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SB 135-FN - AS INTRODUCED

2017 SESSION
17-0777
10/05
SENATE BILL 135-FN
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.
SPONSORS: Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Watters, Dist 4; Rep. Backus, Hills. 19

COMMITTEE: Executive Departments and Administration

ANALYSIS

This bill allows for the regulation of electrical installations done without compensation,
authorizes voluntary inspection fees and identification of inspectors, and updates the National
Electrical Code in the state building code.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [inbrackets-and-struckthrough-]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 135-FN - AS INTRODUCED
17-0777
10/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
. In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Seventeen
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Electricians; Regulation. Amend RSA 319-C:1 to read as follows:

319-C:1 Electricians. No electrical installation shall be made [for-ecompensation], unless made
by an electrician or other person licensed by the electricians' board, except as provided in this
chapter.

2 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph: .

V. A citSr or town building official or code enforcement officer designated by the
administrative authority of the city or town, shall have the authority to check the license or
identification issued under this chapter to an inspector.

3 Electricians; Fees for Voluntary Inspections. Amend RSA 319-C:6-b to read as follows:

319-C:6-b Fees. The board shall establish application fees for examination of applicants, fees for
licensure, for renewal, and for late renewal of licenses to practice under this chapter, [ard] for
transcribing and transferring records, for voluntary inspections done by an inspector under
RSA 319-C:5, and other services. The fee for examination shall not include fees charged by and
paid to an examination entity approved by the board. The fees established by the board shall be
sufficient to produce estimated revenues equal to 125 percent of the direct operating expenses of the
board budgeted for the biennium in which they will apply. Fees collected shall be deposited in the
general fund as unrestricted revenue. '

4 State Building Code; National Electrical Code. Amend RSA 155-A:1, IV to read as follows:

1V. "New Hampshire building code" or "state building code" means the adoption by
reference of the International Building Code 2009, the International Existing Building Code 2009,
the International Plumbing Code 2009, the International Mechanical Code 2009, the International
Energy Conservation Code 2009, and the International Residential Code 2009, as published by the
International Code Council, and the National Electrical Code [2614] 2017, as amended by the state
building code review board and ratified by the legislature in accordance with RSA 155-A:10. The
provisions of any other national code or model code referred to within a code listed in this definition
shall not be included in the state building code unless specifically included in the codes listed in this
definition.

5 Effective Date.

I. Section 4 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2018.

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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SB 135-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS INTRODUCED
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ] County [ ]Local [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021
Appropriation $0 $0 ) $0 $0
Revenue Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures Indeterminable_ _ Indeterminable Indetermin_able Indeterminable

Funding Source: <| [X]General . { ]Education [ J-Highway { ]Other '

METHODOLOGY:
This bill would require electrical installations, whether for compensation or not, to be made by
electricians or other persons licensed by the Electrician’s Board. It allows for the establishment.
of fees for voluntary inspections done by a Board appointed inspector and updates a reference to
the National Electrical Code within the State Building Code. City or town building officials or
code enforcement officers shall have the authority to check the license or identification of
inspectors. The Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) estimates the number
of voluntary inspections requested would be minimal, but there would be costs associated with
fueling State-owned vehicles traveling to the locations. The fee to be determined by the Board

The New

Hampshire Municipal Association indicates it is unlikely to affect municipal revenues or

of Electricians is unknown but would increase OPLC unrestricted revenue.

expenditures.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Office of Professional Licensure and Certification and New Hampshire Municipal Association




SB 135-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
03/30/2017 0477s
03/30/2017 12158

2017 SESSION
17-0777
10/05
SENATE BILL 135-FN
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.
SPONSORS: Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Watters, Dist 4; Rep. Backus, Hills. 19

COMMITTEE:  Executive Departments and Administration

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill clarifies who may request identification of licensed electrical inspectors. requires the
electricians' board to adopt rules on third party electrical inspections, updates the National
Electrical Code in the state building code. and removes the authority of the state fire marshal to
enforce provisions on electrician regulation.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italies.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthyoushr]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Seventeen
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph: )

V. A city or town building official or code enforcement officer designated by the
administrative authority of the city or town, shall have the authority to check the license or
identification card issued under this chapter.

2 New Section; Third Party Electrical Inspections; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 319-C by
inserting after section 5 the following new section:

319-C:5-a Third Party Electrical Inspections. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a
requiring any entity engaging a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections of electrical
installations in this state to have the person conducting the inspection be approved by the board.
The board shall maintain and make available a list of such persons approved for third-party
electrical inspections. The approval of a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections shall
not prohibit a city or town that has established inspections under RSA 47:22 or RSA 674:561 from
contracting with any person of its choice to perform third-party electrical inspections.

3 State Building Code; National Electrical Code. Amend RSA 155-A:1, IV to read as follows:

IV. "New Hampshire building code” or "state building code" means the adoption by
reference of the International Building Code 2009, the International Existing Building Code 2009,
the International Plumbing Code 2009, the International Mechanical Code 2009, the International
Energy Conservation Code 2009, and the International Residential Code 2009, as published by the
International Code Council, and the National Electrical Code [26834] 2017, as amended by the state
building code review board and ratified by the legislature in accordance with RSA 155-A:10. Thfa
provisions of any other national code or model code referred to within a code listed in this definition
shall not be included in the state building code unless specifically included in the codes listed in this
definition.

