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SB 272-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2019 SESSION
19-0921
01/03

SENATE BILL 272-FN

AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

SPONSORS: Sen. Morgan, Dist 23; Sen. Bradley, Dist 3; Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen.
Chandley, Dist 11; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Feltes, Dist 15; Sen. Fuller
Clark, Dist 21; Sen. Kahn, Dist 10; Sen. Levesque, Dist 12; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18;
Sen. Watters, Dist 4 .

COMMITTEE: Commerce

ANALYSIS

This bill authorizes the insurance commissioner to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 and requires the commissioner to
examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health maintenance
organizations for compliance.

Explanation: Matter added to eurrent law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-and-struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 272-FN - AS INTRODUCED
19-0921
01/03

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Illnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, II to read as
follows:

II. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each insurer that issues or renews any
policy of [greup] accident or health insurance and each nonprofit health service corporation under
RSA 420-A and health maintenance organization under RSA 420-B providing benefits for disease or
sickness in the state of New Hampshire shall provide benefits for treatment and diagnosis of certain
biclogically-based mental illnesses under the same terms and conditions and which are no less
extensive than coverage provided for any other type of health care for physical illness.

2 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Illnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, V to read as
follows:

V. The commissioner shail have the authority to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (the Act), including any
amendments thereto and any federal rules adopted thereunder, and may adopt rules, under
RSA 541-A, as may be necessary to effectuate any provisions of the [Mental-Health-Pearity Aet—of
2008] Aect that relate to the business of insurance.

V-a. Under examination authority in RSA 400-A:37, the commissioner shall
periodically examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and
health maintenance organizations for compliance with this chapter and with the Act.
Such examination and evaluation shall include provider reimbursement rates. The result
of such examinations and evaluations shall be made public to the fullest extent allowed
under RSA 400-A:37.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2020.



LBAO

19-0921
1/25/19
SB 272-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS INTRODUCED
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ 1County [X] Local [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE:. FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023
Appropriation $0 30 $0 £0
Revenue $0 $0 ) $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures
Increase Increage Increase _Increase

Funding Source: [ X] General [ 1Education [ ]1Highway [ }Other

LOCAL:

Revenue. $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This bill amends RSA 417-E:1 to authorize the Commissioner of the Insurance Department fo
enforce federal law which prohibits group health plans and health insurance issuers that

provide mental health or substance use disorder benefits from imposing less favorable benefit
The bill also requires the

Commissioner to periodically evaluate certain parties to determine compliance and make those

Hmitations on those benefits than on medical/surgical henefits.
| evaluations public.

The Insurance Department assumes that issuers have already incorporated the requirements of
the federal law into their policy deaigns and it does not anticipate any fiscal impact to costs for
premiums or premium tax revenue. The Department states there may be an increase to state
expenditures to the extent it will need to contract services in order to perform required
examinations and evaluations, but the Department did not provide a cost estimate for these

gservices,

The Department of Administrative Services does not anticipate a fiscal impact to the State
Health Benefit Plan for Employees and Retirees because it is a self-insured plan and not subject

to managed care law,

~

The New Hampshire Municipal Association states this bill may impact health insurance rates



paid by municipalities but does not have the information to determine the fiscal impact if any.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association, and Insurance

Department



SB 272-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
02/21/2019 0391s

2019 SESSION
19-0921
01/03
SENATE BILL 272-FN
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
SPONSORS: Sen. Morgan, Dist 23; Sen. Bradley, Dist 3; Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen.

Chandley, Dist 11; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Feltes, Dist 15; Sen. Fuller
Clark, Dist 21; Sen. Kahn, Dist 10; Sen. Levesque, Dist 12; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18;
Sen. Watters, Dist 4

COMMITTEE: Commerce

ANALYSIS

This bill authorizes the insurance commissioner to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 and requires the commissioner to
examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health maintenance
organizations for compliance.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [tr-brackets-and-struckihrough] .
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 272-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
02/21/2019 0391s 19-0921
01/03

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Illnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, I to read as
follows:

II. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each insurer that issues or renews any
policy of [greup] accident or health insurance and each nonprofit health service corporation under
RSA 420-A and health maintenance organization under RSA 420-B providing benefits for disease or
sickness in the state of New Hampshire shall provide benefits for treatment and diagnosis of certain
biologicaliy-based mental illnesses under the same terms and conditions and which are no less
extensive than coverage provided for any other type of health care for physical illness.

