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HOUSE BILL 631
AN ACT esfabh’shing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of
deaf children. _

SPONSORS: Rep. Porter, Hills. 1; Rep. Le, Rock. 31

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a deaf children's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of
deaf children.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appearsin bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-bracketsand-struckthronsh]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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TMar2019... 0638h 19-0725
05/01
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Twe Thousand Nineteen
AN ACT establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory counci__l on the education of

deaf children.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Subdivision; Deaf Children's Bill of Rights. Amend RSA 186-C by inserting after section
30 the following new subdivision:
Deaf Children's Bill of Rights
186-C:31 Definitions. In this subdivision:

I. "American Sign Language" means the visual/gestural language used by deaf people in the
United States and Canada, with semantic, syntactic, morphological, and phonological rules which
are distinct from English.

II. "Deaf student" means an individual who has a severe or complete absence of auditory
sensitivity which adversely affects educational performance and which is so severe that the student
is impaired in processing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification.

III. "English sign systems" means sign systems developed for educational purposes, which
use manual signs in English word order, sometimes with added affixes which are not present in
American Sign Language.

IV. "Hard of hearing student” means an individual who has some absence- of auditory
sensitivity with residual hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, which adversely affects a
child's educational performance but which is not included under the definition of "deaf student" in
this section.

V. "Individualized education plan (IEP)" means a written educational plan developed for a
student eligible for special education services pursuant to RSA 186-C and the federal Individual with
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. section 1400, et seq.

VI. "Primary communication mode, style, and language” means the communication mode,
style, and language which is preferred by and most effective for a particular student, as determined
by appropriate language assessment undertaken by individuals proficient in the communication
mode, style, or languages being assessed. Communication mode may include one or more of the
following systems or methods of communication applicable to deaf or hard of hearing dhildren:

(a) American Sign Language;
(b) Cued speech;
(¢) English-or other spoken language-based manual or sign systems; or
(d) Oral, aural, or speech-based training.
186-C:32 Deaf Children's Bill of Rights.
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I. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to appropriate screening and
assessment of hearing and vision capabilities and language and communication needs at the earliest
possible age and to the continuation of intermittent screening services throughout their educational
experience. _ V

II. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have a right to early interventions to provide for
the acquisition of a solid language base developed at the earliest ﬁossible age. Any infant with a
documented hearing loss, prior to demonstration of any developmental delay, shall qualify for
services as determined by the infant's individualized family service plan team.

III. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which their
parents or guardians have full informed participation in determining the extent, content, and
purpose of all their educational planﬁing and programs.

IV. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to placement in the least
restrictive educational environment and services based on their unique communication, language,
and educational needs, consistent with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20
U.8.C. section 1400, et seq.

V. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which their
communication mode, style, and language is respected, used, and developed to an appropriate level
of proficiency.

VI. Children whe are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to a high-quality, ongoing and
fluid means of communication, both inside and outside the classroom.

VII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing shall have the opportunity to choose from a
variety of language modes and languages and technologies to enhance language learning. They have
a right to teachers or interpreters proficient in appropriate language modes and certified in
appropriate language modes if certification is available.

VIII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which
teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, related service providers, and assessors understand the
unique nature of deafness, are specifically trained to work with deaf and hard of hearing students,
and can communicate spontaneously and fluidly with these children.

IX. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to contact with and to be
exposed to adult role models who are deaf or hard of hearing in their educational programs.

X. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to receive an education with a
sufficient number of language mode peers with whom they can communicate directly and who are
the same, or approximétely-the same, a'ge and ability, whenever possible.

XI. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to direct and appropriate access
to all components of the educational process, including recess, lunch, and extracurricular, social, and

athletic activities.
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XII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to a placement best suited to
their individual needs, including, but not limited to age, hearing loss, academic level, modes of
communications, style of learning, motivational levels and family support.

186-C:33 Right of Parents or Guardians of Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. The
parents or guardians of deaf or hard of hearing children have a right to balanced and complete
information regarding: y

I. Their child's educational and communication needs.

II. Awailable programmatic, placement, and resource options.

IOI. Support services and advocacy resources from private and public agencies and
institutions. .

IV. Available resources pertaining to hearing loss and the needs of children who are deaf or
hard of hearing. l

186-C:34 Rulemaking. The department of educatlon and the department of health and human
services shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A to implement this chapter. At a minimum, such rules
shall address:

1. Qualifications of personnel providing professional services to deaf and hard—of—hearing
children within the school system. . .

II. Composition of the individualized family service plan team and the individualized
education plan team.

III. The individualized communication plan for every deaf and hard-of-hearing student.

IV. Procedures and materials for assessment and placement.

V. Psychological counseling and mental health services. '

VI. -Evaluation of the effectiveness of programs for students who are deaf or hard of hearing.

186-C:35 Advisory Council Established. There is hereby established an advisory council on the
education of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

I. Members of the council shall be as follows:

(a) One professional with experience in using assistive technology.