4 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Certificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:

III. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board
and with the signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed at the principal
place of business of said electrician, or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his person
and displayed at any time upon request te any electrical inspector appointed under this

chapter, as long as said person continues in the business as herein defined. The certificate shall
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SB 135-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
-Page 2 -

specify the name of the person licensed who, in the case of a firm, shall be one of its members or
employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or employees passing the examination.
In the case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upon the death of or the severance from
the company of said person.

5 Department of Safety; Enforcement by Fire Marshal; Electricians Removed. Amend RSA 21-
P:4, VII to read as follows:

VII. Have the discretion to grant authority to issue a citation for violations of fire safety
rules adopted under RSA 153:4-a, RSA 153:5, and RSA 160-C and to unlicensed persons who
perform actions that require a license under RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA310-G5] or RSA 320-A
to the state fire marshal or his or her designee, or to any fire chief, fire investigator, fire inspector
or fire prevention officer who meets the qualifications established pursuant to RSA 21-P:14, II(s).
A citation for violations under this paragraph shall carry the penalty set forth under RSA 153:24.
A building official or code enforcement officer may also be granted authority under RSA 21-P:14,
II(s) to issué a citation to any unlicensed person who performs actions requiring a license under
RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-319-C] or RSA 329-A.

6 Effective Date.
[. Section 3 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2018.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.



LBAO
17-0777
Amended 4/10/17

SB 135-FN- FISCAIL: NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE (AMENDMENTS #2017-0477s AND #2017-1215s)

AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.
FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County [ ] Local [ ] None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021
Appropriation $0 $0 30 %0
Revenue Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable | Indeterminable

._Eunding_.-ﬁaﬁé'_c_c: [X]General [ -] Edveation [ "] Highway "~ | ] Other “.*°

METHODOLOGY:

This bill as amended specifies who has authority to identify licensed electrical inspectors. The
Electrician's Board would be required to adopt rules regarding "third party electrical
inspections”. The authority for the State Fire Marshal to enforce electrician regulations has
been removed, It updates a reference to the National Electrical Code within the State Building
Code. City or town building officials or code enforcement officers shall have the authority to
check the license or identification of inspectors. The Departinent of Safety indicates a few
licensing inspectors on the joint board will take on the reéponsibility for electrical licensing
violations from many jurisdictions, impacting enforcement of electrical safety throughout the
State. The fiscal impact is unknown because of how many licensing violations handled locally

would become additional work for the joint board.
The Office of Professional Licensure and Certification indicates there is no fiscal impact.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Office of Professional Licensure and Certification and Department of Safety
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SB 135-FN - AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
03/30/2017 0477s
03/30/2017 1215s
1Jun2017... 1805h
2017 SESSION

17-0777
10/05

SENATE BILL 135-FN
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.
SPONSORS: Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Watters, Dist 4; Rep. Backus, Hills. 19

COMMITTEE: Executive Departments and Administration

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill clarifies who may request identification of licensed electrical inspectors, requires the electricians'
board to adopt rules on third party electrical inspections, updates the National Electrical Code in the state
building code, and removes the authority of the state fire marshal to enforce provisions on electrician
regulation. -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
03/30/2017 0477s

03/30/2017 1215s

1Jun2017... 1806h 17-0777

10/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Seventeen
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting after
paragraph IV the following new paragraph:

V. A state, city, or town building official or code enforcement officer appointed by the administrative
authority of the state, city, or town, who performs electrical inspections authorized in accordance with
RSA 155-A:2, IV, RSA 155-A:2, VI, RSA 47:22, or RSA 674:51 shall have the authority to check the license
or identification card issued under this chapter.

2 New Section; Third Party Electrical Inspections; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 319-C by inserting after
section 5 the following new section:

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?sy=201... 6/20/2017
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319-C:5-a Third Party Electrical Inspections. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a requiring
any entity engaging a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections of electrical installations in this
state to have the person conducting the inspection be approved by the board. The board shall maintain
and make available a list of such persons approved for third-party electrical inspections. The approval of
a persoh to conduct third-party electrical inspections shall not prohibit a city or town that has established
inspections under RSA 47:22 or RSA 674:51 from contracting with any person of its choice to perform
third-party electrical inspections.

3 State Building Code; National Electrical Code. Amend RSA 155-A:1, IV to read as follows:

IV. "New Hampshire building code" or "state building code" means the adoption by reference of the
International Building Code 2009, the International Existing Building Code 2009, the International
Plumbing Code 2009, the International Mechanical Code 2009, the International Energy Conservation
Code 2009, and the International Residential Code 2009, as published by the International Code Council,
and the National Electrical Code [2034] 2017, as amended by the state building code review board and
ratified by the legislature in accordance with RSA 155-A:10. The provisions of any other national code or
model code referred to within a code listed in this definition shall not be included in the state building
code unless specifically included in the codes listed in this definition.