2 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Tllnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, V to read as
follows: _

V. The commissioner sh:;ll have the authority to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (the Act), including any
amendments thereto and any federal rules adopted thereunder, and may adopt rules, under
RSA 541-A, as may be necessary to effectuate any provisions of the [Mentel-Health Paritv—Act—of
20068] Act that relate to the business of insurance.

V-a. Under examination outhority in RSA 400-A:37, the commissioner shall
periodically examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health
maintenance organizations for compliance with this chapter and with the act. Such
examination and evaluation shall include provider reimbursement practices. The result of
such examinations and evaluations shall be made public to the fullest extent allowed

under RSA 400-A:37.
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2020.



LBAO

19-0921
Amended 2/22/19

SB 272-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE (AMENDMENT #2019-0391s)

ANACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County [ X] Loeal [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023
Appropriation $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures
Increase __Increase Increase Increase

Funding Source: [ X] General [ ]1Education [ ]Highway [ ] Other

LOCAL:

Revenue $0 $0 $0 80
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This bill amends RSA 417-E:1 to authorize the Commissioner of the Insurance Department to
enforce federal law which prohibits group health plans and health insurance issuers that provide
mental health or substance use disorder benefits from imposing less favorable benefit limitations
on those benefits than on medical/surgical benefits. The bill also requires the Commissioner to

periodically evaluate certain parties to determine compliance and make those evaluations public.

- The Insurance Department assumes that issuers have already incorporated the requirements of

the federal law into their policy designs and it does not anticipate any fiscal impact to costs for
premiums or premium tax revenue. The Department states there may be an increase to state
expenditures to the extent it will need to contract services in order to perform required
examinations and evaluations, but the Department did not provide a cost estimate for these

services.

The Department of Administrative Services does not anticipate a fiscal impaect to the State
Health Benefit Plan for Employees and Retirees because it is a self-insured plan and not subject

to managed care law.



The New Hampshire Municipal Association states this bill may impact health insurance rates

paid by municipalities but does not have the information to determine the fiscal impact if any.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:
Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association, and Insurance

Department



LBAO
19-0921
Amended 2/22/19

SB 272-FN FISCAL NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE (AMENDMENT #2019-0391s)

AN ACT ' relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County [ X]Local [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023
Appropriation $0 %0 30 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures
_Increase Increase Increase Increase

Funding Source: [X]General [ ]Education - [ ]Highway [ ]Other

LOCAL:

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This bill amends RSA. 417-E:1 to authorize the Commissioner of the Insurance Department to
enforce federal law which prohibits group health plans and health insurance issuers that provide
mental health or substance use disorder benefits from imposing less favorable benefit limitations
on those benefits than on medical/surgical benefits. The bill also requires the Commissioner to

periodically evaluate certain parties to determine compliance and make those evaluations public.

The Insurance Department assumes that issuers have already incorporated the requirements of
the federal law into their policy designs and it does not anticipate any fiscal impact to costs for
premiums or premium tax revenue. The Department states there may be an increase to state
expenditures to the extent it will need to contract services in order to perform required
examinations and evaluations, but the Department did not provide a cost estimate for these

services.

The Department of Administrative Services does not anticipate a fiscal impact to the State
Health Benefit Plan for Employees and Retirees because it is a self-insured plan and not subject

to managed care law.




The New Hampshire Municipal Association states this bill may impact health insurance rates

paid by municipalities but does not have the information to determine the fiscal impact if any.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:
Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association, and Insurance

Department



SB 272-FN - FINAL VERSION
02/21/2019 0391s

2019 SESSION
19-0921
01/03
SENATE BILL 272-FN
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
SPONSORS: Sen. Morgan, Dist 23; Sen. Bradley, Dist 3; Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen.

. Chandley, Dist 11; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Feltes, Dist 15; Sen. Fuller
Clark, Dist 21; Sen. Kahn, Dist 10; Sen. Levesque, Dist 12; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18;
Sen. Watters, Dist 4 :

COMMITTEX: Commerce

ANALYSIS

This bill authorizes the insurance commissioner to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 and requires the commissioner to
examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health maintenance
organizations for compliance. .

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears fin-brackets-and struckihrough]
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 272-FN - FINAL VERSION
02/21/2019 0391s 19-0921

01/03
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Illnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, II to read as
follows:

II. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each insurer that issues or renews any
policy of [greup] accident or health insurance and each nonprofit health service corporation under
RSA 420-A and health maintenance organization under RSA 420-B providing benefits for disease or
sickness in the state of New Hampshire shall provide benefits for treatment and diagnosis of certain
biologically-based mental illnesses under the same terms and conditions and which are no less
extensive than coverage provided for any other type of health care for physical illness.

