and,
thus, incomplete— vaccine registry. A complete vaccine registry is an essential public health tool
and is a necessary precursor to optimally-functioning health systems in our statewide community.

In conclusion, the New Hampshire Public Health Association asks that you vote Inexpedient to
Legislate on House Bill 221. Thank you for your time and attention. If you have questions about
any of the above, please reach out to us by email at policy@NHPHA.org.

Fiona McEnany, MPH
J. J. Smith, MD, MPH, advocacy lead for NHPHA

mailto:policy@nhpha.org
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:33 PM
From: Robert Anderson
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 7:57:29 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB 221
Importance: Normal

Dear Legislators,

As A NH citizen and independent voter, I want to voice my strong opposition to HB 221. We need
a comprehensive registry of Covid vaccinations as another common sense public health initiative
that is confidential for all participants. With variants still uncertain we need a way to track and
trace all those who have gotten a vaccination and children too. Our health safety and security is
primary.

Respectfully,

Robert Anderson

mailto:rgand43@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:23:34 PM
From: Susan Covert
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 7:18:00 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 - Opppose
Importance: Normal


Dear HHSEA Committee:

I urge to vote Ought Not to Pass on HB 221. This bill is overwhelmingly opposed by the New Hampshire
medical community.

Sincerely,

Susan Covert
31 Cottage Street
Contoocook, NH
03229

mailto:scovert@comcast.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Heather Frink
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 3:48:17 AM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal

Dear Representative,

I am writing to urge you to support HB221. My reasons are:

• RSA 141-C:20-f provides for a voluntary vaccination registry, this bill doesn't
change the law, it simply clarifies it.

• This bill will ensure the intent of the law is properly carried out.
• New Hampshire values personal privacy.

Pleas support HB221.

Thank you for your time.
Heather Frink

mailto:hrfrink@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Jenna Pedone
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 8:58:38 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal


Dear Representative,

I am a pharmacist in NH and asking you to support HB221 because NH is a state that respects personal
privacy. The vaccine registry should be opt-in only.

Thanks for supporting this bill.

Warmly,

Jenna Pedone
2200 Elm St
Manchester NH
603-361-2634
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jennapedone@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Stacy Carlson
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 8:19:56 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal

Dear Representative,

Please support this bill. We live in a country whose freedoms are slowly slipping away and NH
needs to be a forerunner in restoring & protecting liberty, especially with regards to our privacy &
bodies.

Thank you!

mailto:stacycarlson68@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Sherry Jennings
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 7:54:20 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal

Dear Representative,

Private information about one’s health should not be required to be shared.

NOTES : 141-C:1-a. Medical Freedom. Every person has the inalienable right to bodily integrity, free

from any threat or compulsion that the person accepts any medical intervention, including

immunization. No person may be discriminated against for refusal to accept an unwanted medical

intervention, including immunization.

• Where there is risk, there must be choice.

• Medical ethics are based on informed consent.

mailto:sjennings@tds.net
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26:02 PM
From: Christina Emery
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 3:49:30 PM
To: ~House Health Human Services and Elderly Affairs
Subject: HB221 Making the registry an opt-in SUPPORT
Importance: Normal

Dear Representative,

Please support this HB221

Each patient, or the patient's parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be given the

opportunity to opt-in to the immunization registry. No patient’s immunization or vaccination

information shall be entered into the registry without the explicit, written, opt-in consent of the patient,

or the patient’s parent or guardian.

• RSA 141-C:20-f provides for a voluntary vaccination registry, this bill doesn't
change the law, it simply clarifies it.

• This bill will ensure the intent of the law is properly carried out.
• New Hampshire values personal privacy.

Thank you,
Christina Emery
306 Whitehall Rd. Hooksett NH 03106

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:greeksicans.luckyclover@gmail.com
mailto:HHSEA@leg.state.nh.us


RE: RTK request to NH DHHS

Received:  Wednesday, February 3, 2021 6:12 PM

From: Maynard, Elizabeth Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov

To: Tejasinha Sivalingam LionOfPower@protonmail.com

Dear Mr. Sivalingam,

I am wri�ng in response to your Right to Know request below.

 

DHHS (including DPHS) does not have any governmental records that are responsive to your request.

 

Best,

Elizabeth

 

Elizabeth Maynard, Esq. 

New Hampshire DHHS

Office of General Counsel

603-271-9223 

elizabeth.maynard@dhhs.nh.gov

 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE/CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message and any attachments to this message may contain confidential or privileged legal information,

which is intended for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s).  Unauthorized use or further dissemination may be prohibited or restricted by law.  If you receive this message in error

or believe that you are not authorized to have access to the information contained herein, please secure the information and notify the sender immediately.  Thank you for your

cooperation in this matter.

 

From: Tejasinha Sivalingam <LionOfPower@protonmail.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 1:39 PM 

To: Maynard, Elizabeth <Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov> 

Subject: RE: RTK request to NH DHHS

 

Dear Attorney Maynard,

As a follow-up, may I please have all governmental records and information, with dates received were available, in
the possession or control of NH DHHS, including but not limited to the Division of Public Health Services,
demonstrating or evidencing the existence of the novel human corona virus named "Sars-Cov-2" and otherwise
known under its provisional name "2019 novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)", including but not limited to any scientific
journals articles, scientific studies, or official correspondence from any Corporation or other commercial entity or
any State, Federal, or International agencies or bodies?

 

mailto:elizabeth.maynard@dhhs.nh.gov


Thank you.

Respectfully,

Mr. Tejasinha Sivalingam

Ashland, NH

 

Copy Rights Applied.

This email, all contents, all links, all attachments, and all information expressed or implied are private,
personal, privileged, and/ or confidential.  All Rights Reserved 1979-Present.