4 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Certificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:

ITII. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board and with the
signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed at the principal place of business of
said electrician, or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his or her person and displayed at any
time upon request to any electrical inspector appointed by the board under this chapter, as long as
said person continues in the business as herein defined. The certificate shall specify the name of the
person licensed who, in the case of a firm, shall be one of its members or employees and, in the case of a
corporation, one of its officers or employees passing the examination. In the case of a firm or corporation,
the license shall be void upon the death of or the severance from the company of said person.

5 Department of Safety; Enforcement by Fire Marshal; Electricians Removed. Amend RSA 21-P:4, VII to
read as follows:

VII. Have the discretion to grant authority to issue a citation for viclations of fire safety rules adopted
under RSA 153:4-a, RSA 153:5, and RSA 160-C and to unlicensed persons who perform actions that
require a license under RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-338-C;] or RSA 329-A to the state fire marshal or
his or her designee, or to any fire chief, fire investigator, fire inspector or fire pre{’ention officer who meets
the qualifications established pursuant to RSA 21.P:14, II(s). A citation for violations under this
paragraph shall carry the penalty set forth under RSA 153:24. A building official or code enforcement
officer may also be granted authority under RSA 21-P:14, II(s) to issue a citation to any unlicensed person
who performs actions requiring a license under RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-316-G;] or RSA 329-A.

6 New Paragraph; State Building Code; National Electrical Code; Exception Added. Amend RSA 155-A:2
by inserting after paragraph X the following new paragraph:

XI. Notwithstanding the inclusion of the National Electrical Code 2017 in the state building code under
RSA 155-A:1, IV, the amended provisions of section 210.12 of the National Electrical Code, which modify
the National Electrical Code 2014 version to add arc-fault circuit interrupter requirements for dormitory
unit devices and bathrooms, guest rooms and guest suites, and branch circuit extensions or modifications
for dormitory units shall not be enforced under the state building code or this chapter.

7 Effective Date.

I, Section 3 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2018.

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?sy=201... 6/20/2017
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‘LBAO
17-0777
Amended 4/10/17

SB 135-FN- FISCAL NOTE
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE (AMENDMENTS #2017-0477s AND #2017-1215s)

AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.

FISCAL IMPACT: [X] State [ ]County [ 1Local [ ]None
Estimated Increase / (Decrease)

STATE: FY 2018 FY 2019 - FY 2020 FY 2021
Appropriation $0 30 30 30
Revenue Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable
Expenditures Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable Indeterminable

Funding Source: [ X] General [ ]Education [ ]Highway [ ]Other

METHODOLOGY:

This bill as amended specifies who has authority to identify licensed electrical inspectors. The
Electrician's Board would be required to adopt rules regarding "third party electrical inspections”.
The authority for the State Fire Marshal to enforce electrician regulations has been removed. It
updates a reference to the National Electrical Code within the State Building Code. City or town
building officials or code enforcement officers shall have the authority to check the license or
identification of inspectors. The Department of Safety indicates a few licensing inspectors on the joint
board will take on the responsibility for electrical licensing violations from many jurisdictions,
impacting enforcement of electrical safety throughout the State. The fiscal impact is unknown
because of how many licensing violations handled locally WOl}ld become additional work for the joint
board.

The Office of Professional Licensure and Certification indicates there is no fiscal impact.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:
Office of Professional Licensure and Certification and Department of Safety

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?sy=201... 6/20/2017
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03/30/2017 1215s
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2017 SESSION

17-0777
10/05
SENATE BILL 135-FN
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians,
SPONSORS: Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20; Sen. Watters, Dist 4; Rep. Backus, Hills, 19

COMMITTEE: Executive Departments and Administration

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill clarifies who may request identification of licensed electrical inspectors, requires the
electricians' board to adopt rules on third party electrical inspections, updates the National
Electrical Code in the state building code, and removes the authority of the state fire marshal to
enforce provisions on electrician regulation.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-endstruckthronsh:]
Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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SB 135-FN - VERSION ADOPTED BY BOTH BODIES
03/30/2017 0477s
03/30/2017 1215s
1Jun2017... 1805h - 17-0777
10/05

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Sevenieen
AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened..

1 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph:

V. A state, city. or town building official or code enforcement officer appointed by the
administrative authority of thé state, city, or town, who performs elecirical inspections authorized
in accordance with RSA 155-A:2, IV, RSA 155-A:2, VI, RSA 47:22, or RSA 674:51 shall have the
authority to check the license or identification card issued under this chapter.

2. New Section; Third Party Electrical 1nspections; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 319-C by
inserting after section 5 the following new section: ' '

319-C:5-a Third Party Electrical Inspections. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a
requiring  any entity engaging a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections of electrical
installations in this state to have the person conducting the inspection be approved by the board.
The board shall maintain and make available a list of such persons approved for third-party
electrical inspections. The approval of a person fo conduct third-party electrical inspections shall
not prohibit a city or town that has established inspections under RSA 47:22 or RSA 674:51 from
contracting with any person of its choice to perform third-party electrical inspections.

