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CONSENT CALENDAR

February 5, 2021

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

to which was referred HB 145,

AN ACT relative to physical force in defense of a

person. Having considered the same, report the same

with the following resolution: RESOLVED, that it is

INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. John Burt

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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COMMITTEE REPORT

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The committee was not able to identify a problem that this bill will solve. However, opponents of this
bill are very concerned that it will eviscerate long-standing self-defense law which has allowed law
abiding residents and visitors alike to use force, including lethal force in self-defense. If enacted into
law, this bill will repeal all of RSA 627:4, III which requires a defender to retreat from a violent
encounter except in certain specific circumstances where a defender is not required to retreat. 
Without a “bright line” statute, the courts will be free to rule in any way they see fit.  In most cases
that will mean judges will rely upon the traditional common law requirement that a defender use
any means necessary to avoid a confrontation.  Those who are opposed to this bill informed the
committee that the courts could very possibly rule that people who are victims of home invaders
must leave their home instead of defending it; business owners facing assault might be forced to
leave their businesses and surrender to a criminal attack; and people who are being assaulted in
public would be forced to flee.  Little to no consideration would be given to a person’s physical ability
to safely retreat. The committee believes that this bill is a solution in search of a problem where no
problem exists. 

Committee: Criminal Justice and Public Safety

Bill Number: HB 145

Title: relative to physical force in defense of a person.

Date: February 5, 2021

Consent Calendar: CONSENT

Recommendation: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

Vote 18-0.

Rep. John Burt
FOR THE COMMITTEE
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Criminal Justice and Public Safety
HB 145, relative to physical force in defense of a person. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. John Burt for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee was not able to identify a
problem that this bill will solve. However, opponents of this bill are very concerned that it will
eviscerate long-standing self-defense law which has allowed law abiding residents and visitors alike
to use force, including lethal force in self-defense. If enacted into law, this bill will repeal all of RSA
627:4, III which requires a defender to retreat from a violent encounter except in certain specific
circumstances where a defender is not required to retreat.  Without a “bright line” statute, the courts
will be free to rule in any way they see fit.  In most cases that will mean judges will rely upon the
traditional common law requirement that a defender use any means necessary to avoid a
confrontation.  Those who are opposed to this bill informed the committee that the courts could very
possibly rule that people who are victims of home invaders must leave their home instead of
defending it; business owners facing assault might be forced to leave their businesses and surrender
to a criminal attack; and people who are being assaulted in public would be forced to flee.  Little to
no consideration would be given to a person’s physical ability to safely retreat. The committee
believes that this bill is a solution in search of a problem where no problem exists.  Vote 18-0.

CONSENT CALENDAR



Voting Sheets



Minority Report? 

W1 /4) 17 

CONSENT CALENDAR: YES 	NO 

	  Motion Yes 	No If yes, author, Rep: 
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MOTION: (Please check one box) 

❑ OTP 	 ITL 0 Retain (Pt year) 	 CI Adoption of 
Amendment # 	 

0 Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Seconded by Rep. 	 //El 	Vote: Moved by Rep. 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

CI OTP 	❑ OTP/A ❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

0 Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 
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Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	Vote: 	 

MOTION: (Please check one box) 

❑ OTP 	CI OTP/A ❑ ITL 	0 Retain (1st year) 	 0 Adoption of 
Amendment # 

CI Interim Study (2nd year) 	(if offered) 

Moved by Rep. 	  Seconded by Rep. 	  Vote: 	 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 145

BILL TITLE: relative to physical force in defense of a person.

DATE: February 5, 2021

LOB ROOM: Hybrid Time Public Hearing Called to Order:

Time Adjourned:

Committee Members: Reps. Abbas, Welch, Rhodes, Burt, Hopper, Green, Wallace,
Testerman, True, Pratt, Marston, Harriott-Gathright, Pantelakos, O'Hearne, Bordenet,
Meuse, R. Newman, Amanda Bouldin, Conley, Klein-Knight and Bradley

Bill Sponsors:
Rep. Abramson

TESTIMONY

* Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Abramson – Bill sponsor
 Reasons for presenting bill

Lois Cote – Oppose
 Racial Concern

Bill Kingston – Oppose

Penny Dean – Neutral
 Would prefer an amendment/ITL

JR Hoell – Neutral
 Would prefer an amendment for different language

Alan Rice – NH Gun Owners – Oppose

Joe Hannon – Gun Owners of NH – Oppose
 Needs work

Tracy Hahn-Burkett – Oppose

Q: Rep. Klein-Knight – How many times in your experience has justice not been met because lack of
this?
A: Never a time to his knowledge – lack of warrants could have had difficult outcome
Q: Follow up – Could you attempt to collect data so we can know?
A: Definitely need to do better in this area
Q: Rep. Marston – Confused on why this is needed. Giving there are different areas of what this bill is
intending
A: This is intended to give authority to federal level agent when they are assisting with a specific arrest
Q: Rep. Hopper – Constitution is clear NH is not to have local authority – do you feel this is a breach?
A: No
Q: Rep. Bordenet – How long does it take to complete training and what are the components?
A: Not sure of ? border agents already have authority
Q: Rep. O’Hearne – Have you had conversations with anyone other then the one federal agent you
mentioned?
A: No
Q: Follow up – Do you think you should?
A: Yes, great point



Q: Rep. Conley – Do you have idea of how many “task forces” this would allow?
A: Can’t imagine more than 40-50
Q: Rep. Abbas – If a defendant that was? asked, how would they subpoena the federal agent
A: Same process
Q: Rep. True – Wouldn’t federal be permitted to make citizens arrest?
A: Doesn’t give enough power, may be sued
Q: Rep. O’Hearne – Where is the stance of the federal officer he the person have?
A:Was told he would offer comments
Q: Rep. Pratt – What are the hours of training?
A:Would ne determined by office of safety
Q: Rep. Abbas – Can you give example of a time this happened?
A: No specific situation

Jorden Scippa – Director of Police Standards
 Brings resources that may not otherwise be available

Q: Rep. Hopper – Would this allow only NH federal officers? Or broader than that?
A: Broader – Several agents live in other states
Q: Rep. Harriet-Gathright – If a federal office is here (NH) on vacation – would this allow agent to
make arrest?
A: No, 2 step process to make an arrest
Q: Follow up – Was this specific to 1 officer that is requesting this?
A: Not aware of the FBI officer that requested.
-Special agent had concerns
Q: Rep. O’Hearne – How long has this been at the border
A: Not aware
Q: Follow up – Why not then – only now
A: Not aware
Q: Follow up – Do you know of any laws coming in at a federal level to enact this?
A: No – would not be allowed – has to be state
Q: Follow up – How many states have similar bills
A: Not aware