If you received this email in error, please permanently delete this email along with all attachments and
notify the sender immediately.

Lokah Samastah, Sukhino Bhavantu!

 

 

Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.

 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original Message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

On Friday, January 15, 2021 11:42 AM, Maynard, Elizabeth <Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov> wrote:

 

Dear Mr. Sivalingam,

Other than the document that we forwarded (from Public Health), we do not have any further responses to your Right to Know Request. 

Best,

Elizabeth

 

Elizabeth Maynard, Esq. 

New Hampshire DHHS

Office of General Counsel

603-271-9223 

elizabeth.maynard@dhhs.nh.gov

 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE/CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message and any attachments to this message may contain confidential or privileged legal

information, which is intended for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s).  Unauthorized use or further dissemination may be prohibited or restricted by law.  If you

receive this message in error or believe that you are not authorized to have access to the information contained herein, please secure the information and notify the sender

immediately.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

 

From: Tejasinha Sivalingam <LionOfPower@protonmail.com>  

Sent: Friday, January 15, 2021 10:44 AM 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.himalayanacademy.com/view/loka-samasta-sukino-bhavantu__;!!Oai6dtTQULp8Sw!Eo4wmLM4RtYbUYp_v57emSpggs5JaEYomEvuUxTAcHj9kYhd-mbLK---iATnN52az5NTVU6naOTZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/protonmail.com__;!!Oai6dtTQULp8Sw!Eo4wmLM4RtYbUYp_v57emSpggs5JaEYomEvuUxTAcHj9kYhd-mbLK---iATnN52az5NTVQSMzQWu$
mailto:Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov
mailto:elizabeth.maynard@dhhs.nh.gov
mailto:LionOfPower@protonmail.com


To: Maynard, Elizabeth <Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov> 

Subject: Re: RTK request to NH DHHS

 

Attorney Maynard,

Thank you for your response.  If I ask for the same governmental records and information, but directed more
specifically to the Division of Public Health Services (as below), are there any additional responsive materials?

 

1. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services which demonstrate or evidence that the Sars-CoV-2 virus has been isolated.

2. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services which demonstrate or evidence that the Sars-CoV-2 virus may not have been isolated.

3. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services relied upon to conclude or evidence that the Sars-CoV-2 virus has been identified.

4. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services regarding any and all testing and diagnostic methodologies relied upon for determining incidence, morbidity, and mortality with regards to

Sars-CoV-2 and COVID-19.

5. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of wearing a mask, face covering, and/ or face shield, imposed or brought about

by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

6. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of social distancing, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

7. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of lockdowns, stay-at-home orders, and safer-at-home orders, imposed or brought

about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

8. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of deeming some businesses and workers as essential and some as non-

essential, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

9. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the efficacy and short and long term safety, and risks of COVID-19 testing, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

10. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of closing schools, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

11. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of closing or restricting places of worship, imposed or brought about by the 2020

Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

12. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of regular and repeated biometric data collection such as temperature taking,

imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

13. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of travel restrictions and interventions in the freedom of movement, imposed or

brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

14. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of restrictions on medical services, imposed or brought about by the 2020

Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

15. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of restrictions on sports, exercise, and extracurricular activities, imposed or

brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

16. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where applicable, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services showing the short and long term safety, efficacy, and risks of social isolation, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

17. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where applicable, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services which were relied upon to justify allowing or not allowing for or recommending or not recommending Religious Exemptions OR Religious

Accommodations in the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

mailto:Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov


18. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of Division of Public Health
Services indicating the existence, or potential existence, of Sars-CoV-2 within New Hampshire in 2019, that is to say the year Two Thousand and

Nineteen.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

Mr. Tejasinha Sivalingam

Ashland, NH

 

Copy Rights Applied.

This email, all contents, all links, all attachments, and all information expressed or implied are private,
personal, privileged, and/ or confidential.  All Rights Reserved 1979-Present.

If you received this email in error, please permanently delete this email along with all attachments and
notify the sender immediately.

Lokah Samastah, Sukhino Bhavantu!

 

 

Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.

 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original Message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

On Thursday, January 14, 2021 2:38 PM, Maynard, Elizabeth <Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov> wrote:

 

Dear Mr. Sivalingam,

On behalf of NH DHHS, I am responding to your Right to Know request below. 

DHHS does not have any responsive documents related to your bulleted requests, with the exception of
#15.  For that request, related to sports, I have attached a Summary Report with data on hockey
outbreaks.  We have redacted any information on the Report that is identifying or could lead to the
constructive identification of individual health information. 

 

You may find further information of interest on our DHHS COVID web site:  https://www.nh.gov/covid19/

 

Best,

Elizabeth

 

 

Elizabeth Maynard, Esq. 

New Hampshire DHHS

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.himalayanacademy.com/view/loka-samasta-sukino-bhavantu__;!!Oai6dtTQULp8Sw!Fe46af4SGuiBSBiTdiouICZx1L1sM8TbjmTQaxDa4Gg-2k32OPGO3tY_zfRDfilBKPzu0MWHR-3s$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/protonmail.com__;!!Oai6dtTQULp8Sw!Fe46af4SGuiBSBiTdiouICZx1L1sM8TbjmTQaxDa4Gg-2k32OPGO3tY_zfRDfilBKPzu0BPyHjaN$
mailto:Elizabeth.X.Maynard@dhhs.nh.gov
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/


Office of General Counsel

603-271-9223 

elizabeth.maynard@dhhs.nh.gov

 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE/CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message and any attachments to this message may contain confidential or privileged

legal information, which is intended for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s).  Unauthorized use or further dissemination may be prohibited or restricted by

law.  If you receive this message in error or believe that you are not authorized to have access to the information contained herein, please secure the information and

notify the sender immediately.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

 

 

From: Tejasinha Sivalingam <LionOfPower@protonmail.com>

Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 5:10 PM

To: DHHS: PIO <dhhs.pio@dhhs.nh.gov>

Subject: 01.11.2021 RSA 91-A Request

 

To whom it may concern,

This is an itemized request for the following Governmental Records and Information in the possession
or control of the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services herein referred to as
"DHHS", pursuant to RSA 91-A.