3 State Building Code; National Electrical Code. Amend RSA 155-A:1, IV to read as follows:

IV. "New Hampshire building cede" or "state‘ building code" means the adoption by
reference of the International Building Code 2009, the International Existing Building Code 2009,
the International Plumbing Code 2009, the International Mechanical Code 2009, the International
Energy Conservation Code 2009, ahd the International Residential Code 2009. as published by the

" International Code Council, and the National Electrical Code [2044] 2017, as amended by the atate

building cede review board and ratified by the legislature in accordance with RSA 155-A:10. The

provisions of any other national code or model code referved to within a code listed in this definition

shall not be included in the state building code unless specifically included in the codes listed in this
definition.

4 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Certificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:

II1. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board

and with the signature of the board chairman. which must be publicly displayed at the principal

place of business of said electrician, or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his or her

person and displayed at any time upon request to any electrical inspector appointed by the
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SB 135-FN - VERSION ADOPTED BY BOTH BODIES
- Page 2 -

board under this chapter, as long as said person continues in the business as herein defined.
The certificate shall specify the name of the person licensed who, in the case of a firm, shall be one
of its members or employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or employees
passing the examination. In the case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upon the
death of or the severance from the company of said person. l

5 Department of Safety; Enforcement by Fire Marshal; Electricians Removed. Amend RSA 21-
P:4, VII to read as follows:

VII. Have the discxietion to grant authority to issue a citation for viclations of fire safety
rules adopted under RSA 153:4-a, RSA 153:5, and RSA 160-C and to unlicensed persons who
perform actions that require a license under RSA 1563:28, RSA 153:29-a, [REA319-G;] or RSA 329-A
to the state fire marshal or his or her designee, or to any fire chief, fire investigator, fire inspectar
or fire prevention officer who meets the qualifications established pursuant to RSA 21-P:14, I1(g).
A citation for violations under this paragraph shall carry the penalty set forth under RSA 153:24.
A building official or code enforcement officer may also be granted authority under RSA 21-P:14,
II{s) to issue a citation to any unlicensed person who performs actions requiring a license under
RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA319-G;] or RSA 329-A.

6 New Paragraph; State Building Code; National Electrical Code; Exception Added. Amend
RSA 155-A:2 by inserting after paragraph X the following new paragraph:

XI. Notwithstanding the inclusion of the National Electrical Code 2017 in the state building
code under RSA 153-A:1, IV, the amended provisions of section 210.12 of the National Electrical
Code, which modify the National Electrical Code 2014 version to add arc-fault circuit interrupter
requirements for dornﬁtow unit devices and bathrooms, guest rooms and guest suites, and branch
circuit extensions or modifications for dormitory units shall not be enforced under the state building
code or this chapter. .

7 Effective Date.
I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2018.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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Sen. D'Allesandro, Dist 20
February 15, 2017
2017-0461s

10/08

Amendment to SB 135-FN

Amend the bill by replacing sections 2 and 3 with the following:

2 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph: -
V. A city or town building official or code enforcement officer designated by the
administrative authority of the city or town, shall have the authority to check the license or
identification card issued under this chapter.
3 New Section; Third Party Electrical Inspections; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 319-C by
inserting after section 5 the following new section:
319-C:5-a Third Party Electrical Inspections. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a
requiring any entity engaging a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections of electrical
installations in this state to have the person conducting the inspection be approved by the board.
The board shall maintain and make available a list of such persons approved for third-party

electrical inspections.
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 4 with the following:

5 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Certificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:
II1. All persons licensed by the bhoard shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board
and with the signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed at the principal
place of business of said electrician, .or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his person
and displayed at any time upon request to any electrical inspector appointed under this
chapter, as long as said person continues in the business as herein defined. The certificate shall
specify the name of the person licensed who, in the case of a firm, shall be one of its members or
employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or employees passing the examination.
In the case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upon the death of or the severance from
the company of said person.
6 Department of Safety; Enforcement by Fire Marshal; Electricians Removed. Amend RSA 21-
P:4, VII to read as follows:
VII. Have the discretion to grant authority to issue a citation for viclations of fire safety
rules adopted under RSA 153:4-a, RSA 153:5, and RSA 160-C and to unlicensed persons who
perform actions that require a license under RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-319-G;] or RSA 329-A
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Amendment to SB 1356-FN
- Page 2 -

to the state fire marshal or his or her designee, or to any fire chief, fire investigator, fire inspector
or fire prevention officer who meets the qualifications established pursuant to RSA 21-P:14, TI(s). A
citation for violations under this paragraph shall carry the penalty set forth under RSA 153:24. A
building official or code enforcement officer may also be granted authority under RSA 21-P:14, II(s)
to issue a citation to any unlicensed person who performs actions requiring a license under RSA
153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-319-C;] or RSA 329-A.
7 Effective Date.
1. Section 4 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2018.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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- Page 3 -