Sophia Biondolil – Oppose
 Does not feel we need more law enforcement

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes, Clerk
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Name Email Address Title Representing Position Testifying Germane 

Abramson, Max Max.Abramson@leg.state.thus An Elected Official Myself Support 	Yes (6m) 	No 

Dean, Penny 
penny@pennydean.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	Yes (5m) No 

Cote, Lois 
lcote06@outlook.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Moms Demand Action Oppose 	Yes (4m) No 

Spencer, Louise 
kentstusa@aol.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	Yes (3m) No 

Rice, Alan alanrice@gunowners.org  A Lobbyist Gun Owners of America Oppose 	Yes (3m) No 

Halm-Burkett, Tracy 
tracyrhb@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	Yes (3m) No 

Brown, Stacey 
staceyfm@gmail.corn 

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	Yes (2m) No 

Hannon, Joe 
joehannon4nh@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

GO-NH Oppose 	Yes (Om) No 

Romero, Dena 
dena.romero@myfairpoint.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	Yes (Om) No 

Korn, Leonard A Member of the Myself Oppose 	Yes (Om) No 
Lenkommd@gmail.com  Public 

Kingston, Bill A Member of the Myself Oppose 	Yes (Om) No 
DC9guy@comcast.net  Public 

Sullivan, Libby 
libbyelizabeth27@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

nowell, cody 
nowellcody@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Hartofelis, Alexander 
hartofelis.alex@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Donohoe, Cassidy 
donohoe.c@northeastem.edu  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Kimball, Makena 
makenalcimba1113@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Lambert, Georgina 
georginatlambert@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Egan, Ashlynd A Member of the Myself Oppose 	No No 
Ash.be273@gmail.com  Public 

Searles, Sydney A Member of the Myself Oppose 	No No 
Sydneyelizabeth151@gmail.com  Public 

Davison, Kate 
kadavison@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Cuenca, Jasmine 
jxc1236@case.edu  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

moore, jesse 
jesse.m@live.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

O'NEIL, Rory A Member of the Myself Oppose 	No No 
Oneil.a.rory@gmail.corn Public 

Forrestall, Avery 
avery.forrestall@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Martel, Zoe 
zmartel9@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Schultz, Tabitha 
t.milburn.schultz@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose 	No No 

Weissberg, Tamsin tamsinweissberg@yahoo.com  A Member of the Myself Oppose 	No No 
Public 



Hamidovic, Edit 

LaCrosse, Summer 

Beltran, Raquel 

O'Regan, Conor 

Chase, Michelle 

Kasik, Lindsey 

Everett, Jude 

Hayes, Lydia 

Alger, Maly-
Katherine 

Sieradzld, Krystal 

Pardoe, Mackenzie 

Eisenberg, Lia 

Reilly, Caitlyn 

Babladelis, Ashley 

Brown, Justis 

Grey, Reese 

Josephson, Tim 

Garcia, Angie 

Carpentier, Marielle 

Gomez II, Eddie 

Laue, Erica 

Minelli, Kelli 

Talla, Amadou 

Carman, Eliza 

Citarella, Maria 

Dutzy, Sherry 

Cloitre, Malone 

Plave, Stephanie 

Lessard, Madeline 

Chin, Amanda 

Raiche, Hannah 

Menke, Christina 

Downie, Chase 

Foster, Olivia 

e.hamidovic17@gmail.com  

summerameliamakeup@gmail.com  

Raq.beltran@gmail.com  

conororeganll@gmail.com  

Mechaseee@gmail.com  

heavensentme2727@aol.com  

sovsyem@gmail.com  

Lydiahayes5@gmail.com  

frostleaf9@hotmail.com  

krystal@bianh.org  

Pardoem97@gmail.com  

Liaeisenberg24@gmail.com  

caitlynlreilly@gmail.com  

ash.hatch@gmail.com  

theghibligames@gmail.com  

reeseogrey@gmail.com  

josephsonth@gmail.com  

A.ruth.garcia@gmail.com  

Mariellecarp@gmail.com  

eddiegomezzz@gmail.com  

erica.r.laue@gmail.com  

kelli.minelli@yahoo.com  

madutalla@gmail.com  

monkeytheman26@gmail.com  

mariacitarella@aol.com  

sherry.dutzy@leg.state.nh.us  

Amcloitre@gmail.com  

Stephplave@gmail.com  

madelinelessardl7@gmail.com  

amandachin1010@gmail.com  

Hraiche628@gmail.com  

cccmenke@gmail.com  

so.chasefid@rocketmail.com  
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oliviakfoster7@gmail.com  Public 

Keskey, Zoe 
zkeskey@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Kanu, Mckela 
kaylakanu@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Cheney, Sonya 
sonyaeatszombies@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Averill, Grace A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Gr4ceful@gmail.com  Public 

Wolff, Jessica 
evansjn90@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Lewis, Elizabeth 
ecop.lewis@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

McNeill, Jenna 
jemcnei1187@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Lahey, Arthur 
arthurlahey@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Garrette, Ryan 
ryan.garrette@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Jones, Lauren 
lojones111@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Burt, Jonalyn 
jabinnh156@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Carpentiere, Ralph 
rcarpentiere@icloud.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Dominguez, Natasha 
natashasaraphoto@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Bauer, Joanna 
holycrappitsjo@hotmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Rubdi, Shema A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Zatomrain@gmail.com  Public 

Warriner, Christina 
warriner.christina@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Bresnahan, Megan 
meg.bresnahan@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Laue, Hannah A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Hannah.Laue@gmail.com  Public 

Studier-Tarzia, Lydia A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Lydiastudiertarzia@gmail.com  Public 

Goerke, Bridget A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Bgoerke@outlook.com  Public 

Hartmann, Ryan 
ryanhartmann12@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Sheehan, Kevin A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Kmsheehan88@gmail.com  Public 

Hartmann, Troy 
tch1003@wildcats.unh.edu  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Gildea, Rebecca A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Rebeccagildea@gmail.com  Public 

Stohlman, Joseph 
jstohlman@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Reynolds Cooper, 
Amanda areynolds_77@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Tranchemontagne, 
Cameron ctranch93@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Comeau, Ava A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Avacomeau 1 @gmail.com  Public 