(b) Two teachers of the deaf, one of whom is a regular and effective user of American
Sign language and one of whom is a regular and effective user of oral/él_.lral or speech based English.

{¢) Two parents of deaf or hard of hearing students, one of whom is a regular and
effective user of American sign language and one of whom is a regular and effectlve user of
oral/aural or speech based English.

(d) Two representatives of the deaf and hard of hearing community, one of whom is a
user of American sign language and one of whom is a user of oral/aural or speech based English. -

(e) One administrator of a college or university program in interpreter training.

() One director of special education in a public school system.

{g) One public school administrator.
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(h) One speech and language pathologist.

(i) One representative of the department of health and human services familiar with
services for children who are deaf or hard of hearing, appointed by the commissioner of the
department of health and human services. .

() One representative of the early hearing detection and intervention program, in the
department of health and human services, appointed by the commissioner of the department of
health and human services.

(k) One representative of the department of education, division of special education,
appointed by the commissioner of the department of education.

(1) One member of the New Hampshire Association or Audiologists, appointed by the
association. )

(m) One member of the New Hampéhire Association of the Deaf, appointed by the
association.

II. The commissioner of the department of education shall appoint the members under
subparagraphs I{a)-I(c) and the commissioner of the department of health and human services shall
appoint the members under subparagraphs I(d)- I(h). Each member shall serve a 2-year term.

III. The members of the council shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The
first meeting of the council shall be called by the member appointed under subparagraph I(a). The
first meeting of the council shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section.

IV. The council shall advise the department of education and the department of health and
human services on the needs and services provided to deaf and hard of hearing children in New
Hampshire. In addition to such duties as may be assigned by the departments, the council shall
determine the number of children within the state who are identified as being deaf and hard of
hearing, the number of those children currently receiving services from both public and private
agencies, the types of services being received, the types of services requested by parents or
guardians, and areas of need.

V. On or before November 1, the council shall submit an annual report its findings and any

- recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the house of representatives, the

president of the senate, the education committees in the house and senate, the house clerk, the

. senate clerk, the governor, and the state library.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen

AN ACT establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of
deaf children.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesin General Court convened:

1 New Subdivision; Deaf Children's Bill of Rights. Amend RSA 186-C by inserting after section
30 the following new subdivision:
Deaf Children's Bill of Rights
186-C:31 Definitions. In this subdivision:

1. "American Sign Language" means the visual/gestural language used by deaf people in the
United States and Canada, with semantic, syntactic, morphological, and phonological rules which
are distinet from English.

II. "Deaf student" means an individual who has a severe or complete absence of auditory
sensitivity ;Jvhich adversely affects educational performance and which is so severe that the student
is impaired in processing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification.

III. "English sign systems" means sign systems de\;eloped for educational purposes, which
use manual signs in English word order, sometimes with added affixes which are not present in
American Sign Language.

IV. "Hard of hearing studept" means an individual who has some absence of auditory

sensitivity with residual hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, which adversely affects a

. child's educational performance but which is not included under the definition of "deaf student” in

this section. _

V. "Individualized education plan IEP)" means a written educational plan developed for a
student eligible for special education services pursuant to RSA 186-C and the federal Individual with
Disgabilities Education Act, 20 U.5.C. section 1400, et seq.

VI. "Primary communication mode, style, and language" means the communication mode,
style, and language which is preferred by and most effective for a particular student, as determined
by appropriate language assessment undertaken by individuals proficient in the communication
mode, style, or languages being assessed. Communication mode may include one or more of the
following systems or methods of communication applicable to deaf or hard of hearing children:

(a) American Sign Language;
(b) Cued speech;
(c) Er_xgh'sh-or other spoken language-based manual or sign systems; or

{d) Oral, aural, or speech-based training.
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186-C:32 Deaf Children's Bill of Rights.

I. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to appropriate screening and
assessment of hearing and vision capabilities and language and communication needs at the earliest
possible age and to the continuation of intermittent screenihg services throughout their educational
experience. ‘

II. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have a right to early interventions to provide for
the acquisition of a solid language base developed at the earliest possible age. Any infant with a
documented hearing loss, prior to demonstration of any developmental delay, shall qualify for
services as determined by the infant's individualized family service plan team.

JII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which their
parents or guardians have full informed participation in determining the extent, content, and
purpose of all their educational planning and programs.

IV. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to placement in the least
restrictive educational environment and services based on their unique communication, language,
and educational needs, consistent with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20
U.S.C. section 1400, et seq.

V. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which their
communication mode, style, and language is respected, used, and developed to an appropriate level
of proficiency. .

VI. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to a high-quality, ongoing and
fluid means of communication, both inside and outside the classroom.

VII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing shall have the opportunity to choose from a
variety of language modes and languages and technologies to enhance language learning. They have
a right to teachers or interpreters proficient in appropriate language modes and certified in
appropriate language modes if certification is available.

VIII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which
teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, related service providers, and assessors understand the
unique nature of deafness, are specifically trained to' work with deaf and hard of hearing students,
and can communicate spontaneously and fluidly with these children.