2017-0461s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill allows for the regulation of electrical installations done without compensation, clarifies
who may request identification of licensed inspectors, requires the electricians' board to adopt rules
on third party electrical inspections, updates the National Electrical Code in the state building code,
and removes authority of the state fire marshal to enforce provisions on electrician regulation.
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Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 15, 2017 :
2017-0477s

10/04

Amendment to SB 135-FN

Amend the bill by replacing sections 2 and 3 with the following:

2 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; ldentification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph: |
V. A city or town building official or code enforcement officer designated by the
administrative authority of the city or town, shall have the authority to check the license or
identification card issued under this chapter.
3 New Section; Third Party Electrical Inspections; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 319-C by
inserting after section 5 the following new section: |
319-C:5-a Third Party Electrical Inspections. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a
requiring any entity engaging a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections of electrical
installations in this state to have the person conducting the inspection be approved by the board.
The board shall maintain and make available a list of such persons approved for third-party

electrical inspections.
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 4 with the following:

5 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Certificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:
IIL. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the hoard
and with the signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed at the principal

place of business of said electrician, o, if no such place of business, must be carried on his person

" and displayed at any time upon request te any electrical inspector appointed under this

chapter, as long as said person continues in the business as herein defined. The certificate shall
specify the name of the person licensed who, m the case of a firm, shall be one of its meinbers or
employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or employees passing the examination.
In the case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upon the death of or the severance from
the company of said person.
6 Department of Safety; Enforcement by Fire Marshal: Electricians Removed. Amend RSA 21-
P:4, VII to read as follows:
VII. Have the discretion to grant authority to issue a citation for violations of fire safety
rules adopted under RSA 153:4-a, RSA 153:5, and RSA 160-C and to unlicensed persons who
perform actions that require a license under RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA319-C] or RSA 329-A
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Amendment to SB 135-FN
- Page 2 -

to the state fire marshal or his or her designee, or to any fire chief, fire investigator, fire inspector
or fire prevention officer who meets the qualifications established pursuant to REA 21-P:14, [I(s).
A citation for violations under this paragraph shall carry the penalty set forth under RSA 153:24.
A building official or code enforcement officer may alse be granted authority. under RSA 21-P:14,
II(s) to issue a citation to any unlicensed person who performs actions requiring a license under
RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-319-C;] or RSA 329-A.
7 Effective Date.
I. Section 4 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2018.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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2017-0477s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill allows for the regulation of electrical installations done without compensation. clarifies
who may request identification of licensed inspectors, requires the electricians' board to adopt rules
on third party electrical inspections, updates the National Electrical Code in the state building code,
and removes authority of the state fire marshal to enforce provisions on electrician regulation.
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Sen. Carson, Dist 14
March 29, 2017
2017-1215s

10/04

Floor Amendment to SB 135-FN

" Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Paragraph;. Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph:
V. A city or town building official or code en.forcement officer designated by the

~ administrative authonty of the city or town, shall have the authority to check the license or

identification card issued under this chapter.

2 New Section; Third Party Electrical Inspections; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 319-C by
inserting after section b the following new section:

319-C:6-a Third Party Electrieal Inspectmns. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a
requiring any entity engaging a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections of electrical
installations in this state to have the person conducting the inspection be approved by the boo.rd.
The board shall maintain and make available a list of such persons approved for third-party
electrical inspections. The approval of a person to conduct third-party electrical inspections shall
not prohibit a city or town that has established inspections under RSA 47:22 or RSA 674:51 from
contracting with any pefoon of its choice to perform third-party electrical inspections. -

3 State Building Code; National Electrical Code. Amend RSA 1{:35-A:1, IV to read as follows:

IV. "New Hampshire building code" or "state building code" means the adoption by

reference of the International Building Code 2009, the International Existing Building Code 2009,
the International Plumbing Code 2009, the International Mechanical Code 2009, the International

_ Energy Conservation. Code 2009, and the International Residential Code 2009; as published by the

International Code Council, and the National Electrical Code [2014] 2017, as amended by the state
building code review board and ratlﬁed by the legislature in accordance w1th RSA 155-A:10. The -
provisions of any other national code or model code referred to w1th1n a code listed in this deﬁnltlon
shall not be included in the state bulldlng codé unless-spec1ﬁcally included in the codes listed in this
definition. - l ' _
4 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Certificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:
II1. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board

" and with the signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed.at the principal

place of business of said electrician, or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his person
and displo.yed at any time upon request fo any elecirical inspector appointed under this:

chapter, as long as said person continues in the business as herein defined.- The certificate shall -
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. specify the name of the person licensed who, in the case of a firm, shall be one of its members or

employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or employees passing the examination.
In tﬁe case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upoﬁ the death of or the severance from
the company of said person. |

5 Department of Safety; Enforcement by Fire Marshal; Electricians B.emoved. Amend RSA 21-
P:4, VII to read as follows: '

VII. Have the discretion to grant authority to issue a c1tat10n for violations af ﬁ.re safety
rules adopted under RSA 153:4-a, RSA 153:5, and RSA 160-C and to unlicensed persons who
perform éctions that require a license under RSA 153:28, RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-319-C] or RSA 329-A
to the stafe fire marslélal or his or her designee, or to any fire chief, fire investigator, fire inspector
or fire IEev_énti_on officer who ‘meets the qualifications established pursuant to RSA 21-P:14, II(s).
A citétion for violations under this paragraph shall carry the pepalty set forth under RSA 153:24. .