Brown, Nancy 
webnpb@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Marcotte, Madelyn 
madelyn.m575@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Reid, Kristen 
kristenreid145@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Hill, Conor 
conorhillnh@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Donohue, Anna anna.donohue4@gmail.com  A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Public 



colenover96@comcast.net  

KatrinaLacerte@gmail.com  

heather.ricker37@gmail.com  

beatmywave034@gmail.com  

richella.simard@gmail.com  

hcjames0@gmail.com  

abikathmvs@gmail.com  

dsilvestre97@gmail.com  

lizw89@gmail.com  

Cousinsamy@yahoo.com  

Ahalstead1230@gmail.com  

Maddy.schmidt95@gmail.com  

Kaylajadetumer@gmail.com  

chsullivan617@gmail.com  

abpicciotto@gmail.com  

alexfernandez11@me.com  

newfoundfitnessnh@gmail.com  

caitlinjohnstone624@gmail.com  

noterollers@gmail.com  

Emcwilliam19@gmail.com  

kjrbullock@gmail.com  

emlang87@gmail.com  

asperadastra22@gmail.com  

kcau1410@gmail.com  

berri104@gmail.com  

nhdarby@gmail.com  

megansbuckner@gmail.com  

liteyam@gmail.com  

brianawong23@gmail.com  

angeastman@gmail.com  

marleeyoder15@icloud.com  

Char.sinotte@gmail.com  

alanareale@gmail.com  
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Myself 

Nover, Nicole 

Lacerte, Katrina 

Ricker, Heather 

Wilcox, Bridget 

Simard, Richella 

James, Hannah 

Marves, Jackie 

Silvestre, Dera 

Wood, Elizabeth 

Cousins, Amy 

Halstead, Amy 

Schmidt, Madeleine 

Turner, Kayla 

Sullivan, Christopher 

Picciotto, Amy 

Fernandez, Alexandra 

LaPlume, Kendra 

Johnstone, Caitlin 

Gikas, Veronica 

McWilliam, Emily 

Revia, Kimberly 

Langton, Emily 

Doneski, Sanne 

Caulfield, Kenzie 

Berrigan, Elizabeth 

ONeil, Darby 

Buckner, Megan 

Brenan, Arden 

Wong, Briana 

Sylvia, Angela 

yoder, marlee 

Sinotte, Charlie 

Reale, Alana 

A Member of the 
Public 
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Public 
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Public 
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Oppose No 

Oppose No 

Oppose No 

Oppose No 

Oppose No 



Boudreau, Jacqueline boudreau.jacquelineh@gmail.com  A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Public 

Gianni, Eric 
eric.berm23@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Gobel, Brie 
b.n.gobel@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Perryman, Clarice 
cperrymanl6@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

McFarland, Casey 
cmcfarland05@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Hoppa, Molly 
mollyhoppa@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Durkee, Peyton 
peytondurkee98@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

lee, kelsey 
kelsey11226@hotmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

McClary, Alyssa 
amcclary15@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Finke, Madeline 
maddyfmke@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

MAZUR, STACY 
stacycmazur@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Mejia, Andres 
andresgmejia@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Krysiak, Alexander 
arkrysiak11@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

NAZZARO, A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
MATTHEW NAZZARO.MATTHEW@GMAIL.COM  Public 

MacLeod, Tyler 
tyleramacleod@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Scanlon, Caitlin 
caitscanlon8@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

M, Sandra A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
S-1-robinson@hotmail.com  Public 

()Clair, Cherie 
coclair93@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Killiany, Laura 
lkilliany90@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Moran, Molly 
molly5.moran@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Jancsy, Amy 
aejancsy@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Douville, Kelsey 
krdouville@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Aluko, Pauline 
pa.aluko74@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

BOISVERT, 
ALLISON allison235@hotmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Newell, Kinny 
bearbiirch@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Hurley, Maryann 
maryanngh01@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Campbell, George A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Fukkyourdayjob365@gmail.com  Public 

Goodman, Chloe 
cmkgoodman@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Burridge, Molly A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Molly.burridge@gmail.com  Public 

Home, Christina 
feisbean@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Webb, Madelyn 
mdywebb@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Gallo, Kathryn 
chobanian.kathryn@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Huftalen, Cameron 
cameron.huftalen@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Fishrr, Finn A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 



fideliaseraphina@gmail.com  Public 

Fatur, Ashley 
ashleyfatur@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Simm, Linnea 
lcsimm28@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Farrell, Samantha 
srfarre11928@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Beaulieu, Rebecca 
rebeccaeb9495@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Lyon, Abigail A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Abby.gronberg@gmail.com  Public 

Blais, Jaime 
jrblais3@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Phillips, Margery A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Margeryphillips@gmail.com  Public 

Worts, Daniel 
dan.worts@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Support No No 

Martin, Joseph 
orangenoglfod@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Plante, Kim A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Kimberly.plante@asdnh.org  Public 

Davis, Shaylyn A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Shaylyncdavis@gmail.com  Public 

Sequeira, Jessica A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Jessica.parker21@gmail.com  Public 

Haslam, Leslie A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Lhaslam68@gmail.com  Public 

McCollom, Amy 
aemccollom@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Prygocki-Jeakins, 
Kimberley 

Knowlton-Young, 
Kimberly 

King, James 

kspj44@gmail.com  

kimberlyknowltonyoung@gmail.com  

jamesedwardldng17@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

A Member of the 
Public 

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself 

Myself 

Myself 

Oppose 

Oppose 

Oppose 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Chrissis, Cara A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Cara.chrissis@gmail.com  Public 

MacVane, Paula 
pjmacvane@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Tresner, James 
james.tresner@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Bennett, Olivia 
helloodb@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Lovely, Taylor A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Lovelytaylor0@gmail.com  Public 

Ford Burley, Nicole 
nicole.ford.burley@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Manning, Holly 
hsrobertson86@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Lacey, Peter 
peterlacey@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Parisi, Colleen 
colleenparisi13@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Mak, Elizabeth 
makaroni585@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

DeHaven, Heather 
hbdehaven@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Booth, Emma A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Ebooth42@gmail.com  Public 

Broyer, Audrey 
broyer.a@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

St. Jacques, Nicholas 
stjacques.nicholas957@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Demers, Justin 
justindemers12@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Daigneau, Meghan meghandaigneau4@gmail.com  A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Public 



Duggan, Amy A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Aduggan113@hotmail.com  Public 

Taylor, Alyssa 
alyssataylorpaypal@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Williamson, Amanda A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Amandawilliamson@comcast.net  Public 