IX. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to contact with and to be
exposed to adult role models who are deaf or hard of hearing.

X. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to receive an education with a
sufficient number of language mode peers with whom they can communicate directly and who are
the same, or approximately the same, age and ability, whenever possible.

XI. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to direct and appropriate access
to all cofnponents of the educational process, including recess, lunch, and extracurricular, social, and

athletic activities.
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XII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to a placement best suited to
their individual needs, including, but not limited to age, hearing loss, academic level, modes of
communications, style of learning, motivational levels and family support.

186-C:33 Right of Parents or Guardians of Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. The
parents or guardians of deaf or hard of hearing children have a right to balanced and complete
information regarding:

I. Their child's educational and communication needs.

II. Available programmatic, placement, and resource options.

III. Support services and advocacy resources from private and public agencies and
institutions.

IV. Available resources pertaining to hearing loss and the needs of children who are deaf or
hard of hearing. .

186-C:34 Rulemaking. The department of education and the department of health and human
services shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A to implement this chapter: At a minimum, such rules
shall address:

I. Qualifications of personnel providing professional services to deaf and hard-of-hearing
children within the school system.

II. Composition of the individualized family service plan team and the individualized
education plan team.

III. The individualized communieation plan for every deaf and hard-of-hearing student.

IV. Procedures and materials for assessment and placement.

V. Psychological counseling and mental health services.

VI. Evaluation of the effectiveness of programs for students who are deaf or hard of heari‘ng.

186-C:35 Advisory Council Established. There is hereby established an advisory council on the
education of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

1. Members of the council shall be as follows:

(a) One professwnal with experience in using assistive technology

(b) Two teachers of the deaf, one of whom is a regular and effective user of American
Sign language and one of whom is a regular and effective user of oralfaural or speech based English.

(¢) Two parents of deaf or hard of hearing students, one of whom Vis a regular and
effective user of American sign language and one of whom is a regular and effective user of
oral/aural or speech based English.

(d) Two representatives of the deaf and hard of hearing community, one of whom is a
user of American sign language and one of whom is a user of oral/aural or speech based English.

{e) One administrator of a college or university program in interpreter training.

{f) One director of special education in a public school system. .

(2) One public school administrator.
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(h) One member of the New Hampshire Speech-Language-Hearing Association,
appointed by the association.

(i) One representative of the department of health and human services familiar with

services for children who are deaf or hard of hearing, appointed by the _commissioner of the

department of health and human services.

() One representative of the early hearing detection and intervention program, in the
department of health and human services, appoihted by the commissioner of the department of
health and human services.

(k) One representative 6f the department of education, division of special edﬁcatinn,
appointed by the commissioner of the department of education.

() One member of the New Hampshire Association or Audiologists, appointed by the
asgociation. —_ .

(m) One member of the New Hampshire Association of the Deaf, appointed by the
association.

II. The commissioner of the department of education shall appoint the members under
subparagraphs I(a)-I(c) and the commissioner of the department of health and human services shall
appoint the members under subparagraphs I(d)- I{g). Each member shall serve a 2-year term.

III. The members of the council shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The
first meeting of the council shall be called by the member appointed under subparagraph I(a). The
first meeting of the council shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section.

IV. The council shall advise the department of education and the department of health and
human services on the needs and services provided to deaf and hard of hearing children in New
Hampshire. In addition to such duties as may be assigned by the departments, the_ council shall
determine the number of children within the state who are identified as being deaf and hard of
hearing, the number of those children currently receiving services from both public and private
agexicies, the types of services being received, the types of services requested by parents or
guardians, and areas of need.

V. On or before November 1, the council shall submit an annual report its findings and any
recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the house of representatives, the
president of the senate, the education committees in the house and senate, the New Hampshire
commission on deafness and hearing loss established in RSA 125-Q, the house clerk, the senate
clerk, the governor, and the state library.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.



CHAPTER 217
HB 631 - FINAL VERSION
TMar2019... 0638h
05/23/2019 1745s

2019 SESSION .
19-0725
05/01
'HOUSE BILL 631
AN ACT establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of
deaf children. SN .

SPONSORS: Rep. Porter, H]l'ls 1; Rep. Le, Rock. 31

COMMITTEE: Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs

ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a deaf children's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen

AN ACT establishing a deaf child's bill of ri.ghts and an advisory council on the education of
deaf children.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesin General Court convened:

217:1 New Subdivision; Deaf Children's Bill of Rights. Amend RSA 186-C by inserting after
gection 30 the following nelw subdivision:

‘ Deaf Children's Bill of Rights

186-C:31 Definitions. In this subdivision:

I. "American Sign Language" means the visual/gestural language used by deaf people in the
United States and Canada, with semantic, syntactic, morphological, and phonological rules which
are distinct from English. ‘

I1. "Deaf student” means an individual who has a severe or complete absence of auditory
sensitivity which adversely affects educa:tional performance and which is so severe that the student
is impé.ired in processing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification.

