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HOUSE BILL 632-A
AN ACT ‘ establishing the position of state advisor of the FFA in the department of
agriculture, markets, and food.

SPONSORS: Rep. Sad, Ches 1; Rep. Jasper, Hills 37; Rep. Haefner, Hills 37

COMMITTEE: Environment and Agriculture

ANALYSIS

This bill establishes the position of state advisor of the FFA in the department of agnculture,
markets, and food A

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and struelkthrough.]
Matter whlch is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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. HB 632-A - AS INTRODUCED

13-0028
08/05
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
_ In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Thirteen
AN ACT - estabhshmg the position of state advisor of the FFA in the department ‘of

agricultiire, markets, and food.

~

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Represeritatives in General Court convened:

1 Future Farmers of America; State Advisor. There is created within _thé ‘department of
agriculture, markets, and food the classified part-time position of state advisor of the FFA, who shall
be under the direction of the commissioner of the department of agriculfure, markets, and fo‘od
pursuant to RSA 485-A:30, I-a. The state advisor of the FFA shall be i'esponsible for the statewide
oversight of FFA pfograms to support youth leadership development in agricultural education.

2 Appropriation\ The sum of $20,000 is hereby appropriated to the department. of agriculture,
markets, and food for the fiscal year ending June '30A 2014 to contract for a state advisor of the FFA

estabhshed in sect1on 1 of this bill. The govemor is authonzed to draw a warrant for said sums out

of any money in the treasury not otherw1se appropriated.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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\ Amendment to HB 632-A

Rep. Sad, Ches. 1
February 4, 2013
2013-0156h
08/04

AN

Amend the title of the\bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT making an appropriation for the activities of the state FFA program in the
departmean agriculture, markets, and food.

Amend the bill by replacing all after'‘the enacting clause with the following:

1 Appropriation. The sum of $40,000 }¢ hereby appropriated to the department of agriculture,
ne 30, 2015 to fund the activities of the state FFA

.program (formerly known as Future Farmers o

markets, and food for the biennium ending

merica). The governor is authorized to draw a
warrant for said sum out of any money in the treas not otherwise appropriated.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its\passage.




Amendment to HB 632-A
-Page 2 -

2013-0156h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill makes an appropriation for the activities of the state FFA program (formerly known as
Future Farmers of America) in the department of agriculture, markets, and food.
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Committee Members: Re m, {
(Eartle?i Gardner,i Mi]lg, aef Comtois) Johnson/,

'HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE
PUBLIC HEARING ON HB 632-A

BILL TITLE: establishing the position of state advisor of the FFA in the department of

agriculture, markets, and food.
DATE: February 12, 2013

LOB ROOM: 303 ’ Time Public Hearing Called to Order: 1:00 p.m.

Time Adjourned: 2:35p.m.

(please circle if present)

and @’ Connwy.

Blll Sponsors: Rep Sad, Ches 1; Rep. Jasper, Hills 37; Rep. Haefner, Hills 37

TESTIMONY ;
*  Use asterisk if written testimony and/or amendments are submitted.

Rep. Tara Sad - Prime sponsor of the bill. Amendment replaces entire bill as initially presented.
The amendment designates the sum of $40,000 to provide funding for the activities of the NH FFA,
including the payment of a contracted employee advisor. This would not entail the expense of '
benefits or insurance. Position of advisor was formerly in the Department of Educatlon but was cut
as result of budget reductions.

Lorraine Merrill, Commissioner, Department of Agriculture - Supports the bill.

* Sophie LaRochelle, NH FFA - Supports the bill. NH FFA has around 700 members. Related
the many skill sets developed by FFA programs, at local, state and national level. Personally grows
and sells vegetables as well as animals for meat. Many students engaged in production and sales of
NH products. :

* Jodi Hibbard, NH FFA Association - Supports the bill. Related how involvement with FFA
developed speaking, leadership and interpersonal skills which prepare for future career. Job
shadowed with Rep. Robert Haefner as guide last year.

Erica Comeau; NH FFA - Supports the bill.

Linda Burleigh - Supports the bill.

Gary Keougﬁ, FFA Foundation - Supports the bill.