Shneider, Amanda 
amandashneider@brandeis.edu  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Green, Zachary 
zachary.zalman@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Peterson, Graham 
gepeterson95@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Grady, John 
jjgrady@comcast.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Noni, Olivia 
olivia.noni@coebrown.net  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Kallinich, Kayla A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Kaylaka1147@gmail.com  Public 

Quitongan, Alex A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Alexq098@gmail.com  Public 

Forrestall, Delaney A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Delaneyforrestalll@gmail.com  Public 

Mackenzie, Eleanor 
ecimackenzie@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Manning, Talia 
talia.manning+politics®gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Bradbury, Mattsen 
mbradkos@gmail.con 

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Teitelman, Leila 
lteitelm@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Garrett, Briana 
briana41986@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Clennon, Rachel 
rachelclennon@yahoo.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Hatcher, Phil 
phil.hatcher@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

St.Germain, Kindred 
kfstgermain@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Ganley, Mairead 
mairead.ganley@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Beverlie, Olivia A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Livbev11@gmail.com  Public 

Mousseau, Cynthia 
cynthia.mousseau@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Ippolito, Michael 
ippolitomikey@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Abbott, Matthew 
matthewabbott28@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Coviello, Collin 
e.coviello.c@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Williams, Cheryl 
cwilliams21032@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Girard, Juliet A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Julietisreallycool@gmail.com  Public 

Easler, Colleen 
ceasler4400@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

O'Brien, Lily 
lilyqqobrien@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Selig, Zoe 
zoevf@icloud.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Dill, Jennifer A Member of the Myself Oppose No No 
Jennifermdill@gmail.com  Public 

Bishop, Madeline 
madss0812@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 

Auger, Emily 
emilyrauger@gmail.com  

A Member of the 
Public 

Myself Oppose No No 
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Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 9:31:47 AM
From: Maya Singh
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 8:34:58 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Testimony in opposition to HB 145
Importance: Normal

Dear House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Members,

I write in opposition of HB 145 as a proud Granite Stater and volunteer with Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America. This expansion of this Stand Your Ground law entirely removes
the already narrow situations where use of lethal force is not justified and undermines the safety
of New Hampshire residents.

The literature indicates that Stand Your Ground laws are antithetical to public safety in that they
lead to an increase in violence by guns. Additionally they leave open the dangerous possibility of
armed vigilantism - a terrifying prospect in today's political landscape. Also they carry a
horrifying racist dimension --research shows that when White shooters kill Black victims the
resulting homicides are considered justifiable far more frequently than when the shooter is Black
and the victim White.

I hope that you will stand up for all Granite Staters in full-throated opposition to HB 145. Please
do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Respectfully submitted,
Maya L. Singh
140 Thornton Street, Portsmouth NH 03801

mailto:mayalynnsingh@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


<b>Archived:</b> Monday, February 15, 2021 9:22:14 AM<br><b>From:</b>
Keith Thompson<br><b>Sent:</b> Friday, February 5, 2021 10:49:25
AM<br><b>To:</b> ~House Criminal Justice and Public
Safety<br><b>Subject:</b> Opposition to HB 145<br><b>Importance:</b>
Normal<br></span></p><div class=MsoNormal align=center style='text-
align:center'><span lang=EN-US style='mso-ansi-language:EN-US'><hr size=2
width="100%" noshade color=black align=center tabIndex=-1><DIV
align=left><br><meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html;
charset=utf-8"><div style="color:black;font: 10pt arial;">To the
Committee-
<div><br>
</div>

<div>I am writing in opposition to HB 145. We need to strengthen gun
violence prevention laws, and the majority of NH citizens agree. NH's
&quot;Stand Your Ground&quot; laws are already some of the most lax in
the nation, they must not be expanded.</div>

<div><br>
</div>

<div>Please vote in opposition to this bill.</div>

<div><br>
</div>

<div>Sincerely,</div>

<div><br>
</div>

<div>Keith F Thompson</div>

<div>Nashua, NH</div>
</div>

mailto:kthomp0909@aol.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Friday, February 12, 2021 4:26:20 PM
From: Anne Hunnewell
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2021 5:21:18 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: HB 145
Importance: Normal

___________________________________
Dear Members of the Criminal Justice Committee,

I am also opposed to this bill for the following reasons.

We have the “Stand Your Ground” law already.

It is another example of expanding the use of deadly force!

We should be passing laws and funding groups that support safe alternatives to de escalating situations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Anne Hunnewell
Holderness, NH

mailto:ahunne@roadrunner.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Friday, February 12, 2021 4:26:19 PM
From: Alex
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 9:14:24 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: HB145 Support
Importance: Normal

Honorable Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,

Please support HB145, which removes certain instances where using deadly force to defend
oneself or another person is not legally justifiable.

Part of being a free human is having the right to use self-defense in any way deemed necessary to
protect oneself, others, or property. We should not have to debate this basic natural right with our
representatives. Please support this bill and repeal RSA 627,4 III.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Mennella
17 Granite St., Hooksett NH 03106
646-610-9858

mailto:amennella1@protonmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 9:31:47 AM
From: Alex
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 9:14:24 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: HB145 Support
Importance: Normal

Honorable Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,

Please support HB145, which removes certain instances where using deadly force to defend
oneself or another person is not legally justifiable.

Part of being a free human is having the right to use self-defense in any way deemed necessary to
protect oneself, others, or property. We should not have to debate this basic natural right with our
representatives. Please support this bill and repeal RSA 627,4 III.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Mennella
17 Granite St., Hooksett NH 03106
646-610-9858

mailto:amennella1@protonmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 10:22:32 AM
From: Carisa Corrow
Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 7:47:19 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Public Comment HB 81, 145, 197
Importance: Normal

Good Morning,

I am unable to attend your public committee meeting today. I've signed in and am opposed to HB
81, HB 145 and HB 197. My opposition comes from a place of concern for human life. These bills
in essence, allow one citizen to becomes judge, jury and executioner all within a matter of
moments. Unfortunately, we have many hateful people in our society that will actively use laws
with language such as HB 81, HB 145, and HB 197 to justify their actions; perpetrators of
domestic violence, vigilantes and white supremacists will see a legal way to kill other human
beings. These laws will also feed into our world of instant gratification, over-hyped reactions, and
increased road rage incidents. They are dangerous to enact, not just for individuals who may be
killed because of them and their families, but for our society.

Thank you,
Carisa Corrow
Penacook

mailto:carisacorrow@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 9:22:14 AM
From: Lois Cote
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 8:34:43 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: FW: Testimony HB 145 from Lois Cote
Importance: Normal
Attachments:
HB145 Cote.docx ;

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

mailto:lcote06@outlook.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us

2/5/2021

NH House Criminal Justice Committee Hearing 





Chairman Abbas and Committee members:

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in opposition to HB 145. My name is Lois Cote, I am a resident of Manchester, a volunteer with Moms Demand Action and I am speaking today to urge you to oppose HB145. 