III. "English sign systems" means sign systems developed for educational purposes, which
use manual signs in English word order, sometimes with added affixes which are not present in
American Sign Language.

IV. "Hard of hearing student" means an individual who has some absence of auditory
sensitivity with residual hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, which adversely affects a
child's educational performance but wHich is not included under the definition of "deaf student" in
this section.

V. "Individualized education plan (IEP)" means a written educational plan developed for a
student eligible for special education services pursuant to RSA 186-C and the federal Individual with
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. section 1400, et seq.

VI. "Primary communication mode, style, and language" means the communication mode,
style, and language which is preferred by and most effective for a particular student, as determined
by appropriate language assessment undertaken by individuals proficient in the communication
mode, style, or languages being assessed. Communication mode may include one or more of the
following systems or methods of communication appiicable to deaf or hard of hearing children:

(a) American Sign Language;
(b) Cued speech; _
(¢) English-or other spoken language-based manual or sign systems; or

(d) Oral, aural, or speech-based training.
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186-C:32 Deaf Children's Bill of Rights.
I. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to appropriate screening and

7/

assessment of hearing and vision capabilities and language and communication needs at the earliest
possible age and to the continuation of intermittent screening services throughout their educational
experience,

II. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have a right to early interventions to provide for
the acquisition of a solid language base developed at the earliest possible age. Any infant with a
documented hearing loss, prior to demonstration of any developmental delay, shall qualify for
services as determined by the infant's individualized family service plan team.

III. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in wlhich their
parents or gﬁardians have full informed participati;)n in determining the extent, content, and
purpose of all their educational planning and programs.

IV. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to placement in the least ‘
restrictive edﬁcational environment and services based on their unique communication, language;
and educational needs, consi;tent with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20
U.8.C. section 1400, et seq.

V. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which their
communication mode, style, and.language is respected, used, and developed to an appropriate level
of proficiency. _

VI. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to a high-quality, ongoing and
fluid means of communication, both inside and outside the classroom.

VIL. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing shall have the opportunity to choose from a
variety of language modes and languages and technologies to enhance language learning. They have
a right to teachers or interpreters proficient in appropriate language modes and certified in
appropriate language modes if certification is available,

VIII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to an education in which
teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, related service providers, and assessors understand the
unique nature of deafness, are specifically trained to work with deaf and hard of hearing students,
and can communicate Spontaneously and fluidly with these children.

IX. Chilﬂren who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to contact with and to be
exposed to adult role models who are deaf or hard of hearing. -

X. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to receive an education with a
sufficient number of language mode peers with whom they can communicate directly and who are
the same, or approximately the same, age and ability, whenever possible.

XI. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right te direct and appropriate access
to all components of the educational process, including recess, lunch, and extracurricular, social, and

athletic activities.
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XII. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing have the right to a placement best suited to
their individual needs, including, but not limited to age, hearing loss, academic level, modes of
communications, style of learning, motivationai levels and family support.

186-C:33 Right of Parents or Guardians of Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. - The
parents or guardians of deaf or hard of hearing children have a right to balanced and complete
information regarding:

. 1. Their child's educational and communication needs.

II. Available programmatic, placement, and resource options.

III.  Support services and advocécy resources from private and public agencies and
institutions.

IV. Available resources pertaining to hearing loss and the needs of children who are deaf or
hard of hearing.

186-C:34 Rulemaking, The department of education and the department of health and human
services shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A to implement this chapter. At a minimum, such rules
ghall address:

I. Qualifications of personnel providing professional services to deaf and hard-of-hearing
children within the school system.

II. Composition of the individualized family service plan team and the individualized
education plan team. - |

III. The individualized communication plan for every deaf and hard-of-hearing student.

IV. Procedures and materials for assessment and placement.

V. Psychological counseling and mental health services.

V1. Evaluation of the effectiveness of programs for students who are deaf or hard of hearing. -

186-C:35 Advisory Council Established. There is hereby established an advisory council on the
education of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

I. Members of the council shall be as follows:

(a) One professional with experience in using assistive technology.
(b) Two teachers of the deaf, one of whom is a regular and effectlive user of American
Sign language and one of whom is a regular and effective user of oral/aural or speech based English.

* (¢) Two parents of deaf or hard of hearing students, one of whom is a regular and
effective user of American sign language and one of whom is a regular and effective user of
oral/faural or speech based English.

(d) Two representatives of the deaf and hard of hearing community, one of whom is a
user of American sign language and one of whom is a user of oral/aural or speech based English.

(e) One administrator of a college or university program in interpreter training.

() One director of special education in a public school system.

(g) One public school administrator.
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(h) One member of the New Hampshire Speech-Language-Hearing Association,
appointed by the association.

(i) One representative of the department of health and human services familiar with
services for children who are deaf or hard of hearing, appointed by the commissioner of the
department of health and human services.

() One representative of the early hearing detection and intervention program, in the
department of health and human services, appointed by the commissioner of the department of
health and human services.

(k) One representative of the department of education, division of special education,
appointed by the commissioner of the department of education. .