* Emmalu Garvin, NH FFA - Supports the bill. Member of FFA since 206. With FFA able to -
build confidence,, sense of belonging; program reinforces classroom learning with career skills.
Advisor motivates, inspires and connects students with local, state and national opportunities.

Kyle LeBlanc, NH FFA - Supports the bill. 700 members in New Hampshire.

* Haley Paradis, NH FFA - Supports the bill. Past President of FFA. Leadership training:
horse judging, leadership training in Washington, DC; experience small business buying and selling
horses; raising chickens for sale.

Elizabeth Craig, NH FFA - Supports the bill. National FFA started in 1928; New Hampshire
established in 1931. New Hampshire Foundation needs financial support.

Maria Vanderwoude, NH FFA - Supports the bill. Current State FFA Advisor: Looking to retire
at some point; need funding to attract advisor to position. Annual budget for FFA $30,000 with no
salary; supports scholarships, student training, awards, travel, leadership camp. Funding cut in
2011. Found a couple of small grants to fund advisor; foundation usually funds student-related
activities. Only now received national FFA list to reach out to alumni for financial assistance; list
needs updating. No one can do this job without financial support from spouse due to insufficient
funding. $13,500 serves seven chapter advisors. Advisor could easily be a full-time job. Most other
states have at least two full-time staff members of FFA.

Rep. Virginia Irwin - Supports the bill. Initial funding was $119k divided seen ways; pittance for
advisor. Believes FFA to be largest student organization in the country. Provides career, leadership
skills for anyone in field related to agriculture. Amount requested small to serve 700 students in
New Hampshire.

‘James McConough, FFA Foundation - Supports the bill. Formerly funded through the ‘
Department of Education, which has abandoned program due to funding cuts.

Rick Martineau, NH FFA Foundatlon & NH AAE - Supports shift of fundmg from the
Department of Education to the Department of Agriculture. .

Bruce Farr - Supports the bill. Need a voice in.public schools for agriculture, environment and
government. This position keeps the doors open. National level, funded through the Department of
Agriculture; would prefer the New Hampshu‘e Department of Education oversight, but wants
position funded.

Rep. Robert Haefner - Co-sponsor of the bill. Alvirne is only high school east of Mississippi River
that has working dairy farm. He wrote letters to congratulate National Award winners.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Lisa I. Whittemore
Acting Clerk
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HB 632-FN

Rep Tara Sad — Prime Sponsor: Amendment replaces entire bill as initially presented. The amendment
. : -designates the sum of $40,000 to provide funding for the activities of the NH FFA, including the payment
fa contracted employee advisor. This would not entail the expense of benefits or insurance. Position of
dvisor was formerly inthe Dept of Education, but was cut as result of budget reductions. '

Lorraine Merrill = NH DAMEF — Supports.

*Sophie LaRochelle — Supports: NH FFA has around 700 members. Related the many skill sets developed
by FFA programs, at local, state and national level. Personally grows and sells vegetables as well as
animals for meat. Many stu_dents engaged in production and sales of NH products.

*Jodi Hibbard, Sec’y.of Granite State Association of FFA — Supports: Related how involvement with FFA
developed speaking, leadership and interpersonal skills which prepare for future career. Job shadowed
with Rep Robert Haefner as guide last year.

Erica Comeau — Supports.

Linda Burleigh — Supports.

*Emmalu Garvin, Sr in Agricultural Education and Management — Supports: Member of FFA since
2006. With FFA able to build confidence, sense of belonging; program reinforces classroom learning with
- career skills. Advisor motivates, inspires and connects stUdents with local, state and national
. dbbortunities.

"Kyle LeBlanc — Supports: 700 members in NH.

Haley Paradis — Supports: Past president FFA — leadership training: horse»judging, leadership training in
WaShington DC; experience small business buying and selling horses; raising chickens for sale.

Elizabeth Craig — Supports: National FFA started in 1928; NH established in 1931. NH Foundation needs
financial support. '

Maria Vanderwoude — Current State FFA Advisor: Looking to retire at some point; need funding to
attract advisor to position. Annual-budget for FFA $30,000 with no salary; supports scholarships, student
training, awards, travel, leadership camp. Funding cut in 2011. Found a couple of small grants to fund -
advisor; foundation usually funds student-related activities. Only now received national FFA list to reach
out to alumni for financial assistance; list needs updating.