This bill would repeal Part III of NH RSA 627:4, thereby removing the few statutory prohibitions against the use of deadly force that exist in NH’s self-defense  law.

If HB 145 were passed along with HB 197, NH RSA 627:4 would become a license to kill, authorizing people to shoot first and ask questions later and encouraging the use of deadly force when there are clear and safe alternatives. HB 145 would legally justify the use of deadly force in cases where it’s currently prohibited, including circumstances in which there's an opportunity to safely retreat, when one can surrender property to a person claiming it is theirs, or when a person is the initial aggressor in a confrontation.



These kinds of laws distort public perception of lawful self-defense, and encourage people to use deadly force first and ask questions later. Stand Your Ground laws lead to armed vigilantism[footnoteRef:0] and are associated with increased homicides[footnoteRef:1]. There is disproportionate impact on communities of color, in particular the Black community.  Analysis of the FBI Supplementary Homicide Report, 2014-2018 showed that, for states with Stand Your Ground laws, homicides in which white shooters kill Black victims are deemed justifiable 5 times more frequently than when the situation is reversed.[footnoteRef:2]  These statistics highlight the impact of pervasive implicit bias in this country, which associates minorities, especially Black people, with crime and danger. Last year, one of the recommendations of the report from the Governor’s Commission On Law Enforcement Accountability was for regular, quality implicit bias training.  Last month the Manchester Police Department announced implementation of an excellent program.  There is not a comparable training opportunity available to the general public. [0:  Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, “Stand Your Ground Laws Are A License to Kill,” January 25, 2021, https://everytownresearch.org/report/stand-your-ground-laws-are-a-license-to-kill/.]  [1:  Rosanna Smart et al., “Stand-Your-Ground Laws,” in The Science of Gun Policy: A Critical Synthesis of Research Evidence on the Effects of Gun Policies in the United States, Second Edition (RAND Corporation, 2020), 235–50, www.rand.org/t/RR2088-1; RAND Corporation, “The Effects of Stand-Your-Ground Laws,” April 22, 2020, https://bit.ly/3ay1a1y; RAND Corporation, “Gun Policy Research Review,” Gun Policy in America, accessed December 11, 2020, https://bit.ly/3mEwq1w.]  [2:  Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, “Stand Your Ground Laws Are A License to Kill,” January 25, 2021, https://everytownresearch.org/report/stand-your-ground-laws-are-a-license-to-kill/. ] 




The right to self-defense is already well established in  NH law .  Sadly, New Hampshire has already seen fit to add a dangerous and unnecessary Stand Your Ground law, allowing the use of deadly force when there’s a safe alternative.  The passage of HB145 would only further encourage the use of deadly force in the state by condoning its use where it is unnecessary and, under current law, legally unjustifiable.

 

Please.  Do not pass HB145 into law.





Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 10:24:54 AM
From: Dina Solomon
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 6:58:36 AM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Opposition to HB 81, HB 145, HB 197
Importance: Normal

To The Honorable Members of the NH House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee:

I am writing to discuss my opposition to a set of bills that will be before you for consideration this
coming Friday, February 5th, 2021. HB 81, HB 197, and HB 145 expand "Stand Your Ground"
laws in New Hampshire, and as a NH citizen and a mental health professional, I am strongly
opposed to this kind of legislation and to these bills specifically. These bills respectively expand
the legal use of deadly force for citizens, expand when and where deadly force could be used by
citizens, and they remove the obligation of a citizen to retreat or de-escalate a situation or use a
safe alternative means to violence. We have seen this type of legislation exonerate a grown adult
(George Zimmerman) from the murder of a child (Trayvon Martin). This legislation could serve to
protect people who would do harm to unarmed protestors, which could leave the expression of
free speech up to the whims of extremists. This legislation encourages vigilantism, and it
emboldens people to shoot first and ask questions later. As a mental health professional, I know
that people consistently misread threat. I am deeply concerned that people who are often misread
as threatening, such as people of color and the mentally ill, would be especially vulnerable to
those who might be emboldened by this legislation to take matters into their own hands, and it
would leave these vulnerable populations even more vulnerable than they already are and put them
in grave danger. We have seen across the country that even law enforcement officials who have
training in reading what is threatening and what is not can easily misread threat on the job. Why
would we gamble on the general public who are not trained in reading threat to be able to do so
accurately? I urge you to consider this information based in my professional practice strongly.

Sincerely,

Dina L. Solomon, LICSW

mailto:dsolomonlicsw@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 10:24:55 AM
From: Bridget Goerke
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 5:48:25 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: Testimony: I Oppose HB 197, 81 & 145
Importance: Normal

T oW hom ItM ay Concern,

Iam w ritingasaconcernedcitizenform y N ew Ham pshirecom m unity ofcolorw hofeelsthreatenedby
thesenew billsbeingbroughtforthintothe2021 session,sim ilartotheonethatkilledT rayvonM artin,
onesthatw ouldjustify killingsom eoneatw ill,shouldyou perceivethem tobeathreat.

T hesebillsareagrotesqueuseofpow eragainstcitizensanddoesnotem phasizetheim portanceofusing
de-escalationtechniquesorothersafealternatives.HB 197couldpotentially beusedtojustify shootingat
unarm edprotestors,w hom havetherighttoorganizeandprotest.

T hereshouldbenoL AW thatdeem sitokay foranotherhum anbeingtom akethedecisiontokillanother
hum anbeing.T hatispurely subjectiveandcouldleadtoinnocentlivesbeingtaken,justlikesom any have
already.

Istrongly opposethesebillsandsuggestw estartform ingcom m unitiesofcare,ratherthanviolence
tow ardsoneanother.

T hankyou,
BridgetGoerke

M errim ac,M a

mailto:bgoerke@outlook.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us


Archived: Monday, February 15, 2021 9:31:47 AM
From: Anne Hunnewell
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2021 5:21:18 PM
To: ~House Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Subject: HB 145
Importance: Normal

___________________________________
Dear Members of the Criminal Justice Committee,

I am also opposed to this bill for the following reasons.

We have the “Stand Your Ground” law already.

It is another example of expanding the use of deadly force!

We should be passing laws and funding groups that support safe alternatives to de escalating situations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Anne Hunnewell
Holderness, NH

mailto:ahunne@roadrunner.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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Dear Members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,

I oppose HB 81, 197, and 145.