In the case that the responsive materials are voluminous, exceeding $250 in cost to process, I request
the opportunity to create a payment plan to pay for the requested materials. Alternatively, I request that
you invoice me a reasonable approximation of the cost of responding with the requested materials so
that I may financially plan accordingly before you complete the processing of this request.

No materials which are identical need to be needlessly duplicated.

I request that said materials please be mailed to me on thumb drives to the following address:

Mr. Tejasinha Sivalingam

PO Box 1047

Ashland, NH 03217

OR, alternatively, I am happy to receive all responsive materials digitally at my electronic mail
address:  LionOfPower@ProtonMail.Com

This itemized request relies upon the definitions within 91-A:1-a, which is include below for clarification:

Section 91-A:1-a

    91-A:1-a Definitions. –

In this chapter:

I. "Advisory committee" means any committee, council, commission, or other like body whose primary
purpose is to consider an issue or issues designated by the appointing authority so as to provide such
authority with advice or recommendations concerning the formulation of any public policy or legislation
that may be promoted, modified, or opposed by such authority.

mailto:elizabeth.maynard@dhhs.nh.gov
mailto:LionOfPower@protonmail.com
mailto:dhhs.pio@dhhs.nh.gov
mailto:LionOfPower@ProtonMail.Com


II. "Governmental proceedings" means the transaction of any functions affecting any or all citizens of
the state by a public body.

III. "Governmental records" means any information created, accepted, or obtained by, or on behalf of,
any public body, or a quorum or majority thereof, or any public agency in furtherance of its official
function. Without limiting the foregoing, the term "governmental records" includes any written
communication or other information, whether in paper, electronic, or other physical form, received by a
quorum or majority of a public body in furtherance of its official function, whether at a meeting or outside
a meeting of the body. The term "governmental records" shall also include the term "public records."

IV. "Information" means knowledge, opinions, facts, or data of any kind and in whatever physical form
kept or maintained, including, but not limited to, written, aural, visual, electronic, or other physical form.

V. "Public agency" means any agency, authority, department, or office of the state or of any county,
town, municipal corporation, school district, school administrative unit, chartered public school, or other
political subdivision.

VI. "Public body" means any of the following:

(a) The general court including executive sessions of committees; and including any advisory
committee established by the general court.

(b) The executive council and the governor with the executive council; including any advisory committee
established by the governor by executive order or by the executive council.

(c) Any board or commission of any state agency or authority, including the board of trustees of the
university system of New Hampshire and any committee, advisory or otherwise, established by such
entities.

(d) Any legislative body, governing body, board, commission, committee, agency, or authority of any
county, town, municipal corporation, school district, school administrative unit, chartered public school,
or other political subdivision, or any committee, subcommittee, or subordinate body thereof, or advisory
committee thereto.

(e) Any corporation that has as its sole member the state of New Hampshire, any county, town,
municipal corporation, school district, school administrative unit, village district, or other political
subdivision, and that is determined by the Internal Revenue Service to be a tax exempt organization
pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

 

1. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS which demonstrate or evidence

that the Sars-CoV-2 virus has been isolated.

2. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS which demonstrate or evidence

that the Sars-CoV-2 virus may not have been isolated.

3. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS relied upon to conclude or

evidence that the Sars-CoV-2 virus has been identified.

4. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS regarding any and all testing and

diagnostic methodologies relied upon for determining incidence, morbidity, and mortality with regards to Sars-CoV-2 and COVID-19.

5. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of wearing a mask, face covering, and/ or face shield, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive

Orders regarding COVID-19.

6. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of social distancing, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

7. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of lockdowns, stay-at-home orders, and safer-at-home orders, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

8. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of deeming some businesses and workers as essential and some as non-essential, imposed or brought about by the 2020

Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

9. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the efficacy and short

and long term safety, and risks of COVID-19 testing, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.



10. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of closing schools, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

11. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of closing or restricting places of worship, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding

COVID-19.

12. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of regular and repeated biometric data collection such as temperature taking, imposed or brought about by the 2020

Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

13. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of travel restrictions and interventions in the freedom of movement, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

14. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of restrictions on medical services, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding

COVID-19.

15. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of restrictions on sports, exercise, and extracurricular activities, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

16. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where applicable, in the possession or control of DHHS showing the short and long term

safety, efficacy, and risks of social isolation, imposed or brought about by the 2020 Emergency and Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

17. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where applicable, in the possession or control of DHHS which were relied upon to justify

allowing or not allowing for or recommending or not recommending Religious Exemptions OR Religious Accommodations in the 2020 Emergency and

Executive Orders regarding COVID-19.

18. All Information and Governmental Records, with date of receipt where available, in the possession or control of DHHS indicating the existence, or

potential existence, of Sars-CoV-2 within New Hampshire in 2019, that is to say the year Two Thousand and Nineteen.

I thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  If I may offer any clarification, please feel free to contact me at: (208) 650-0416.  To expedite the

processing of this request I ask that you please correspond with me as needed via email at LionOfPower@ProtonMail.Com.