Rep Virginia Irwin - Supports: Initial funding was $119k divided seen ways; pittance for advisor. Believes
FFA to be largest student organization in the country. Provides career, leadership skills for anyone in ’
.- field related to agriculture. Amount requested small to serve 700 students in NH.

James McConough (sp) former president of FFA Foundation - Supports. Formerly funded through the

Dept of Education, which has abandoned program due to funding cuts.




Rick Martineau — NH Agriculture Teachers Assoc — NH FFA Foundation — NHAAE — Supports shift of
fundmg from Dept of Ed to Dept of Agrlculture

Bruce Farr— Supports: Need a voice in public schools for agriculture, environment and government. This
position keeps the doors open. National level, funded through Dept of Agriculture; would prefer the NH
Dept of Education oversight, but wants position funded.

Maria Vanderwoude — Supports: No one can do this job without financial support from spouse due to
- insufficient funding. $13,500 serves seven chapter advisors. Advisor could easily be a full-time job. Most
other states have at least 2 full-time staff members of FFA.

Rep Haeffner Alvirne is only high school east of Mississippi River that has worklng dairy farm. He wrote
letters to congratulate National Award winners.
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Good afternoon Mdm/Mr Chair and representatives thank you for your time and
consideration of this bill. My name is Sophie LaRochelle and I am the President of
the Granite State Association of FFA, which is an organization for students
interested in the business, science, and technology of agriculture. Across the country
there are over half a million FFA members with the opportunity for personal
growth, premier leadership, and career success-all key components of the FFA.

In New Hampshire we have around 700 FFA members. FFA begins in the
agricultural classroom. Across our state we have students enrolled in classes
ranging from introduction to agriculture to interior horticulture and from
veterinary science to agricultural business. Once a student is enrolled in an
agricultural class they have the opportunity to join the FFA. Those students that do
join the FFA are welcomed with the opportunity to expand on the knowledge they
learn in the classroom. These opportunities begin on the chapter level where
members can start their own Supervised Agricultural Experience, or SAE. For
instance if a student learns about plant breeding in their Plant Science class and
wants to learn more they might start an SAE to develop a squash that contains
desirable traits of both the green and yellow variety of squash making a more
marketable variety. Or a student could spend extra hours on the school farm or
garden expanding their knowledge of proper farm management as well as work
ethic. Also on the chapter level a student can achieve a chapter officer position or
work to organize activities for their chapter. However the number of opportunities
a student has available to them skyrockets once they begin to participate on the
State Level. The student who started an SAE in Beef Production after learning about
Beef Cattle in their Animal Science class can compete against other students across
the state for a proficiency award. Or the student who has some really good ideas but
is to shy to present them to her chapter can attend one of our many leadership
events and gain confidence and knowledge about how she can lead her chapter in
the direction she wants to. Or the student who excelled in his Agricultural Business
class can compete in the Agricultural Sales Career Development Event against
student teams from across the state.

It is at the State Level of participation that students really grow. They have the
opportunity to befriend other students who are interested in the same things as
them, or to compete against a larger pool of talent in a multitude of events. Students
who participate in Career Development Events, or CDE’s, often improve their ability
to work as a team as well as gaining knowledge highly valuable in the workplace
such as product creation, marketing strategies, food safety procedures,
parliamentary law, plant and animal identification and care, and material processing
processes. Those students who succeed at this level even have the opportunity to
compete on the national level! However without State Level competition students
would lose the ability to gain these skills and opportunities.

The FFA provides students with the opportunity to discover a passion for ag ¢ ¢y ifuce +h
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important. For if we do not have young people prepared to be successful in the field
of agriculture how are we going to feed a rapidly growing population?

New Hampshire has a tradition of being a rural state. It is going to require young
people that are savvy and passionate about agriculture to keep that tradition strong,
and that is what the FFA provides. Young people who are passionate about
agriculture, who have the skills to help feed the growing population and the
knowledge to keep our state rural and profitable.

FFA members are already helping to feed our state, I myself grow and sell
vegetables as well as beef, lamb, pork, and chicken. Many students operate maple
syrup production operations. Many more own fruit and vegetable operations. By
supporting us you support the future of the popular local farming trend.