The second amendment guarantees the right to bear arms and we use that as an excuse to avoid regulating firearms when in fact they are very
dangerous and while they can be used for competitive sport, they are mostly designed to kill. These laws use fear in an argument to say
whenever any gun owner, no training required, feels threatened in any way, they may fire away with a device which has been carefully
engineered to do deadly damage to animal ( humans are animals) tissue.

We don’t allow highly trained police and military personnel to use deadly force without reviewing all available options. A citizen without that
training is going to make fear driven mistakes which could be possibly be avoided if they knew going into a situation that they could go to jail
if they act inappropriately. These laws take away that safeguard.

In contrast we also have the constitutional right to vote. NH legislators are currently pushing several bills that will make it more difficult to
vote, reducing ways to enjoy that right when there is no proof that voter voter fraud exists in any meaningful way. They say the threat of
punishment will make people think twice about committing voter fraud. Easily available evidence shows that violent gun deaths occur 10,000
more times annually in the United States than individual cases of voter fraud.

What should we be making it easier to do?

Kind regards,

Jay Newton
128 Cotton Hill Road
Gilford, NH 03249
jjnewt@gmail.com
508 254 1286

mailto:jjaynewton@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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To the Committee-

I am writing in opposition to HB 145. We need to strengthen gun violence prevention laws, and the majority
of NH citizens agree. NH's "Stand Your Ground" laws are already some of the most lax in the nation, they
must not be expanded.

Please vote in opposition to this bill.

Sincerely,

Keith F Thompson
Nashua, NH

mailto:kthomp0909@aol.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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Dear House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee members,

I am enclosing a copy of my testimony against HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145 that will be heard in
Committee on February 5, 2021. I plan on presenting this testimony for your attention on 2/5/21.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Yours truly,

Leonard Korn MD
lenkorn.md@gmail.com

mailto:leonardkorn.md@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:michael.padmore@nhms.org
mailto:James.Potter@nhms.org
mailto:patrick.a.ho@hitchcock.org
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Testimony on HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145, Acts to expand 	“Stand Your Ground” laws

NH House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee

February 5, 2021



By Leonard Korn MD, for the New Hampshire Medical Society 	and the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society



My name is Dr. Leonard Korn.  I am a psychiatrist from Portsmouth NH where I have practiced since 1974.  I also represent the New Hampshire Medical Society (NHMS) and the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society (NHPS), as past president and current member of the Executive Councils of both professional societies.  We strongly oppose the expansion of “Stand Your Ground” laws represented by HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145.



I have been throughout my career as a psychiatrist professionally involved in issues related to violence.  In addition, I have been Chair of the Subcommittee on Violence as a Public Health Issue of the NHMS since 2013. 



Psychiatrists and physicians in general are intimately involved in issues of violence as we treat as psychiatrists patients who are potentially or actually violent and as general physicians we of course treat those who are victims of violence in our emergency rooms, hospitals, surgical suites and offices.  Many of us also study the precursors or causes of violence, and that has been in particular the focus of my efforts at a state and national level for the last eight years.  It is in that context and from that perspective that I have become very concerned with the recent advent of “Stand Your Ground” laws like the one currently in effect in New Hampshire since 2011 and of the expansion laws HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145 that are the subject of this hearing.



“Stand Your Ground” laws are a relatively new and controversial concept, creating a defense for murder that never existed before.  Killing in civilian life has always been reserved for situations where one’s life is in grave danger.  “Stand Your Ground” laws change that dynamic fundamentally, so that killing another person becomes justifiable or defensible in circumstances of a subjective nature, where being threatened or feeling threatened is enough of a reason to kill, where other non-violent methods such as escape or retreat do not have to be considered.  Unfortunately, “Stand Your Ground” laws are really a license to kill laws.  These laws are a “slippery slope” that we should avoid, because these laws are ill defined and ultimately extremely dangerous.  The killing of Trayvon Williams by George Zimmerman in Florida is the most telling example of where this type of ill-conceived law leads us.



[bookmark: _GoBack]I realize that HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145 are not laws to repeal the current “Stand Your Ground” law in New Hampshire but rather expansion laws to make the killing of others more easily defensible in a variety of circumstances.  The point that I am trying to make is that making laws to make it easier to kill others is neither safe and nor justified.  Indeed, “Stand Your Ground laws upend centuries of legal tradition, emboldening individuals to use deadly force in public even when safe retreat from the situation is possible or when non-lethal force would suffice.  As such, these laws allow individuals to use lethal force as a first step, rather than as a last resort.  Because of this, these laws are referred to as Shoot First laws.” (Giffords Law Center). 



I am sorry we don’t have statistics re the effect of the “Stand Your Ground” laws in New Hampshire, but there are statistics for these laws in other states.  In particular, “Stand Your Ground” laws in Florida have escalated violence in that state.  Let me share just a few of the statistics indicating dramatic increases in murder rates in Florida as a result of their “Stand Your Ground” laws.



1. 32% increase in firearm homicide rates and a 24% increase in overall homicide rates. Humphreys, Gasparrini and Weibe, JAMA Internal Medicine 177, no.1 (2017): 44-50.

2. “Stand Your Ground” laws increased both justifiable and unlawful homicide rates. Ibid, same.

3. In 79% of Florida “Stand Your Ground” cases, the assailant could have retreated to avoid the confrontation, and in 68% of cases, the person killed was unarmed. Robert A. Spitzer, The New York Times, May 4, 2015.

4. Other studies have shown that in any given month 30-50 people across the country are killed as a result of “Stand Your Ground” laws, and they are associated with an increase of 8% overall in the US in firearm homicides along with significant increases in firearm injuries resulting in emergency room visits and hospitalizations (references available upon request).  



In summary the expansion of “Stand Your Ground” laws in New Hampshire with HB 81. HB 197 and HB 145 are not advisable, as they will increase and escalate violence and murder.  Please join the New Hampshire Medical Society and the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society in rejecting the reckless expansion of “Stand Your Ground” laws.



Thank you for your careful attention to these issues.
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2/5/2021

NH House Criminal Justice Committee Hearing 





Chairman Abbas and Committee members:

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in opposition to HB 145. My name is Lois Cote, I am a resident of Manchester, a volunteer with Moms Demand Action and I am speaking today to urge you to oppose HB145. 



This bill would repeal Part III of NH RSA 627:4, thereby removing the few statutory prohibitions against the use of deadly force that exist in NH’s self-defense  law.