Respectfully and kindly,

Mr. Tejasinha Sivalingam

Ashland, NH
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Memo

To: Representatives on the House Health, Human Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee

From: Leah Cushman, RN

Topic: Requiring Informed Consent for the New Hampshire Immunization Registry

Date: February 2, 2020

The purpose of this memo is to ask for your support for HB 221, legislation that would change
the New Hampshire Immunization Registry from an opt-out program to an opt-in program. I am
a Registered Nurse, a mother, and a voter in your district. Currently, the law allows for patient
information to be entered into the vaccine registry without consent of the patient or minor
patient’s parent or guardian. According to Revised statute annotated (RSA) 141-C:20-f, “No
patient, or the patient's parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be required to participate
in the immunization registry,” and that the Department of Health and Human Service (DHHS)
shall develop procedures “for the patient, or the patient's parent or guardian if the patient is a
minor, to decline to participate in the registry” (New Hampshire General Court, 2020b).
However, no such procedures have been published by DHHS. To protect the privacy rights of
New Hampshire residents, the law must require that patients and parents be fully informed by
healthcare providers and sign a consent form before their information may be entered into the
registry. This memorandum will include key information regarding the importance of informed
consent in healthcare, the importance of privacy rights in New Hampshire, as well as a cost-
benefit analysis of the proposed change.

This policy change is important because self-determination is a recognized right of all patients in
making healthcare decisions, under the ethical principle of autonomy (Burkhardt & Nathaniel,
2020). Informed consent is an accepted component of self-determination that requires healthcare
providers to give patients full disclosure so they may make well-informed decisions. As it stands,
the immunization registry law does not safeguard the rights of patients to be informed so they
may make a rounded decision on whether to enter their private health information into the
registry or not. I have contacted the New Hampshire Immunization Program and spoken with the
secretary, who told me that there are no procedures yet available for opting out, even though the
registry is estimated to be launched in January. According to the Concord Monitor (2019),
DHHS received $1.3 million in 2014 to set up the registry but failed to do so and allowed the
vendor contract to expire. DHHS was then approved to receive another $1.5 million for the
creation of the registry in 2019. This agency has demonstrated incompetence and the
responsibility of ensuring patients can opt out should not be left up to them. This should be
entrusted to healthcare providers, but there is nothing in the RSA that requires them to disclose
to patients or parents that their or their children’s immunization records will be entered into the
registry, nor that they have the right to decline, view, edit, or remove records therein.

This presents an ethical problem in which the privacy rights of parents and patients are subject to
violation. If parents of minor children and patients are not aware that their information will be
entered in the registry, and there are no procedures in place for doing so, they cannot protect



their private health information from government surveillance. In Massachusetts, an
immunization registry law is in place that includes a requirement for healthcare providers to
inform patients that their information will be entered into the Massachusetts Immunization
Information System and provide an opportunity for them to opt out (Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, n.d.). Unfortunately, in practice this is rarely done and there are no penalties for
failure to inform. An opt-in system requiring informed consent would better protect patient self-
determination and confidentiality in New Hampshire. Confidentiality is a widely accepted right
of patients in healthcare (Burkhardt & Nathaniel, 2020). Typically, signatory consent is required
for private health information to be shared. Additionally, Article 2-b of the State Constitution
states, “An individual’s right to live free from government intrusion in private or personal
information is natural, essential, and inherent” (Government of New Hampshire, 2020).

The stakeholders in this issue are patients, healthcare providers, society, and New Hampshire
taxpayers. My proposed change will not prevent patients and parents or legal guardians of minor
patients who wish to participate in the registry from doing so but will ensure that informed
consent is required. Healthcare providers have a responsibility to advocate for improved health
outcomes for patients but also to respect when patient decisions conflict with their professional
opinion (Burkhardt & Nathaniel, 2020). This proposed change will ensure that healthcare
providers maintain the ability to participate in the immunization registry while protecting patient
confidentiality. Please refer to the stakeholder analysis table below.

There is no demonstrated urgent need for widespread surveillance of immunization records in
New Hampshire. New Hampshire has the fifth-highest immunization rate in the country
(WMUR, 2015), with more than 97% of school-aged children being up-to-date on
immunizations, even with religious exemption available for public school enrollment. Under
New Hampshire RSA 141-C:14-a, even in the event of a disease outbreak, New Hampshire
residents maintain the right to decline immunization (New Hampshire General Court, 2020a).
Therefore, this proposed change does not present any added risk to society at large. This
proposed change will have no direct tax impact, as the vendor contract is already paid for
(Concord Monitor, 2019). Changing the system to opt-in will safeguard the rights of privacy,
confidentiality, and informed consent of individuals.

In summation, confidentiality and informed consent are inherent rights that medical professionals
and government must protect for individuals (Burkhardt & Nathaniel, 2020; Government of New
Hampshire, 2020). The immunization registry law as currently written does not ensure this
protection. New Hampshire has one of the highest rates of immunization in the United States,
particularly among children (WMUR, 2015). The proposed change does not threaten society at
large and does not increase tax burden on New Hampshire taxpayers. It ensures ethical practice
by medical professionals and does not inhibit the use of the immunization registry when patient
consent is given. Please support Representative Timothy Lang’s bill HB 221. With your support
we can ensure that patients and parents and guardians of minor patients are informed about the
immunization registry prior to private health information being entered in the registry, upholding
ethical principles and constitutional rights of individuals.