2 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Illnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, V to read as
follows:

V. The commissioner shall have the authority to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (the Act), including any
amendments thereto and any federal rules adopted thereunder, and may adopt rules, under
RSA 541-A, as may be nécessary to effectuate any provisions of the Mental-Health Parity Aet—of
2008] Act that relate to the business of insurance.

V-a. Under examination authority in RSA 400-A:37, the commissioner shall
periodically examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health
maintenance organizations for compliance with this chapter and with the Act. Such
examination and evaluation shall include provider reimbursement practices. The result of
such examinations and evaluations shall be made public to the fullest extent allowed
under RSA 400-A:37.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2020.



LBAO

19-0921
Amended 2/22/19

SB 272-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE (AMENDMENT #2019-0391s)

AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
FISCALIMPACT: [X] State [ ]County [X] Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / {Decrease)

STATE: FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023
Appropriation %0 $0 $0 $0
Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0

. Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures -

‘ Increase Increase Increase Increase
Funding Source: [ X1 General [ ]Education [ ]1Highway [ ] Other -
LOCAL:

Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
METHODOLOGY:

This bill amends RSA 417-E:1 to authorize the Commissioner of the Insurance Department to
enforce federal law which prohibits group health plans and health insurance issuers that provide
mental health or substance use disorder benefits from imposing less favorable benefit limitations
on those benefits than on medical/surgical benefits. The bill also requires the Commissioner to

pericdically evaluate certain parties to determine compliance and make those evaluations public.

The Insurance Department assumes that issuers have already incorporated the requirements of
the federal law into their policy designs and it does not anticipate any fiseal impact to costs for
premiums or premium tax revenue. The Department states there may be an increase to state
expenditures to the extent it will need to contrac-t services in order to perform required
examinations and evaluations, but the Department did not provide a cost estimate for these

services.

The Department of Administrative Services does not anticipate a fiscal impact to the State
Health Benefit Plan for Employees and Retirees because it is a self-insured plan and not subject

to managed care law.



The New Hampshire Municipal Association states this bill may impact health insurance rates

paid by municipalities but does not have the information to determine the fiscal impact if any.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:
Department of Administrative Services, New Hampshire Municipal Association, and Insurance

Department



CHAPTER 283
SB 272-FN - FINAL VERSION
02/21/2019 0391s

2019 SESSION
19-0921
01/03
SENATE BILL 272-FN
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
SPONSORS: Sen. Morgan, Dist 23; Sen. Bradley, Dist 3; Sen. Cavanaugh, Dist 16; Sen.

Chandley, Dist 11; Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Feltes, Dist 15; Sen. Fuller
Clark, Dist 21; Sen. Kahn, Dist 10; Sen. Levesque, Dist 12; Sen. Soucy, Dist 18;
Sen. Watters, Dist 4

COMMITTEE: Commerce

ANALYSIS

This bill authorizes the insurance commissioner to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 and requires the commissioner to
examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health maintenance
organizations for compliance.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbracketsand struekthrousgh)

Matter which is either (a} all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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CHAPTER 283
SB 272-FN - FINAL VERSION
02/21/2019 0391s 19-0921

01/03
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen
AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

283:1 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Ilinesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, IT to read
as follows:

II. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each insurer that issues br renews any
policy of [sreup] accident or health insurance and each nonprofit health service corporation under
RSA 420-A and health maintenance organization under RSA 420-B providing benefits for disease or
sickness in the state of New Hampshire shall provide benefits for treatment and diagnosis of certain
biologically-based mental illnesses under the same terms and conditions and which are no less
extensive than coverage provided for any other type of health care for physical iliness.

283:2 Coverage for Certain Biologically-Based Mental Illnesses. Amend RSA 417-E:1, V to read
as follows:

V. The commissioner shall have the authority to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (the Act), including any
amendments thereto and any federal rules adopted thereunder, and may adopt rules, under
RSA 541-A, as may be necessary to effectuate any provisions of the [Mental Health-Parity Aet—of
2008] Act that relate to the business of insurance.

V-a. Under examination authority in RSA 400-A:37, the commissioner shall
periodically examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health
maintenance organizations for compliance with this chapter and with the Act. Such
examination and evaluation shall include provider reimbursement practices. The result of
such examinations and evaluations shall be made public to the fullest extent allowed
under RSA 400-4:37.