FFA also puts a great deal of emphasis on service. Many chapters grow food that
they donate to food pantries across the state. Our Association recently raised a great
deal of money for a family in need. So by supporting us you are supporting our
communities.

FFA also helps to assure our students career success. Many colleges greatly
appreciate the value of the FFA experience and students who were involved in FFA
are more likely to be accepted. I myself was accepted to Cornell University with the
help of my FFA achievements. Students who compete nationally and do well are
often given large scholarships to continue in that area and even on the State level we
have sponsors of a number of CDE’s and SAE’s that provide small scholarships for
students who are successful.

To ensure the success of such a diverse and important an organization takes a great
deal of work on the chapter, state, and national level. Due to a lack of funding the
State level of our Association is being threatened. Without state organization
students won’t be challenged to grow. This threatens not only the success of our
students but also the success of New Hampshire agriculture and the New Hampshire
way of life. For these reasons I am asking for your support of

Hovse. Bl 37 - A
please help us to ensure the success of our Association, our
students, and our way of life.




Thank you Mr./Mme. Chair!.

Good afternoon, my name is Jodi Hlbbard Secretary of the Gramte State Association of
FFA, and I live in Derry, New Hampshlre ‘

4t T

I know by now my friends, colleagiies;-and fellow supporters of House Bill 632
have shared important facts and statistics about the National FFA Organization, including
our membership which stands oVer a half a'iiillion members $trohg, or that in New'
Hampshire alone there are nearly 700 active’mémbers who passionately stand behind our
organization. Although I could easily list thé iy figures that show the FFA's impact in
student lives, career preparation; or the agricultural industry 1tse1f I would hke to instead
share how the FFA: has unpacted me persopally.” v - : :

. Ep e
Three years ago I entered my agrlculture busmess class at Alv1rne ngh School as

your "typical teenager". I have always loved animals and liked that this class gave me the
unique opportunity to work with dairy cows, but still wasn't- exactly sure what I was doing
there. My hair-dyed black, the séat in the back corner of the room, and the fact that I
never spoke all served as my.shell. Ong in which I could hide from iy peers and ghde

- through-the-motions of class unnoticed. AS EEA bétdine nioré familiar in my LS, however;
so.did my passion whichis livestock production; my peers who'became my friénds (some
of whom are sitting behind me today), and th§ 6wn personality which'is no longer the
reserved student in the back of the class, but & conﬁdent leader able to share thlS w1th you
today! ol : SR A SR BRI v

STV RS PR
FFA is not Just for farmers Although 1 have chosen FFA as an avenue to begin a

career in‘global livestock production, the ofgdnization has presented myself and many
others with the opportunity to explore nea‘rlgﬁﬁhy'-career'ifnaginable. One of my most
memorable experiences in the FFA was a job shadow T did last year with a.friend of mine.
Perhaps you've heard of him? Representative Bob Haefner was my guide as 1 experienced
an entire workday here in the Legislative Office Building: I visited offices, spoke briefly
with the goveriior, and was even able to seérvé'as an "honorary representative™ in two
hearings just like this one! I gained so much:iiisight from this experience and even
considered future careers in this area.

So what exactly is the money from House Bill 632 going toward? Supporting
positions in leadershlp to educate New Hampshjre s FFA students to become not:-only: -
future farmers, but also future business, leaders educators commumcators and maybe

—

even congressmen and women! ENINS



Granite State FFA Funding

Funding History

The Granite State Association of FFA has a long history dating back to the 1920s. State
funds supported the State FFA Advisor/AgricuItural Education consultant position at the
Department of Education (DOE) through 2003. From their inceptions, all Career & Technical
Student Organizations had state advisor positions funded through the NH Department of
Education. However, these positions were cut in 1992. At that time, the FFA and its
supporters worked hard to get the FFA’s position reinstated. Although this effort was a
success, the newly hired FFA State Advisor, Dr. Richard Barker, had many other duties at the
DOE and was allotted only a small percentage of his time to work on FFA. At this point, NH
FFA was still following the national model for state FFA leadership, which includes an

-individual at the DOE who serves as State FFA Advisor and at least one other person to fill the

role of FFA Executive Secretary (or Executive Director).