Stakeholder Analysis



Stakeholders Interests
Adult Patients and Parents/Guardians of
Minor Children

 Ensured Informed Consent
 Ensured Privacy
 Maintained ability to participate in the

registry
 Protected from DHHS incompetence

Healthcare Providers  Ensures ethical practice of informed
consent

 Ensures ethical practice of
maintaining patient confidentiality

 Maintained ability to participate in the
registry with patient consent

 Promotes trusting relationship with
patients

Society  Safeguards Constitutional rights
New Hampshire Taxpayers  Does not increased tax burden
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 February 7, 2021 

 

Representative Mark Pearson - Chair 

Chair, Health, Human Services, & Elderly Affairs Committee 

New Hampshire House of Representatives 

 

Re: HB 221 – making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program 

 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, 

 

As Chair of Pediatrics and Physician-in-Chief of the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock, New 

Hampshire’s only children’s hospital, I am concerned with the well-being of all of New Hampshire’s 

children. I therefore write in opposition of HB 221. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has served as a terrible reminder of the value of immunization.  Vaccines can 

protect our most vulnerable citizens, including children, from a range of diseases.  But they only work if 

they are administered widely.  Vaccine registries are an important tool to increase and sustain sufficient 

vaccine rates.  While a local record of immunizations might allow health care providers to manage their 

own patients’ vaccines, a systematic universal vaccine registry allows citizens to safely seek and obtain 

immunization where it is most convenient, while keeping their providers informed.  Moreover, 

availability of such information via the vaccine registry could allow public health officials to feel 

comfortable that high enough immunization rates have been achieved to relax COVID-19 restrictions.  

 

An opt-in vaccine registry would not only create an administrative hurdle for patients and providers, it 

would also jeopardize the efficacy and efficiency of the system. The opt-out registry provides individuals 

adequate opportunity to not share their data. 

 

In closing, Dartmouth-Hitchcock strongly opposes HB 221.  This bill would hinder New Hampshire’s 

development of the strong vaccine registry essential to the health and safety of its citizens. 

 

Thank you for consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith J. Loud 
 





  Withdraw and Remove Information from the 

New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry 

 

(FORM:Withdraw; 3/16) 

 

□  I withdraw my participation and seek removal of all my information from the NH immunization/ 

vaccination registry. 

□  I withdraw participation of my child and seek removal of all my child’s information from the NH 

immunization/vaccination registry. 
 

I understand that this withdrawal from participation in the registry will not prevent me or my child from 
receiving immunizations/vaccinations. 

I understand that I may reverse my decision by completing a “Reverse Previous Decision not to Participate in 
the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form with my current health care provider. 

I understand that it is my responsibility to inform my other health care providers of my decision to withdraw 
from the registry so that no future immunization/vaccination information is reported to the registry. 

 

DATE:   

 

PATIENT NAME (printed): 

 

PATIENT NAME (signature): 

 

GUARDIAN NAME if person is under 

the age of 18 years (printed): 

 

GUARDIAN NAME if person is under 

the age of 18 years (signature): 

 

CURRENT OR FORMER HEALTH CARE PROVIDER (printed):  

 

CURRENT OR FORMER HEALTH CARE PROVIDER (signature):  

 

Fax this form to:  New Hampshire Immunization Program, Attn: Registry Administrator, 603-271-3850. 

 

Form received by Registry Administrator 

 

 

Patient information deleted from the registry 

Patients who choose to withdraw from participation in the registry are not relieved from the obligation to 

comply with current immunization requirements set forth in RSA 141-C:20-a and He-P 301.14. 

Date:_________ 

Initials: _______ 

Date:_________ 

Initials: _______ 
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(3)  Records of tests on all HIV specimens shall be kept confidential in accordance with RSA 141-F:7 and RSA 141-F:8.

 
Source.  #8355; eff 5-24-05 (from He-P 305.05), EXPIRED: 5-24-13

 
PART He-P 306  NOTIFICATION OF FIREFIGHTERS, EMERGENCY CARE PROVIDERS AND POLICE OFFICERS AFTER

EXPOSURE TO INFECTIOUS DISEASE - EXPIRED
 

Source.  #4742, eff 1-23-90, EXPIRED: 1-23-96
 
PART He-P 307  IMMUNIZATION/VACCINATION REGISTRY
 
          He-P 307.01  Purpose.  These rules implement the procedures of the department pursuant to RSA 141-C:20-f relative to the
establishment and maintenance of a New Hampshire immunization/vaccination registry (registry) for children and adults to aid,
coordinate, and promote effective and cost-efficient disease prevention and control efforts.  The information contained in the registry shall
be used for the following purposes:
 
          (a)  To remind registrants to receive all required immunizations/vaccinations in a timely manner by providing access to the
registrant’s immunization/vaccination record and to provide registrants with information about recommended immunizations/vaccinations;
 
          (b)  To ensure appropriate management and use of vaccines distributed by the department; and
 
          (c)  To control communicable diseases by assisting in the identification of individuals who require immediate
immunization/vaccination in the event of a disease outbreak.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.02  Definitions.
 
          (a)  “Administering health care provider” means a health care provider whose medical focus is limited to completing a screening
checklist for contraindications and administering a vaccination.
 
          (b)  “Authorized user” means a person or entity which is authorized to enter information into or access certain information contained
in the registry, including:
 

(1)  Administering, current, and former health care providers;
 
(2)  Health care providers;
 
(3)  Schools;
 
(4)  Licensed child care agencies;
 
(5)  The department’s division of public health services; and
 
(6)  Designated individuals of (1)-(5) above.
 

          (c)  “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the New Hampshire department of health and human services, or his or her
designee.
 
          (d)  “Current health care provider” means a health care provider who the patient has chosen for ongoing health care and who
maintains a complete medical history of the patient.
 
          (e)  “Department” means the New Hampshire department of health and human services.
 
          (f)  “Former health care provider” means a health care provider that is no longer a patient’s current health care provider.
 
          (g)  “Health care provider” means the following persons who or entities which provide health care services: hospitals, medical
clinics and offices, physicians, naturopaths, pharmacists, dentists, registered or other nurses and nurse practitioners, medical assistants,
paramedics, and emergency medical technicians.
 