() One member of the New Hampshire Association or Audiologists, appointed by thg
association. _

(m) One member of the New Hampshire Association of the Deaf, appointed by the
association. )

II. The commissioner of the department of education shall appoint the members under
subparagraphs I(a)-I(c) and the commissioner of the department of health and human services shall
appoint the members under subparagraphs I{d)- I(g). Each member shall serve a 2-year term,

III. The members of the council shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The

- first meeting of the council shall be called by the member appointed under subparagraph I(a). The
first meeting of the council shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section.

IV. The council shall advise the department of education and the ‘department of health and
human services on the needs and services provided to deaf and hard of hearing children in New
Hampshire. In addition to such duties as may be assigned by the departments, the council shall
determine the number of children within the state who are identified as being deaf and hard of
hearing, the number of those children currently receiviné gervices from both public and private
agencies, the types of services being received, the types of services requested by parents or
gua:rdians, and areas of need.

V. On or before November 1, the council shall submit an annual report its findings and any
recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the house of representatives, the
president of the senate, the education committees in the hou;s.e and senate, the New Hampshire
commission on deafness and hearing loss established in RSA 125-Q, the house clerk, the senate
clerk, the governor, and the state library.

217:2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved: July 12, 2019
Effective Date; July 12, 2019
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Education and Workforce Development
April 30, 2019

2019-1745s

05/04

Amendment to HB 631
Amend RSA 186-C:32, IX as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

IX. Children who are deaf or_hard of hearing have the right to contact with and to be

exposed to adult role models who are deaf or hard of hearing.
Amend RSA 186-C:35, I(h) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by réplaéing it with the following:

(h) One member bf the New 'Hampshire Speech-Language-Hearing Association,

appointed by the association.
Amend RSA 186-0:35, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

II. The commissioner of the department of education shall appoint the members under
subparagraphs I(a)-I(c) and the commissioner of the department of health and human services shall

appoint the members under subpﬂragraphs I(d)- I(g). Each member shall serve a 2-year term.
Amend RSA 186-0:35, V as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the follewing:

V. On or before Noevember 1, the council shall submit an annual report its findings and any
recommendations for proposed legislation to the speak_er of the hoﬁse of representatives, the
president of tﬁe senate, the education committees in the house and senate, the New Hampshire
commission on deafness .and hearing loss established in RSA 125-Q, the house clerk, the senate

clerk, the govergdr, and the state library.






SENATE CALENDAR NOTICE
Education and Workforce Development

Sen Jay Kahn, Chair
Sen Jeanne Dietsch, Vice Chair
Sen Jon Morgan, Member
Sen Ruth Ward, Member
Sen David Starr, Member
| Date: April 10, 2019

HEARINGS
Tuesday _ 04/16/2019
(Day) (Date)
Education and Workforce Development : LOB 103 9:00 a.m.
(Name of Committee) : (Place) (Time)
9:00 a.m. HB 181 : establishing a commission on mental health education and behavioral

health and wellness programs.

9:15 a.m. HB 258 establishing a committee to study teacher preparation and education
‘ programs : ’
230 am. HB 570 establishing a commission to study career pathways from full-time

service year programs to postsecondary education and employment
opportunities in support of New Hampshire's future workforce needs.

9:45 a.m. HB 631 . establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the
education of deaf children. '

10:-15 a.m, HB 718-FN-LOCAL relative to transportation of pupils.

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY FOLLOW

Sponsors:
HB 131

Rep. Cornell Rep. Heath Rep. Martin Rep. Berrien

Rep. Le Rep. Van Houten Rep. Fenton ) Rep. T. Smith
HB 258

Rep. Heath Rep. VanHouten Rep. Cornell

HB 570 . :

Rep. Wilhelm Rep. Heath Sen. Feltes Sen. Bradley

HB 631

Rep. Porter Rep. Le

HB 713-FN-LOCAL .

Rep. Weyler Rep. Cordelli . _Rep. Leishman Sen. Birdsell

Tricia Melillo 271-3077 Jay Kahn
Chairman



SENATE CALENDAR NOTICE
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Sen Jay Kahn, Chair.
Sen Jeanne Dietsch, Vice Chair

Sen Jon Morgan, Member

Sen Ruth Ward, Member
Sen David Starr, Member

Date: April 24, 2019

HEARINGS
Tuesday _ 04/30/2019
(Day) | (Date)
Education and Workforce Development LOB 103 - 9:45 a.m.
(Name of Committee) - (Place) " (Time)
9:45 a.m. HB 631 establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the

education of deaf children.