" A building official or code enforcement officer may also be granted authority under RSA 21-P:14,

- II(s) to issue a citation to ‘any unhcensed person who performs actions reqmrmg a license under

RSA 153: 28 RSA 153:29-a, [RSA-319-G;] or RSA 329-A.
6 Effectwe Date.
I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect Jranuary 1, 2018.
" II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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2017-1215s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill clarifies who may request identification of licensed electrical inspectors, requires the
electricians' board to adopt rules on third party electrical inspections, updates the National
Electrical Code in the state building code, and removes the authority of the state fire marshal to
enforce provisions on electrician regulation. ’
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Rep. Proulx, Hills. 44
Rep. Beaudoin, Straf. 9
May 16, 2017
2017-1806h

10/04

Amendment to SB 135-FN

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 New Paragraph; Electricians; Inspectors; Identification. Amend RSA 319-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph IV the following new paragraph: '
V. A state. city, or town building official or code enforcement officer appointed by the
administrative authority of the state, city, or towh, who performs electrical inspections authorized
in accordance with RSA 155-A:2, TV, RSA 155-A:2, VI, RSA 47:22, or RSA 674:51 §hall have the

authority to check the license or identification card issued under this chapter.
Amend the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:

4 Licensing Requirements; Requests for Cerxtificate. Amend RSA 319-C:7, III to read as follows:
III. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board

and with the signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed at the principal
place of business of said electrician, or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his or Aer
person and displayed at any time upon request to any electrical inspector appointed by the

board under this chapter, as long as said person continues in the business as herein defined.

‘The certificate shall specify the name of the person licensed who, in the case of a firm, shall be one

of its members or employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or employees
passing the examination. In the case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upon the

death of or the severance from the company of said person.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 5 the following and renumbering the original section 6 to
read as T: , ‘

6 New Paragraph; State Building Code; National Electrical Code; Exception Added. Amend
RSA 155-A:2 by inserting after paragraph X the following new ’paragraph:

XI. Notwithstanding the inclusion of the National Electrical Code 2017 in the state building
code under RSA 155-A:1, IV. the amended provisions of section 210.12 of the National Electrical
Code, which modify the National Electrical Code 2014 version to add arc-fault circuit interrupter
requirements for dormitory unit devices and bathrooms, guest rooms and guest suites, and branch
circuit extensions or modifications for dormitory units shall not be enforced under the state building

code or this chapter.
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Wednesday 02/01/2017
(Day) (Date)
Executive Departments and Administration LOB 101 9:00 a.m. -
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9:55 a.m. SB 131-FN-A relative to the hiring of state troopers for drug interdiction work, and
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10:15 am. SB 132 establishing a state registry of historic burial grounds and
cemeteries.
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Senate Executive Departments and Administration

Committee
Deb Chronwak 271-1403

SB 135-FN, relative to the regulation of electricians.

Hearing Date:  February 1, 2017

Time Opened:  9:25 a.m. Time Closed: 9:30 a.m.
Members of the Cofnmittge Present: Senators Carson and Reagan

Members of the Committee Absent : Senators VGannon, Soucy and Woodburn
Bill Analysis: This bill allows for the regulation of electrical installations done
without compensation, authorizes voluntary inspection fees and identification of

inspectors, and updates the National Electrical Code in the state building code. -

Sponsors: .
Sen. D'Allesandro Sen. Watters Rep. Backus

Who supports the bill: Senator D’Allesandro, Steven Rancourt, ECBA; Dean
Sotirakopoulos, Chief Electrical Inspector, Office of Professional Licensure and
Certification (OPLC)

Who opposes the bill: No one
Who is neutral on the bill: No one

Summary of testimony presented in support:

Senator D’Allesandro, prime sponsor supplied a letter to Committee members
from Peter Cicolini, Chairman of the Electricians’ Board in support of this legislation
and also brought forward an amendment to the bill (Amendment #0216s).

- Proposes several changes to RSA 319-C

- The bill, as proposed, strikes “for compensation” from RSA 319-C:1.

- This is brought in because there are some people who believe they do not need
to be licensed by the Board if installing electrical installations outside of their own
home, provided they do not charge.

- Change is to eliminate risks posed to the public, by requiring an electrical

license for all installations, except those explicitly identified in statute as exempt.

- It does not eliminate homeowners exemption (RSA 319-C:15 II). _

- The addition of RSA 319-C:5 V, in the original bill, clarified in the proposed

amendment, allows an official, appointed by a city or town, to verify that a person

performing electrical installations is properly licensed. Currently, there is no

Page 1



statutory authority granting that ability.