          (h)  “Immunization” means “immunization” as defined in RSA 141-C:2, XI-a, namely, “inoculation with a specific antigen to
promote antibody formation in the body.”
 
          (i)  “Managed care organization” means an entity which offers a managed care plan, as defined in RSA 420-J:3, XXV, namely, “a
health benefit plan that either requires a covered person to use, or creates incentives, including financial incentives, for a covered person to
use health care providers managed, owned, under contract with, or employed by the health carrier.”
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
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          (j)  “New Hampshire immunization/vaccination registry (registry)” means a single repository of accurate, complete, and current
immunization records to aid, coordinate, and promote effective and cost-efficient disease prevention and control efforts for New
Hampshire residents. 
 
          (k)  “Opt out” means the process an individual follows to elect not to participate in the registry and, after which, one’s
immunization/vaccination record will not be provided to the registry.
 
          (l)  “Patient” means an individual who receives an immunization/vaccination or other health care services.
 
          (m)  “Public health purpose” means a population-based activity or individual effort primarily aimed at the prevention of injury,
disease, or premature mortality, or the promotion of health in the community.
 
          (n)  “Read-only rights” means the ability of the data to be accessed but not entered or modified.
 
          (o)  “Read/write rights” means the ability of the data to be accessed, entered, or modified.
 
          (p)  “Refusal” means the act of not receiving a vaccination on a particular day or at a particular medical appointment, for such
reasons as, wanting to delay the vaccination to another time, not wanting a particular vaccination at that time, behavioral or medical issues
at the time of vaccination, or a religious exemption from a particular vaccination. This term does not include refusal to participate in the
registry.
 
          (q)  “Registrant” means the patient whose immunization record is contained in the registry.
 
          (r)  “Vaccination event” means an immunization/immunoglobulin administration, exemption, refusal as defined in (p) above,
adverse reaction.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.03  Establishment and Maintenance of the Immunization/Vaccination Registry.
 
          (a)  The department shall implement and maintain a computerized immunization/vaccination registry as established in RSA 141-
C:20-f in compliance with other applicable state statutes.
 
          (b)  Information in the registry may be transferred to or from the registry through a health information organization, as defined in
RSA 332-I:1, II(c), provided that no such information shall be retained by the health information organization.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.04  Authorized User Access to the Registry.
 
          (a)  The following authorized users, and their designated individuals, shall have read/write rights to the registry:
 

(1)  Administering, current, and former health care providers; and
 
(2)  The department’s division of public health services.
 

          (b)  The following authorized users, and their designated individuals, shall have read-only rights to the registry:
 

(1)  Health care providers who are not listed in (a)(1) above;
 
(2)  Schools, only for named individuals in their care;
 
(3)  Licensed child care agencies, only for named individuals in their care; and
 
(4)  Local public health entities, which are administered by the cities of Manchester and Nashua, New Hampshire. 
 

          (c)  Access to the registry for all entities in (a) and (b) above, except (a)(2) and (b)(4), shall be limited to patients in their care.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.05  Content and Submission of Vaccination Event Reports.
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
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          (a)  For each patient who, after being given the opportunity to opt out of participating in the registry in accordance with He-C
307.06, does not exercise the option to opt out, an administering or current health care provider who is participating in the registry shall
report vaccination events to the registry within 7 business days of the event through an electronic web-based interface at www.vaxnh.org.
 
          (b)  For each vaccination event, administering or current health care providers who are participating in the registry shall report to the
registry such data listed in the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Core Data Elements for Immunization Information Systems, listed as
Appendix B in HL7 Version 2.5.1: Implementation Guide for Immunization Messaging Release 1.5 (October 1, 2014) found at
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/technical-guidance/downloads/hl7guide-1-5-2014-11.pdf, available as noted in Appendix A.
 
          (c)  For each vaccination event, administering or current health care providers who are participating in the registry shall also report
to the registry the following types of registrant information:
 

(1)  The registrant’s insurer information as held by the administering or current health care provider; and
 
(2)  Date of death, if applicable and if known.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.06  Procedures for Patients to Opt Out of the Registry.
 
          (a)  No patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be required to participate in the
immunization/vaccination registry.
 
          (b)  No patient’s immunization/vaccination information shall be entered into the registry without that patient, or the patient’s parent
or guardian if the patient is a minor, being given the opportunity to opt out of the registry.
 
          (c)  No health care provider shall provide to the department or to the registry the name of, or any immunization/vaccination
information relating to, any patient who opts out of participating in the registry, except as required by RSA 141-C:9.
 
          (d)  A health care provider shall not provide information relating to immunizations/vaccinations contained in a former patient’s
medical record without that patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, first requesting that such information be
reported to the registry.
 
          (e)  A patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be provided an opportunity to opt out of the registry
as follows:
 

(1)  At the time of immunization/vaccination by an administering health care provider who is participating in the registry; and
 
(2)  Prior to or at a face-to-face encounter with a current health care provider by the current health care provider who is
participating in the registry.
 

          (f)  In all cases described in (e) above, the opportunity to opt out of the registry shall be provided in writing in a clear, succinct, and
conspicuous manner, in simple language, and in a form, style, and size easily readable by the average adult, and by providing the patient,
or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, the “Choose not to Participate in the New Hampshire
Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form (3/16 edition).
 
          (g)  If the opportunity to opt out of the registry is provided by a current health care provider prior to a face-to-face encounter with
the current health care provider, as described in (e)(2) above, that provider shall send a written communication to the patient, or the
patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, which meets the requirements in (f) above in form and substance, which is
individually directed, and in which opting out is the sole subject of the communication.
 
          (h)  The option to opt out of the registry shall be exercised by the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor,
by dating and signing the “Choose not to Participate in the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form (3/16 edition) and
providing that form to each of the patient’s administering and current health care providers who are participating in the registry.
 