Meanwhile, directors of the Career & Technical Education (CTE) Centers in NH (at that
time known as “Vocational Centers”) stepped in and created a consortium called “TEC NH”.
Each vocational center contributed 3% of the federal Carl Perkins funding it received to TEC
NH, which distributed it to the CTSOs and teacher development initiatives. Each CTSO
received less than $6,000, with FFA’s portion going to fund the position of Executive Director.
The Executive Director was expected to “pick up the slack” since the State Advisor could no.
longer give a significant amount of time to FFA.

. In 1997, due to the efforts of the CTSOs, legislation was passed adding a line to the
DOE’s budget, providing funding for the seven CTSOs and a state-wide CTSO coordinator. Each -
CTSO began receiving $13,500 from the state while TEC NH continued its support at the level
of $5,000 per CTSO. In 2003, Dr. Barker retired from the DOE, leaving the Executive Director
as sole state leader. Prior to his departure, Dr. Barker worked with Commissioner of
Agriculture Stephen Taylor to secure office space in the NH Department of Agriculture,
Markets and Food for the FFA Executive Director.

As of July 1, 2011, state funding for CTSOs through the Department of Education has
been eliminated. Due to other cuts in education, TEC NH was forced to withdraw the majority
of its financial support for CTSOs as well. Since that time, FFA has continued services to
students by utilizing volunteers, private donations and grants. However, it has proven
extremely difficult to raise the $18,500 which was removed. Additionally, the Executive
Director is employed on a quarter-to-quarter basis, never knowing if funds will be available for
the next three month period.

Other Funding Sources

The Granite State Association of FFA raises a considerable amount of money by soliciting
sponsors, collecting membership dues and holding fund raisers. Most of this money goes
directly to programs for students. Local FFA chapters generate additional funds through




community sponsorships and fund raisers. Parents, students, alumni and businesses all
support FFA financially. ‘

Savings to NH Taxpayers

NH teachers are required to earn a minimum of 75 continuing education units per 3 year
certification period in order to maintain their state certification. School districts (taxpayers!)
must, under most circumstances, pay for these units. However, all FFA provides continuing
education units to local FFA-advisors free of charge. For example, assuming a minimum cost of
$25 per unit, if only 15 agriculture teachers received 20 units through FFA, that equals $7,500
in savings to NH taxpayers in one year. Additionally, FFA does an excellent job of “rescuing”
at-risk students. The cost of placing ONE at-risk student out of district ranges from a low of
about $45,000 to upwards of $200,000 per year. If just two at-risk students are kept in school,
that’s a minimum of $90,000 savings to taxpayers per year —far more than we are requesting. .

Additional savings comes in the form of thousands of hours of community service
performed by local and FFA chapters each year. Many FFA members use these hours to meet
high school graduation requirements.

Teacher & Volunteer Contributions

Ag teachers and volunteers give hundreds if not thousands of hours to the Granite State
FFA each year. Teachers, who are already giving many, many hours of unpaid time to their
local FFA chapters, coordinate the competitions the FFA holds at the state level each year.
They also bring students to numerous events, many of which are held on weekends and may
involve two or more nights 'away from home. Most of these teachers are not being paid for
their additional time. Volunteeris are used to judge competitions throughout the year, raise
funds, and help coach teams.

The time required to oversee all of these volunteers, competitions and events, in
addition to performing all of the other tasks necessary to run a non-profit
organization, is on average 18 hours per week. This is the work that is
performed by the Granite State FFA Executive Director/Advisor.




The FFA Organization is rooted in agricultural education, but it is so much
more than that. I had never heard of the FFA organization until my oldest
daughter was a freshman at Pinkerton Academy. Since she needed
something to do after school and had a love of animals, she attended an
FFA meeting. That decision changed her life. Through her time with the
FFA, she developed excellent public speaking and presentation skills,
became a leader and discovered her career path. She traveled to other
states to present leadership and motivational workshops. She met with
congressman in Washington, DC to discuss agricultural and educational
issues. Now she has settled in Orlando, Florida as an Environmental
Initiative Project Manager for Walt Disney World. My other daughter _
enjoyed many of the same opportunities through FFA. When attending the
National FFA Convention with 55,000 other students, she tried her hand at
welding in a booth at the Career and College Expo. She has since become a
certified welder and is working in upstate New York.