283:3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2020.

Approved: July 19, 2019
Effective Date: January 01, 2020



Amendments
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Commerce
February 8, 2019
2019-0391s

01/04

Amendment to SB 272-FN

Amend RSA 417-E:1, V-a as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

V-a. Under examination authority in RSA 400-A:37, the commissioner shall
periodically examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and
health maintenance organizations for compliance with this chapter and with the act.
Such examination and evaluation shall include provider reimbursement practices. The
result of such examinations and evaluations shall be made public to the fullest extent
allowed under RSA 400-A:37.



Committee
Minutes



AMENDED
SENATE CALENDAR NOTICE

Commerce
Sen Kevin Cavanaugh, Chair
Sen Jon Morgan, Vice Chair
Sen Donna Soucy, Member
Sen Chuck Morse, Member
Sen Harold French, Member

Date: January 30, 2019
HEARINGS
Tuesday ' 02/05/2019
(Day) ' (Date)
Commerce SH 100 1:00 p.m.
{Name of Committee) (Place) (Time)
1:00 p.m. SB 193-FN prohibiting the sale of certain furniture and carpeting with flame
retardant chemicals.

1:30 p.m. SB 151-FN establishing an administrative hearing procedure and penalty for an

employer who fails to make payment of wages or who fails to secure
workers' compensation coverage.,

1:45 p.m. SB 250-FN relative to forgery of a certificate of insurance.

2:00 p.m. SB 252-FN relative to the detection and prevention of financial exploitation of
vulnerable adults.

2:30 p.m. SB 272-FN relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

2:45 p.m. SB 249-FN including the legislature as a public employer under the public

employee labor relations act.

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY FOLLOW



Sponsors:
SB 193-FN
Sen. Watters
Sen. Chandley
Rep. Danielson
SB 151-FN
Sen, Feltes

SB 250-FN
Sen. Morgan
SB 252-FN
Sen. Soucy
Sen. Kahn

SB 249-FN
Sen. Cavanaugh
SB 272-FN
Sen. Morgan
Sen. D'Allesandro
Sen. Levesque

Sen. Sherman
Sen. Levesque
Rep. Doucette

Rep. Ley

Sen. Chandley
Sen. Giuda

Sen. Bradley
Sen. Feltes
Sen. Soucy

Laura Bryant 271-1403

Sen. Cavanaugh
Sen. Hennessey
Rep. Lunean

Rep. Chirichiello

Sen. Sherman

Sen. Cavanaugh
Sen. Fuller Clark
Sen. Watters

Sen. Kahn
Rep. Goley

Rep. Baroody

Sen. Rosenwald

Sen. Chandley
Sen. Kahn

Kevin Cavanaugh

Chairman



Senate Commerce Committee
Laura Bryant 271-1403

SB 272-FN, relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
Hearing Date:  February 5, 2019
Time Opened: 2:39 p.m. Time Closed: 3:03 p.m.

Members of the Committee Present: Senators Cavanaugh, Morgan, Soucy, Morse
and French

Members of the Committee Absent : None

Bill Analysis:This bill authorizes the insurance commaissioner to enforce the Paul
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008
and requires the commissioner to examine and evaluate health insurers, health service
corporations, and health maintenance organizations for compliance.

Sponsors:

Sen. Morgan Sen. Bradley Sen. Cavanaugh
Sen. Chandley Sen. D'Allesandro Sen. Feltes

Sen. Fuller Clark Sen. Kahn Sen. Levesque
Sen. Soucy Sen, Watters

Who supports the bill: Louise Spencer, Liz Anne Platt, Deborah Jakubowski,
Dennis Jakubowski, Maura Willins, Senator Martha Fuller-Clark, Senator Donna
Soucy, Senator Jay Kahn, Susan Paschell with the NH Community of Behavioral
Health Assoc., Paula Rogers with Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, Marcia Garber,
Elizabeth Corell, Kathy Cahill, Senator Dan Feltes, Jake Berry with New Futures

Who opposes the bill: None
Who is neutral on the bill: Jennifer Patterson with NHID
Summary of testimony presented:
Senator Soucy for Senator Morgan:
e Senator Soucy stated that Senator Morgan worked with the NH Department of
Insurance on the language of the bill and that it ensures the enactment of what

1s known in other states as the Wellstone Act which creates mental health
parity.