- As found in the amendment, RSA 319-C:5, permits a third party electrical

inspector to perform electrical inspections allowing entities who need a third party

inspection, without additional fee from the Board, to choose from a list of approved

inspectors maintained by the Board.

- This bill adopts the most “current version” of the National Electrical Code, RSA

155-A:1 IV, which imposes the most up-to-date safety protocols on electrical

installation practices.

- The adoption of the 2017 National Electric Code, effective January 1, 2018, will
permit time to educate and train on new codes.

" Dean Sotirakopoulos, Chief Electrical Inspector, Office of Professional
Licensure and Certification (in support):
- Here to answer any questions the Committee may have.

Steven Rancourt, Pelham, New Hampshire, Licensed Electrician,
representing the Electrical Contractors Business Association (ECBA) (in
support) (requesting additional change to the bill - amendment provided):
- Offering another amendment to the bill, which applies to a different section.
- RSA 319-C:7 III is presently confusing and this language clarifies. The
addition of, “to any electrical inspector appointed under this chapter...”
- This has to do with people checking licenses. Gives authority for a state
electrical inspector to check your license, but before this change, it was not defined.
- The Chairman of the Electricians’ Board was made aware of this change, and
was okay with the change.
-  Hoping it is a simple amendment for the committee to accept.
Senator Carson asked Mr. Rancourt if he had a copy of the new electrical code.” Mr,
Rancourt asked if she was looking for the 2017. Senator Carson stated yes. He did
not have one with him. Senator Carson asked for one so that the committee could
read and see what exactly was in this code. Mr. Rancourt stated, “Sure”. Senator
Carson asked for this as soon as possible.

Summary of testimony presented in opposition: NQ one
Hearing closed at 9:30 a.m.

Future Action: Pending

dac
Date Hearing Report completed: February 3, 2017

[SB0135-FN-F)
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SENATE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE

Date: February 1, 2017 Time: 9:15 a.m. Public Hearing oh SB 135-FN
SB 135-FN — An Act relative to the regulation of electricians.
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SB 135 Narrative

This bill and its amendment propose several changes to RSA 319-C. First, the bill as
proposed strikes the words “for compensation” from RSA 319-C:1. Under the current version of
this law, some people believe that they do not need to be licensed by the board if they are
performing electrical installations outside their own home provided they do so free of charge.
The change seeks to eliminate the risks posed to the public by such practices by requiring an
electrical license for all installations except those explicitly identified in statute as being exempt.
[t does not eliminate the “homeowner’s exception” found in RSA 319-C:15, II; under that
exception a homeowner may make electrical installations to a single family residence owned and
occupied by the homeowner as a bona fide personal abode.

Second, the addition of RSA 319-C:5, V, found in the original bill and clarified in the
amendment, would allow an official appointed by a city or town to verify that a person
performing electrical installations in their city or town is properly licensed, as there is not
currently any explicit statutory authority granting them that ability. |

Third, the addition of RSA 319-C:5-a as found in the amendment to the bill, would
permit a third party electrical inspector to perform electrical inspections, and would allow
entities needing a third party inspection without additional fee from the board to choose from the
list of approved inspectors maintained by the board.

Finally, the bill adopts the most current version of the National Electrical Code in RSA
155-A:1, 1V, which will not only allow licensed electricians to use the latest products and
technology, but also imposes the most up to date safety protocols on electrical installation
practice. The adoption of the 2017 National Electrical Code effective January 1, 2018, will
permit licensees time to educate and train themselves on the code’s new provisions, and will
provide all consumers of electricity within the State of New Hampshire the safest and most
efficient installations possible. '



February 1, 2017 W A Gt

Honorable Senator Sharon Carson, Chair and Committee members, | would like to offer the following
amendment for SB135 --- please amend RSA 319-C:7-Hll by addlng the wordlng in bold below.

The reason for this amendment is to clarify, in this section, who is permitted to check an electncmn S
license issued by the Electricians’ Board.

Licensing Requirements. ~Amend RSA 319-C:7 III to read as follows

319-C:7 Licensing Requirements. — -
L. [Repealed.]

II. After June 30, 1976, the board shall issue a license as a master or journeyman electrician to any person
who files an application and meets the following qualifications:

(a) Completion of 8,000 hours of service as an apprentice electrician. The board may give credit toward
such service for the satisfactory completion of a course of instruction in the field at a school recognized by
the board; and

(b) Satisfactory passing of an examination conducted by said board as provided in RSA 319-C:8 to
determine his fitness to receive such license.

II-a. The board shall issue a license as 2 high/medium voltage electrician to any person who files an
application and meets the following qualifications:

(a) Shows proof of successfully completing a state national, or employer certification program
approved by the board or;

(b) Prior to January 1, 2003, shows proof of having been employed for a minimum of § years as a
high/medium voltage electrician working for a company with an approved training program.