FFA is one of the few student organizations that benefits students of all
academic levels, capabilities and interests. There are advanced students
planning on attending veterinary school, there are students who are in
danger of not graduating, there are athletes and artists. They can all come
together in FFA and work towards a common goal, be it competing on a
team, a community service project or preparing for state and national
convention. Many of the projects and competition areas require a blending
of academic areas such as science, math, business, public speaking, etc. I
have helped students develop a marketing plan, get ready for a food
science and technology competition, write a speech, create a product for a
sales event and prepare for an environmental science and natural resource
event.

The FFA program could not function without the state advisor. The position
is critical in coordinating efforts of teachers and members along with
arranging conferences and competitions. As a New Hampshire FFA
Foundation trustee, I spend a large part of my volunteer time working on
‘ways to raise funds to support the program and the state advisor. I believe
this is true of the other trustees as well. With state funding, we would have
more time to share our wisdom and experience with students.

~In closing, I would like to share a few statistics:




- in 2010, 63% of all high school graduates went on to secondary
education, but 83% of graduating FFA
members went on to secondary education

- up to 25% of American jobs are based in agriculture

Without the support of the Finance Committee, our state legislature and the
governor, FFA may not be able to continue as we know it in New
‘Hampshire. This would be a tremendous loss to the students of New
Hampshire and to the future of our state's residents.

@mﬂw
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Hi my name is Haley Paradis. I am from Dover and I am a past NH FFA State President. I am
your typical 19 year old except for the fact I work full time on my parents 70 acre beef and horse
farm. My summers don't include pool partys but instead throwing hay, breaking colts and
assisting the first time heifers calving. Being an only child you could say i was my fathers
favorite son but it wasn't always that way. When I entered high school I litterally had no idea
what I wanted to be. I was not even considering a career in the agriculture industry. I was was
your typical bratty 15 year old and I hated that I had to wake up early every day when all my
other friends got to sleep in. I didn't see the importance of my family farm's roots. The day I
enrolled in my schools agriculture class and became active in FFA, was the day my life changed
forever. I competed on the state level in many different events and competed in horse judging on
a national level. I went through vigirous leadership training as a state officer and one of my
favorites I participated in national leadership programs which made me experience how
important agriculture is to this country. I felt as though I was a part of something. My work ethic
in school and on the farm increased dramactilly and I actually started to get a long with my
parents. I even became the Dover chapter's president.

I was impacted so much on what FFA did for me that I wanted to help change others for the
better as well. Thats when I ran for state office. Becoming a state officer was the greatest time of
my life. We were not just informed on agriculture issues but also how to become leaders. We

were trained on how to inspire members and assist on shaping them selves into a better person.

Because of FFA 1 started my own small business of buying and reselling horses and I raised
about 200 broiler chickens and sold the meat. My next step is college in Colorado. I am going to
Lamar College in hopes of double majoring in horse training and agriculture business. My
aspirations are to take over the family farm and also some day become and ag teacher myself. I
can tell you that I am not the only one like this, FFA members earn more than $4 billion annually
through their hands-on work experience. Members of this organization are not just the future of
agriculture but the future of our world. FFA takes us into the real world whether we are business
men or women, farmers, or maybe even both. We could be your daughter's horse trainer, the
logger who cleared your house lot or the cotton grower who is responsible for your shirt.
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My name is Emmalee Garvin, I am here to testify in favor of House Bill 632,
funding for the NH FFA Advisor Position. I am a senior agriculture education major at
the university of New Hampshire. I have been a member of the NH FFA since 2006 and I
can tell you honestly that being a member has forever changed my life for the better. I
was once a shy child who was often bullied for my love of agriculture. FFA gave me a
place where I could be myself, make friends with similar interests, study the things I
loved and ultimately become the person I am today. I served as the State secretary in
2009, and received the opportunity to represent NH at the 2010 tournament of roses
parade. I have friends in every state, a clear career path, which I am working towards, and
a bright future ahead of me. I owe it all to being involved in FFA, it gave me confidence,
and a sense of belonging. It allowed me to pursue my passions and has opened many
doors for me.