Page 1



Jennifer Patterson, Director of Health Policy for the NH Insurance
Department:

e Patterson stated that although federal mental health parity law has been in
effect and the department has had authority to enforce it, this legislation
clarifies how the department can enforce mental health parity.

» Patterson pointed out that in line 4 of the bill the word "group" is stricken in
order to extend mental healthy parity to the individual market.

¢ Patterson noted that this does not create a new mandate, but puts New
Hampshire law in line with Federal law.

s She said that when the department does a market conduct exam it is intensive
and at times a lengthy process.

Senator Morse asked what are the practices done currently in New Hampshire and is
the state believed to be at parity.
e Patterson responded that parity law is complicated and once the department
has completed it's examinations they will have a clearer idea if it's more
stringent on the mental health services or the medical/surgical side.

Senator Morgan provided clarification when he stated that the bill aims to have New
Hampshire law in line with federal law, aka the Wellstone Act. This will allow the
New Hampshire Insurance Department to evaluate if the Wellstone Act is being
followed in NH, and if there is mental health parity.

LB
Date Hearing Report completed: February 6, 2019

Page 2



Speakers



Senate Commerce Committee
SIGN-IN SHEET, Public Hearing SB 272-FN

Date: 2/5/19 Time: 2:30 p.m

Name/Representing (please print neatly)
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Testimony



mel l |fUtu res. advocate. » educote s colloborote
. ” 'R W N A to improve the health andwellnessofallGramteStaters

February 5, 2019

The Honorable Kevin Cavanaugh, Chair -
Senate Commerce Committee

State House,; Room 100
1107 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Re: New Futures SuPport for SB 272-FN (relative to _mental health parity under the insurance laws),
Dear Senator Cavanaugh and Honorable Members of the Comrmttee

New Fututes apprecmtes the opportunity to, testify in support of SB 272-FN, relatlve to mental
bealth patity under the insurance laws. New Futures is 2 nonpattisan, nonprofit organization that
advocates, educates and collaborates to imptove the health and wellness of all New Hampshire
“residents. In this role; we wotk extensively with policy makers, service providers and families .
afflicted by substance misuse and mental illness to prevent, address and reduce behavioral health
issues in our state. : -

- New Futures stands strongly in support of SB 272—FN as 1t aims to further ensure access to mental

‘health and substance usé treatment services for individuals and families across the Granite State.
Currently, the federal Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity
Act of 2008 (Parity Law) requires health insurance cartiers to achieve coverage parity between
benefits for mental health and substance use dJsorders and medical and surgical benefits.

As proposed, SB 272- FN would strengthen the state’s enforcemient efforts by requiring the N.H.-
‘Insutance Department to periodically complete parity compliance analyses for the fully insured . '_
market. Codified in statute, these teports would go far to ensure that New Hampshire insurers
remain in’ compliance with the federal Parity Law, and that our state provides equal access to mental -
health and substance use treatment for individuals in need. This will help not only to reinforce New
Hampshire’s current response to the ongoing addiction and mental health crises, but will help ensure
that our state maintains 2 robust treatment network capable of addxessmg future public health
epidemics as they emerge.

For these reasons, New Futures respectfully J:equests that the Committee recommend this bill Ought
to Pass. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have quesuons or need addltional information.

jRe‘spectfully submitted,

Jake Betry
Vice President of Pohcy'
New Futures

New Futures » One Eagle Square, Suite 400, Concord, NH 03301 « (6(53) 225-9540 o www.new-futufes,o:;g
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Senate Commerce Committee
EXECUTIVE SESSION RECORD
2019-2020 Session

Bil# SR 277

Hearing date: '}{ 5 |{ lq

Executive Session date:_ 7. ! 6 ! \ G(
Motion of: OT ? Vote: S-0

Committee Member Madeby Second Yes No

Motion of: CtP ow AW :

Comrmttee Member Second

Made by
L]

Sen Morse

ISen. Souey = .

Motion of: Cﬂ/\S’U\/\}C

Commlttee Member

Made by

Sen. Morgan V- Chalr

§ Sen F renCh f e “ A ,,, N
Sen. Morse 1 E/ &
[Sen:-Soucy . . e o[ ] -

Reported out by: MDV?}(D‘N\
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Wednesday, February 13, 2019
THE COMMITTEE ON Commerce
to which was referred SB 272-FN

AN ACT relative to mental health parity under the
insurance laws.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY AVOTE OF: 5.0

AMENDMENT # 2019-0391s

Senator Jon Morgan‘
For the Committee

This bill authorizes the insurance commissioner to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici
Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 and requires the commissioner to examine
and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health maintenance organizations for
compliance. This bill will allow the insurance commissioner to gauge where the state is in terms of
reaching mental health parity and will show what areas need the most improvement as well as
which areas are prospering. The adopted amendment allows the department of insurance to
properly assess provider practices and how those factor into achieving mental health parity.