If HB 145 were passed along with HB 197, NH RSA 627:4 would become a license to kill, authorizing people to shoot first and ask questions later and encouraging the use of deadly force when there are clear and safe alternatives. HB 145 would legally justify the use of deadly force in cases where it’s currently prohibited, including circumstances in which there's an opportunity to safely retreat, when one can surrender property to a person claiming it is theirs, or when a person is the initial aggressor in a confrontation.



These kinds of laws distort public perception of lawful self-defense, and encourage people to use deadly force first and ask questions later. Stand Your Ground laws lead to armed vigilantism[footnoteRef:0] and are associated with increased homicides[footnoteRef:1]. There is disproportionate impact on communities of color, in particular the Black community.  Analysis of the FBI Supplementary Homicide Report, 2014-2018 showed that, for states with Stand Your Ground laws, homicides in which white shooters kill Black victims are deemed justifiable 5 times more frequently than when the situation is reversed.[footnoteRef:2]  These statistics highlight the impact of pervasive implicit bias in this country, which associates minorities, especially Black people, with crime and danger. Last year, one of the recommendations of the report from the Governor’s Commission On Law Enforcement Accountability was for regular, quality implicit bias training.  Last month the Manchester Police Department announced implementation of an excellent program.  There is not a comparable training opportunity available to the general public. [0:  Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, “Stand Your Ground Laws Are A License to Kill,” January 25, 2021, https://everytownresearch.org/report/stand-your-ground-laws-are-a-license-to-kill/.]  [1:  Rosanna Smart et al., “Stand-Your-Ground Laws,” in The Science of Gun Policy: A Critical Synthesis of Research Evidence on the Effects of Gun Policies in the United States, Second Edition (RAND Corporation, 2020), 235–50, www.rand.org/t/RR2088-1; RAND Corporation, “The Effects of Stand-Your-Ground Laws,” April 22, 2020, https://bit.ly/3ay1a1y; RAND Corporation, “Gun Policy Research Review,” Gun Policy in America, accessed December 11, 2020, https://bit.ly/3mEwq1w.]  [2:  Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, “Stand Your Ground Laws Are A License to Kill,” January 25, 2021, https://everytownresearch.org/report/stand-your-ground-laws-are-a-license-to-kill/. ] 




The right to self-defense is already well established in  NH law .  Sadly, New Hampshire has already seen fit to add a dangerous and unnecessary Stand Your Ground law, allowing the use of deadly force when there’s a safe alternative.  The passage of HB145 would only further encourage the use of deadly force in the state by condoning its use where it is unnecessary and, under current law, legally unjustifiable.

 

Please.  Do not pass HB145 into law.
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Dear House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee members,

I am enclosing a copy of my testimony against HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145 that will be heard in
Committee on February 5, 2021. I plan on presenting this testimony for your attention on 2/5/21.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Yours truly,

Leonard Korn MD
lenkorn.md@gmail.com

mailto:leonardkorn.md@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:michael.padmore@nhms.org
mailto:James.Potter@nhms.org
mailto:patrick.a.ho@hitchcock.org
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Testimony on HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145, Acts to expand 	“Stand Your Ground” laws

NH House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee

February 5, 2021



By Leonard Korn MD, for the New Hampshire Medical Society 	and the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society



My name is Dr. Leonard Korn.  I am a psychiatrist from Portsmouth NH where I have practiced since 1974.  I also represent the New Hampshire Medical Society (NHMS) and the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society (NHPS), as past president and current member of the Executive Councils of both professional societies.  We strongly oppose the expansion of “Stand Your Ground” laws represented by HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145.



I have been throughout my career as a psychiatrist professionally involved in issues related to violence.  In addition, I have been Chair of the Subcommittee on Violence as a Public Health Issue of the NHMS since 2013. 



Psychiatrists and physicians in general are intimately involved in issues of violence as we treat as psychiatrists patients who are potentially or actually violent and as general physicians we of course treat those who are victims of violence in our emergency rooms, hospitals, surgical suites and offices.  Many of us also study the precursors or causes of violence, and that has been in particular the focus of my efforts at a state and national level for the last eight years.  It is in that context and from that perspective that I have become very concerned with the recent advent of “Stand Your Ground” laws like the one currently in effect in New Hampshire since 2011 and of the expansion laws HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145 that are the subject of this hearing.



“Stand Your Ground” laws are a relatively new and controversial concept, creating a defense for murder that never existed before.  Killing in civilian life has always been reserved for situations where one’s life is in grave danger.  “Stand Your Ground” laws change that dynamic fundamentally, so that killing another person becomes justifiable or defensible in circumstances of a subjective nature, where being threatened or feeling threatened is enough of a reason to kill, where other non-violent methods such as escape or retreat do not have to be considered.  Unfortunately, “Stand Your Ground” laws are really a license to kill laws.  These laws are a “slippery slope” that we should avoid, because these laws are ill defined and ultimately extremely dangerous.  The killing of Trayvon Williams by George Zimmerman in Florida is the most telling example of where this type of ill-conceived law leads us.



[bookmark: _GoBack]I realize that HB 81, HB 197 and HB 145 are not laws to repeal the current “Stand Your Ground” law in New Hampshire but rather expansion laws to make the killing of others more easily defensible in a variety of circumstances.  The point that I am trying to make is that making laws to make it easier to kill others is neither safe and nor justified.  Indeed, “Stand Your Ground laws upend centuries of legal tradition, emboldening individuals to use deadly force in public even when safe retreat from the situation is possible or when non-lethal force would suffice.  As such, these laws allow individuals to use lethal force as a first step, rather than as a last resort.  Because of this, these laws are referred to as Shoot First laws.” (Giffords Law Center). 



I am sorry we don’t have statistics re the effect of the “Stand Your Ground” laws in New Hampshire, but there are statistics for these laws in other states.  In particular, “Stand Your Ground” laws in Florida have escalated violence in that state.  Let me share just a few of the statistics indicating dramatic increases in murder rates in Florida as a result of their “Stand Your Ground” laws.



1. 32% increase in firearm homicide rates and a 24% increase in overall homicide rates. Humphreys, Gasparrini and Weibe, JAMA Internal Medicine 177, no.1 (2017): 44-50.

2. “Stand Your Ground” laws increased both justifiable and unlawful homicide rates. Ibid, same.

3. In 79% of Florida “Stand Your Ground” cases, the assailant could have retreated to avoid the confrontation, and in 68% of cases, the person killed was unarmed. Robert A. Spitzer, The New York Times, May 4, 2015.