III. All persons licensed by the board shall receive a certificate under the seal of the board and with the
signature of the board chairman, which must be publicly displayed at the principal place of business of said
electrician, or, if no such place of business, must be carried on his person and displayed at any time upon
request, fo any electrical inspector appointed under this chapter, as long as said person continues in the
business as herein defined. The certificate shall specify the name of the person licensed who, in the case of
a firm, shall be one of its members or employees and, in the case of a corporation, one of its officers or
employees passing the examination. In the case of a firm or corporation, the license shall be void upon the
death of or the severance from the company of said person.

IV. Apprentice electricians shall register with the board.



February 1, 2017

The Honorable Senator Sharon Carson, Chair

Senate Committee on Executive Departments and Administration
Legislative Office Building, Room 101

Concord, NH

Re: SB135 Electricians’ Board — Support
Dear Madam Chair and Members of the Committee:

1 am writing to register my support for SB135 with the amendments, sponsored by Senator
D'Alessandro. SB135 will correct a problem with people believing that if they perform an electrical
installation without being paid that they are not required to be licensed. It also gives statutory authority
for a local city or town inspector who is appointed by that city or town to check a license or ID card of
the person performing an electrical installation. The amended section will allow the Electricians’ Board
to adopt rules for qualifications of a person who performs third party. electrical inspections in NH and
make available a list of those persons to NH residents or businesses. Lastly the adoption of the 2017
National Electrical Code would allow licensees and the public the use of the newest products and
technology along with the latest safety standards for electrical installations. ' '

As chairman of the Electricians’ Board and based upon my personal experience as a NH licensed master
electrician, this is the right thing to do. Please support SB135 with the amendments.

If you have aﬁy questions or require anything additional from me, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Peter T. Cicolini
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, February 15, 2017
THE COMMITTEE ON Executive Departments and Administration
to which was referred SB 135-FN

AN ACT relative to the regulation of electricians,

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

BY AVOTE OF: 4-1

AMENDMENT # 0477s

Senator Jeff Woodburn
For the Committee

Deb Chroniak 271-1403
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New Hampshire General Court - Bill Status System

Docket of SB135

Docket Abbreviations

Bill Title: relative to the regulation of electricians.

Official Docket of SB135;

Date Body Description

1/24/2017 S Introduced 01/19/2017 and Referred to Executive Departments and
Administration; S1 5

1/26/2017 Hearing: 02/01/2017, Room 101, LOB, 09:15 am; SC 8

2/15/2017 Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment #2017-0477s,
02/23/2017;8C11 ‘

2/23/2017 Sen. Carson Moved Laid on Table, MA, VV; 02/23/2017, 81 7

2/23/2017 S ;ending Motion Committee Amendment #2017-0477s; 02/23/2017; 8]

3/31/2017 S Sen. Bradley Moved to Remove From Table, MA, VV; 03/30/2017; S 12

3/31/2017 ) Sen. Daniels Waived Referral to Finance; 03/30/2017; 83 12

3/31/2017 S Committee Amendment #2017-0477s, AA, VV; 03/30/2017; S3 12

3/31/2017 S i;n. Carson Offered Floor Am’éndment #2017-1215s; 03/30/2017; 8]

3/31/2017 S Sen. Giuda Moved to Divide the Question on 2017-1215; Sections 1, 2, 4,

' 5 and 6; and Sections 3 and 6; 03/30/2017; 83 12

3/31/2017 S The Chair ruled the Question Divisible; 03/30/2017 83 12

3/31/2017 S Sections 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6, AA, VV; 03/30/2017; 8] 12

3/31/2017 S Sections 3 and 6, RC 16Y-6N, AA; 03/30/2017 8] 12 ‘

3/31/2017 S Ought to Pass with Amendments 2017-0477s and 2017-1215s, MA,
VV; OT3rdg; 03/30/2017; S3 12

4/4/2017 H Introduced 03/23/2017 and referred to Executive Departments and
Administration

4/4/2017 H Public Hearing: 04/12/2017 02:00 PM LOB 306

4/18/2017 H Subcommittee Work Session: 04/25/2017 09:00 AM LOB 306

4/25/2017 H Subcommittee Work Session: 05/02/2017 11:00 AM LOB 306

5/11/2017 H Subcommittee Work Session: 05/16/2017 10:00 AM LOB 306

5/9/2017 H Executive Session: 05/16/2017 10:30 AM LOB 306

5/24/2017 H Committee Report: Qught to-Pass with Amendment #2017-1805h for
06/01/2017 (Vote 14-0; CC) HC 26 P. 7

6/1/2017 H Amendment #2017-1805h: AA VVV 06/01/2017

6/1/2017 H Ought to Pass with Amendment 1805h: MA.VV 06/01/2017

6/8/2017 ) Sen. Carson Moved to Concur with the House Amendment, RC 18Y-3N,,
MA; 06/08/2017; S3 19

NH House NH Senate

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_docket.aspx?lsr=... 6/15/2017
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COMMITTEE REPORT FILE INVENTORY
SB.135-FN_ORIGINAL REFERRAL _ RE-REFERRAL
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