Laura Bryant 271-1403



FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

COMMERCE

SB 272-FN, relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0.

Senator Jon Morgan for the committee.

This bill authorizes the insurance commissioner to enforce the Paul Wellstone and Pete
Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 and requires the
commissioner to examine and evaluate health insurers, health service corporations, and health
maintenance organizations for compliance. This bill will allow the insurance commissioner to
gauge where the state is in terms of reaching mental health parity and will show what areas
need the most improvement as well as which areas are prospering. The adopted amendment
allows the department of insurance to properly assess provider practices and how those factor
into achieving mental health parity.
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Docket Abbreviations

Docket of SB272

Bill Title: relative to mental health parity under the insurance laws.

Official Docket of SB272.:

Date Body Description

1/28/2019 S Introduced 01/03/2019 and Referred to Commerce; SJ 4

1/30/2019 5 Hearing: 02/05/2019, Room 100, SH, 02:30 pm; SC 9

2/13/2019 S Committee Report: Cught to Pass with Amendment #2019-0391s,
02/21/2019; Vote 5-0; CC; SC 11

2/21/2019 Committee Amendment #2019-0391s, AA, VV; 02/21/2019; 81 6

2/21/2019 S Ought to Pass with Amendment 2019-0391s, MA, VV; OT3rdg;
02/21/2019; S1 6

3/21/2019 H Introduced 03/20/2019 and referred to Commerce and Consumer Affairs
HY11P. 71

4/9/2019 H Public Hearing: 04/24/2019 02:00 pm LOB 302

5/1/2019 H Full Committee Work Session: 05/07/2019 09:30 am LOB 302

5/8/2019 H Executive Session: 05/21/2019 11:00 am LOB 302

5/30/2019 H Majority Committee Report: Qught to Pass with Amendment #2015~
2139h (NT) for 06/05/2019 (Vote 14-5; RC) HC 27 P. 12

5/30/2019 H Minority Committee Report: Ought to Pass

6/5/2019 H Amendment #2019-2139h (NT): AF VWV 06/05/2019 H] 17 P. 51

6/5/2019 H Ought to Pass: MA vV 06/05/2019 H] 17 P, 51

6/18/2019 H Enrolled 06/13/2019 HJ 19 P. 18

6/18/2019 S Enrolled {In recess'06/13/2019); SJ 21

7/24/2019 S Signed by the Governor on 07/19/2019; Chapter 283; Effective

] 01/01/2020

NH House NH Senate

htto://eencounrt._state. nh.us/bill Status/bill docket.asnx?1sr=0921&sv=2019&sortontion=&t... 12/2/2019
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Senate Inventory Checklist for Archives
Bill Number: S22/ 2- E /{ . Senate Committee: Ca Miterde

Please include all documents in the order listed below and indicate the docun:;ents which have been
included with an “X” beside

75 Tinal docket found on Bill Status

Bill Hearing Documents: {Legislative Aides}

Bill version as it came to the committee

All Calendar Notices

Hearing Sign-up sheet(s)

Prepared testimony, presentations, & other submissions handed in at the public hearing
Hearing Report

Revised/Amended Fiscal Notes provided by the Senate Clerk’'s Office

N ol

Committee Action Documents: {Legislative Aides

All amendments considered in committee (including those not adopted): *
&_ - amendment # _O37 Lf _ -amendment#
__-amendment # - amendment #

é_ Executive Session Sheet

A_ Committee Report

Floor Action Documents: {Clerk’s Office
All floor amendments considered by the body during session (only if they are offered to the senate):

__ _ -amendment # - amendment #

- amendment # - amendment #

Post Floor Action: (if applicable) {Clerk’s Office}

Committee of Conference Report (if signed off by all members. Include any new language proposed
by the committee of conference):

Enrolled Bill Amendment(s)

Governor's Veto Message

All available versions of the bill: {Clerk’s Office}
IZa as amended by the senate

A final version
Completed Committee Report File Delivered to the Senate Clerk’s Office By:

as amended by the house

Committee Aide Date

Senate Clerk’s Office f& V—\
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