4. Other studies have shown that in any given month 30-50 people across the country are killed as a result of “Stand Your Ground” laws, and they are associated with an increase of 8% overall in the US in firearm homicides along with significant increases in firearm injuries resulting in emergency room visits and hospitalizations (references available upon request).  



In summary the expansion of “Stand Your Ground” laws in New Hampshire with HB 81. HB 197 and HB 145 are not advisable, as they will increase and escalate violence and murder.  Please join the New Hampshire Medical Society and the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society in rejecting the reckless expansion of “Stand Your Ground” laws.



Thank you for your careful attention to these issues.
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February 5, 2021

To: Chair Rep. Abbas and House Criminal Justice & Public Safety Committee
members
From: Melissa Bernardin, Concord
Re: HB 145, HB 197, HB 81 – OPPOSE

Dear Committee:

I urge you to vote ITL on HB 145, HB 197, and HB 81. These bills are an attack on
our constitutional rights and they are racist.

I am an almost lifelong resident of NH, a homeowner and a taxpayer. I am active
in civic life and share my pride in making our state and country a better place
sometimes through standing with others in public with signs, sometimes marching
and chanting. I’ve never seen violence initiated by protestors and rallygoers that I
associate with in NH. That doesn’t mean it never happens –but it almost never
happens.

There is a reason why free speech and the right to assemble is the FIRST
AMENDMENT to our United States Constitution. NUMBER 1. These “Killat
W ill”bills wou ld effec tively take away ou rFirstA m end m entrights because
any person in New Hampshire could say “I felt intimidated” by a gathering of
individuals and to commit homicide. To take a life. This is horrifying to me.

These bills are also an attack on freedom of movement and freedom to travel. A
racist could say they felt threatened by a person with a different skin tone who was
walking through their neighborhood or driving a car down their street. These “Kill
atW ill”bills are rac ist.

Please vote them down.

Sincerely,

Melissa Bernardin
Concord

mailto:melissabernardin7@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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Dear Chair Abbas and House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee

members,

Please oppose HB 145, HB 197, and HB 81.

I have a son with autism, and I fear for his life given all the armed members
of our state. What if my child mistakenly "threatened" a person simply
because he couldn't hear or understand someone? Is it ok to shoot a young
man with autism just because he has trouble communicating?

Please keep people like my son safe and oppose HB 145, HB 197, and HB 81.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

M. Hinebauch
Concord, NH 03301
6032244866

mailto:mmhinebauch@yahoo.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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Dear House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Members,

I write in opposition of HB 145 as a proud Granite Stater and volunteer with Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America. This expansion of this Stand Your Ground law entirely removes
the already narrow situations where use of lethal force is not justified and undermines the safety
of New Hampshire residents.

The literature indicates that Stand Your Ground laws are antithetical to public safety in that they
lead to an increase in violence by guns. Additionally they leave open the dangerous possibility of
armed vigilantism - a terrifying prospect in today's political landscape. Also they carry a
horrifying racist dimension --research shows that when White shooters kill Black victims the
resulting homicides are considered justifiable far more frequently than when the shooter is Black
and the victim White.

I hope that you will stand up for all Granite Staters in full-throated opposition to HB 145. Please
do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Respectfully submitted,
Maya L. Singh
140 Thornton Street, Portsmouth NH 03801

mailto:mayalynnsingh@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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Dear Members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,

I oppose HB 81, 197, and 145.

The second amendment guarantees the right to bear arms and we use that as an excuse to avoid regulating firearms when in fact they are very
dangerous and while they can be used for competitive sport, they are mostly designed to kill. These laws use fear in an argument to say
whenever any gun owner, no training required, feels threatened in any way, they may fire away with a device which has been carefully
engineered to do deadly damage to animal ( humans are animals) tissue.

We don’t allow highly trained police and military personnel to use deadly force without reviewing all available options. A citizen without that
training is going to make fear driven mistakes which could be possibly be avoided if they knew going into a situation that they could go to jail
if they act inappropriately. These laws take away that safeguard.

In contrast we also have the constitutional right to vote. NH legislators are currently pushing several bills that will make it more difficult to
vote, reducing ways to enjoy that right when there is no proof that voter voter fraud exists in any meaningful way. They say the threat of
punishment will make people think twice about committing voter fraud. Easily available evidence shows that violent gun deaths occur 10,000
more times annually in the United States than individual cases of voter fraud.

What should we be making it easier to do?

Kind regards,

Jay Newton
128 Cotton Hill Road
Gilford, NH 03249
jjnewt@gmail.com
508 254 1286

mailto:jjaynewton@gmail.com
mailto:HouseCriminalJusticeandPublicSafety@leg.state.nh.us
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To the Members of the NH House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee:

I wish to express my complete opposition to HB 81, HB 197, and HB 145.
I am a pacifist. I do not believe that the use of violence is the first or only choice available to us to
resolve conflict.

HB 81
Consider this situation: an individual approaches a private residence to solicit census information,
or for a town survey, or to campaign for a political candidate. The resident doesn't like the
individual for whatever reason and shoots the individual.
If there is no witness to the murder, this bill, if enacted as law, would completely block the
prosecution of the resident. Such protection under the law is criminal.

HB 197 & HB 145
"Why do we kill people who kill people in order to teach people not to kill people?"
Less violence, less opportunity for violence, less justification of violence, less tacit acceptance of
violence is what we need at every level of society.
If violence and guns could solve our political, social, economic, moral, and personal issues we
would be living in paradise right now. We have more guns per capita than any other nation in the
world. It is ludicrous.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinions.
There are a lot of us in NH who do not own guns, do not want guns in our towns and in our state.
If you only listen to the NRA and the 2nd Amendment activists, you only hear one side of the
story.

Pamela R. Hanson

T hisem ailhasbeencheckedforvirusesby Avastantivirussoftw are.
w w w .avast.com
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HB 145 - AS INTRODUCED 

2021 SESSION 
21-0281 
04/05 

HOUSE BILL 	145 

AN ACT 	relative to physical force in defense of a person. 

SPONSORS: 	Rep. Abramson, Rock. 37 

COMMITTEE: Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

ANALYSIS 

This bill removes certain instances where using deadly force to defend oneself or another person 
is not legally justifiable. 

Explanation: 	Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 
Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.] 
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 



HB 145 - AS INTRODUCED 
21-0281 
04/05 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty One 

AN ACT 
	

relative to physical force in defense of a person. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

1 	1 Repeal. RSA 627:4, III, relative to certain instances in which the use of deadly force in 

2 	defense of oneself or another person is not legally justifiable, is repealed. 

3 	2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 
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