          (i)  The “Choose not to Participate in the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form in (h) above shall be
maintained and documented by the administering or current health care provider within the patient’s medical records.
 
          (j)  An administering or current health care provider who is participating in the registry, including the physicians and nurses in the
administering or current health care provider’s professional practice or medical group, shall not be required to provide notice of the
opportunity to opt out of the registry to the same patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, more than once.
 
          (k)  Nothing in this rule shall relieve the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, who chooses to opt out
of participation in the registry, from the obligation to comply with current immunization/vaccination requirements set forth in RSA 141-
C:20-a or He-P 301.14.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html


 
New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.07  Procedures for Patients to Withdraw from Participation in the Registry.
 
          (a)  A patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, may withdraw from participation in the registry at any
time, including the removal of information contained in the registry, as follows:
 

(1)  The patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall complete the patient information section of
“Withdraw and Remove Information from the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” (3/16 edition);
 
(2)  The current health care provider who is participating in the registry shall complete the provider information section of
“Withdraw and Remove Information from the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” (3/16 edition);
 
(3)  The current health care provider in (2) above shall fax the completed “Withdraw and Remove Information from the New
Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” (3/16 edition) to the department; and
 
(4)  The department shall remove all patient information from the registry.
 

          (b)  If the patient does not have a current health care provider, a former health care provider who is participating in the registry may
complete and submit “Withdraw and Remove Information from the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” (3/16 edition) in
accordance with (a) above.
 
          (c)  If a patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, requests withdrawal from participation in accordance
with (a) or (b) above, then no information relating to the patient shall remain in the registry, and no record of the transaction, including the
request itself, shall be kept by either the department or the health care provider.
 
          (d)  It shall be the responsibility of the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, to inform his or her other
health care providers of his or her decision to withdraw from participation in the registry.  In order to ensure that no future
immunization/vaccination information is reported to the registry, such patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor,
shall complete a “Choose not to Participate in the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form (3/16 edition) with each of
the patient’s current and administering health care providers who are participating in the registry.
 
          (e)  Nothing in this rule shall relieve the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, who chooses to remove
his or her information from the registry, from the obligation to comply with current immunization/vaccination requirements set forth in
RSA 141-C:20-a or He-P 301.14.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 
New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17

 
          He-P 307.08  Procedures for Patients to Review and Correct Information Contained in the Registry.
 
          (a)  A patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, may review and correct information contained in the
registry by making a request through their health care provider who is participating in the registry or through the department in accordance
with this section.
 
          (b)  A request under (a) above for a registry record review to the department shall be via the completion and submission of a
“Request for Immunization/Vaccination Record” (3/16 edition), including a notarized signature of the patient or the patient’s parent or
guardian if the patient is a minor.
 
          (c)  Upon receipt of a complete request in (b) above, the department shall provide the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if
the patient is a minor, a copy of the requested record by mail.
 
          (d)  A request under (a) above for a registry record review to a health care provider who is participating in the registry shall be by a
method to be determined by the health care provider, but shall not require a notarized signature of the patient or the patient’s parent or
guardian if the patient is a minor.
 
          (e)  No record of the transaction described in (b) and (d) above, including the request itself, shall be maintained by the department or
the health care provider in any way.
 
          (f)  A request to correct information contained in the registry shall be as follows:
 

(1)  A patient, or a patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall:
 

a.  Complete the “Correction to Immunization/Vaccination Record” form (3/16 edition), available on the department’s
web site and at the office of the current health care provider who is participating in the registry;
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/Filing_history/sourcehe-p.html


b.  Return the completed form to the current health care provider who is participating in the registry; and
 
c.  Provide the current health care provider who is participating in the registry with authenticated evidence of a
laboratory test result or immunization.
 

(2)  Upon receipt of the materials in (1) above, and upon verification from the patient’s health care provider of the correct
information, the current health care provider who is participating in the registry shall make any such corrections or updates to
the patient’s record within 7 business days;
 
(3)  Only the corrected information shall remain in the registry; and
 
(4)  No record of the transaction in described in (1) and (2) above, including the request itself, shall be maintained in any way
by the current health care provider who is participating in the registry.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 

New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17
 
          He-P 307.09  Procedures for Patients to Reverse Decision to Opt Out of the Registry.
 
          (a)  A patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, may reverse the decision to opt out of participation in the
registry at any time by completing and submitting the “Reverse Previous Decision not to Participate in the New Hampshire
Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form (3/16 edition) to the patient’s current or administering health care provider who is participating
in the registry.
 
          (b)  It shall be the responsibility of the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, to inform his or her other
health care providers who are participating in the registry of his or her decision to reverse his or her decision to opt out of participation in
the registry.  In order to ensure that past, current, and future immunization/vaccination information is reported to the registry, such patient,
or the patient’s parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall complete “Reverse Previous Decision not to Participate in the New
Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” forms (3/16 edition) and submit them with each of the patient’s current and administering
health care providers.
 
          (c) The “Reverse Previous Decision not to Participate in the New Hampshire Immunization/Vaccination Registry” form in (a) above
shall be maintained and documented by the current and administering health care provider who is participating in the registry within the
patient’s medical records.
 

Source.  #6830, INTERIM, eff 8-14-98, EXPIRED: 12-12-98
 

New.  #6941, eff 1-30-99, EXPIRED: 1-30-07
 

New.  #12163, eff 5-1-17
 
          He-P 307.10  Requests for Registry Data for Research or Other Purposes.
 
          (a)  Only de-identified data from the registry shall be released by the department for research purposes.
 
          (b)  Release of aggregated statistical data shall not include data that would allow constructive identification of individuals.
 