(THE PREVIOUS HEARING FOR HB 631 WAS RECESSED ON
APRIL 16th) '

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY FOLLOW

Sponsors:

HB 631

Rep. Porter Rep.Le

Tricia Melillo 271-3077 o Jay Kahn

Chairman



Senate Education and Workforce Development Committee
Tricia Melillo 271-3077

HB 631, establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of
deaf children. - ' :

“Hearing Date: April 30, 2019
lMemb'ers of the Committee Present: Senators Kahn, Dietsch, Morgan, Ward and Starr

Members of the Committee Absent : None

Bill Analysis: This bill establishes a deaf children's bill of rights and an advisory
cquncil on the education Qf deaf children.
Sponsors:

Rep. Porter Rep. Le

Who supports the bill: Representative Porter, Representative Tanner, Rick Trombly,
Christopher Emerson, Kristy Stellato, Nancy Glynn, Vanessa Gregore, Timothy McKernan,
Susan Downes, Bonnie Dunham, Susan Covert, Ryan Donnelly, Liz-Anne Platt, Dennis
Jakubowski, Deborah Jakubowski, Maura Wllhng, Lou1se Spencer, Melissa Hinebauch,
Santina Thibedeau

Who opposes the bill: None
Summary of testimony presented in support:

Representatwe Porter :

» For the past several years, she has served on the Deaf Children’s Commlssmn

» The commission was charged with looking at early education for deaf children.

e New Hampshire does not have a school for the deaf or hard of hearing.

s The subcommittee of this commission was concern with a deficit of language for the
children.

e Thereisa key period of time when children acquire their language skills. It is

~ important for them to have different ways to communicate early on.

e The subcommittee came up with a deaf child’s bill of rights.

e 29 states have already adopted a bill of rights for deaf children. Maine has had one
since 1991,

¢ This bill establishes a standard of what education a deaf child should receive.

s . The second part of the bill sets up advisors to look at the programs in New Hampshire
to see which onesare successful.

e Right now, people who are deaf and hard of hearing in New Hampshire are not given
what they deserve.

. o Itis the state’s duty to make sure these children get the best care.

e There is a gap that exists between their services. Health and Human Services takes

care of them from birth to age three, then the Department of Education takes over their
“care until the age of 21.

Page 1



This bill will bring the two departments together to take part in creating rules.
Senator Ward asked if these children are covered under the American with Disabilities
Act, ADA. Representative Porter responded yes, but if being deaf or hard of hearing is
not the child’s main disability he or she will not be covered. Also, if these children are
in public schools they may not be helped by somedne who is qualified. These kids have
a right to communication skills and a form of education that meets their needs.
Representative Porter introduced language for a proposed amendment which will bring
clarity. :
Senator Kahn asked if Representative Porter could go over what the commission did.
Representative Porter responded that the New Hampshire Commission on deaf and .
hearing loss was established in 2007 and there are 22 members on it. The commission
meets the second Monday of every month. When she joined the Commission, they had
just started the early intervention subcommittee that she was a part of.

Senator Kahn asked if there was a sunset date on the committee or commission.
Representative Porter responded no there is not on either. :
Senator Morgan asked why there is no member of the legislature on the committee,
Representative Porter responded because it is an advisory council.

Senator Starr asked why the bills says they have a right to these things but does not
say it shall be provided. Representative Porter responded that she thought that stating
they have a right is more forceful than shall be provided and that it was modeled after
other states’ bills of rights. ' ‘
Senator Kahn asked if this is the first piece of 1eg1slat10n that the subcommittee has
proposed. Representative Porter answered no, there was one last session which d1d not
make it through the house. :

Senator Kahn asked if Representative Porter could discuss all the different groups in
play. Representative Porter answered that there is the New Hampshire Commission for
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, then there is a subcommittee which has been disbanded
but has come up with this piece of legislation. Then there is the advisory counsel that
will report back to the legislature regarding how the program is working. She believes
they should also report back to the New Hampshire Commission.

Senator Kahn asked if she could give them the RSA for the Commission. -
Representative Porter responded yes, RSA 125:Q.

Senator Kahn asked if she thinks this will be a source of confusion. Representative:
Porter answered that the commission deals with everything to do with the deaf
community and does not focus specifically on children, whereas, the council will be
specific to the education of deaf children.

Senator Kahn commented that some of the members of the two groups.may be
overlappmg

Christopher Emerson

This bill will help reduce the burden parents of deaf and hard of hearing children
endure by not knowing what their rights are.

This will bring clarity, as it is more specific about the needs of these children. -
Many parents already have stress about managing their deaf children’s needs and
should not have to stress about how their schools are managing those needs.
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Nancy Glynn

* Her son, Hunter, is hard of hearmg
e They were able to receive services from his diagnosis soon after birth, up to four years
old, through a program called MICE.
» They were able to have people in their house to teach them sign language and about
. the different acoustics of rooms that could help him.
e When they transferred from those programs to the public school they contmued to be
guided by the MICE program to know what was available for him.
e Unfortunately, this program does not exist any longer.
o She sees kids in her son’s school who are deaf or hard of hearing that are not receiving
the services they need. '
¢ The teachers in his school were not educated about what needs deaf children have.
* Parents have to go through many steps to get the teachers trained.
o This bill will help them be able to show their son’s school what he needs quickly and
- gpecifically. '
s  Senator Kahn asked what grade her son is in. Ms Glynn answered that her son is in 1‘“
~ grade going into 2nd.
e Senator Kahn asked if he is getting the services he needs now. Ms. Glynn responded
yes and has improved with aggressive speech therapy. The state would not provide him
with that therapy until she fought for it. Now her son can communicate well.