The FFA organization is an integral part of agriculture education. Without it,
students are being deprived of an important part of their education. FFA reinforces the
classroom learning through practical competition, which allows students to demonstrate
the skills and knowledge they have learned. Industry exploration, which can include but
is not limited to job placement, research, and even starting an agricultural business.

Our State Advisor is very important to the organization; they are the glue that
holds are entire state association together. Being older than the rest of us, they are asked
from time to time to advise us. Their knowledge is based on wisdom and experience.
They motivate and support our chapter advisors, and connect our chapters to each other.
They connect our state association with other states, and they are the state’s connection to
the National Organization and insure that our ‘members have access to the National FFA
and all it has to offer (scholarships, jobs, mternatlonal travel opportunities, agriculture
and leadership conferences); the advisor is respons1ble for the coordinating State
activities including leadership conferences, Career Development Events, and our yearly
State Convention.

Without the Advisor, the members would have no competitions in which to
compete in, no opportunity to earn recogmtlon for their hard work in Supervised
Agricultural Experiences and they will miss out on many scholarship opportunities. They
will lose the chance to travel to Nationals and to experience how it feels to be part of an
organization that is more than half million members strong. When you fund the NH FFA
Adbvisor, you are opening the doors for hundreds of students to develop their potential for
premier leadership, personal growth and career success. Thank you.
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Rep. Jane B. Johnson, Clerk
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REGULAR CALENDAR.

February 21, 2013

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

| The Majorlty of the Commlttee on ENVIRONMENT AND

AGRICULTURE to which was referred HB632-A,

AN ACT establishing the position of state advisor of the
‘FFA in the department of agri.cult.ure, markets, and

food. Hav1ng considered the same, report the same

Wlth the following Resolution: RESOLVED That it is

.INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tara A Sad.

FOR THE.MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

‘Original: House Clerk

Cc: Committee Bill File
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MAJORITY

COMMITTEE REPORT
Committee' ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE
“Bill Number sr . HB63ZA . ER e T
j T1t1e o ’estabiﬁlns—l;ﬁlé the pos1t10n of state adv1sor of the
. FFA in the department of agriculture, markets,
o and food. B
Date '  February

Consent Calendar:

B e e

i ‘ecommendatmn SRR

' STATEMENT OF INTENT -

‘This bill would appropriate $20,000 per year over the biennium to the Department
of Agriculture, Markets and Food for funding of the State FFA (formerly Future
Farmers of America) Advisor. For over sixty years, the FFA has been training
‘agricultural professionals and leaders, including the hundreds currently active in
the program who will become our state’s new generation of farmers. The E&A
Committee understands that all appropriations for the upcoming biennium need to
.be addressed in HB1 (the appropriations bill) and not in standalone bills such as
this, and therefore reluctantly recommends ITL. However, the committee strongly
urges the Finance Committee, during its budget negot1at1ons to approve this
miniscule appropriation request for this essential program that ensures the future
of New Hampshlre agriculture.

Vote 11-7

" Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File

Rep. Tara A Sad
FOR THE MAJORITY
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ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

HB632-A, establishing the position of state advisor of the FFA in the department of agriculture,
markets, and food. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tara A Sad for the Majority of ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE. This bill would
appropriate $20,000 per year over the biennium to the Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food

" for funding of the State FFA (formerly Future Farmers of America) Advisor. For over sixty years,

the FFA has been training agricultural professionals and leaders, including the hundreds currently

" active in the program who will become our state’s new generation of farmers. The E&A Committee

understands that all appropriations for the upcoming biennium need to be addressed in HB1 (the
appropriations bill) and not in standalone bills such as this, and therefore reluctantly recommends
ITL. However, the committee strongly urges the Finance Committee, during its budget negotiations,
to approve this miniscule appropriation request for this essential program that ensures the future of
New Hampshire agriculture. Vote 11-7.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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~ This bill wou appropn e $20 000 per year over the biennium to the Department
of Agriculture, Markets and Food for funding of the State FFA (formerly Future
Farmers of America) Advisor. For over sixty years, the FFA has beén training
-agricultural professionals and leaders, including the hundreds currently active in
the program who will become our state’s new generation of farmers. The E&A
Committee understands that all appropriations for the upcoming biennium need
to be addressed in HB1 (the appropriations bill) and not in standalone bills such
as this, .and therefore reluctantly recommends ITL. However, the committee
strongly urges the Finance Committee, during its budget negotiations, to approve
this miniscule appropriation reéquest for this essential program that ensures the