          (c)  A “New Hampshire Immunization Program Request for Data” form (July 2015) shall be completed by the researcher, submitted
to the division’s immunization section, and approved before any data shall be released.
 
          (d)  The completed “New Hampshire Immunization Program Request for Data” form shall be mailed to:
 

Department of Health and Human Services
Division of Public Health Services
Immunization Section – Data Request
29 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH  03301-6504
 

          (e)  If the request is not complete, the department shall notify the applicant in writing within 10 business days specifying any
information or supporting documentation required to be submitted before the request can be processed.
 
          (f)  If after written notice in (e) above the applicant fails to provide the missing information or supporting documentation, within 30
days of such notice, the application shall be considered incomplete and shall not be processed.
 
          (g)  Persons fraudulently requesting data shall be subject to penalty for unsworn falsifications in accordance with RSA 641:3.
 
          (h)  The department shall approve applications for the use of registry data if:
 

(1)  The application is complete; and
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(2)  It is determined that the study, if carried out according to the request submitted, will serve a public health purpose as
defined in He-P 307.02(m).
 

          (i)  The department shall deny an application when it has been determined that one or more of the requirements of (h) above have
not been met.
 

Source.  #12163, eff 5-1-17
 

He-P 307.11  Procedures for Managed Care Organizations to Obtain Summary Statistics of Immunization Information on Members. 
The department shall provide annual summary statistics of immunization information to managed care organizations.
 

Source.  #12163, eff 5-1-17
 
PART He-P 308  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTIALLY FUND TOWNS OR CITIES FOR MOSQUITO CONTROL

ACTIVITIES
 

Statutory Authority: RSA 141-C:6, XXII, RSA 141-C:24
 
          He-P 308.01  Purpose.  The purpose of this part is to set forth the procedures for administration and distribution of funds directed
toward mosquito control activities as established in RSA 141-C:25 and establishment of mosquito control districts.
 

Source.  #8683, EMERGENCY RULE, eff 7-17-06, EXPIRED: 1-13-07
 

New.  #8799, eff 1-19-07; ss by #9173, eff 6-7-08, EXPIRED: 6-7-16
 

He-P 308.02  Definitions.
 
          (a)  “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the New Hampshire department of health and human services, or his or her
designee.
 
          (b)  “Department” means the New Hampshire department of health and human services.
 
          (c)  “Eligible costs” means costs incurred by a town, city, or mosquito control district:
 

(1)  During the same calendar year, prior to or following the declaration of a public health threat; and
 

(2)  For mosquito control activities aimed at reducing the public health threat.
 
          (d)  “Mosquito control” means activities targeting the abatement of mosquitoes through the application of pesticides aimed at
mosquito larvae (larvicide) and adult mosquitoes (adulticide).
 
          (e)  “Mosquito control district (MCD)” means contiguous municipalities that work together for the purpose of applying for a special
permit and/or partial funding pursuant to RSA 141-C:24.
 
          (f)  “Mosquito control fund” means a fund, established pursuant to RSA 141-C:25, to assist cities, towns, and MCDs by providing
funding for the purpose of offsetting the costs of mosquito control activities including, but not limited to, the purchase and application of
chemical pesticides.
 
          (g)  “Mosquito control plan” means a written document prepared by a town, city, or MCD that describes preventive and response
actions for reducing human mosquito-borne disease.
 
          (h)  “Special permit” means a special permit obtained in accordance with Pes 505, Pes 506, and/or Pes 604.
 
          (i)  “Public health threat” means a condition declared by the commissioner, in consultation with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and with concurrence of the governor, that warrants expedited mosquito control activities within a city, town, or MCD, and
which is based on local factors per RSA 141-C:25, III(a).
 

Source.  #8683, EMERGENCY RULE, eff 7-17-06, EXPIRED: 1-13-07
 

New.  #8799, eff 1-19-07; ss by #9173, eff 6-7-08; amd by #9303, eff 10-25-08,
EXPIRED: 6-7-16

 
          He-P 308.03  Mosquito Control Districts:  Contiguous municipalities that establish mosquito control districts for the purposes of
applying for moneys from the mosquito control fund shall be eligible for financial assistance if the district is established pursuant to RSA
430:13 and meets the requirements set forth in He-P 308.05.
 

Source.  #8683, EMERGENCY RULE, eff 7-17-06, EXPIRED: 1-13-07
 

New.  #8799, eff 1-19-07; ss by #9173, eff 6-7-08, EXPIRED: 6-7-16
 
          He-P 308.04  Application for Financial Assistance to Partially Fund Towns, Cities, or MCD’s Mosquito Control Activities.
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HB 221 - AS INTRODUCED

2021 SESSION
21-0205
05/08

HOUSE BILL 221

AN ACT making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program.

SPONSORS: Rep. Lang, Belk. 4; Rep. Nunez, Hills. 37; Rep. Rice, Hills. 37; Rep. Binford, Graf.
15; Rep. Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 4; Rep. Notter, Hills. 21; Rep. T. Lekas, Hills. 37;
Rep. Bordes, Belk. 3; Rep. Pauer, Hills. 26; Sen. Avard, Dist 12; Rep. Trottier,
Belk. 6

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill makes the state immunization registry an opt-in program rather than an opt-out
program.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.



HB 221 - AS INTRODUCED
21-0205
05/08

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One

AN ACT making the state vaccine registry an opt-in program.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Paragraph; Communicable Disease; Immunization Registry; Opportunity to Opt-In to the

Registry. Amend RSA 141-C:20-f by inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraph:

II-a. Each patient, or the patient's parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, shall be

given the opportunity to opt-in to the immunization registry. No patient’s immunization or

vaccination information shall be entered into the registry without the explicit, written, opt-in

consent of the patient, or the patient’s parent or guardian.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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