Susan W. Downs - Executive Director of Northeast Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Services, INC.

‘o There is a phrase often used that you would have to be deaf to understand.

o There are parents who have struggled to make this bill of rights a reality.

e She would like the commlttee to understand that those testifying have walked the
walk.

e NDHHS is about making sure they help the deaf community. They have hired an in
house teacher.

¢ Children need to be taught from the beginning.

¢ They worked with the MICE program when it was in place.

¢ The state should be providing more teachers and speech pathologists.

¢ This is not something a non-profit organization should have to pay for, the state should
provide special education for these students.

-« She has begged the state and she would like the committee to understand the
importance of this bill

e She would one day love to see a deaf or hard of hearing person in the legislature.

e Senator Kahn asked about the MICE Program. Ms. Downs responded that MICE was
in the Department of Health and Human Services before it was abolished. The program
was established when they had an independent budget many years back, but
eventually it was cut by the state. Now there is a system without coordination when
services switch over from Health and Human Services to the Department of Education.
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Hobart D, Clanton - Department of Education

- Deaf and hard of hearing students arrive at school without a cultural identity or

knowing who they are. :

They are left out of a lot of activities like sports or clubs because they cannot
communicate.

This bill has been floating around for a long time and it is very important to deaf
adults and children that they have their own bill of rights.

- Senator Dietsch asked if deaf children need to be educated with other deaf ch1ldren

Mr. Clanton responded that it would be nice to have that, but it all depends on where
the children live. He had so many opportunities because he was taught in a high-school -
with other deaf children. It is essential these children gain the skills to communicate.

Kristy Stellato

. Education for deaf children was established in the 1940s.

Since then there have been many changes and programs.
They do not have stable guidelines to educate teachers and staff.
The deaf child bill of rights will function to make recommendations for moving forward.

Summary of testimony presented in opposition: ane

™

Date Hearing Report completed: May 3, 2019
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::- . ToxSenate-Education and Workforce: Developm'en't Comm'ittee -
e -From New Hampshlre Speech Language Hearlng Assoc1at|on
¢ Date; Apr:l 30, 2019 - , L
_ '. Re HB 631 Deaf Ch|ldren 3 B|l| of nghts

e Dea‘r. Chair-man=|<ahn'and'memb‘ers of:the-Committ'ee’: RRSE

o : Part of the m|55|on of the New Hampshlre Speech Language Hearlng Assocmtmn (NHSLHA) is. to
support the professuons of speech language pathology and audlology as. well as Indlwduals W|th
commumcatlon and related dlsorders by - : - : '

ensurmg that all people W|th speech Ianguage and hearlng d|sorders recewe servrces to .
E :'help them commumcate effectlvely _ " o : ' BT R :
R T - , facmtatmg the exchange of- mformatlon among people and organlzatlons commltted Lo
. 51"_to the welfare of the- speech Ianguage and/or hearlng 1mpa|red populatlons R
) . ' jradvocate for the rlghts of persons w1th communlcat|on dlsorders ‘

- T_The New Hampsh|re Speech Language Hearmg Assocnatlon requests the commlttee s
consnderatlon of the fo[]owmg changes to HBG31 R

e -Amendments

) i l:' In furtherance of our mlssmn the New Hampshrre Speech Language Hearmg Assocratlon
i _-:'-:proposes the followmg amendments to HB 631 T o :

' “:Amend 186 C 32 Deaf Chlldrens B|Il of nghts

; Chlldren who are deaf or hard of heanng have the rlght to contact W|th and to be
/ _exposed to adult role models: who are deaf or. hard of heanng.': :

o Afmend186:C: 35 Adlllsory Counil Establis'hed"_'-l'he're'is' hereby.established. an e
s '.“-_adwsory councnl on the educatlon of chlldren who are deaf or hard of heanng

L I Members of the councrl shall be as follows

A One member of the New Hampshlre
-Speech Language Heanng ASSOCIatlon appomted by the assocnatlon

A




U _-;Ratlonale for Removmg ”m thelr educatlonal programs" RS

- :__It would certamly be beneﬁcnal for chlldren who are deaf or hard of hearmg to be exposed to L
" adltrole models who are- deaf. or hard- of hearlng, but this is not W|th|n the ablllty of an '

- __.educatlonal program.to- provide. Any chlld with'a dlsablllty would benef“t from such exposure, B

" but'educational systems have limited. resources which need to.he’ used.to provrde support for _:f

- jdeafand hard of hearmg chlldren that dlrectly enhances thEll' ablllty to succeed in school

S __'Ratronale for Changlng ‘one speech Ianguage patholog|st” to ”One member of the New S
o -'lHampshlre Speech Language-Hearlng Assomatlon, appomted by the assomatlon :

- "Thls wordmg lndrcates how the speech Ianguage pathologrst would be selected to serve on the