- future of New Hampshlre agncult Ire;

- : |~




REGULAR CALENDAR

February 21, 2013

s;;H.USE V‘OF REPRESENTATIVES

S 'REPORT OF. COMMITTEE

The Minority of the Committee on ENVIRONME_NT AND

AGRICULTURE to which was referred HB632-A,

AN ACT establishing the position of state advisor of the
FFA in the department of a'gr'icﬁlture, markets, and
food. Having considered the same, and béing unable to
agree with the Majority, report with the

recommendation that the bill OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Robert H Haefner

FOR THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




MINORITY
COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee: ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

Consent Calendar » NO

establlshlng the p051t10n of state adv1sor of the
FFA in the department of agriculture, markets,
._andfood. -
N February 21 2013 .

p— .ow’»_.w A

i s i s | s

: Recommendatlon - OUGHT TOPASE i
STATEMENT OF IN rI;ENT

While the minority of the committee on Environment and Agriculture understands

~and even supports the majority - that a bill that adds $20,000 per year, outside of

the budget, is going nowhere, the minority cannot allow the NH House Agriculture
Committee to ITL a bill that supports a State Coordinator for the FFA (formerly the

*_ Future Farmers of America) without raising a flag. New Hampshire agriculture is

important to this state economically, with 4,166 farms which are responsible for our
open space and rural culture. The FFA builds mature, disciplined, and confident
young adults that are the future of NH agriculture. The statewide coordinator is
critically important to the success of the organization - coordinating between the
sixteen state chapters and the national organization. Without this position, FFA

- would be unable to function. This was a funded position for years with the

Department of Education until it was defunded a couple of years ago. If we lose
FFA, we have lost a treasure of our state and jeopardize the future of NeW
Hampshire Agrlculture

Rep. Robert H Haefner
FOR THE MINORITY

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File




Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File
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ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

HB632-A, establishing the position of state advisor of the FFA in the department of agriculture,
markets, and food. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Robert H Haefner for the Minority of ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE. While the
minority of the committee on Environment and Agriculture understands and even supports the
majority - that a bill that adds $20,000 per year, outside of the budget, is going nowhere, the
minority cannot allow the NH House Agriculture Committee to I'TL a bill that supports a State

~ Coordinator for the FFA (formerly the Future Farmers of America) without raising a flag. New
Hampshire agriculture is important to this state economically, with 4,166 farms which are
responsible for our open space and rural culture. The FFA builds mature, disciplined, and confident
young adults that are the future of NH agriculture. The statewide coordinator is critically important
to the success of the organization — coordinating between the sixteen state chapters and the national
organization. Without this position, FFA would be unable to function. This was a funded position
for years with the Department of Education until it was defunded a couple of years ago. If we lose
FFA, we have lost a treasure of our state and jeopardize the future of New Hampshire Agriculture.

Original: House Clerk
Cc: Committee Bill File



Minority Report for HB 632 — A, Bob Haefner for the Minority.

OT/”

While the minority of the committee on Environment and Agriculture understands and even

supports the majority - that a bill that adds $20,00Q per year, outside of the budget, is going nowhere,
the minority cannot allow the NH House Agriculture Committee to ITL a bill that supports a State
Coordinator for the FFA (formerly the Future Farmers of America) without raising a flag. New
Hampshire agriculture is important to this state economically, with 4,166 farms résponsible for our
open space and rural culture.: The FFA builds mature, disciplined, and cenfident young adults that are
the future of NH agriculture. The statewide coordinator is criticaIAly important to the success of the
organizatioh — coordinating between the sixteen state chapters and the national organization. Without
this position, FFA would be unable to function. This was a funded position for years with the ‘
Department of Education until it was defunded a couple of years ago. If we lose FFA, we have lost a
treasure of our state and jeopardize the future of New Hampshire Agriculture.
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