.'_Councﬂ and | mtrrors the wordlng used for the audlology member o

e .Respectfully submrtted

| me cmwey

e ';Vlctorla Chesterley, MS CCC—SLP e ' - : - SR
L _'-_3 VP: of Governmental Affalrs New Hampshlre Speech Language Hearmg Assoc1atlon



April 15, 2019

Testimony in support of:
House Bill 631: establlshmg a deaf child's bill of rights and an advisory council on the education of deaf chiidren

Submitted by:
Ashley and Michael Conley
27 Peaslee Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

To the Members of the Committee on Health, Human Services and E]derly‘Aﬁairs,

We are the parents of a beautiful 7-year-old boy that is hard of hearing and we are in favor of HB631. We strongly feel
that HB631 would benefit children, like our son, that are deaf or hard of hearing. We learned that our son had a
sensorineural hearing loss when he turned 4 years old following a routine hearing test at his pediatrician’s office. He
currently wears hearing aids and uses a DM system in the classroom. In the last 3 years, we have learned a lot about
hearing loss and the tools and resourcesthat are needed to help him and children like him succeed. We have also learned
talking with other parents and families that not all deaf and hard of hearing children are receiving the resources they need
to thrive in‘an educatlonal settmg

There are a few sections of this bill that we espeually feel are needed in NH based on our own experiences WIth hearing
Ioss -
o “.have the right to a high-quality, ongoing and fluid means of communication, both inside and outside the
classroom.” Myles got his hearing aids when he was 5 vears old and he had to play catch up for all the years he
missed hearmg complete sentences and conversation. When he started 1 grade he was behind in his reading but
with the use of a DM system (the teacher wears a microphone and their voice goes to his hearing aids) he was
able to go up 5 levels in reading in about 4 months, catching up to his peers AII deaf and hard of hearing children

should have access to the technology they need. .

. e " __have the right to an education in which teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, related service prowders and
assessors understand the unique nature of deafness...”. We have worked with 2 school districts in NH. One that
was not prepared to work with a child that was deaf or hard of hearing and one that was. It was amazing to see
the difference in the experiences we had and are grateful we are live in a town where the school district has an
understanding of the needs of these children. Schools that are not well prepared 'need to have guidance and
understand what is needed and ask that a Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearmg be involved to ensure
approprlate access at school. ;

, e “..have the right to.contact with and to be exposed to adult role models who are deaf or hard of hearing in thelr
“ educatlonal programs.” For the first few years, our son struggled with being different and the identify of being
“o hard of hearing. He was challenged at school and sacial settings with having to explain his hearing aids and learning

how to ask for help when needed. Immersing him in events and activities where there are kids and adults that are
deaf or hard of hearing has helped him learn to accept his hearing loss and overcome social challengesand anxiety.

.. "...havef_-the right to direct and appropriate access to all components of the educational process, including recess,

-lunch, and extracurricular, social, and athletic activities.” It is probably no surprise that to a 7-year-old boy, recess
and gym class are his favorite activities at school, He is learning when he plays and socializes with ffiends at recess
and he is learning about health when he is in gym class. They need to have access to all the components of

~ educatipn to succeed.

Having a council that can advise and assist in the educatlona[ needs of children that are deaf and heard of hearlng w:II
ensure we are gettlng these children, and our son, the services they need so they can become productive and successful
members in our communities. -

HCO ke P,

Ashley M/Conley ' Michael P. Conley Jr
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

Tuesday, April 30, 2019
THE COMMITTEE ON Education and Workforce Development
to which was referred HB 631
AN ACT establishing a deaf child's bill of rights and an

advisory council on the education of deaf children.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bili A
' OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT .

BY A VOTEVOF: | 4-0

AMENDMENT # 1745s

Senator Ruth Ward
For the Committee

Tricia Melillo 271-3077
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Introduced 03/14/2019 and Referred to Education and Workforce
Development; 8] 9

==RECESSED== Hearing: 04/16/2019, Room 103, LOB, 09:45 am; SC
18

==RECONVENE== Hearing: 04/30/2019, Room 103, LOB, 09:45 am; SC
20

Committee Report: Qught to Pass with Amendment #2019-1745s,
05/15/2019; SC 22

Special Order to the next session, Without Objection, MA; 05/15/2019;
S] 16

Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment #2019-1745s,
05/23/2019; SC 23

Special Order to the beginning of the regular calendar, Without Objection,
MA; 05/23/2019; SJ 17

Committee Amendment #2019-1745s, AA, VV; 05/23/2019; SJ 17

. Ought to Pass with Amendment 2019-1745s, MA, VW; OT3rdg;

05/23/2019; §)'17

House Concurs with Senate Amendment 1745s (Rep. Weber): MA WV
06/13/2019 HI 19 P. 9

Enrolled (In recess 06/27/2019); 81 21
Enrolled 06/27/2019 HJ 20 P, 53
Signed by Governor Sununu 07/12/2019; Chapter 217; Eff: 07/12/2019
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